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Wind turbine
firm to create
100 jobs in
Eaton Rapids
.MEussA D0Ms1c
mdomsic®lsj.com

EATON .RAPIDS - A Rochester
company expects to create 100 clean
energy jobs in the next I Yz years in Eaton Rapids. URV USA LLC was awarded a $3.5 million grant and $500,ilOO
loan from federal stimulus funds to create a foundry that would produce castings for wind turbine components.
Gov. Jennifer Granholm on Friday
announced nme recipients of the loans
and grants, which are part of the federal Clean Energy Advanced Manufa.cturing prograin.

To supply wind energy firm
"This Recovery Act investment links
Michigan's strong manufacturing roots
to alternative energy technology that
will help us compete in the global economy while creating jobs right here ha
Eaton Rapids," U.S. Rep. Mark Schauer, D-Battle Creek, said in a statement
URV USA is part of Finland's URV
Foundry. Company officials did not retuni calls Frigay·,seeking. comment on
hiring details.
The foundry will be located next to
the Astraeus Wmd Energy Inc. complex
in Eaton Rapids. Schauer said. It will
supply Astraeus.
In December 2009, Astraeus snagged
a $7 million grant through the CEAM
program to build a machine that produc.es wind turbine bubs. In April, it won
a $6 million state grant to develop advanced wind turbfue blade components.
Astraeus was formed last summer
as an affiliate of Eaton Rapids-based
Dowding MachinEg LLC.

'Highly competitive'
''The URV has. some technologies
that make it-best-in-class from a casting
standpoint," said Jeff Metts, president
of Astraeus and Dowding Industries. "It
will be highly competitive with the Chinese and when we put our machining together with that foundry, it will allow us
to compete with any0ne in the world"
Dowding is contracting with Sterling Heights-based MAG Industrial Automation Systems I..LC to build machines for the wind tarbine component
production. It's also working with Midland-based Dow Chemical Co. and the
Oak Ridge National Laboratory based
in Tennessee on materials and technical expertise.
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First day jitters

lC

Check out some of these books to help
your little one prepare for the first day
of preschool, kindergarten or first grade.

15,000 VEHICLES PER. DAY USE BUMPY ROAD

13 townships
will• vote on
paymgmore
for patrols
Rural areas in Ingham County
affected by budget shortfalls
·~ON THE BALLOT

ScorrDAVIS
sedavis@Jsj:com

ROD ~A.NFORDfcansing State Journal

In need of repair: Construction barrels are ready for the road construction on Mt. Hope;Road ne;ir Hagadorniffio;id and the MSU campus
Monday. Aportion next to MSU should be done by mid·September. Tbe entire project is exp':lcted to be completed by mid-October.

Repairs to begin today on
rough stretch of Mt. Hope
Multiple issues
pushed back
$1.SM project
MATTHEW MILLER
mrmille~lsj.com

EAST LANSING - The
stretch of Mt. Hope Road
that separates Michigan State
University's central campus
from the farm fields and scattered research facilities to
the south is among the most
pitted and pot-holed major
. roads in the area
That's about to change.
Starting today, Mt. Hope
will be closed to through
traffic between Farm Lane
and Hagadorn Road and between Hagadorn Road and

I1·96 CONSTRUCTION UPDATE

Okemos Road in Meridian '
Township while crews resurface the roadway, repair
From U.S. 12;· to Meridian Roadl
sidewalks and replace the
•Traffic was shifted
culvert that allows Herron
earlier this month, so
Creek to fl.ow underneath.
all traffic is on what
"I think everyone is willis normally the
ing to accommodate the ineastbound side of th!
convenience of the closure
highway. The pr~oct
just to have it repaired,"
is on track to fini~h
said John Boyse, who works
by November, thm:gh
at the Crop and Soil Scireconstruction of tile
ence Teaching and Research
rest area east of
Facility, just south of Mt.
Okemos Road won't
Hope.
be complete until
"It couldn't come sooner."
spring.
Mt. Hope is used by more
From Wacous'la Road to M·43 (Sa;minaw Highway)
than 15,000 cars per day on
• Aportion of the e:1slllound traffic has 00en shifted to the newly
average. That traffic will be
reconstructed portion of the roadway and the remairliler likely will
diverted onto Service and
shift after Labor !Jay, said MOOT spokesper.;on Kari Arend. "We have
Jolly roads.
a whole new traffii:oe1111tigurttion coming i':l~' rhe hoi:e is to
Bill Conklin, managing dicomplete work on+:96 itself •Y the end of the year, she said. The
rector of the Ingham County
remainder of the µrojtot, which also inclueies work on M·43/Saginaw
Highway, won't be <lone until the end of noo ~mmer:
SEE MT. HOPE Page 2A

Voters in 13 townships
in Ingham County will be
asked Nov. 2 to pay higher taxes to contract with
the Ingham County Sheriff's Department for police patrols.
Residents in Alaiedon,
Aurelius, Bunker Hill, Ingham,Leroy;Leslie,Locke,Onondaga,
Stockbridge,
Vevay,
Wheatfield,
White
Oak and
William- • More election
coverage at
st own
www.l~j.com/
will be electio11s
asked to
create
special assessmeno: districts
generating an estimated
$2 million annually for rural sheriff's patrols.
Townships faced an
Aug. 24 deadline to submit the ballot proposals
to the Ingham County
Clerk's Office.
Ingham County officials have asked. townships to begin contracting
for sheriff patrols because
the cash-strapped county
is facing a rising Ehortfall
caused by declini.Dg revenues. Lansing, Delhi and
Meridian townships have

~lwl
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SEE PATROLS
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.Man who dragged dog to face charges
Arraignment set
for today in animal
cruelty incident
KEVIN GRASHA

kgrasha@lsj.com
CHARLOITE - Prosecutors have issued misdemeanor charges against an
18-year-old who they say in-

tentionally dragged a dog
around the streets of Eaton
Rapids while
the dog was
chained to his
sport utility
vehicle.
The reckless driving
and animal
crueltycharg- Meoak
es, which are
punishable by up to 93 days
in jail, are only the latest le-

HAPPU.IUJG TODAY

•Junior League New Member Wine and Cheese Social, 5:30-7 p.m.
Perspective2 Studio, 319 E. Grand River Ave. (Old Town), Lansing. The
Junior League of Lansing, a nonprofit organization of women supporting
women and children at risk, invites all women interested in joining to a
Wine and Cheese Social. For membership information, please contact
Kate Marchyok and Kelly Kobus at membership@jllansing.org or the
Junior League of Lansing office at 324-8716. Info: www.jllansing.org.

gal issues Todd Meoak of
Eaton Rapids faces.
Meoak is now se·rvin.g jail
time for a probation violation and could face operating while intoxicated charg·
es unrelated to the dragging
incident, which h~ppened
the morning of Aug. L'i.
Police did not artest Meoak immediately after the
driver of a pickup - who
saw the 5-year-old rottweiler
mix being pulled by Meoak's

Clinton County
• Ovid· Elsie Area Schools: A
request to increase a levy by
.6 mills for four years for
operating purposes. The
request would add $60 in taxes
to a home with a taxable value
of $100,000.
• Fulton Schools: Arequest for a
levy not to exceed 3 mills for
five years to fund school
building repairs. The request
would add up to $300 in taxes
to a home with a taxable value
of $100,000.

More on Page 2A

Eaton Rapids
police Officer
Amanda Drake
with "Lucky."
The dog, a
rottweiler
mix, suffered
injuries
requiring
surgery after
police said he
was dragged
by an SUV.

DoG IPage 2A

Courtesy photo
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Filthy conditions found
at Iowa egg farms

A daily feed oftop heai:fines

Clemons pleads
not guilty

LOCAL g STAlE

Tech center to get
Lansing home •.ase
The Information TechnolO!JY
Empowerment Center is creatimg a
home base in the former He.Imes
Street School. At right, aspiring game
designer Jimmy Sibomana, 12; of
Lansi119, talks last week with Chris
Fritz, ~. of ITEC. - Page IB-

MATTHEW DAE:SMITH/For the LSJ

WASHINGTON Seven-time Cy Young
winner Roger Clemens
pleaded not guilty
Monday to charges of
lying to Congress about
whether he used steroids
or human growth
hormone. - Page SB

~ T~DAY'S rOlqECAST • Hot and hazy, hi~ near 90, low near 70.
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Start your child on the right foot !inane c 111. Open an MSUFC IJ routh •ccount for your child today.

bytheNCUA

.

•

WASHINGTON - Federal officials
investigating conditions at the two Iowa
mega-farms whose products have been at
the center of the biggest egg recall in U.S.
history found filthy conditions, including
rodents, flies and maggots "too numerous
to count." - Page 3A

Full forecast • 6C

. ~JWll~JJJI ~-92- ~~4.Jt~lQBLe~••;,.~
Federally Insured

Eaton County:
• Eaton County Transportation
Authority: Arequest to
increase a levy by an amount
not to exceed 0.75 mill for five
years to better provide public
transportation to the elderly
and handicapped. The request
would add up to $75 in taxes to
a home with a taxable value of
$100,000.
• Olivet: Arequest to increase
a levy by up to 1.7372 mills for
a period of five years, bringing
the city's total millage to
15 mills - the amount
authorized in the city charter.
The levy has been reduced in
past years due to Headlee
rollbacks. The request would
add up to about $174 in taxes
to a home with a taxable
value of $100,000.

Survivor:

Chevrolet Tahoe - forced
him to pull over.
Eaton Rapids Police Chief
Paul Malewski said they had
to investigate Meoak's claim
that he didn't know the dog
was chained to the vehicle.
But later that same day,
after a traffic stop at about
11 p.m., police arrested Meoak in E2.1Dn Rapids on suspicion af driving while unSEE

Some of the other ballot
proposals that will appear on the
ballot Nov. 2 in mid-Michigan:

-~

Breaking news on
your cell phone
Text LSJNEWS to 44636 (41NFO).

Bulldirtg i>1eorru; . ; ; '1 ·
(517) 333-2424 , www.msufcu.org
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Every day, reader!; respond to
stories they see 01lline or in the LSJ.

