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Eaton Rapids community 
rallies around returning soldier 

Nine-~ear-old Aric:na Eberly holds her father, U.S. Army National Guard Viking Battalion Spc. Jeremiah 
Eberl)!·, Thu1sday in the front yard of their Eaton Rapids home. MATIHEW DAE SMITH/FO~ THE LANSU~G ;TATE JOURNAL 

Injured veteran earns 
a hero's homecoming 
RachE-1 Greco 
rgreco@lsj.com 

EATON RAPIDS- When Jere
miah Eber~y, 30, imagined his 
return home after seven 
months in Afgha,istan with the 
Army National Guard he didn't 
envision rr_ore than a simple 
"welcJme t.ome." 

The Eaton Rapids resident 
admits he was "shocked" when 
his w.fe, Jody, told him to ex
pect much more. 

More than 100 well-wishers 

ONLINE 
EXTRA 
»Video of 
Jeremiah 
Eberly'! 
homecoming. 
»For rrore 
photos 

day evening. 

l:ned Main 
Street in the 
city's down
town in chilly, 
vret weather 
'1'hen Eberly's 
vehicle, escort
ed by a police 
c:i.r, rounded 
the corner into 
town on Thurs-

The croV'1d wa·.red American 
flags, clapped and held signs 
that read, "Thank you," and 
"Welcome home.' 

Ebuly- wounded in Febru
ary wten a riot broke out where 
he was stationed and a hand gre
nade ·.vas thrown at soldiers 
-waved back. 

"I \vasn't really expecting to 
have a big 'welcome home,' " he 
said. "I thJught maybe just 
friends and family. This is 
nice." 

Sev:iral soldiers were in
jured in the blast. Shrapnel im
pacted the left side of the Eber
ly's bojy, from his torso to his 
face. Jody said she was espe
cially rroud of her husband's ef
fort to help others who were in
jured \O'Orse than ·1im .. 

"Proud doesn't even begin to 

Hundreds lined the streets of downtown Eaton Rapids on Thursday 
evening to welcome home Spc. Jeremiah Eberly. 

describe how I feel about him,'' 
she said of her husband. "It's 
just an indescribable feeling." 

That emotion extended 
throughout the community. 
Resident Dawn · Canfield ar
ranged the public greeting for 
Eberly after her brother Larry 
Jenkins contacted her from Af
ghanistan with the news of his 
fellow soldier's return. 

Jenkins, now in serving his 
third tour to the Middle East 
with the Army, wrote to Can
field just a day earlier. "He 
wanted me to find him and make 
him feel welcome," she said. 

Canfield wanted to do more. 
So she contacted residents via 
email, Facebook and word of 
mouth asking for them to bring 
their families and patriotism to 
the city streets for Eberly's 
return. 

"This gentleman's a war he-

ro," she explained. "He's com
ing home with a Purple Heart. 
He was injured protecting our 
freedom. Coming from a mili
tary fan:ily that means a great 
deal." 

Some residen-:s waited more 
than an hour on tP.e street for 
Eberly's arrival. Many said it 
was their way of giving back to 
him and others w_10 sacrifice 
for their country 

"I want him 10 enjoy being 
with his family, ' said resident 
Kathy Carter, who waited with 
her husband. "I wo.ild just say, 
'Thank you. We appreciate you 
helping to give u.5 the freedom 
we have.' " 

Eberly said he is grateful for 
the stipport and s:m;>ly happy to 
be home. "I'm very excited 
. bout being horn«::,'' '.le said. "It's 
· i. little different but I':n just 
happy to be home." 
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F'ill your table with 

AMAIA EDMOND'S DEATH D' ANGELO JORDAN SENTENCllED 
/ 

I 

Man gets 8-222h yea1 
ONLINE 
EXTRA 
»For more 
photos and 
videos , go to 
www.lsj.com 

D'Angelo 
Jordan 
(right) and 
attorney 
Tom 
Clement 
listen during 
sentencing. 
ROD 

SANFORD/LSJ 

Laura Misjak 
lmisjak@lsj.com 

Splashes of purple in cloth
ing, ribbons and flowers flood
ed a crowded Ingham County 
Circuit courtroom Wednesday 
morning in honor of a little girl 
gone too soon at the first of what 
her family hopes to be multiple 
sentencing hearings for her 
shooting death. 

Today would have been 
Amaia Edmond's 9th birthday. 
She was shot and killed during a 
home invasion in July 2010. 

D'Angelo Jordan, 25, was 
sentenced by Ingham County 
Circuit Court Judge Rosemarie 
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PRESERVING THE PAST 

Eaton Rapids aims for 
HISTORIC 
REGISTRY 

Brenna Hughes, 4, walks with her sitter, Jerri Brooks, on a bridge in downtown Eaton Rapids. GREG DERUITER/LSJ 

Designation for downtown could lead to state, federal funds 
Rachel Greco 
rgreco@lsj.com 

EATON RAPIDS - The "island" 
city's downtown is in line for a spot 
on the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

Eaton Rapids officials say the 
nomination, made last month by 
Michigan's State Historic Preserva
tion Office, has been a goal for sev
eral years and could open the com
munity up to state and federal fund
ing that would be a major boost to 
the city. 

It would join such other local dis-

tricts as Old Town in Lansing and 
the Lansing Downtown Historic 
District. 

National Registry designations 
qualify for federal income tax cred
its, as well as state business and in
come tax credits and Historic Pres
ervation Fund grants. 

