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·2013 District Champions~!~,!! 

Vince Lombardi said, ·"I firmly believe that any man's 
finest hour, the greatest fulfillment of all that.h~ holds dear, is 
that moment when he has worked his heart out in a good 
cause and lies exhausted on the field of battle - victorious." 
This quote sums up how the Eaton Rapids Greyhounds play 
football every time they step out onto the field. There is not 
one player that can say that they 8id not put 100% effort, 
determinatjon, and sheer will into the . game against the 
Tecumseh Indians last Friday night. During the entire game, 
the defense was rock solid; but during the last few seconds, 
their goal line stand was absolutely incretlible! 

Tecumseh was the.first to score in the first quarter. The 
Greyhounds followed in the second quarter with Jared 
McDaniel throwing a 29 yd TD pass to Kyle Sawyer, making 
the score 7-6 (Greyhounds). The Greyhound defense domi .. 
nated the first l:lalf by shutting the Indian offense down twice 
inside the red zone (one of which was an interception in the 
end zone by James Cruz). 

The third quarter began with the Greyhourids driving 
down the field, and senior Sam Masteller kicking a26 yd.field 
goal. The defense dominated again by shutting down 
Tecumseh's offense on the Greyhound thirteen yard line. 
Into the fourth quarter, Jaedin Sklapsky intercepted a 
Tecumseh pass and returned it for a 80 yard TD; giving the 
Greyhounds a 17-6 lead. McDaniel then threw a TD pass to 
Cruz, making it 24-6. Tecumseh was able to score twice after 

that with seven minutes 1emaining, leaving the score 24-20 
(Greyhmmds). With minutes left in the game, the Indians 
recovered an onside kick and drove to the Greyhound one 
yard line with a first and goal. All four attempts to drive the 
football 1 yard were squashed by this wqU bf Greyhounds. 
The Greyhounds defense was able to make a goal line stand 
that was impi:metrable and unforgettable! 

Offensive Highlights:.Jared McDainel: 13 passes for 160 
. yards; James Cruz: 3 ca~lies for 66 yards and a TD; Kyle 

Sawyer: 2 catches for 50 yards and 1 TD; .Blaine .Milheim: 3 
catches for 25 yards; Jaedin Sklapsky: 18 rushes for 73 
yards and 3 catches for 12 yards. · 

Defensive Highlights: Jaedin Sklapsky: 24 tackles and 
a pick-6, Clayton Higelmire: 11 tackles; Chris Fillwock: 1 O 
tackles; Lane McV:icker: 9 tackles; Sheldon Holmes: 9 tack
les; Andy· Webb: 5 tackles; Cole Bailey 3 tackles; Kyle 
Sawyer: 5 tp.ckles; Blaine Milheim: 4 tackles; Wyatt Satterelli: 
3 tackles; Caleb Norris: 5 tackles; Sam Masteller: 1 tacl~le; 
James Cruz: 5 tackles; Dylan Harris: 3 tackles. 

Few will soon forget tbose last few .seconds of the 
District Championship game were we witnessed how the 
'Eaton Rapids Greyhound Football Team.worked their h_earts 
out and laid on the field of battle - victorious! These boys 
have not only made history, they are an inspiration to us all. 
Come out to support the boys next Friday night at DeWitt @ 

J p.m. for the Regionals. 
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'URBAN AIR' 

Last year 33 Airstream trailers were on display in Eaton Rapids. About 100 are expected at "Urban Air" this year. COURTESY PHOTO 

Airstream owners off er peek inside unique trailers 
By Rachel Greco 
rgreco@lsj.com 

EATON RAPDS- In 
Kirk MacKellar's experi
ence, Airstream travel 
trailers usually make an 
impression. 

The Dimoncale resident 
has owned one of the iconic 
recreation veh:.cles -
known for thei:" airplane 
fuselage-like d~sign and 
aluminum exterior - for 
nine years. 