LCC I Caribbean Festival

Here are afew of your comments. To see more orshareyour own comments, look at the bottom of any story posted online.
society. Lei Mexico deal with their own
problems, not make them our problem. Yes we
Two thirds think Michigan
need am Arizona like law in all 50 states.
should have law like Arizona's From "Ourgovernmentiscorrupt:" Umm,
· From SomelinMi:" Why are they allowed' to please explain to me what "rights" they are
come into our country and be given more rights given that you do not have? Please explain how
they are "allowed" to illegally enter and by
then our legally born citizens? Just so that the
Dems can win them over, get them the righi to whom? And please show me one factually
vote and to continue to ruin our country. let the based study that "proves" illegals have voted;
not tried to get a card, but actually voted. You
Dems and illegals have California, Oregon Cllld
can't. Once again another person pulling
Washington. Give the rest of US back to us!
From "Phildmat:" Illegals are just that-lnegal. nonsense to suit their political agenda.
From "Okemosgii'I:" This is overreacting.
Outside the law-ship em all out, and save G\Jr
Michigan's illegal immigrant problem is nothing
resources for our people, not Mexico's or
like Arizona or Calif&rnia. It's too cold here! Or
anyone else's. Send the soldiers to the border,
maybe we have Canadians sneaking in.
and close it to this menace threatening our
IN RESPONSE TO

ROBERT KILLIPS/Lansing State Journal

Fun and games: After making a hat and having his face painted,
Jacob Wilson, 3, makes a bracelet Saturday in the children's area at
the LCC Caribbean Festival. See more at www.lsj.com/photos.

GET PUBLISHED
Submit news, photos and events for our community pages at www.hj.com/getpublished

Have you finished your back-to-school
shopping?
344 responses

LJ []
50%
Yes

50%
No

I:·?Today's question
Do you think Michigan should adopt an
immigration law similar to Arizona's?
Give LIS YOUR TAKE at www.lsj.com/news.

Dog: Suspect in Mt. Hope: Fann Lane to Hagadorn
jail after later arrest section expected to. reopen by Sept. 17
Expect delays
violated probation
on U.S.127
CONTINUED FROM

CONTINUED FROM

lA

What's next

der the influence of drugs.
He was taken to the Eaton
County Jail, where he has
been held ever since.
That arrest meant he had
violated probation in another case, authorities said.
Meoak was convicted earlier this year for shooting
a goose at aft Eaton Rapids
park with a pellet gun, authorities said.
An Eaton County judge
revoked Meoak's probation
in that case and sentenced
him to 60 days in jail.
Charges in the driving
while intoxicated case are
pending results of toxicology tests, prosecutors said.

Arraignment today
Meoak, who is expected
to be arraigned today in 56A
District Court, does not yet
have an attorney in the animal cruelty and reckless driving case. A court-appointed
attorney will be assigned after the arraignment.
The female dog, now
named Lucky, suffered severe road bums and lost her

• Todd Meoak is expected to be
arraigned today in Eaton County
District Court on misdemeanor
charges of reckless driving and
animal cruelty.
pads and toenails. She has
undergone three surgeri_es.

Dog adopted
The day- of the incident,
she was adopted by Guy
Brown ofEaton Rapids, who
saw her being dragged down
his street and tended to
her after Meoak was finally
forced to ·stop. Meoak did
not own her, but stayed at a
house where she lived, police said.
Her owners didn't show
up at the veterinary hospital,
where Lucky was treated.
Prosecutor Jeff Sauter said
his options for charges were
limited, because according
to state law, what allegedly
happened did not rise to the
level of a felony.
"We charged him with
what we could, which was
limited to the misdemeanors," Sauter said.

IA

Road Commission, said the
plan is to maintain access
to homes, businesses and
neighborhood side streets,
though drivers "may have
to vary the end they come
from depending on where
the actual closure is.~
The section between
Farm Lane and Hagadorn
Road is expected to reopen
Sept. 17, in time for MSU'ssecond home football game.
The remaining sections will
remain closed at least
through mid-October.
The timing of the $1.5 million project, 80 percent (j!
which will be paid for with
federal funds, might seem
less than perfect, particularly
since MSU is going back into
session.
Conklin said a number
of factors delayed the project, the first of which had
to do with projects fundt:d
by the American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act beillg
added to the road commission's workload last year.
"Those projects had to
be done right away before
we lost the ability to use the

ROD SANFORD/Lansing State Journal

Ready for repair: Barricades and road closed signs are ready
for the upcoming road construction on Mt. Hope near Hagadorn.
ARRA funds," he ~;aid.
But the Mt. Hope project
was also pushed ·;:iack by a
delay in the allocation of
federal funding to the proj-

ect this past spring and by
the fact that the contractor,
Michigan Paving and Ma·
terials, had trouble lining
up a disadvantaged business

Motorists heading northbound
on U.S.127 will continue facing
traffic delays today and Wednesday because of construction.
One lane is closed continuously
just north of Lake Lansing Road
while workers replace concrete,
said Kari Arend, a spokeswoman
for the Michigan Department of
Transportation. MOOT hopes to
finish the work, which began
Monday, by rush hour Wednesday
evening, she said.
Traffic was backed up for miles
to the Interstate 496 interchange
Monday.
Arend apologized for the
delays, but said MOOT tried to
pick the least inconvenient time
for construction.
"We're trying to get it done
before the holiday weekend and
the first Spartan home football
game," she said.
enterprise subcontractor as
required by the federal government, Conklin said.
"That delayed the award
of his contract until just last
week."

Patrols: Homeowners would pay more
CONTINUED FROM

Saturday's results
Midday Daily-3: 6ll
•Classic
lotto 47: 5, 14, 20, 26, 43, 44
• Evening Daily-3: 973
•Six-Number winners: None
t Midday Daily-4: 6564
•Wednesday's jackpot: $1.2 million
t Evening Daily-4: 6496 • Powerball: 4, 22, 27, 32, 56
Power Ball: 13 Power Play: 4
• FantasyS:
• Wednesday's jackpot: $34 million
1, 2, 10, 18, 35
Jackpot: $100,000
Friday's results
t Keno: 2, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 14, • Mega Millions: 4, 10, 26, 32, 41
20, 27, 29, 31, 36, 40, 41, Mega Ball:31
•Winners: None
47, 52, 63, 65, 67, 68, 71,
•Today's jackpot: $12 million
77
t

For lottery results 24 hours aday, call 335-5640.

Corrections and clarifications

The Lansing State Journal strives to provide accurate and fair
reporting. It is our policy to correct substantive errors offact. If
you think we may have published incorrect infonnation, please
call 377-1174 or e-mail corrections@lsj.com.
Mission statement: We will be the valued voice of our community and
trusted local information leader, committed to excellence every day.
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their own police departments and don't rely on
the Sheriff's Office for basic safety.
"(Residents) are honibly
disappointed in the county
commissioners," said Dallas Henney, Leslie Township supervisor. "They feel
they are using the out-county as a w!1ipping boy."

Funding needed
But Henney said township
board
members
agreed police protection
funding was needed, which
led to the 5-0 vote by the
township board to approve
the ballot question language. He said the town·
ship would hold an information meeting Sept. 29 at
the township hall to educate residents about the
ballot question.
In all townships ~xcept
for Wheatfield and Alaie-

don, homeownt!rs would
pay up to $150 annually for
the special assessment, and
businesses would pay up to
$250each.
The final amount would
be determined' after the
election, officials say.
Alaiedon Township residents will be asked to pay a
millage not to exceed l mill
for the special assessment;
a resident of a home with
a taxable value of $100,000
would pay up to $100 annually. Wheatfield Township
residents will be asked to
pay an amount not exceeding 1.56 mills; a resident
with a home with a taxable
value of $100,000 would
pay up to $156.

Ballot proposals in Ingham County

• Lansing Public Schools: Arequest for a 1.5 mill levy over five years
for school repairs and other improvements. Ahome with a taxable
value of $100,000 would pay $150 a year.
• Potter Park: County residents will vote on a live-year, 0.41 mill renewal
for the operation of Potter Park and Potter Park Zoo. Ahomeowner with
a house with a taxable value of $100,000 would pay $41 under the
millage; it would generate $2.9 million in its first year.
t Mason: Aproposal that asks residents whether they favor the city
council adding 0.5 mill to the city's millage rate to support its city park
system.
t Stockbridge Area Emergency Services: Arequest to renew for live
years a 0.1 mill increase in a 1mill levy to fund capital equipment and
facility improvements. The request would add $10 in taxes to a home
with a taxable value of $100,000.
•Meridian Township: Arequest to reduce the previously approved
0.75 mill Land Preservation Millage to 0.33 mill and renew it for
10 years. It would generate $536,000 in 2010.
•Meridian Township: Aproposal asking to increase taxes by no more
than 0.7998 mill for six years, bringing the township's total millage to
5 mills, the amount authorized in the charter. The levy has ~een reduced
in past years due to required rollbacks. About $1.3 million would be
collected
in 2010 for police, fire and other township services.
The Sheriff's department has taken hits during
past rounds of budget cuts. lice offer backup for comIn the past two years, the munities without police
county has cut 18 uni- services, but troopers reformed offi~rs. State po- spond based on priority.

18 positions cut

DONATE
YOUR CAR

This year, CDC recommending
nearly everyone get a flu shot
Assoc!ATED PllE&S

"Flu vsiccines are

WASHINGfON - Ifs
flu-shot season already, and
for the first time health authorities are urging nearly
everyone to get v:;,ccinated.
There is even a new highdose version for people 65 or
older.
What a differer.ce a year
makes: Crowds lined up for
hours for scarce shots during
last fall's swine flu pandemic,
when infections peaked well
before enough vaccine could
be produced. 'flili; year, a record vaccine supply is expected - an all-in-one inoculation that now promises protection against that
swine flu strain pl.us two other kinds of influenza.
Shipments began so early that drugstores are offering vaccinations amid their

the best way to
protect yourself and

those around you."
Dr. Ame Schuchat

CDC
back-to-school sales.
But without last year's
scare factor, the question is
how many people will heed
the new policy for near-universal vacdnation. No more
stopping ro check ifyou're on
a high-risk list: A yearly dose
is recommended for virtually everyone except babies
younger than 6 months the shot isn't approved for
tots that young - and people with severe allergies to
the eggs used to brew it.

"Influenza is serious, and
anyone, including healthy
people, can get the flu and
spread the flu," said Dr.
Anne Schuchat of the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.
The CDC was moving toward that policy even before last year's pandemic
brought home an inescapable fact: The flu virus
doesn't just kill grandparents and babies and people
with weak lungs or hearts.
It also can kill healthy pregnant women and 30-somethings. And 5-year-olds.
Last year's U.S. toll: about
12,000 deaths, 60 million illnesses and 265,000 hospitalizations. New CDC statistics
last week suggest flu strain
mortality varies widely and
ifs impossible to predict how
bad each year~ be.

Help the
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Volunteers
of America®
MICHIGAN

Please contact us:
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'
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion,',·.
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof,· or abridging the freedom of
speech, or ofthe press; or the right of the people peaceably to
assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress ofgrievances.
- First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution

Road impasse indicts Legislature's· skill
OUIR POINT IS...
T
he Michigan Legislature is taking its
talent for farce to "Monty Python"
levels. It remains a possibility that the
Legislature will fail to come up with areasonable method to raise about $85 million
for road work, thereby unlocking $475
lion in additional federal aid.
Do lawmakers take hovercraft to the Capitol? That's the only way they can possibly
not realize that Michigan needs lots of
money for its transportation grid. Oh, and
the state could benefit from some road construction jobs, too.
This problem has lingered for months time lawmakers preferred to spend campaigning rather than working at the Capitol.
Before taking most of the summer off,
the House and Senate each enacted their
own plan for the $85 million. The Democratic House said it would use general fund
money, regardless of the fact that the general fund is in deficit. Republican critics,
such as Rep. Paul Opsommer of DeWitt;
have feasted on that point.