Former Mayor Jamie Davidson 
said the significance of the city's 
history is apparent to many of the 
residents who live in Eaton Rapids 
- and an asset that needs to be util
ized. 

Davidson partnered with the 
city's Downtown Development Au-

thority while still in office in 2006 to 
begin the work needed to apply for 
the designation. 

"I think the national recognition 
is important for this town," he said. 

The DDA spent $15,000 to con
tract with graduate students from 
Eastern Michigan University, who 
wrote the nomination application. 
The process took over a year and in
volved researching the downtown's 
history extensively. 

DDA Director Doug Stevenson 
said the historic designation would 

See HISTORICAL. Page 2A 



INSIDE 

Eaton Rapids 
celebrates 
its 175th 

• anniversary 
Eaton Rapids marked the 175th anni
versary of its founding Wednesday, an 
observance that blended with the city's 
annual Independence Day celebration. 
The parade of tractors, firetrucks, 
Shriners and marching bands went on 
for an hour-and-a-half in sweltering 
heat. There was a brisk trade in ice 
cream and bottled water, but the 
crowd was still four or five rows deep 
on much of Main Street. Page 3A 

»Visitors say George Washington's 
Mount Vernon reminds them of where 
American started. Page 2A 

» 60 new citizens were sworn-in 
Wednesday at Comerica Park. Page SA 

Fireworks form a colorful backdrop for an American flag during Wednesday 
night's Independence Day fireworks display in Lansing. 

LS J 7/S)i..2._ 
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Eaton County Sheriff's Mounted Division takes part in the Eaton Rapids Fourth of July 
Parade and 75th anniversary celebration. ROD SANFORD/LANSING STATE JOURNAL 

E. Rapids 
Continued from Page 3A 

someone had thought to 
describe the time cap
sule's exact burial spot in 
Memorial Park, on the 
southern end of the is
land that contains the 
city's downtown. 

Workers dug it up on a 
Saturday and found the 
reason that the metal de
tectors hadn't worked. 
The mementos of the 
city's history, interred 
for a future generation, 
had been placed, in a 
child-sized concrete 
burial vault. The items 
themselves were 
wrapped up in tin foil. 

And waterlogged. 
Eaton Rapids marked 

its dodransbicentennial 
on Wednesday, the 175th 
anniversary of its found
ing and an observance 
blended with the city's 
annual Independence 
Day celebration. The pa
rade of tractors, fire
trucks, Shriners and 
marching bands, went on 
for an hour-and-a-half in 
sweltering heat. There 
was a brisk trade in ice 
cream and bottled water, 
but the crowd was still 
four or five rows deep on 
much of Main Street. 

Mayor Steven Platte 
and city manager Jon 
Stoppels unveiled a new 
Victorian-style street 
clock in front of city hall 
and, after a bit of pulling, 
a mural depicting the 
city's history on the wall 
of a building next door. 

And, upstairs at city 
hall, the contents of the 
time capsule were on dis
play, the things that could 
be salvaged. There were 
mouldered copies of the 
Eaton Rapids Journal, 
wooden nickels from the 
National Bank of Eaton 
Rapids, a man's hat, an 
automatic chuck from 
Boothwell Tool and Die, 
an aluminum coupling 
from Eaton Machine and 
Fabricating Co. 

"They were very 
much into manufactur
ing," Reinecke said. 

"I think they thought 
that Eaton Rapids was 
going to be the next 
booming ... " 

She paused. 
"You know, we were 

kind of known for our 
manufacturing, and we 
aren't right now. I think 
it's amazing how it has 
changed." 

The celebration in 
1962 was elaborate. 

The city paid an out
side production company 
$25,000, more than 
$190,000 in today's dol
lars, to orchestrate the 
affair. The city elected a 
queen of the celebration 
and paid for her and a 
friend to travel to the 
Bahamas. Old photos 
show then-Mayor Carl 
Comps and other city 
leaders dressed in top 
hats and string ties, 
many sporting thick 
beards for the beard con
test. 

"They put so much 
time into it and their 
whole thing was the 175," 
Reinecke said. "We just 
couldn't drop the ball on 
it. They set the ball high 
and we had to follow 
through." 

Kathy Richards was 
8 years old th and re-, 

members the beards, 
"and I have my little 
dress that was made for 
the celebration." 

Her family came to 
Eaton Rapids in the 19th 
century. She left four 
decades ago. 

"We always come 
back for the Fourth of 
July parades, and this 
one was special because 
of the anniversary," she 
said. 

"It's hard for small 
towns to survive," she 
added, "and this one did." 

There is a letter 
among the items in the 
time capsule from Mar
gie Comps, the mayor's 
wife, to two nephews, 
Kevin and Bobby Seaks. 

"When you read this 
letter in the year 2012, 
you will be 56 and 54, and 
I pray you will be enjoy
ing good health and much 
happiness," she wrote, 
and she hoped they 

would be part of the city's 
17Sth celebration. 

Kevin Seaks wasn't. 
He hired in at General 
Motors in 1977, eventual
ly moved to DeWitt 
Township. He did house
work on Wednesday and 
looked in on a neighbor, 
but stayed in because of 
the heat. It's not that he's 
lost the connection. He 
still keeps scrapbooks of 
Eaton Rapids history. 
Much of his family still 
lives there. 

"It's just a real neat 
old town," he said. "I'm 
just glad it made it, hap
py it made it, and glad to 
know its history." 