Three years ago, Mac
Kellar and fellow Airstream 
traveler Chad Carlson of 
Grand Rapids decided to do 
a bit of urban camping in 
downtown Rockford, Ill. 
Their presence drew a 
crowd. 

"We had so many people 
coming up to 01r trailers," 
MacKellar said. We didn't 
expect that but it was a 
great draw." 

A year ago, the two men 
teamed up to plan an event 
:- ... -~ ..... "rl )...,...., +\...,.-+ 0....,.......,0...,.;onroo. 

IF YOU GO 
» When: Thursday-Sunday in 
downtown Eaton Rapids. 
» For more information, see 
the "Urban Air" page on Face
book or go to 
www.cityofeatonrapids.com. 

"Urban Air," brought 33 of 
the trailers built by Air
stream Inc. downtown Ea
ton Rapids. 

'Irailerownersparked 
along Main Street and 
opened up their vehicles to 
anyone who wanted a look 
inside. 

Meanwhile the out-of
town visitors camped, 
shopped and networked 
with one another. 

"You're lucky to see one 
but to see this many all 
together is a kind of rarity," 
MacKellar said of the first
time event. 

This year's "Urban Air" 
event is expected to draw 
triple the number of partici-
T'\ont-c t-" °R!lf-nn ~n.n;tie? 

At least 100 Airstream
ers expected to take part 
Thursday through Sunday. 

About 40 will line the 
sides of Main Street. The 
rest will camp at Howe 
Field, a block west of the 
city's downtown district. 

The event offers a di
verse crowd. Airstream 
owners from throughout the 
United States and Canada 
are expected to attend. 

A full schedule of events 
is planned, including night
ly music performances, 
movies, group dinners and 
tours of the trailers. 

MacKellar said the 
group has evolved into a 
nonprofit organization. 

"Urban Air ... Wake Up 
Downtown" is focused on 
breathing life into small, 
historical downtowns while 
offering Airstream hobby
ists networking and social
izing opportunities, he said. 

Eaton Rapids leaders 
have embraced the event. 

nnn Wurlmff rlirP.r.tnr nf 

the Eaton Rapids Chamber 
of Commerce, said the city 
welcomed the gathering 
because "Urban Air" boosts 
the local economy. 

"Last year, it was fab
ulous," Wyckoff said. "We 
didn't know what to expect 
at all but it brought people 
down to the city and they 
loved it. The Airstream 
guests were getting their 
hair done. They were get
ting massages. They were 
going into stores and spend
ing money. At the same 
time, people in our commu
nity were rediscovering 
what we have here." 

MacKellar said the high
light of last year's event is 
likely to be that of this 
year's, too. 

"It was a great melting 
pot," he said. 

"People bonded like I've 
never seen before. Instant 
friendships were made and 
people have stayed in touch 
with one another. It's been 
vP.rv sner.i:il to see-" 
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Eaton Rapids resident and General Motors Delta Plant employee Mike Karl has spent the last three years reaching out 
to the homeless in Lansing, after spending six months on the streets eight years age·. On Nov. 11, Karl will spend a 
week on Lansing streets hoping to help others. RACHEL GRECO/LANSING cor.llMUNl-Y NE\VSPJ>;PERS 

ER man uses experience to 

HELP HOMELESS 
By Rachel Greco 
rgreco@lsj.com 

EATON RAPIDS- Eight 
years ago, Mike Karl hit 
rock bottom but kept it a 
secret from everyone in his 
life. 

During the day, he went 
to work at General Motors 
Co. 's Lansing Delta Town
ship assembly plant and 
kept up appearances. At 
night, he lived on the 
streets of Lansing, too 
embarrassed to seek help 
after he lost his house. 

For six months, Karl 
lived wherever he could 
find shelter - first in park
ing lots, then in a tent in a 
wooded area just off Clip
pert Street in Lansing, 
where other homeless peo
ple set up camps. 