EXPRESS
YOURSELF
Letters
to the Editor
t Letters must be 175
words or fewer. Include
address and telephone
number for verification ,
purposes only. Letters are.
subject to editing. Letters
to the editor, opinion and
Viewpoints columns, and
articles submitted to the State
Journal may be published or
distributed in prin~ electronic
or other forms.
Questions? Call 377-1256.
t By fax: (517) 377-1298
t By mail: Letters to the
Editor, Lansing State Journal,
120 E. Lenawee St., Lansing,
Ml48919
.t By e111ail: opinions@lsj.com

mil-

which makes it impossible for the state to
maximize federal matching dollars. With
economic conditions uncertain and fuel
Lawmakers preferred to spend the summer on their own
economy figures rising, fuel tax revenue
affairs, rather than resolve road fonding crisis.
won't rebound. The coalition, therefore,
argues for new funding, such as with an
The Republican Senate's plan is more spe- increase in the fuel-tax rate.
cific, if no more appealing. The Senate voted
With the deadline to approve a 2011 state
to raid existing highway programs. Nearly $50 budget just a month away, the Senate stratmillion would be stripped from maintenance egy seem5 to be to argue that the late hour
and another $26 million would be pulled from means only its plan remains viable. Left
a fund designed to help build roads tied to
unsaid, of course, is why legislators chose
economic devdopmenit projects.
not to work on a compromise in, say, June.
Back in May; a huge business-labor coaliAlso left unsaid: What does Michigan do
tion advocating for a better transportation
next year when it finds itself short of the
policy rightly labeled the Senate's plan a
dollars needed to acquire all available fed"rob Peter to pay Paul'" affair. They argued
eral help?
that one of the cuts actually could hamper
Not even this Legislature is inept enough
efforts to, you guessed it, gain other federal to get to Oct. 1 without the money. Lawmakmatching dollars.
ers will throw something together and conThe Drive M[ campaign has for years
gratulate themselves as they return to the
been trying to explain to the Legislature
campaign trail.
that Michigan's system of road funding
Voters shouldn't let them off that easy.
is inadequate. Fuel tax ifevenue is falling,
An LSJ editorial

Prison costs
loom over
Michigan
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Prisoner releases haven't
altered budgetary trends

OHI

MIS~Rl

Viewpoints
Do you wish to write a
500·word opinion on a
topic of general interest?
t Call Derek Melot at

377-1256.
t By e-mail: dmelot@lsj.com

Mosque attitude appalling
I am appalled by the current "debate"
over the mosque in New York City.
Some Americans remember the atrocity
of the Twin Towers and say it's too soon.
·Other Americans remember the atrocity,
too, but say it's time to build bridges.
. There is one overriding historic fact that
I see. The 9/11 terrorists who called them. selves Muslim were not mainline Muslims.
,And my opinion is that they were not, in
. any sense that I understand, "human."
But very few of the 1.5 billion Muslims
in the world are terrorists.
I know the current "polls" suggest a
majority of Americans are against the
mosque being placed at the proposed site.
That is by far the most appalling part of
this for me. As a people, we should put
blame where blame is due - not on 1.5
billion people who did no wrong to us.

Jon Sticklen
Okemos

Pollo for Waverly board
As the new school year approaches in
Waverly, we are faced with new challenges, and those require a new perspective.
Who better to tackle these tough issues than someone who walked the halls
of Waverly for 13 years?
A student's perspective is crucial, as
_cuts keep coming down in Waverly.
But, what Waverly needs is not just any
former student running for school board.
Waverly needs Trevor Pollo, a student
who has displayed his dedication to Waverly throughout his years in band and
sports, as well as academics.
We are not only saying this as voters

YOUR OPINIONS

Electiion letters
~ Election Jetters

received after Sept. 6 are
restricted to 100 wards. The deadline for
submitti11g letters Oil the general election is 5
p.m. Oct 25. The LSJ will print election-related
letters through Oct. 31.

of Waverly, but as his parents. We have
watched him grow into the dedicated,
honest and hard-working young man he
is today, and we can say with 100 percent
certainty that Waverly needs Trevor.
late religion.
Trevor will bring a new, fresh perspecTappillg phones, e-mail and Internet
tive and be a leader who will make sure
accounts, electronic IDs and access to
our students get through this tough time bank records were approved by a constiwith the superb education that Waverly
tutionally conservative Republican presihas always strived to maintain.
dent and :Congress before 2008.
Income taxes were approved in 1916.
Steve and Shannon Pollo
The health-care: debate is more comLansing
plicated than she or I can discuss in one
sentence.
Inflammatory rhetoric fans hatred and
fear and attacks the fundamentals of deBased on the extreme divide among
. mocracy. Enough rhetoric and more fact
peoples that the mere idea of the ground is what we need, not what Sheri Willis is
zero mosque has created, one could con- peddling.
clude that the. actual construction of the
Joel Sharkey
mosque will result in an even more exLansing
treme divide.
Would that not make the supposed purpose of the mosque, to provide a source of
unification of all peoples, be suspect?
I agree with Jim Matson (Letters, Aug.
Eugene R. Capriotti
19).
There are bizarre editing and formatEast Lansing
ting decisions being made at the LSJ.
I think I understand the marketplace
and borrowing from USA Today. But, why
make the paper physically inconvenient
Sheri Willis (Letters, Aug. 21) is en~
to read? The vertical half-page ads woi.!ld
titled to her own opinions, but not her
be inconvenient even if they were filled
own facts.
with news. The 2-by-2 inch stickers were
Government regulation began in
bad, but the half pages are irritating.
America in the 1800s, with the Interstate
I just throw them away. Does anyone
Commerce Commission. There is no
there physkally read the paper?
known legislation to confiscate or ban
Bruce Pigozzi
guns. Democrats have no plans to regu· Lansing

Mosque plan is divisive

LSJ decisions 'bizarre'

How about some facts?

Auto sector bailout paying dividends
Taxpayers generally shudder at the
phrase "government bailout," and no wonder.
Major companies deemed
"too big to fail" have been
seemingly given a free ride
while small businesses have
buckled under the weight
of the recession. There have
been few good choices in dealing with the
unstable economy. But the government's
handling of the crisis that hit General Motors seems to be paying off....
The company has re-emerged from that
Chapter ll process and recently reported
it earned $1.3 billion in the second quarter
this year, citing sustained progress in
its rebuilding operations. This marked

Other
Views
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the company's strongest financial performance since 2004. This is definitely cause
for a small celebration. The company now
hopes to sell shares in an initial public
offering to end its dependence on the government and pay down the $43.3 billion in
bailout funds that were converted into a
majority stake in the company....
GM is moving forward with four core
brands - Chevrolet, Cadillac, Buick and
GMC - but has sold off other divisions,
including dumping the Hurrimer. Despite
those brand reductions, the automaker
has increased sales in the United States
by 13 percent this year compared with the
first seven months of 2009. The company
also intends to roll out its first plug-in
hybrid vehicle, the Chevrolet Volt.

-~-

American auto •:ompanies in general
put great stock in the popularity of SUVs
and other big vehicles but are now moving toward building more fuel-efficient
vehicles.
The country will be better off for this
in many ways. First, energy conservation
is imperative. Second, fewer emissions are
better for the environment. And, third, the
country needs a stiong and viable American auto industry. That industry directly
or indirectly employs millions of people
and accounts for about 10 percent of the
nation's i;-etail sales;. Letting it collapse
would have most likely deepened and extended the economic recession.

- Poughkeepsie, N.Y., Journal (Aug.
24)

1

Is Michigan doomed to a $2 billion per
year Corrections Department?
Readers may be aware of the Granholm
administration's push to reduce the prison population
in the state. This should,
in theory, help the state control costs, since housing a
felon in a prison can run you
$20,000 to $30,000 per year.
The funny thing is, smaller prisons aren't leading to
DEREK
smaller budgets.
In fiscal 2005, the DOC
MELOT
used $1.7 billion in general
dmelot@lsj.com
fund dollars. For fiscal 2010, 377-1256
DOC is supposed to spend
----$1.89 billion.
For the 2011 budget, the governor initially
recommended $1.88 billion for the department. The Senate has voted for $1.91 billion.
And the House has voted for $1.99 billion.
In her latest bid to break the budgetary logjam, Jennifer Granholm has advised a $50
million cut for DOC in 20ll. So, best case,
that's, what, $1.83 billion?
For its part, DOC is pointing to
efficiency efforts. After seeing a report at
governing.com about how Wisconsin and
Minnesota were saving money· by standardizing prison menus (www.governing.com/
topics/econontlc-dev/minnesota-wisconsinpartnership.html), I asked the DOC what ·
Michigan does in this regard.
DOC spokesman Russ Marian replied,
"We recently contracted with a supply chain
management company out of Okemos called
Integrated Strategies to help lower our food
service costs and increase efficiency. As part
of this process, we do now have a statewide
standard menu. We also have a card swipe
system that the inmates use to help prevent
double backs (inmates getting two meals).
''As a result of all this work, we have lowered the daily food cost from about $2.60
per inmate, per day, to approxim11tely $2.30
per inmate, per day (for three meals)."
On an annual basis, this translates to
about $5 million. That's real money, but
only about three-tenths of 1 percent of the
departmental budget- if I've done my
math correctly.
In 2005, corrections spending was about
19 percent of the state's $8.8 billion general
fund. Let's say, for argument, that DOC
spends $1.85 billion in 2011, and that the
general fund budget is $8.1 billion (a splitthe-difference amount from the budgets offered by the House and Senate). In that
plausible scenario, DOC would represent 23
percent of the general fund.
From one dollar in five to one dollar in
four in about five years - and during a
period when the actual prison population
fell from about 50,000 to below 45,000.
So, at what point does the state see significant savings due to prisoner releases?
The prisoner-budget disconnect has,not
gone unnoticed at the Capitol, just unresolved
Meanwhile, prosecutors across the state
have pounded away at prisoner releases.
Prosecutors conveniently negleet to explain
their own budgetary reforms, but then, they
don't have to offer solutions. All they have
to do is plug in to the quite understandable
fear that a released felon is more dangerous
than an imprisoned one.
Rick Snyder's "Policy central" Web page
has a folder on "International Image," but
not one on prison policy. Hmm. I think prisons will have a far larger effect on a Snyder
gubernatorial term than how Michigan is
perceived in Finland or Chile.