The city buried anoth
er time capsule Wednes
day, filled with bro
chures and menus and 
photographs and an ac
count of how they found 
the 1962 time capsule. 
This one, Platte said, was 
professionally made. 
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A reenactment of the flag-raising on lwo Jima takes place Wednesday on a float at the Eaton Rapids Fourth of July Parade and the 
city's 175 anniversary celebration. ROD SANFORD/LANSING STATE JOURNAL 

Eaton Rapids 
turns 175 

Crowds of spectators wave at 
passing floats (right) at Eaton 

Rapids' parade and 175th 
anniversary celebration. 

"Uncle Sam" makes an 
appearance (below) during 

Wednesday's 
celebrations. 

"We 
always 

come 
back for the 

Fourth of 
July parades, 
and this one 
was special 

because of the 
anniversary." 

KATHY RICHARDS, 
Eaton Rapids native 

Anniversary, July 4th 
celebrated side-by-side 
By Matthew Miller 
mrmiller@lsj.com 

The search with metal detectors was 
fruitless. 

The leaders of Eaton Rapids knew that 
their 1962 counterparts had buried a time 
capsule on the occasion of the city's 125th an
niversary with the intent that it be opened 
50 years later. They simply didn't know 
where it was. 

But chance intervened. 
"Back in February, I was cleaning some 

stuff on a shelf, and a book wouldn't go back," 
said Kristy Reinecke, the city clerk. Behind 
it was a cassette tape, a duplicate of a record
ing of the 1962 ceremony. At the very end, 

See E. RAPIDS, Page 6A 



Arrest ends Aurelius 1Wp. standoff 
Man to be charged today 
after holding out 6 hours 
By Scott Davis and Ken Palmer 
sedavis@lsj.com, kpalmer@lsj .com 

AURELIUS TWP. - A man who 
waged a six-hour standoff with police 
at his home in rural Ingham County 
was expected to face criminal 
charges today, police said. 

Members of the Michigan State Po
lice Emergency Support Team arrest
ed the suspect about 5:30 p.m. after 
storming the Plains Road home with 
a dog and finding him in a bathroom, 
police said. No one was injured in the 
incident. 

Ingham County Sheriff's Maj. JoeJ 
Maatman said the man, whose name 
was being withheld pending formal 
charges, would be taken for a medical 
evaluation before being lodged in the 
Ingham County Jail on Thursday 
night. 

"We are very pleased with the out
come of this (incident)," Maatman 
told reporters after the standoff end-

A Michigan State Police vehicle on Thursday makes it way up the driveway of a 
home near Eaton Rapids where a man was in a standoff with police. GREG DERUITER/LSJ 

ed. "Nobody got hurt." 
Deputies arrived at the house in 

the 6000 block of Plains, west of Gale 
Road, shortly after 11 a.m. after the 
suspect's wife had fled the home, tell
ing police he had assaulted her. 

By the time they arrived, the man 
had barricaded himself in the home, 
claiming he had a gun, Maatman said. 
At various times during the standoff, 

the man threat
ened to shoot 

himself or 
harm rela

tives who 
re-

mained in the home, which included 
two children, he said. 

The sheriff's department and state 
police set up a perimeter around the 
house and closed Plains Road to traf
fic between Waverly and Gale roads. 

About 1:20 p.m., the relatives who 
remained inside with the suspect left 
the house unharmed, police said. 
For safety reasons, they were trans
ported from the site in a State Police 
armored truck used in emergency re
sponse situations. 

Besides the suspect, five people 

See STANDOFF, Page &A 
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IN BRIEF 
Aurelius Township man, 54, 
charged with felonious assault 

AURELIUS TWP. -A 54-year-old Aure
lius Township man who barricaded him
self in his home for more than six hours 
Thursday has been charged with domes
tic violence and felonious assault. 

DeWayne Eugene McKenzie was 
brandishing a baseball bat when police 

arrived at about 10 a.m. at 
his home at 6044 Plains 
Road in Aurelius Town
ship, according to an In
gham County Sheriff's 
Office news release. 

His wife had called · 
police and told them she 

DeWay~e was in the home with 
McKenzie McKenzie along with her 
18-year-old son and two grandsons, ages 
6and4. 

McKenzie told police he had a gun 
and threatened to kill himself and his 
wife. He refused to cooperate with 
emergency responders and destroyed 
most of the house, including the win
dows, according to officials. 

McKenzie released everyone from 
the home at about 1 p.m., but continued 
to threaten to take his own life. He was 
arrested at about 5 p.m., after appropri
ate warrants were obtained. 

McKenzie is being held at the In
~ham County jail, with bond set at j 
$15,000. L.5 J 7 I S-l I ~ 
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TEEN FIGHTING 

Obama 

ONLINE 
EXTRA 
Analysis: 
Public opinion 
about gay 
marriage has 
changed so 
rapidly that 
President Ba
rack Obama's 
historic em
brace of it may 
pose as many 
political risks to 
Republicans as 
to Dems. Read 
story at 
www.lsj.com 

'Fight club' 
brawls a worry 
in E. Rapids 
Officials say a dozen fights 
have occurred in 6 weeks 
Rachel Greco 
rgreco@lsj.com 

EATON RAPIDS - Police are 
looking for help from parents 
and residents as they investi
gate what they say are a string 
of teen "fight club" brawls. 

Eaton Rapids Police Chief 
Paul Malewski said his depart
ment believes at least a dozen 
public fights involving area 
teens have occurred in the last 
six weeks. 

"There's no referee. There's 
no rounds. There are no doctors 
on site and there are no precau
tions taken," said Malewski. 