"Even though I had fam
ily I could have gone to, I 
was so embarrassed and 
ashamed, the streets were 
really the only place that I 
could go," Karl said. "It's 
rough on the street. There 
is a lot of mental illness, 
there's a lot of homeless
on-homeless violence that 

Charlotte residents January and Dustin Burk, seen at home 
with their son, Cooper, are part of an effort spearheaded by 
Eaton Rapids resident Mike Karl to help the homeless this 
November by providing them with meals, clothing and 
resources. 

people don't know about. 
But a lot of times, it's peo
ple just like us." 

Karl, 36, and a resident 
of Eaton Rapids, said it was 
that common ground and 
familiarity that stopped 
him from simply walking 
away from the experience 
once he sought counseling 
and managed to get back 
on his feet. Instead, he 
stayed in touch with sever-

al people he had met there, 
visiting and even bringing 
them food and c:othing 
when he could. 

"I couldn't disconnect 
fro:n the streets." said 
Karl. "I met the5e people, I 
spent six months of my life 
with them. I war.ted to help 
them." 

Three years Ego, Karl 

See HOMELESS, Page SA 

HOW TO HELP 
» Individuals can 
contribute items to 
lunches that will be 
handed out to the 
homeless in Lansing 
Nov. 13-15 at Central 
United Methodist 
Church. 
,, The following still 
are needed: Sandwich 
bags, breakfast bars, 
fruit snacks, cookies, 
bottled water, jelly, 
brown lunch sacks, 
granola bars, baby 
carrots, peanut but
ter, juice boxes, suck
ers and candy. 
,, Lunches will be 
packed Nov. 9 and 
donations are urged 
by Nov. 8. 
,, To donate contact 
Dustin Burk at 204-
2024. Find the event 
"Help Us Feed the 
Homeless" on Face
book. Individuals can 
drop off lunch dona
tions at UAW 602 
Hall, 2510 W. Michi
gan Ave. Lansing. 



l 5 T 8/8£ol 3 "They'd be in the FOOD. They'd be in the WATER. We would get 
TIRED OF CLEANING his ears and started asking, 'WHAT CAN WE DO?' '' 

Basset hound inspires food bowl that's won local funding, support 
Story by Rachel Greco I rgreco@lsj.com 

oe Rabideau's invention was born of frustration 
and is owed, in large part, to his basset hound 
Scooter's really long ears. ~ The Eaton Rapids 
resident said the 7-year-old house pet drags his 
floppy ears everywhere - in the dirt, on the 
floor and especially in his dog dish. ~ "His ears 

are so long," said Rabideau. "It's my understanding that 
they're about a half-inch shy of the world record for 
bassets." ~ All that dragging makes for dirty ears that 
Rabideau, 58, and his daughter, Melissa, have been clean
ing for years.~ "They'd be in the food. They'd be in the 
water," he said. "We would get tired of cleaning his ears 
and started asking, 'What can we do?'" 

So, one evening Rabideau, now a 
life and business coaching consult
ant, with a background in construc
tion management, sat down and put 
some ideas down on paper for a dog 
bowl that accommodates long-eared 
canines. He even drew up some 
sketches of what the bowl - oblong
shaped to allow only for the mouth 
and nose to fit inside - would look 
like. 

"This was one of those things 
that you put in a journal and say, 

'OK, I'm going to get to this some
day,' " said Rabideau. 

Someday was sooner than Rab
ideau thought. Less than a month 
ago, while working on a project for 
the Holt-Dimondale School-Business 
Alliance, he met Ken Szymusiak, 
co-director of regional economic 
development group Lansing Eco
nomic Area Partnership Inc.'s new 
economy division. 

Szymusiak told Rabideau about 
The Hatching, a competition 

tubing. 
"Joe's idea is a 

fun one from the 
standpoint that he 
had a problem 
that he wasn't 
getting solved 
with the market
place," said Szy
musiak, who 
helped start The 
Hatching. 

Eaton Rapids resident Joe Rabideau is taking his invention, 
a dog bowl for long-eared breeds, and turning it into a 
business venture. RACHEL GRECOILSJ 

"He identified a 
need and devel
oped his own 
prototype to get it 
going. It's just an 
idea that you 
could see scaling 
up quickly.'' 