What do you think? Write Derek Melot,
Lansing State Journal, 120 E. Lenawee St.,
Lansing, MI 48919. For past columns, visit
www.lsj.com/columnists.
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SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS
CAN BE MADE FOR GOLD
ORDERS OVER $50,000
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GOV T ISSUED GOLD COINS SET FOR:. IMMEDIATE AT-COST PUBLIC RELEASE
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GOLD SKYROCKETs'-PAST $1,200/0Z . ..:.COULD BE GOING TO $5,000/0Z.
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U.S. CONG RISS

,

U.S. GOV T GOLD COJNS
FINAL VAULT RELEASE
1

The United States Coin and Gold
Reserve Main Vault Facility today announces the final release of U.S . Gov 't
Issued Gold Coins previously held in
the West Point Depository/U.S. Mint.
For the first time in recent histury, U.S.

4_2
..._·,.._o_rns_111_110_ _ _ _ _._

citizens can buy Gov't Issued $5
Gold Coins at an incredible at-cost
price of only $134.85 each. An amazing price because these U.S. Gov't Issued Gold Coins are completely free
of dealer mark-up. That's correct, our
cost. Gold, which recently skyrocketed past $1,200 per ounce, is predicted
by experts to have the explosive upside potential of reaching $5 ,OOOl per
ounce in the future. Please be ad-

0

0

vised: our U.S. Gov't Gold inventory priced at $134.85 per coin could
sell out. Call immediately 14> avoid
disappointment! Orders that are not
immediately received or reserved with
the order center could be subject to
cancellation and your checks :eturned
uncashed. Good luck. We hope that
everyone will have a chance to purchase this special U.S. Gov't lssued
Gold at-cost. Order immediately before our vault sells out completely!

0

0

Call Toll-Free 1-877-316-969€.today.

0

AUTHORIZED BY
U.S. CONGRESS
By Executive Order of Congress Public Law 99-185, Americans cat: now
buy new Government Issued Gold.
Congressionally authorized United
States Gold Coins provide American
Citizens with a way to add physical
Gold to their financial portfolios. Gold
American Eagles are made from solid
Gold mined here in America, minted
at the U.S. Mint at West Point and
produced with an official U.S. dollar denomination... making them legal tender United States Gold Coins.
. . ,.
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GOLD MAY OUTPERFORM
MONEY IN THE BANK

Percent Change
2000-2010·---

_%::::_-_-_-_-_
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If you had $50 ,000 in the bank and you
transferred it into Gold at today's prices, you would now have an opportunity to gain as much as 5 times its value.
That's right, $250,000. On the other
hand, if you leave that same $50 ,000
in the bank for 10 years, chances are,
it's only going to be worth the same
$50 ,000. When you convert money to Gold, you haven't spent your
money but have transferred its value
from a declining paper currency to a
precious metal that is rising in both
market and numismatic value. This is
how the genius of owning Gold can

_

Gold has outperformed the
Nasdaq, D:>w and S&P 50C• over
the past 1O years.
Smart individuals are moving
up to 30% of their assets into
U.S. Gov't Gold Coins. American Citizens may never again
have the chance to buy Gold
at-cost. This could be a once in
a lifetime C•pportunity.

protect your money in today's very
volatile market. Thousands of individuals have lost their entire fortunes
overnight. Don't let it happen to you.
Buying Coins involves some risk. The
market for these items is unregulated,
and the value of a coin depends in
part on the price you pay. You should
not acquire any item if you are not
competent or qualified to make your
own financial decisions. The Gold

$50,000 irn U.S. Gov't Gold
Coins cou Id be worth L p to
$250,000 in the future.
Now could be the best time
to take your money out of the
bank and transfer it into U.S.
Government Gold Coins.

market is currently very explosive
and smart collectors are moving
up to 30% of their assets into Gold.

With the National Debt at more
than $13 trillion and rising, Gold
may have an upside potential
not seen smce the 1980's.

CALL TO ORDER YOUR
U.S. GOLD COINS TODAY

• Due to extremely high Gold demand, Gold Coin prices could
change based on our cu:rrent
vault inventory! Call now before these U.S. Gov't i3old
Coins sell outl
• Special arrangements can be
made for U.S. Gov't Gold orders over $50,000.

CHECK OR BANK WIRE ONLY

1 . Gov't Issue Gold Coin $ 134.85
5 · Gov't Issue Gold Coins $ 674.25
10 • Gov't Issue Gold Coins $ 1,348.50
DUE TO EXTREMELY IDGH GOLD DEMAND, GOLD COIN PRICF.5
COULD CHANGE BASED ON OUR CURRENT VAULT INVENTORY!
SPECIALAT-COST OFFER LIMITED TO PURCHASF.5 OF 10 COINS
($1,348-50) PER HOUSF.HOLD PLUS SHIPPING AND INSURANCE.
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CALL TO ORDER YOUR U.S. GOLD COINS TODAY! I

I
I

GOV'T ISSUED GOLD COINS

I
I

BEGINNING TODAY, l'ELEPHONE ORDERS WILL BE
ACCEPTED ON A FIRST-COME, FIRST-SERVE BASIS
ACCORDING TO THE TIME AND DATE OF THE ORDER.

!I
I

Vault No. 2LAMIF-13485

$1348 5
FreeofDealerMark-up:

EACH

Dl#/QutnmetyhighGolddemand,GoldCoinpricescou/4changebasedonour
cwttnl vault invenlJ)ryf Call now be/on the,. U.S. Gov't Gold Coins sell oul!
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Call to Order Your U.S. Gold Today 2417