Although the department 
isn't aware of any serious inju
ries occurring as a result of a 
fight, he believes there will be if 
the fights continue. 

See FIGHTS, Page 2A 

Malewski 

POLICE 
SEEK INFO 
ON FIGHTS 
Anyone with 
information 
about teen 
"fight club" 
events is urged 
to email Eaton 
Rapids Police 
Chief Paul 
Malewski at 
pmalewski 
@cityofeaton 
rapids.com. 
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Eaton Rapids 
Independence Day 

Celebration 
The Eaton Rapids Independence Day Celebration will 

have an added attraction this year. The city will be cele
brating its 175th birthday. We will be adding a hospitality 
tent, expanded fireworks display, street clock/welcome 
center/mural dedication and a whole host of other things 
designed to enhance your "Eaton Rapids experience." 
These events, coupled with our parade, will offer a full cou
ple of days. 

The hospitality tent, sponsored by our local Lion 's club, 
will take place on Tuesday the 3rd from 6-11p.m. and on 
Wednesday the 4th from 1-9p.m. Live entertainment in the 
form of several musical acts will be provided. Admission 
into the tent is free. The tent will be in the G.A.R. parking 
lot (adjacent to the island). The Rotary Chicken dinner will 
be held at Red Ribbon Hall on the 4th. Advance tickets are 
on sale and are recommended, as this event always sells 
out. A large craft show and food vendors will have their 
wares available on Hamlin Street and in the Hamlin Court. 
The expanded fireworks display will be held at the Alumni 
Stadium beginning at dark. You are encouraged to arrive 
early and avail yourselves of seating within the stadium. 
The city has added a large ground effects display this year 
to commemorate the birthday observance and this display 
may only be clearly viewed from inside the stadium. 

Lot/Street closures: Parking Lot #4: Hall St. west side 
will be closed beginning at 1 O:OOp.m. on July 3rd.Parking 
lot #5 : G.A.R. lot (island lot) will be closed beginning at 
11 :OOp.m. on July 2nd Hamlin Street. (east side of Main St. 
) will be closed beginning at 4:00a.m. on July 4th0n street 
parking between State Street and Knight Street will be pro
hibited after 4:00a.m. on July 4th. We will close Main Street 
at 10:30a.m. to allow for the clearing of vehicles in antici
pation of the parade, which will begin at 11 :OOa.m. The 
parade will be preceeded by the Great Lakes Wings motor
cycle dri ll team down town. 

Traffic during the parade, as in years past, will be 
detoured to Hall Street between Knight and Rancho so 
please plan accordingly. State St. will be closed at S. East 
St. and traffic wi ll be detoured to E. Knight St. It is recom
mended that you avoid this detour as it can get quite con
gested. Please observe all of the detours and be courte
ous to the CERT members. They are volunteers lending a 
hand to ensure that everything runs as smoothly as possi
ble. 

Please drop by city hall and enter your guess in the 
Jelly Bean contest. The winner will receive a delicious 
assortment of Jelly Belly brand jelly beans and a decorative 
decanter. The winner will also have the opportunity to have 
their photograph taken for the local paper. All of the pro
ceeds from the jelly bean contest will be used to offset the 
celebration. 

As always, the men and women of the Eaton Rapids 
Pol ice Department take great pride in serving the citizens 
of Eaton Rapids. We thank you for your continued support 
in our efforts to make Eaton Rapids a great place to live, 
work and raise your family. 



Consentes Energy 
Made in Michigan DOG GROOMING: 24 

1y VYllll QUUtJlVU 1010.uvvo. 

1-800-872-2089 ~ 
www.mobilehomeroofsmi.com Me~ber 

years experience. Call 
Cheri for appointment, 663-
1478. 

Financial security. 
Expenses paid. Let's help 
each other! Emily/Adam, 1-
800-790-5260. 

POLE BARNS Michigan's 
_argest Pole Barn Company 
;Built Best Barns) Best 
Juality, Best Service, Best 
=>rice. "A" Rated with the 
3etter Business Bureau! 
fhis Week's Specials 
Erected 24'x32'x1 O'-
F495.00 30'x40 'x10 '-
$10,495.00 30 'x48'x12'-
$12,995.00 We Finance @ 

L & M HANDYMAN SERV-
ICE: Painting, drywall, 
decks, siding, roofing, 
remodeling, doors, win
dows, minor plumbing and 
electrical, rental property 
turnovers, property clean 
up, basements, garages, 
lawn service. Over 20 years 
experience, free estimates, 
senior discount, 517-781-
0975. 517-444-1flrn:L 

RN/LPN 
PRIVATE DUTY 

Immediate Openings 
Nashville-Marshall-Springport-Jackson 

·Various Shifts Available 
·Trach and Vent experience preferred. 

Please send resume to: 
recruiter@optimalstaffing.com 
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Flashes Shopper's Guide & News, Eaton Rapids, Michigan Tuesday, July 10, 2012 

EWS FLASHES . • • NEWS FLASHES .. • 
Eaton Rapids Celebrates Fourth of July/175th Anniversary! 

IJJ7~2012 

The suprising Flash Mob during a break in the parade. 

Float honoring our service men and women. Local young spectators enjoying the parade. 



WILDSIDE OFFERS 
AIDTOANI LS 
r 

Wildside 
Rehabilitation 

Center's director, 
Louise Sagaert, 

holds a 
woodchuck 

housed at the 
Eaton Rapids 

nonprofit, which 
rehabs 800 to 1,200 

animals a year. 
RACHEL GRECO/LCN 

Although the 
Wildside 

Rehabilitation 
Center is only 800 
square feet inside, 
there are 20 acres 
of land on which 

recovering animals 
also are housed. 