Rabideau is 
using the startup 
money to launch 
Legacy Ideas LLC 

designed to give area entrepreneurs 
the chance to take their ideas from 
the drawing board to production. 

The monthly event allows five 
ideas to compete in front of a judg
ing panel for $1,000 seed money -
and the chance to come back in 
December to try for another 
$10,000. 

Rabideau competed in the July 31 
Hatching event in East Lansing, 
creating a prototype of the dog 
bowl, using tin foil and copper 

to sell what he calls "the poochie 
bowl." 

Rabideau said through The Hatch
ing, he's working with Lansing
based Loomis Law Firm to navigate 
the creation of the limited liability 
company that will sell three differ
ent variations of his dog bowl for 
different sizes of long-eared dogs. 

Although still in the fledgling 
stages, Rabideau said the company 
should be operational by the end of 
this year. 



Memorial set for E. Rapids 
senior who died Tuesday 
By Ken Palmer Christian who "walked the walk," she 
kpalmer@lsj.com said. -

"He was so much fun to be around," 
EATON RAPIDS - A large memorial Wiltse said. "He was pretty much, all 

service is planned at Eaton Rapids High around, the greatest kid. 
School at 2 p.m. Saturday for an 18-year- "They called him 'the warrior' at the 
old senior who died Tuesday after a hospital. He was going to fight it, no mat
lengthy battle with cancer. ter what. He really did fight, fight, fight 

Devin Gauna, who played on the until he just couldn't fight anymore." 
school football team, was a leader at AtUniversityofMichiganHospitalin 
Eaton Rapids and waged a valiant battle Ann Arbor, where he died, Gauna strong
with Hodgkin's lymphoma, friends and ly empathized with the children he saw 
school officials said. undergoing chemotherapy and wanted 

"He struggled with this for about a to go into the medical field so he could 
year and a half, and he had a lot of cour- help children suffering from cancer, 
age and faith," Eaton Rapids schools Wiltse said. 
Superintendent Bill DeFrance said. The memorial service has been set up 

"He was a very courageous young like a graduation ceremony, and the foot
man and a good student. It's just tragic." ball team will wear their uniforms in 

The district assigned all of its coun- honor of Gauna, said DeFrance and 
selors to the high school on Wednesday to Wiltse. 
help students cope with the loss, De- . Arrangements are being handled by 
France said. Shelly-Odell Funeral Home in Eaton 

Gauna was outgoing and popular and Rapids. 
usually traveled with a group of friends, Gauna is survived by his mother, 
said Carrie Wiltse, a family friend. Marla Hebert-Anderson; father Samuel 

He loved weightlifting and water Gauna; brothers Quaqien and Kolya; 
sports and broke several school weight- and sisters Natasha Gauna, Rachelle 
lifting records, she said. He also was a Hayward and Carmen Gauna. 
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THE BEST RETIREMENT COMMUNITY IN LANSING WITH 

ASSISTED LIVING SERVICES* IS ALSO THE MOST AFFORDABLE! 

•PRIVATE APARTMENT LIVING 

• DELICIOUS MEALS 

• 24-HOUR STAFFING 

• TRANSPORTATION 

• ACTIVITIES 

• PERSONAL SERVICES* 

•THIS REGION'S ONLY MCAL 
LEVEL 3 AWARD-WINNER 

BEAUTIFUL PRIVATE APARTMENTS 

STARTING AT .JUST $ 1 2 60 ! 

ce tHe£<f8ewoo dft{erence. 

200 w. !Eia_ewooa 'B{vd. 
LansintJ1 M'l 48911 

www.edgewoodretirementcenter.com 

'ltufeyendence when you want it - compassionate, awanf-winnino care when you neecC it! 

* PROVIDED BY PERSONAL PLUS LLC , 
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED 

GANTON SENIOR COMMUNITIES, LLC 
W-0100203847 

11 find us on• "'' 
Facebook 

THE 'GOLD STANDARD' IN SENIOR LIVING 
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