I
I

1-877-316-9696
~~~~~

I
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Man who Gtl~\m ~
savedlucky ·
was acting
on instinct
He used truck to
block driver who
was dragging dog
KEVIN GRASHA

kgrasha@lsj.com
'

When Nick Taylor saw a
.Chevrolet Tahoe dragging a dog
by a chain down an Eaton Rapids street, he didn't think about
what to do.
He just reacted.
"It was just a natural instinct
to go after the guy and get him
to stop to see what was going
on," the 29-year-old Eaion Rapids man said. "It was a natural
instinct to save the dog."
Amee Taylor, 29, who was sittililg next to her husband in the
cab of their Ford F-350 pickup
the morning of A'.ug. 15, .said her
husband's response "wa:; literally like an instant."
"His foot just went to the
'floor,'' she said.
The 5-year-old female Rottweiler mix - now named Lucky
- likely would not have surviYed if Nick Taylor hadn't
pulled in front of the sport utility vehicle moments before it
turned onto M-50.
At that point, it is ·believed
Lucky had been dragged at least
three-quarters of a mile.
Had the driver of the Tahoe
pulled onto the road, which
quickly goes from 35 mph to
55 mph, "he would have killed
the dog," Eaton Rapids Police
Chief Paul Malewski said.
The SUV's driver, 18-year-old
Todd Meoak of Eaton Rapids,
was charged this week with misdemeanor animal cruelty and
reclless driving. He faces up to
93 days in jail on the charges.
l.Jlcky suffered severe road
burns and lost her pad:; and
SEE LUCKY

IPage 28

IFUNDRAISER SD
Afundraiser car wash will be held
Satmday from 10 a.m. to noon at the
Eatoo Rapids public safety building,
101 line St. Lucky will be there.
t The money will help pay for Lm:ky's
medical expenses.
t

I.

Lucky: Driver offers to pay bills
CONTINUED FROM

ffi

· toenails. She now ha~
·undergone four surgeries.
Meoak has said he didn't
know that the dog, which
at the time was owned by
someone he knew, was
chained to his vehicle.
Guy Brown, who lives
nearby and rushed to the
scene, ended up adopting her
. and giving her the new name.
Brown believes Lucky's previous owner, who did not
show up at the veterinary
hospital after the incident,
wanted to euthanize her.
The Taylors were not the
only people to respond to the
dragging incident Amee Taylor said when they caught up
to Meoak at the stop sign be, fore M-50, a woman already
was stopped behind Meoak,
and was out of her car, trying
to get his attention.
"She was screaming at the
top of her lungs - screaming and waving her arms,"
Taylor said, "trying to ke~p
him from going anywhere.".
Taylor said she watched
Meoak's brake lights go off
and begin to inch forward.

Getting
better: Lucky
has had four
surgeries
since being
dragged at
least threequarters of a
mile behind an
suv in Eaton ·
Rapids.
Courtesy photo

Tnat's when her husband
"pulled up right in front of
him and blocked him." •
About 12 hours later, Meoale was stopped by Eaton
~_pids police on suspicion
ofdriving while under the inBuence of drugs. Charges are
pending the reswts of toxi' cology tests in that case, but
that arrest triggered acprobation violation and Meoak is
now serving 60 days in jail.
· l!t also was revealed this
w~k that Meoak had been let

out of the Eaton County Jail
the morning of the dragging
incident afteir serving time for
a probation violation.
At his arraignment in 56A
District' Court, he said he was
µriving to see his mother and
girlfriend. He also offered to
pay for Lucky's medical bills.
Malewski said Meoak
made a tragic error.
"Hopefully, he'll learn
'from this and move on with
his life," Malewski said. "I
thin): the dog will forgive

him. She's just that way. She's
just a little, sweet thing."
Nick Taylor has changed
bis mind about Meoak, and
now believes people are
judging him too harshly.
"I don't think he walked
out the door and intentionally dragged the dog," he said.
"! think the dog was already
hooked up (to the SUV) and
whoever did it lost track ...
:He wasn't paying attention,
wasn't in the right state of
mind and took off:'

LSJ q/3
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Thanks from Lucky
On behalf of Lucky the
dog, the Brown family and
the Eaton Rapids Police Departmept, I would like to
say thank you. The donations, cards and calls from
both the citizens and businesses from around thestate of Michigan have been
overwhelming.
Lucky is doing well. She
was in attendance for the
benefit car wash on Sept. 4,
and "dog kisses" were given
out in abundance. She still
has a lot of recovery to do
but with your kind donations and a lot of prayers she
should make as complete a
recovery as is possible.
Such a lesson can be
learned from this little dog.
Even though she was horribly mistreated she bas the
capacity to forgive.
- Paul Malewski,
Chief of Police,
Eaton Rapids

Lansing
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'Lucky' the dog living up to her name after
being dragged nearly a mile behind an SUV
KEVIN GRASHA

kgrasha@lsj.com

EATON RAPIDS - Guy
Brown says the dog he recently adopted and named
Lucky- and there's no other way to put it - is lucky
to be alive.
On Aug. 15, the 5-year-old
female Rottweiler mix, while
attached to a chain, was
dragged by a sport utility vehicle through the streets of
Eaton Rapids, possibly for
Courtesy photo three-quarters of a mile.
When the Chevrolet TaNew friend: Eaton Rapids police Officer Amanda
hoe, according to a witDrake poses recently with Lucky.

ness, made one turn, the
dog slammed into a mailbox pole.
Brown watched the Tahoe drive by his home at
an· estimated 40 mph followed by two vehicles that
were repeatedly sounding
their horns, trying to force
the driver to pull over.
The ordeal ended not
far from Brown's house on
North Street when a pickup
pulled in front of the Tahoe
and forced it to stop, just
before M-50.
SEE

I

LUCKY Page ZA

I HOW TO HELP
• Donations to the Lucky
Fund can be made at Eaton
Federal Savings Bank in Eaton
Rapids. Donations also can be
dropped off at the Eaton
Rapids Police Department.
The money will help pay for
Lucky's medical expenses.

Fundraiser Sept. 4
• A fundraiser car wash will
be held from 10 a.m. to noon
Sept. 4 at the Eaton Rapids
police and fire department
complex, 101 Line St. Lucky is
expected to be there.

WHOSE

WEDDING?
Reality wedding show
follows two local women
as they plan and celebrate
dual wedding

LIFE, 1C

"Oh my God. Im overwhelmed with happiness.~ LSJ.
Sherry IS1rawn,

lucky'~ owner, on the outpouring of supporl. the dog received Saturday

~ \ S /t0

ROBERT KllLll.IPS/lansi.ng Stoite Journal

Recoveri•SI: Lur.ky, the fe111aile Rottweiler mix that was severely injured after !being dragged behillitl a11 SUV, was the
center of attrenticm Saturday ait a fundraiser to help pay fo~ her medical ei:penses.

Car wash raises more than $3K
to help with injured dog's care
Animal has had fouir
surgeries after being
dragged by an SUV

Fora good

cause:
Volunteers wash
cars Sa::u rday as
part of a
fundraiser to
help pay for
expenses for
Lucky, a
Rottweiler mix
that WilS
dragged behind
an SUV in Eaton.
RapidS.

CHRISTINE RooJi
clrooll;@)]sj.com

EATON RAPIDS - Crawling
on the pavement on aJll fours
Saturday, little Andrew '.Shimmin
approached Lucky,
a very happy dog
~~e
who
recently '<:" ..:...1.u.1
survived
being
' dragged behiind a For more
photos, go to
Chevy Tahoe.
Andrew, 6, had www.lsj.com.
shown up to the
Eaton Rapids public safety building near downtown, sporting a
headband with droopy, fuzy dog
ears. The Eaton Rapids boy want·
ed to see lJicky and to donate

rf·J

$10 for her surgeries and medical
bills.
The community was holding a
car wash at tlhe public safety building, and Andrew's donation was
among $3,1I2 that was raised in
just two hours.
"She thinks I'm another puppy,"
he said, coming up along side her.
Lucky turned to her right and

licked his face then went on to
wag her tail and pay attention to
the small mob of people that had
formed arowid her.
.. .
Lucky, a' 51ear-old R<>ttweiler
mix, is be.li~ved to· have been
dragged three-quarters i;,f a mile
through the streets of Eaton RapSEE

LUCKY IPage 513
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Jean !Kline .... A True Pillar Of The Community
by Deb Malewski
Eaton Rapids Area Historical Society Board Member

Points To
Ponder

woman, a wife, mother, grandmother, and a friend. These are
just a few of the "titles" that Jean wore. I could go on with
other titles such as storyteller, actress, cook, organizer,
seamstress ... and the "captu·rer" of anecdotes that helped
reveal the history of the community we live in. The list is truly
endless and still doesn't capture the total spirit of this woman
"Ring Of Fire ls ... Hot...Hot ... Hot!"
that so many of us loved and admired, and will miss so
Last
Saturday
I was invited to Cornwell's Dinner Theatre
much.
to
review
their
latest
show, "Ring of Fire" a tribute to Johnny
Jean's leadership skills, her diplomacy and grace, her
Cash.
Wow!!!'
This
is
a must see for anyone who loves councreativity and intelligence made her a true asset to any group
try
music
and
the
late,
great Johnny Cash.
she was part of. Her work with children and seniors will be
The
play
fea~ures 38 of his best classics, of course,
remembered by many for years to come. Her passion for hisincluding Ring of Fire. This is not a moment by moment review
tory and writing has resulted in many wmks that will live on
of Johnny Cash's life but I have to tell· you, you feel like it is
while she is gone.
when
they are don·e. This show is so well put together with bits
"It's amazing what you can do when you don't know it
and
pieces
of Cash history mixed in with his greatest hits.
can't be done" was one of her favorite sayings, and was the
The
cast
consisted of someone on drums, piano/keyway she led her life-if she saw something that needed to be
done, she did it, despite the lack of funds or other roadblocks board, with three more men and three more women who sang
and played a variety of instruments. Their voices were beautithat might have held others back. Jean made things happen.
ful
and the music was finger rappin, toe tappin, sing along fun.
She kept the books and created museum exhibits. She could .
This show runs through early September. I urge you to
can anything from beets to Bumbleberry jam, and made
call
and
make your reservations_ now. You won't be sorry. You
those wonderful molasses cookies everyone loved. Despite
can
come
for a delicious turkey dinner or just for the show. In
her health issues, Jean was always active. You would see
my
opinion
"Ring of Fire'', ·a tribute to Johnny Cash, is one of
her preparing a meal for 50 people one day and researching
the best entertainment shows done at Cornwell's Dinner
and writing up historical information for a book the next.
Where would .the ERAHS be without her to have helped Theatre. Pick up your phone today, chances are, they have a
us push forward with our lofty dreams? Jean· kept everyone date available just for you, 1-800-228-4315.
focused, and helped us see the light that was at the end of
the tunnel. She brought people together tD accomplish great
things and to make our little part of the world a better place.
We will struggle with her absence, but she created a good
footing for us and we will work to continlle the dreams that
Last years suq;ess of Destination Imagination teams in
she had in preserving the history of Eaten Rapids. She will
Eaton Rapids, has left many ER students in a bit of a "pickbe remembered, and deeply missed.
le." As an organization, we want to cater to all of the students
interested, but we do not simply have the volunteers to manage the students. Each year we ask for volunteers and there·
have been ? couple step-up to the challenge. It seems this
year, we are in need of a greater number. If you are a parent,
relative, or active community member who believes in fosterOnondaga Community Church will hold a SONshine Kids
ing the creativity of Eaton Rapids' students through
Carnival Friday, August 13 from 3 to 8 p.111. with fun, old-fashDestination lmaginatio11, please contact Robin Elliott at gkrelioned kids games, pony rides, cake walk, crafts, music and
liott@yahoo.com. Under "subject" write "DI." If you are inter- ,
lots of prizes!
ested in finding out more about being a team manager for
Come join the fun! For more details call the church office
Destination Imagination, please check out their website
at 517-628-3086.
www.micreativity.org

By
Debbie Newland

Jean Kline served as an officer and vital member of the
Eaton Rapids Area Historical Society, as a member of the
Eaton Rapids City Couracil and the DOA, and was the
founder and direc1or of the Eaton Rapids Senior Center She
was an author, an award-winning local historian, a business
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Eaton R.a:pids Medical
Center To Hold Health Fair