Center provides a 
place for injured 
wild animals to heal 
By Rachel Greco 
rgreco@lsj.com 

EATON RAPIDS - As Director Louise 
Sagaert led a small group around the lim
ited indoor space at Wildside Rehabilita
tion Center it became clear that every 
"patient" there has a story. 

From the baby opossum discovered 
abandoned to the North American bea
ver suffering from a brain disease, ev
ery wild animal at the nonprofit is there 
for a reason. 

And at the center, which Sagaert 
founded 17 years ago just three miles 
outside of Eaton Rapids, 25 volunteers 
care for needy animals. They bathe 
them, clean their cages and doctor them 
in hopes of returning them to the wild 
when they're ready. 

"I probably should have been a veteri
narian," said Sagaert, who has been a 
teacher at Eaton Rapids High School for 
27 years. "As a child I was always the kid 
that picked up the baby bird that had fall
en out of the nest. Now I'm actually able 
to help them." 

Sagaert herself helps sustain the fa
cility with her full-time teaching job but 
about one-third of the center's budget 
consists of donations. 

On June 20, the center hosted one of 
the few public tours it gives each year, 
through the Eaton County Parks Depart
ment. 

But throughout the year Sagaert says 
the center provides educational "travel
ing lessons" about what they do there at 
local schools, senior centers and nature 
centers. 

During last month's tour, Sagaert 
guided youngsters and their parents 
from room to room in the 800-square
foot building, where everything from 
bunnies to a North American beaver are 
housed. 

Outside, there are 20 acres of land 
where more animals live. 

In fact, every year about 800 to 1,200 
animals are nursed back to health there. 
Most are wild. 

Afterward most are returned to their 
natural habitat, while others in need of 
constant care are placed in zoos. 

The center doesn't typically accept 
domestic animals, but Sagaert says there 
are exceptions- such as abandoned cats 
with injuries that find their way to the 
center. 

Sagaert said most people learn about 
Wildside through "word of mouth," but 
the nonprofit does maintain a blog at 
www.wildsidemi.wordpress.com and 
sometimes makes headlines for its work. 

LST 7/;;i5/201z_ 



No.25 www.EatonRapidsCommunityNews.com November 4, 2012 

The Urban Air gathering held in Eaton Rapids Oct. 26 to 28 brought air streamers from throughout the state to the downtown for 
the weekend. PHOTO COURTESY DEB MALEWSKI 

Eaton Rapids holds first Urban Air 
camping weekend downtown 

Over 30 Air Streamers visit the city for 'urban camping' experience 
By Rachel Greco 
rgreco@lsj.com 

EATON RAPIDS - Chad Carlson took 
his first crack at "urban camping" two 
years ago. 

The Grand Rapids resident and a 
few friends parked their Air Stream-

ers in a parking lot in downtown Rock
ford, Ill. The experience, remembers 
Carlson, allowed his fellow campers to 
see the city but it also allowed resi
dents to get a look at the air streamers. 

The iconic recreation vehicles have 
a history that dates back to the 1930's. 
Today Carlson's family owns Woodland 

Travel Center, the oldest continuing 
dealership of the aluminum-skinned 
Air Streamers. 

"While we were there we literally 
had hundreds of people come through 
to check out the trailers," recalled 

See CAMPING, Page 6 
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Carlson. 
That sparked an idea -a 

weekend "urban camp
ing" experience that 
would benefit the camp
ers and the city they de
scended on. Urban Air 
was the result and Eaton 
Rapids became the lucky 
city. 

On Oct. 26 over 30 Air 
Streamers from through
out the state traveled to 
the city's downtown Main 
Street where they took up 
weekend residence. City 
officials and residents 
were pleased to host the 
campers and in turn, were 
invited to get a close look 
at the trailers. 

Carlson said the com
munity welcomed the Ur
ban Air group. "We went 

to them and said, 'We'd 
like to storm your city and 
see what Eaton Rapids has 
to offer."' 

The answer, said local 
resident Deb Malewski, 
was a resounding "yes." 

One member of a 12-
person committee that 
helped to organize the 
first-time event, Malew
ski said the offer was re
ceived positively. "It's 
really a cool thing for Ea
ton Rapids," she said. 
"This isn't just for the Air 
Streamers. It's for the city 
as well." 

According to co-orga
nizer Kirk Mackeller, a 
Dimondale resident and 
Air Streamer owner, 
campers hoped the event 
would benefit the local 
economy, offering an in
flux of consumers for the 
weekend. 

"We expected to get a 
lot of resistance," he ad-

mitted, about the request 
to visit Eaton Rapids. "In
stead of resistance they 
championed the whole 
thing." 

Malewski said the 
camping Air Streamers 
lined up along Main Street 
without disturbing traf
fic. In addition, local 
events, including music, a 
community fire pit and an 
outdoor movie were of
fered over the weekend. 

"It's not been over
whelming," said Malew
ski. She said organizers 
believe the event shined a 
much-appreciated light 
on the downtown. "We 
have a lot to offer here 
and don't want people to 
forget about Eaton Rap
ids." 

Carlson said campers 
hope the event becomes a 
tradition. "As long as they 
welcome us back, we'd 
love to be there," he said. 

Residents get a look at the over 30 air streamers that "camped" on Eaton Rapids' Main 
Street Oct. 26 to 28 for the first-ever Urban Air event. RACHEL GRECO 
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E. Rapids dam removal moves ahead 
Survey work and 
core samples taken 
Rachel Greco 
rgreco@lsj.com 

EATON RAPIDS - Plans to re
move one of the city's five dams 
have taken a step forward, with 
survey work and coring sam
ples taken from the water near 
the structure. 

The work is among steps that 
must be taken before the 100-
year-old, low-head dam, which 

is now obsolete, is removed. It is 
located on the north end of the 
city behind a former fire station 
and off Main Street. 

Recreation seekers 
Russ Hicks, a local resident 

and avid paddler, has been 
working on the effort for three 
years now. It began, he said, as a 
way of restoring rapids to the 
waterway. 

After approaching local offi
cials and gaining their support, 
Hicks said he decided to head up 
the project, which came with a 

price tag of $400,000. 
Now, thanks to significant 

private donations and grant 
funding secured and being ap
plied for, Hicks said supporters 
mightbejust$30,000shyofpay
ing for the dam's removal -
which could be completed by 
next August. 

"It's going to be the corner
stone of economic development 
in Eaton Rapids," said Hicks, of 
the unobstructed waterway. 

Beyond attracting recrea
tion seekers, Hicks believes re
moving the dam will be a boost 

for the environment as well. 
"We improve the safety of the 

river, the oxygen level of the riv
er, it's better for the fish. Now 
they can pass by what was an im
pediment to their migration." 

Generous support 
The catalyst for the project, 

said Hicks, was a donation of 
1,800 tons of rocks from local 
farming couple Karen and De
nis Starr of Olivet. The couple 
had been collecting the rocks on 
their property for several years 
and donated them to the project. 

"That's essentially the lynch 
pin that has made this project 
possible," explained Hicks, who 
added that the rocks are needed 
to create rapids for the channel 
once the dam is removed. 

But Hicks said the donation, 
estimated at a worth of between 
$100,000 to $150,000, can also be 
used as a funding match for 
grant money through the Michi
gan Department of National Re
sources Trust Fund. 

If all goes well and grant 

See DAM, Page SA 
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funds are awarded for 
the project, Hicks said 
it's possible that the DNR 
would remove the dam at 
no cost to the city be
cause of the environmen
tal benefit. 

In addition, Hicks be
lieves the project can se-

cure another private do
nation to completely 
fund the effort. 

"There's all kinds of 
collaboration from busi
ness owners, city council 
and city employees," 
added Hicks. 

Kim Byerly is the di
rector of the Eaton Rap
ids Department of Public 
Works and she said offi
cials from the Eaton 
County Conservation 

District will be helping to 
write this grant request. 

For her part, Byerly is 
optimistic. "I'm really 
surprised how quickly 
things have fallen into 
place," she said. "It's 
something that will im
prove the area right 
away and could attract 
businesses. We're al
ready hearing about peo
ple that want to paddle ,i~ ,../ 

. too." LSJ 5/C</Z.Dll 
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Man pleads guilty in infant's '10 death 
Joshua Piercefield faces 
sentencing on June 28 
Matthew Miller 
mrmiller@lsj .com 

A 22-year-old Grand Ledge man 
pleaded guilty on Thursday to killing his 
former girlfriend's 3-month-old daugh
ter by intentionally dropping her on the 
floor. 

Joshua Piercefield had met Jessica 
Truax online in August 2010. He moved 
into her Eaton Rapids apartment after 
the birth of her daughter Olivia the next 

year and eventually be
came one of the child's 
primary caregivers. 

On May 6 of last year, 
he was watching her 
while her mother worked 
a late shift at a Dimondale 
Wendy's. 

"In his guilty plea, he 
said that, on this particu
lar evening, he was frus

3-month-old 
Olivia Faith 
Truax died 
from brain 

trated and angry at this 3- injuries. 
month-old who was cry-
ing, crying, crying," said Neil O'Brien, 
senior assistant prosecuting attorney 
for Eaton County. 

"He couldn't get her to stop crying. It 
was getting him angry." 

He admitted to shaking the girl, 
O'Brien said, and then to "violently 
dropping the baby down to the floor of 
the apartment." 

The fall caused or partly caused 
brain injuries that led to the girl's death 
four days later. Even when it was clear 
that the child was hurt- she was lethar
gic the next morning and stopped 
breathing on a car trip to Ohio-Pierce
field didn't tell her mother or her doc
tors what had happened. 

See INFANT, Page 6A 
Joshua James Piercefield in court in 2011. 
LSJ FILE PHOTO 
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IN BRIEF 
Robber falls down, 
shoots vidim in leg 

A 35-year-old Lansing 
man was shot in the leg 
early Monday after the 
man robbing him tripped 
police said. ' 

Officers were called 
at 1:18 a.m. Monday to a 
house in the the 1500-
block of Marquette 
Street, on the city's north 
side, for a robbery and 
shooting, Lansing police 
Public Information Offi
cer Robert Merritt said. 

The robber rang the 
victim's doorbell, pointed 
a gun at him and de
manded cash and elec
tronic items, Merritt 
said. 

As the robber walked 
to get the items he 
tripped, the gun went off 
and the victim was shot 
in the leg, Merritt said. 

The robber left with 
the victim's property and 
cash. Police do not be
lieve this was a random 
crime. 

The robber is de
scribed as a black man 35 
to 40 years old, about 
5-feet-6-inches with a 
scruffy beard wearing a 
red hooded sweat shirt 
dark-colored cargo pru{ts 
and a white, knit hat with 
S!rings hanging from the 
sides. He drove way in a 
gold blazer, the victim 
told police. 