Eaton Rapids Medical Center fERMC) is holding the
Health You Health Fair on Friday, September 17 from 7:00
a.m. - 7:00 p.m. and Saturday, September 18 from 10:00
a.m. - 5:00 p.m. on the ERMC grounds and in the Main
Conference Room. Community members are welccn1e to
attend this free health fair. Participants can take advantage
of cholesterol and gluc:Ose screenings, bloo9 pressure and
vision checks, have· their body composition calculated and
more. There will also be fun activities and fitness challenges
for the whole famify.
Check fm •updates on this event at. www.eatonrapidsmedicalceriter:r0rg. For information on becoming a
vendor, contac1 Chris by email at crsebastian@ermchealth.org or by phone a1 517-663-9520 by September 1.

Sixth Annual Teddi Cook
Memorial Blood Drive
To Be Held At ERMC
Eaton Rapids Medical Center is partnering with the
American Red Cross to hold the Sixth Annual Teddi Cook
Memorial Blood Drive an Monday, August 9 from 12:0© - 5:45
p.m. in the Main Conference Room of ERMC.
This drive honors the memory ofi Teddi Cook, who was a
~tudent at Eaton Rapids High School. Teddi also worked in
the Dietary department at Eaton Rapids Medical Center and
is greatly missed by all df her coworkers. Every two seconds,
someone in America. needs blood. Please give the gift of life
in her memory.
Donors mu St be at least 17 years old and weigh 11 O .
pounds or more. Donors are also asked to bring identification
and know the names of medications they are taking. Those
who register to donate have the chance to win $500 in Llleijer
gift cards.
·
Eaton Rapids Medical Center is located at 1500 S. Main
Street in Eaton Rapids' For more infbrmation or to schedule
an appointment. :please visit RedCrossBlood.org, sponsor
code ERMC. Walk-in donors are also welcome.

Destination Imagination
-Needs Volunteers

Onondaga Community
Church SONshine Kids

Eaton Rapids Softball Club
Open Tryouts for the 2011 10U, 12U, 14U and 16U
Teams ... The Eaton Rapids Softball Club is looking for players
interested in playing travel softball during the 2011 season.
What: Eaton Rapids Softball Club tryouts for...
10U (not older than 10 as of 12/31/10), 12U (not older than
12 as of 12131/10), 14U (not older than 14 as of 12/31/10),
16U (not older than 16 as of 12/31/10).
Where: High School Fields
When: Saturday, September 18, 201 O-1 O a.m. -1 p.m.
(rain date Sun. Sept. 19). Saturday, September 25, 201 O- 1O
a.m. - 1 p.m. (rain date Sun. Sept. 26).
Corne READY to play! Cleats, glove, etc ... As if you were
going to play a game.
*Registration will require a parent or legal guardian signature.
NO EXCEPTIONS.
No .drop-off's please.
Participation in at least one session is reouired. Participation
in both sessions shows greater commitment and will most
likely help raise scores. Any questions call Jodi at 663-7321.

Debt Free
Imagine Yourself Debt Free with Financial Peace
University. Robbins United Methodist Church is going to be
hosting the Dave Ramsey class Financial Peace University
this Fall.
Financial Peace helps individuals and families learn how
to become debt free! It will help you get there no matter
where you are right now. The average family pays $5000+ in
debt and saves almost $3000 while participating in the class.
More importantly, you'll learn how to handle money using biblical principles.
Robbins UMC is going to host a preview of the class on
Sunday, August 22 at 10:00 a.m. (between worship celebrations). If you have questions or would like to see the preview
first, you may sign up on this day. Otherwise, just go to
www.robbinsumc.org and click on the Financial Peace
University logo on the right side of the page. Or, you may contact the church office at (517) 663-5226 or info@robbinsumc.org The actual class begins Sunday, Sept. 12·at 6 p.m.

American Legiion Riders #238 Hold Benefit Ride
For Dimondale Center
The morning of June 26th, started dark and gloomy with
the.threat of rain, but by 10:00am the sun was shining and 34
Motorcycle Riders, arrived at Holt Post #238 American Legion
for the 8th Annual "Ride for Care" Poker Run to benefit the
Veterans Activity Fund at Dimondale Nursing Care Center.
The riders embarked on the 130+ mile ride around the
countryside, visiting other Legion Posts, and returned to Holt
Post to enjoy food and the fun of possi~ly winning a Poker
Hand.
The benefit check presentation was made on July 7th at
the Nursing Center, with 12 riders, who explained who and
what the Legion Riders are and enjoyed answering questions
by the residents of the Center.
The American Legion Post #238, located at 1785 S Cedar
St in Holt, the new building that was opened over a year ago,
welcomes any Veteran, Veterans Spouse or Veterans Son to
join. The Legion Riders of #238 have over 90 members and
· welcome any of the above to join them in supporting the
Legion by Riding to benefit others. For more information about
the Legion Riders go to: americanlegionriders.net or drop by
for a visit.
·
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NEWS FLASHES • • • NEWS FLASHES • • •
VFW Ladies Softball

I

The VFW Ladies faced one of the most spirited and loyal
teams this week. The Reith Riley girls· and they were not
going to be kept down. This being our last game of the season I think it was the best for last. Both teams had a great
time. and showed that sportsmanship is what they believe in.
The VFW Ladies were on their game and ready to show
··how much they have improved. Arianna Sysum, Stacey
Staszuk, Morgan Sharpe, Mariah James and Allison Gates all
had two hits. Alyssa Spayd, Annika VanKoevering and Ashley
Thompson each had one. Audree Buell and Taylor James
Titus were patient at the plate but just couldn't get it done
falling qehind in the count each at bat. Next week Ladies ...
show them what.you can do.
Teamwork is what these girls showed throughout the
season pulling together and helping each other whenever
needed. Audree Buell and Ari Sysum made great plays from
pitcher to 1st. Brie Sullivan made a great play at 2nd. Mariah
James and Taylor James Titus had one of their best games
catching. Anika VanKoevering played tough in center and
behind the plate.
·
The Reith Riley team is young but no one has more heart
than these girls. They have learned a lot this year and will be
a team that is ready to show they are back in the 2011 season and they'll see their share of wins.
Erin Prieskorn, Emily Newborn and Breena Richards
made it on base while Shuana Smith and Katie Smith did get
their bat on the ball. Great plays were made by these girls on
!
defense. Emily Newborn made a couple great plays while
playing pitcher and had a couple strike outs as well. Cora
Hasbrook has played this game for 5 years and shows her
love for the sport each time she gets on the field. She was
tough at shortstop and at 1st base. Mary Sa~ders was tough
at 1st making a great catch for the out and a smile a mile wide
is what she wore for the rest of the night. Shuana Smith
pitched a great inning and pulled off a couple awesome plays
throughout the night. Erin Prieskorn was tough on the mound
and showed she'd been practicing hard all summer. Breena
Richards also pitched an inning and is always fun to watch.
She loves the game and is improving each game. Their last
pitcher of the night was Angela Glaskow and this girl brings a
lot of spirit to the game. She was tough and played hard in
every position on the field making a great play in left center.
Great job Angela!
Aleski Tupper played hard on the field and showed she
. is· getting better each week. Maggie Sanders is always fun to
... watch and her smile lights up the field when she's out there
. doing what she loves to do. Taylor Porter had a tough night
at the plate but with a little more practice and time, she'll be
on base and showing she's here to stay. Rachel Whiney is
.. new to the game and is playing her first year. Rachel did a
great job and has learned a lot and her smile shows she's
having fun and that's what it is all about. Morgan Pillard
showed a lot of heart and played tough wherever she played.
These girls are a lot of fun and should be proud of what they
have learned.
The finalscore was 7-1 with the VFW Ladies getting the
win. Erin Priekorn scored the run for Reith Riley. Great job
Erin! These teams played hard, had a great time and
cheered for each other and that shows there are great kids in
Eaton Rapids. Great job girls!!

Eaton County Fair Open Class Art ·· Top Award Winners

-
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Cha-mber
·Hews
WELCOME NEW ERACC MEMBERS!
The Eaton Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce
(ERACC) is pleased to welcome the following new members:
Mike Williams, Asset Building in our Community (ABC).
517-663-1081. Joined in May 2010.
William Lindow, DMD, Eaton Rapids Family Dentistry,
1467 S. Main St., Eaton Rapids, 517-663-9021. Joined in
May 2010.
.
Margaret Kyser, Eaton Community Hospice, 2675 S.
Cochran, Charlotte, 517-543-5310. Joined in June 2010.
Judy M. Nichols, Eaton Rapids Senior Center, 201
Grand St., Eaton Rapids, 517-663-2335. Joined in June
2010.
On behalf of the ERACC Board of Directors, we thank
you for supporting your community by joining your local
Chamber. Shop Local!

Pictured clockwise from top left: Grace Roth (Sunfield) "Best of Show - chrld"; Althea Ritter (Charlotte) "Best of Show -Adult";
Cheryl Platt (Eaton Rapids) "People's Choice"; Rosemary Allen (Eaton Rapids) "Best Senior Citizen Exhibit."

Growing VFW National
Home For Children
Unveils New Look
In response t9 growing demand for its programs, the
VFW National Home for Children is uiweiling a logo that better represents how it serves today's military and veteran families. The new logo, a result of months of careful study and
planning, is meant to represent the three words that best
describe the National Home: Help, Patriotism and Hope.
"This is an exciting time to be pai1 of the National Home
family," said Patrice Green, National Home executive director. "With the growth of our National Home Helpline and the
recent expansion of our program offerings, updating our look
was a logical next step."
·
As part of the update, the NatiGnal Home will also be
unveiling a new website, to be rolled out the second week of
August. The site has been completely re.designed to make it
more interactive, easier to navigate and a better representation of today's National Home. Some of its new features
include:
. * Our National Home blog, where readers can see firsthand
the great things that are happening thanks to our generous
· supporters;
* Donor & Visitor Highlights, featuring some of the supporters who visit our beautiful campus tflroughout the year;
* Searchable directories of our Five Points Family members,
Star Donor Organizations, Life Members and Life Member
Award winners; and
* The ability to create an account on the site, allowing individuals to track their giving history, update contact information and manage newsletter subscriptions right from their
own computers.
The transition to the new logo is expected to take place
over the next few months.
Since 1925, the VFW Nationa: Home for Children has
stood as a living memorial to our nation's veterans by helping rT]ifitary and veteran families through times of crisis.
Through its National Home Helpline and various on-campus
programs, the National Home hel :>s families and children
through times of crisis, both on its beautiful campus and in
their own communities nationwide.

E.R. Community
Celebrates Our Music
Eaton Rapids Area will celebrate with another local
favorite on Friday, August 13th at the Martin Hansen
·Amphitheater from 8:00 to 10:00 p.m. Baldwin & Goodnoe
will be taking us bac~ to the good ofe days of Rock & Roll.
Several Bands have called Eaton Rapids their hometown
and grown up with the feeling that music was important to
this community. As we continue this tradition we would like
to encourage everyone to support this effort by attending
these celebrations and letting our musicians know how
proud we are of them.
Whether they are in the Middle or High School Band,.
playing in a garage around the corner or at the local bar let
them know. CJ Vaughn, AJ Downing and others have
. returned to entertain us with their special sound. Our hope
is to have even more next summer. Contact Kim at 517-6638118 ext 8109 or kbyerly@ci.eaton-rapids.mi.us

E.R. Business &
Professional Women's Club
,

The Eaton Rapids Business and Professional Women's
Club is looking for any talented people out there who would
like to have a booth at their Annual Holiday Stop and Shop
which will be held Saturday,. November 6, 20.1 O at the First
United Methodist Church in Eaton Rapids. As in the past,
proceeds from the Stop and Shop will help the club fund
scholarships for area women who are returning to school.