Anyone with informa
tion is asked to call police 
at 483-4600, Crime Stop
pers at 483-STOP or send 
an anonymous text mes
sage to 847411. Start the 
text with LPD517, then 
type the message. 

E.R. man arrested 
in raid on meth lab 

EATON RAPIDS -A 
36-year-old Eaton Rapids 
man was arrested Sat
urday after police raided 
a home following a two-

month meth lab investi
gation. 

Tri-County Metro 
Narcotics Squad officer: 
entered a home at about 
2:55 a.m. Thursday and 
found items used to mal< 
methamphetamine in th1 
"one pot" method, "an 
extremely dangerous 
method ... (that) is high!) 
flammable and poses an 

·extreme risk of explo
sion," said Detective 1st 
Lt. Tim Gill of the Michi 
gan State Police and hea1 
of the Tri-County Metro 
Narcotics Squad. 
. A fir~ two weeks ago 
m Lansmg Township wai 
caused by the same type 
of meth-making process 
Gill said. ' 

The Eaton Rapids mai 
was arrested and the 
prosecutor's office is 
determining whether to 
file charges. 

Anyone with informa
tion about illegal drug 
activity is asked to call 
the Tri-County Metro 
Narcotics Squad at 394-
5588. 

Masked man robs 
Quality Dairy store 
. A n~rth Lansing Qual
ity Dairy was robbed latt 
Sunday, according to cit) 
police. 

The robbery was re
ported at about 11:30 p.m 
Sunday in the 1200 block 
of West Willow Street 
Public Information offi
cer Robert Merritt said. 

Employees told offi
cers a man entered the 
store and demanded 
money. The employees 
handed over cash and 
were then ordered to a 
back room. 

The robber is de
scribed as a black man 
wearing a yellow, hooded 
University of Michigan 
sweat shirt, blue shorts 
over black pants and a 
black face mask. 

- From staffreporti 
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"He never told any
body," said Detective Sgt. 
Kyle McPhee of the Mich
igan State Police, one of 
the lead detectives on this 
case, "and ultimately the 
baby had to suffer for two 
days." 

Piercefield was initia
lly charged with open 
murder and second-de
gree child abuse. He 
agreed to plead guilty to 
second-degree murder. 

Though he technically 
faces up to life in prison, 
both O'Brien and Mat
thew Newburg, one of 
Piercefield's court-ap
pointed attorneys, said 
Eaton County Circuit 
Judge Calvin Oosterha
ven had agreed to a prison 
sentence of 18 to 30 years 
if Piercefield pleaded 
guilty. He is scheduled for 
sentencing on June 28. 

"It was his decision to 
make, and I think he un
derstands the gravity of 
it," Newburg said. 

"One thing that's clear 
is this is a tragic case." 
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"Kids .are lacking nature. They're not spending time outside." 
JULIE POWERS, Lockwood Elementary principal 

There are about 20 acres around Northwestern Elementary in Eaton Rapids, which include woods, trails, an amphitheater and ponds. The 
school closed in 2011. The district would like to see the unused space become a "nature academy." MATIHEW DAE SMITH/FOR THE LSJ 

Outdoors becomes 
the classroom 

Idea would turn school into 'nature academy' 
By Rachel Greco 
rgreco@lsj.com 

EATON RAPIDS - The halls of North
western Elementary have been quiet 
since the school closed in 2011, but the 
building and the 20 scenic acres that sur
round it haven't been forgotten. 

Take a walk around the property with 
Eaton Rapids Public Schools District Su
perintendent Bill DeFrance, and he'll 
paint a picture of promise for what might 
become of the unused space. 

"What we'd like to do is bring this 
back to life," said DeFrance, as he ges
tured to the modest outdoor amphithe
ater that sits just inside the wooded trail 
area. 

Every 100 feet along the path are edu
cational signs displaying information 
about the wildlife found on the land. 

At the start of the property's trails, a 
wooden sign reads "Nature Center." 
If school officials can work out the de
tails, the land will be home to something 

bigger by 2014. 
The district has spent more than a 

year looking at setting up a "nature acad
emy" on the property - a place where 
students would be given hands-on educa
tion indoors and out. The idea is to make 
the school site a viable part of the district 
again and boost enrollment numbers. 

"What we would do is build a school 
with a program that would place an em
phasis on science and mathematics," ex
plained DeFrance. "We would like to 
take advantage of the property to estab
lish a small school nature academy that 
we think would be pretty cool." 

Lockwood Elementary Principal Julie 
Powers helped write the initial nature 
academy proposal. She said the property 
represents a unique opportunity to give 
students a place where project-based 
learning is the norm, not the exception. 

"We saw this property, and it's such a 
beautiful amount of trails back there," 
Powers said. "We want to have a school 
that is multi-age, where kids are flowing 

into each others' rooms." 
Powers also said the academy would 

create a place that advocates and spear
heads outdoor learning. 

"Kids are lacking nature," she said. 
"They're not spending time outside." 

School officials aren't the only ones 
excited by the idea. 

Earlier this month, the state House 
Education Committee approved a reso
lution backing the district's plans for the 
academy. The move came after De
France spoke to a group of legislators 
about the idea in an attempt to gauge 
their interest. 

"The school will help foster a true 'no 
child left inside' approach to learning, 
which is so important in today's society," 
said state Rep. Mike Shirkey, R-Clark
lake. "We all should encourage school 
districts to push the academic envelope 
to inspire creativity and academic 
excellence." 

See NATURE, Page 38 
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School officials estimate that $250,000 to $500,000 is 
needed for renovations. MATIHEW DAE SMITH/FOR THE LSJ 

Nature 
Continued from Page 18 

Depending on how its 
done, the academy could 
also represent a new ap
proach to shared-services 
among Eaton County 
school districts. 

DeFrance said the dis
trict is exploring several 
options for the school's 
operation. 

Those include creating 
a separate charter school, 
outside the district's oper
ational structure. But 
DeFrance said that path 
would require the cre
ation of an independent 
board to govern the school 
and separate funding of 
the facility. 

Shared services 
More likely possibili

ties include operating the 
academy as part of the 
public school district. The 
building can house more 
than 450 students and, 
while some could be per
manent enrollees, offi
cials said they'd like to ex
pose as many of the dis
trict's students as possi
ble to the offerings at the 
academy. 

DeFrance said the 
academy could even offer 
a partnership, of sorts, to 
other local school dis
tricts whose students 
wish to attend classes at 
the facility. 

"It would be a building 
that would be ·used by kids 
from a couple different 
districts," he said. 

Charlotte schools 
Superintendent Nancy 
Hipskind said she hasn't 
had a chance to weigh in 
on what Eaton Rapids offi
cials are pursuing, but she 
believes shared educa
tional services are what's 
in store for Michigan's 
public schools. 

"I think that's where 
the state is pushing us," 
she said. "I think you're 
going to see more blended 
programs between dis-

tricts. I think we are in an 
evolution." 

Before the district's 
nature academy becomes 
a reality two key issues 
must be resolved. 

Finding the money 
First, DeFrance said 

officials estimate that 
$250,000 to $500,000 is 
needed to renovate the 
property and the building 
before it could house an 
academy. The work would 
include upgrading the 
building's existing sci
ence room with proper 
equipment and cleaning 
up the natural land that 
surrounds the building. 
That would include fur
ther work to the existing 
amphitheater. 

Officials are pursing 
grants that could fund the 
work, DeFrance added. 
He said supporters hope 
to see a garden created on 
the property- where stu
dents can grow their own 
food - and an enclosed 
area where animals could 
be housed and cared for. 

Collin Smith is chief 
financial officer at Eaton 
Rapids schools. He said 
the academy, although a 
refreshing concept, won't 
work if it doesn't bring in 
at least 20 new students to 
the district. 

'Concept' stage 
Smith said closing 

Northwestern last year 
saved the district $150,000 
a year. If reopened, in
creased enrollment would 
ensure that the venture is 
sustainable. 

DeFrance acknowl-
edged the academy is still 
in the "concept" stages. 
He said officials are hop
ing to secure grant fund
ing for renovations, but 
that how the school will be 
operated and who it will 
serve are details that have 
to be worked out. 

"Everybody is excited 
about the concept," he 
said. "We just need to se
cure some resources to 
get it done." 

Eaton Rapids Public Schools District Superintendent Bill 
Defrance shows off the nearly 20 acres of trails and 
woodland at Northwestern Elementary. RACHEL GRECO/LSJ 
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Outdoors becomes 
the classroom 

Idea would turn school into 'nature academy' 
By Rachel Greco 
rgreco@lsj.com 

EATON RAPIDS-The halls of North
western Elementary have been , quiet 
since the school closed in 2011, but the 
building and the 20 scenic acres that sur
round it haven't been forgotten. 

Take a walk around the property with 
Eaton Rapids Public Schools District Su
perintendent Bill DeFrance, and he'll 
paint a picture of promise for what might 
become of the unused space. 

"What we'd like to do is bring this 
back to life," said DeFrance, as he ges
tured to the modest outdoor amphithe
ater that sits just inside the wooded trail 
area. 

Every 100 feet along the path are edu
cational signs displaying information 
about the wildlife found on the land. 

At the start of the property's trails, a 
wooden sign reads "Nature Center." 
If school officials can work out the de
tails, the land will be home to something 

bigger by 2014. 
The district has spent more than a 

year looking at setting up a "nature acad
emy" on the property - a place where 
students would be given hands-on educa
tion indoors and out. The idea is to make 
the school site a viable part of the district 
again and boost enrollment numbers. 

"What we would do is build a school 
with a program that would place an em
phasis on science and mathematics," ex
plained DeFrance. "We would like to 
take advantage of the property to estab
lish a small school nature academy that 
we think would be pretty c;ool." 

Lockwood Elementary Principal Julie 
Powers helped write the initial nature 
.academy proposal. She said the property 
represents a unique opportunity to give 
students a place where project-based 
learning is the norm, not the exception. 

"We saw this property, and it's such a 
beautiful amount of trails back there," 
Powers said. "We want to have a school 
that is multi-age, where kids are flowing 

into each others' rooms." 
Powers also said the academy would 

create a place that advocates and spear
heads outdoor learning. 

"Kids are lacking nature," she said. 
"They're not spending time outside." 

School officials aren't the only ones 
excited by the idea. 

Earlier this month, the state House 
Education Committee approved a reso
lution backing the district's plans for the 
academy. The move came after De
France spoke to a group of legislators 
about the idea in an attempt to gauge 
their interest. 

"The school will help foster a true 'no 
child left inside' approach to learning, 
which is so important in today's society," 
said state Rep. Mike Shirkey, R-Clark
lake. "We all should encourage school 
districts to push the academic envelope 
to inspire creativity and academic 
excellence." 

See NATURE, Page 38 