The BPW meets the third Monday of the month, March
through November, at the Miller House. We start with a dinner at 6:30 p.m., followed bya guest speaker and a business
meeting. We are open to all area women who are interest"
ed in women's issues locally, state-wide, and nationally, and
in serving· our local community. Our motto for this year is
"Connecting, Informing, Growing and Giving." Take a little
while and plan on joining us for a meeting. You may contact
Co-Presidents Diana Hayter (663-6820) or Imogene
Ingraham (663-2043) for further information.

Prisoner
charged
itt beating
of guard
Inmate faces life
in escape attempt
in Montcalm Co.
KE\lN GRASHA
kgr~sha@lsj.com

STANTON - A Michigan
prisoner charged with nearly
beating a corrections officer to
death last year appeared in court
Friday for an arraignment, officials said.
Daniel Henry, 36, faces six
counts in connection with the
incident: armed robbery, unlawful imprisonment, prison escape,
unlawful driving away of a motor vehicle, assault with a dangerous weapon, as well as assault with intent
to murder.
Henry of Eaton
Rapids Township,
who already is
serving a prison
sentence · for a
2008 Eaton Ciounty home invasion; Hei~ry
faces a maximum
penalty of life in prison.
A preliminary hearing, which
determines l" Henry will stand
trial, is set for Jan. 26 in 64B District Court in Stanton.
The attack happened Dec. 8
about a mile north of the Carson City Correctional Facility in
Montcalm County.
Sam Olivo. 55, was overseeing
five prisoners, includil.ng Henry,
on a work detail. Officials say
Henry attacked Olivo, beating
him severely with a pick ax, then
a pitch fork.
Olivo,ofS~Johns,continuesto

r

~-

recover from :severe head injuries.
Henry then drove a Depart-·
ment of Corrections van, with
the four other prisoners apparently locked in the back, to the
Eaton Rapids area. He was captured the same day after a brief
manhunt. The other prisoners
never left the van.
Henry also has been ordered
to stand trial. in Eaton County
Circuit Court on a fleeing and
eluding charge.
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WHAT'S NEXT

t Apreliminary hearing fO!I' Daniel
Henry is set for Jan. 26.

1

Escapee faces
charges in
guard beating
Man to be arraigned today,
could go to prison for life
KEVIN GRASHA
kgrasha®lsj.com

STANTON - The state prisoner authorities say nearly beat a corrections
officer to death last month before driving a prison van to Eaton County faces
charges that could keep ·--~.......
him in prison for the rest
of his life.
Daniel Henry, 36, is
scheduled to be arraigned
today iru 64B District
Court in Montcalm County on six counts, including
assault wi1th intent to mur- Henry
der, court officials said.
Henry, of Eaton Rapids
Township, who is being
held at theionia Maximum
Correctional Facility, also
faces armed robbery, un. lawful imprisonment, pris. ?n escapee uruawful dri~- ·Olivio
mg away of a motor vehicle and assault with a dangerous weapon
charges.
He faces a maximum penalty of life in
prison.
AuthorHies said that when Henry
attacked 55-year-old Sam Olivo and

i

SEE EsCAPEE Page SA

· Capture: Police
are seen on
Petrieville
Highway near
Eaton Rapids,
where they
capturecl a
prJsoner who
escaped from a
prison in
December.
GREG DeRUITER
Lansing Stqte Journal
file photo

Escapee: Guard's
continues recovery
CONTINUED Fll.OM IA

IHEARING SET

escaped Dec. 8, he was
serving three to 20 years for
home invasion. Henry would
have been eligible for parole
in 2011, records show.
Olivo, of St. Johns, is recoveringattheOrigamiBrain
Injury Rehabilitation Center
in Alaiedon Township, corrections union spokeswoman Sacha Crawley said.
He spent about a week
at Sparrow Hospital in Lansing soon after Christmas
for treatmerrt of an infection, mening)tis and a blood
clot, Crowley said.

t An arraignment for Daniel Henry

Gf3dllal feCOVery

.

Although his' recovery
will take some time, it is believed Olivo suffered no permanent brain damage.
· "It's expected to be kind
of a slow, gradual recovery,"
Crowley said.
The attack happened
about a mile north of the
Carson City Correctional Facility in Montcalm County.
Olivo was overseeing five
prisoners, including Henry,
on a work detail.
During a lunch break, as
the other four prisoners
were inside a Department of
Corrections van, authorities

is scheduled for 9 a.m. today in
Montcalm County's 648 District
Court.

say Henry assaulted Olivo.
Officials said Henry
closed the van's door, lock. ing the others in. ·He at~
tacked Olivo - first with
a pkk ax, then a pitchfork,
and then kicked him. Henry
dragged Olivo to a tool trailer, threw him in and left him
for dead, officials said. .

Otlners held hosta.ge

He then drove the van
aboU! 70 miles to the Eaton
Rapids· area, with the other
fom:: prisoners still locked in
the back.
He was captured after a
brief manhunt. The other
prisoners never left the van
and ace not being charged.
Crowley said the union
has been told they "were basically held hostage."
All four are now being
held at the Bellamy Creek
Correctional Facility in lonia, records show.
Last month, Henry was
ordered to stand trial in Eaton County on one count of
fleeing and eluding. L- ~.)
l
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Lawyer: Escapee has plea in works
Man charged with beating IWHAT'S NEXT
guard, escaping work detail
KEVIN GRASHA

kgrasha®lsj.com
STANTON - The prisoner who authorities·say nearly
killed a corrections officer last
month before escaping to Eaton County is working on a
plea deal with prosecutors, his
attorney said Tuesday.

His attorney, Randy, Norton, 'said in court that net Daniel Henry will stand trial in Montcalm County
gotiations are ongoing with
Circuit Court, although his attornt!y says he is'
Montcalm County Prosecuworking on a possible plea deal.
tor Andrea Krause.
Norton said Henry "wants
t Henry, who already is serving three to 20 years for
to keep (negotiations) open
Daniel Henry, 36, ap- · a 2008 Eaton County home invasion, faces a
between the prosecutor's ofpeared in 64B District Court
maximum penalty of life in prison in the beating of
Henry
Tuesday and waived his right
corrections officer Sam Olivo.
fice and mysel£"
.
Henry, of Eaton Rapids
to a preliminary hearing.
frii~i Extra
Onlllle For avideo,
·
·
Township, is charged with
The heating would have
~
go to w~w.ls1.com.
. six counts in connection
determined if there was ·
enough evidence for a trial. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - with the Dec. 8 incident:
. Henry, flanked by three only briefly. He answered eluding that he understood he armed robbery, unlawful imcorrections officers, his wrists "yes" to a few questions from was giving up his right to the prisonment, prison escape,
unlawful driving away of a
and ankles shackled, spoke Judge Donald Heming8en, in- hearing.

motor vehicle, assault with
a dangerous weapon, as well
as assault with intent to murder. He is being held at th,e
Ionia Maximum Correctional Facility. ·
Henry, who already is serving three to 20 years for a
2008 Eaton County home invasion, faces a maximum penalty of life in prison.
Henry's girlfriend had broken up with him, and in
the days before the escape,
SEE

ESCAPEE J Page 28
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Panel says to delay B

www.lsj.com

power plant

HIKE TO BOOST AVERAGE BILL $8
Citizens suggest utility look at IR4TE
an average of about
Local residents will see their combined water
ffiOre per month.
electricity bills rise by more than a month
options other than coal/biomass and
under newiy approved rate hikes.
The increases,
ScoTTDAv1s
sedavis®lsj.com
A citizens panel is recommending to p,ull the plug on
a $l billhm.. p9wer Plmt in
the Lansing area - . at least
for now.
In a report released Tuesday, the Citizens Advisory
Panel on New Generation
recommended that the Lansing Board of Water & Light
delay plans to build a coal/
biomass· facility until the
state's economy improves
and the federal government
finishes work on environmental legislation. .
ThP

r&annrt

U:T!JC:

rPlP.~c:Prl

structionb thrdouThgh 30b- dor
40-year on s. ose on s
$1.84 . . . then would be funded with
Hometown People. Hometown Power.
an estimate~ 7 percent rate
$8
increase.
water and electricity bills
9.3 percent for electricity and 8.9 percent for water,
Until the utility makes a
The governing board for the Lansing Board of
and helped close a project- Water &Light passed the hikes Tuesday to deal with a will take effect March 1. The electricity and water
decision on replacing the
ed shortfall.
increases will generate a combined $12.3 million
Eckert plant, the panel
projected $5.4 rnillion shortfall facing the utility this
"There are too many un- year. The BWL was originally facing a $13 million
annually, utility officials said.
recommended that BWL
knowns and variables to deficit, but has implemented employee furloughs and
The increase is the latest in a string of rate hike.s.
continue to explore a
forge ahead on this biomass made other cuts to reduce the deficit.
Last spring, the utility approved across-the-board
number of options for
unit," BWL spokesman Mark
2.5 percent rate increases for electric, water, steam
energy generation, including
BWL officials say they sought the increase - its
Nixon said. "They weren't biggest request in recent years - in part to help. the and chilled water services. In March 2008, electricity natural gas and renewable
saying to throw out the idea,· utility meet new state requirements for energy
and water rates rose by 7 percent and steam
energies.
but to keep it in the mix."
·increased by 9 percent. In 2006, electricity rates went
In the past year or so,
efficiency and renewable energy.
·
up 1.5 percent.
·
· .the utility has increased its
Ne~,-t'
Under the new rates, the utility's residential
investments in solar power
The panel convened in electricity customers will pay an average of a~out
BWL has more than 97,000 electric customers and and conversion of landfill
2008 after the · utility pro- . $6.39 more per month. Its water customers will pay
nearly 56,000 water customers.
. gas to electricity to comply
with a new state requireposed building the hybrid
plant to replace its half-cen- fur coal. Biomass such as eral government wraps up Frank Kelley, panel chair- ment that utilities get more
tury old Eckert Power Sta- waste wood, paper and crop work on new regulations for man and a former state at- of their electricity from retion. That plant had been residue would power the greenhouse gases and car- torney general. "It will be newable sources.
Nixon said the utility will
· hon emissions.
a patchwork operation for a
slated for a staged shutdown· rest.
J-.,,.ainnina in ?017
rh,.ra"'ii urith c:tniivinowhile."
take the citizen oanel's re-

federal rules

•

Escapee: Beaten guard at rehab center
1B

ivo was overseeing five pris-.
oners, including Henry, on a
removed her name from his work detail.
visitation list, according to
Officials say Henry beat 01·people familiar with the case. ivo, a55-year-old St. Johns resHenry, they said, was trying to ident, with a pick ax, .then a
go to her Eaton Rapids-area pitch fork.
·
honie and possibly convince
Olivo continues to recover
her tQ run away ·with him.
from severe head injuries at
Authorities say the escape the Origami Brain Injury Rebegan about a mile north of · habilitation Center in Alaiethe Carson City Correctional don Township.
Facility in Montcalm County
Corrections union spokesas corrections officer Sam 01- woman Sacha Crowley said
CONTINUED FROM

Olivo appreciates the support
he has continued to receive.
Authorities say Henry
drove the van about 70 miles
to the Eaton Rapids area, with
the other four prisoners wh6 officials say were not involved - stiU lQcked in the '
back. :He was captured after a
brief manhunt.
Henry also has been ordered to stand trial in Eaton
County Circuit Court on a
fleeing and eluding charge.

Inmates working near school concerns parent
.·

•
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ATON RAPIDS - Does it

E

make sense to let able-bodied jail inmates lie around all
day when public works projects
are going undone because of municipal budget woes?
Most people would answer
with a hearty "No way."
But ask those same people if
they want inmates worlei.Iig in
their backyards, so to speak; and
you might get a different answer.
Amber Dhouib was dropping
off her kindergartner at Eaton
Rapids' Lockwood Elementary
School one recent day when
she saw something that freaked
her out.
Men in blue jumpsuits, supervised by a deputy in an Eaton
County Sheriff's Department van,
were cleaning up the parking lot
at the high school stadium, just
d.own the road.
When Dhouib learned that the

Siegrist pointed out that most
and a 9chool official.
Meanwhile, Steve Siegrist, the
of these men will be out of jail ;
county's director of community
soon, mingling at will with the • .
Beware the knock
corrections, made a convincing
public,
completely unsupervised.
on your door
case for the value of the inmate
work program, which, he said, has ' Where you see a chance to be counted,
carrier
drive ·
been in place for nearly 20 years. crooks see an opportunity for villainy.
Check out my blog at www.lsj.com/
Don't forget - Saturday is
Siegrist referred to it as a "road
schneiderblog
crew'' of six or seven carefully
the 18th annual food drive by
the National Association of Lett~r
selected inmates who work on
various community service projcontact with schoolchildren. And Carriers.
Leave dry or canned goods
ects - things like grnundskeepthey never go inside the schools.
ing, roadside cleanup and' recyThe entity getting the man
next to your mailbox prior to
hours pays just enough to cover
the time of your normal Saturday
cling. Inmates have also created
some nature trails in the county.
the cost of supervision and equip- mail delivery. If it's raining, please
cover the boxed stuff in plastic, or
The inmate workers, Siegrist
ment. Inmates are not paid. So,
•
added, are not in jail for violent
it's a good deal for taxpayers. The just go with cans.
The food will go to local food:
crimes, nor are they sex offendinmates gain a sense of usefulness
banks.
I
ers. Typically, he said, they're
that might help ease their transiLast year, mail carriers in Lan~
shoplifters, drunken drivers, fation back into the world.
thers behind in their child supIt's what's known these days as sing and surrounding cities col-:
lected 176,000 pounds of food. ·
port payments, etc.
a win-win.·
Call John Schneider at 377-1175;
Even so, they're supervised by
OK, Dhouib said, but can't the
an armed deputy. They're not alinmates work at non-school proj- send a fax to 377-1298 or e-mail 1
jschneid@lsj.com.
lowed to wander away, or have
ects during school hours?

ILSJ BLOGS

JOHN
SCHNEIDER
jschneid@lsj.com

377-1175

workers were Eaton County Jail
inmates, she bolted. In an e-mail
to me she wrote:
"I took my son out of school
and told them to inform me any
other time (inmates) would be
there because my son would not
attend school that day. I can't believe they are putting our children's safety at risk ... "
Eaton Rapids schools Superintendent Bill De France confirmed
that inmates work on school
property three or four times a
year, adding that they do so under
the supervision of both a deputy
~

Mail

I'.

food

Eaton Rapids man sets out to return the favor of recovery
" M y name is Jonathan 01300,11 the e~niail began.
"There was an article
about me in the (LSJ) Local &
State Section on Dec. 27, 2007.
"I was the drunk who let his
9-year-old son drive."
That's not the kind of thing
a man would normally point out
about himself. However, Olson, of .
Eaton Rapids, would argue that
the drunk who endangered his
son on that Christmas Eve in 2007
is a different person from the sober, grateful man now involved in
a worthy cause.
What started as obligatory
community service became 01~
son's mission to help raise money
for two local residential drug and
alcohol treatment centers that
serve indigent clients - Glass
House (for women) and Holden
House (for men).

·~

~

jschneid@lsj.com

; 377-1175

The two houses, both in Lansing, are owned and operated by
the National Council on Alcoholism of the Lansing Regional Area.

Two felonies
Olson's Christmas Eve indiscretion resultedjn two felony
convictions - second-degree
child abuse and drunken driving
(Olson's third offense). His sentence included 300 days in jail
(he served 213), financial penalties, probation (with out-patient
treatment), driver's· license revo\

cation, and 480 hours of community s~rvice.
' It was through that community
service that he met Taylor Swan,
founder of the Gratitude Group,
formed in 2006. The nonprofit
group is dedicated to raising
money to refurbish Holc,ien House
and Glass House.
Swan, a Vietnam combat veteran, said Holden House saved
his life in 2001, and Gratitude
Group was his way of helping to
make sqre residential treatment
would rl;main available in Lansing to those who can't afford it.
The group already has raised, and
spent, nearly $40,000 on the two
homes.
· A Hst of those projects, along
with photos, can be seen on
the group's Web site www.showgratitude.org.
Raising money for drywall,
·;,

ILSJ BLOGS
Oprah's tip on tipping
Did Oprah Winfrey really say it's OK, in
these lean times, to tip waiters 10 percent,
instead of the standard 15 or 20 percent?
Check out my blog at www.lsj.com/
schneiderblog

through the Web site, or by phon-

ing/Swan at 488-9940.
The drawing will take place on
May23.

In his e-mail to me, Olson
wrote: "People can and do recover and sometimes come to a point
in their lives that they want to
give something back.
"Part of recovery is asking for
paint, and lumber from outside
, help and, on behalf of all the peosources, Swan said, allows theJtwo ple in our community involved in
facilities to concentrate the~ firecovery, I am asking for a little
nancial resources where th11Y be- from you."
long ~ on treatment.
·
Swan said it's not unusual
for somebody who has benefited
I
from community-b~sed treatment
for addiction to become a chamThe current fund.rais~g effort
pion of the cause.
- the one Olson wanted to talk
· "That's how many of us got soabout - is a $uper Ddw Raffle.
Tickets cost $100 each, with a
ber, and stay sober," he added.
maximum of 1,000 being sold.
Call John Schneider at 377-1175,
The top prize is $25,000.
send a fax to 377-1298 or e-mail
jschneid@lsj.com.
. Tickets may be purchased

'A little help'

'I

Failure to return rented movie becomes acostly crime
E

ATON RAPIDS - We'll call
this one "How to Rent A
Video for $123.54."
JOHN
The plot revolves around a
19-year-old kid, Devin McMaster,
SCHNEIDER
who, true to his demographic
jschneid@lsj.com
category, has bouts of absent- ·
377-1175
mindedness.
-~~~·=On Aug. 4, McMaster went to
Movie Market ofEaton Rapids,
where it got buried under some
and rented "Kick-Ass" - an apother debris. In the words of Mcpropriate title, given subsequent
Master's mother, Candace Ebbevents.
inghaus, the one who informed
The movie is about a young
me of the situation: "Out of sight;
comic book fan who, despite his
out of mind."
thorough ordinariness, decides to
Then there was the week's vabe<;Qme a superhero.
cation; then the accident ... On
A new release, the video was
Aug. 15 McMaster totaled his car.
due back to Movie Market the
· The wreckage was hauled to a
next day.
,
salvage lot in Eaton Rapids, with
As you might have guessed
"Kick•Ass" still on the front seat,
by now, it didn't make it. The vid- under some papers, thoroughly
'eo got as far as McMaster's car,
forgotten. Until ...

Formal complaint

ILSJ BLOGS

Avoiding charges

On Sept. 3, Ebbinghaus 'whose name is on the Movie Market account, got a letter from
the Eaton County Prosecutor's
office. It explained that Movie ·
Market had filed a forrtial complaint with that office's Economic
Crimes Unit.
That complaint - failure to
return rental property - came after Ebbinghaus, the Movie Market
folks said, failed to respond to
a certified letter. It was sent,
Ebbinghaus said, to her former
address, which was the last address Movie Market had for
Ebbinghaus.
The letter from the prosecutor
offered Ebbinghaus a deal: She
could make the complaint go
away for $123.54 - $68.54 in late

And all they got in Lansing
were lousy turkey~ ...

But the diversion program, says
Douglas Lloyd, is exactly that
chance - an opportunity to settle
the score, while avoiding criminal
chargei.
Lloyd is the chief assistant
prosecutor, and head of Eaton
County's Economic Crimes Unit,
which, as Lloyd described it,
diverts nickel-and-dime crimes
away from the already-overburdened criminal justice system.
It started out as a way to sepa~
rate the bad-check complaints from
the assaults, armed robberies, etc.,
and has expanded to include things
like failing to return rental property. The program is self-funded hence, the diversion fee.

Parents in Houston can earn cash for
showing interest in their children's
educatio11.
Check out my blog at www.lsj.com/
schneiderblog.

fees to Movie Market, plus a
$55 diversion fee to the prosecutor's office.
"My other option," Ebbinghaus
said, "is to not pay, and n warrant
will be issued for my arrest. Nobody seems to care that this was
not a case of willfully taking a
movie, with the intent to keep it.
Shouldn't I at least be allowed a
chance to respond before being
Call John Schneider at 377-ll75
called a criminal?"
or e-mail jschneid@lsj.com.

State's claim to antlers trumps property owner's
E

ATON RAPIDS - On
Wednesday, in preparation
for the Oct. I archery deer
opener, Corey Davis was in his father's woodlot, off Whittum Road,
near Eaton Rapids, checking his
tree stands.
Davis came upon two trophy
bucks whose antlers were locked
in combat. One was dead; the
second one was worn down, but
strong enough to drag the dead
buck as Davis approached.
Davis did what he thought was
the right thing. On the chance
that' a wildlife expert might come
up with a plan to save the living
buck, Davis phoned the state Department of Natural Resources
and Environment.
"I thought maybe they could
tranquilize it, and unlock the antlers," he said.
Two conservation officers
showed up, but, instead of tran-

Major effort
According to Davis, the officers
asked him to use his tractor to
haul the two bucks out of the
woods. They were eager, he said,
jschneid@lsj.com
to
keep the locked horns intact.
377-1175
The task took two hours, Davis
cnid, partly bccau3e his traclur
quilizing the living buck they shot kept getting stuck. He assumed,
it. The explanation, from DNRE
however, that his reward would
spokeswoman Mary Dettloff:
be the magnificent antlers.
"It is not proper protocol to
Davis figured that since he
found the deer on private propertranquilize a stressed animal ...
ty, and that he notified the DNRE,
The adrenaline reacts with the
the officers would give him a pertranquilizer and essentially will
put the animal in cardiac arrest.
mit to keep the heads. He planned
In this case, dispatching the anto have them mounted as they
imal was likely more humane.
were. The display would be tanAlso, we own just a few tranquilgible evidence of a story he would
izer guns and only use them in
tell the rest of his life.
"I know I'll never see anything
very select circumstances."
OK - that seems reasonable.
like that again;" Davis said.
But what happened next ... not so
But the officers told Davis they
much.
couldn't issue him a permit to

JOHN
SCHNEIDER
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That Bo Duke is
one heck of a writer
And, for the record, I'm not the one who
sold the General lee.
Check out my blog at www.lsj.com/
!chneiderblog.

keep the heads because they were
out of season.

That's different
Hmmm ... what about those
permits people can get when they
kill deer - any time of year with their cars?
Said Davis: "I find them, I do all
Courtesy photo
the work - and they can just take
Tangled: Corey Davis of Eaton Rapids
them away?"
· How about that DNRE? How is found these two bucks on private
that the state's claim to the antlers land Wednesday while checking his
tree stands. One of the deer died and
SEE SCHNEIDER Page 48 another was killed by a DNRE officer.

I

•

E. RapidS woman, government finally on same page
EATON RAPIDS - Phyllis
Alexander is back at't}\e
wheel, and happy to be
there.
"Tickled," in fact, not only to
finally have her driver's license
,,ack, but also to get that age thing
straightened out. Everybody's on
the same page nmv: 9hc'a 63, OK?
I wrote about Alexander on
Aug. 18. When she was 14, she
misrepresented herself; she said
she was 16, in order to get married, in Paragould, Ark., where
she grew up. When she moved
to Michigan in 1966, she took her
marriage license to the Secretary
of State branch office in Charlotte, and got a driver's license.
She's had one ·ever since, and never had trouble renewing it, until
this year.
Because the date on AlexanI

l

i

LS~ <C j:~6liD
1

stalled at a dead end, without
a driver's license. Meanwhile, the
SOS folks kept looking for a way to
JOHN
.provide a µttle roadside assistance.
A breakthrough came earlier
SCHNEIDER
this week.
jschneid@lsj.com
A SOS ~pokeswoman explained
377-1175
I
it this way:
"We were able to· connect with
der's driver's license didn't match the Social Security AdministraSocial Security records, the Secre- tion and confirm that they have
tary of State folks wanted further Ms. Alexander's date of birth as
document"ation.
July 7, 1947. They informed us that
A complicating factor: Alexthey saw an affidavit from her sisantler's mother told her before
ter attesting to her date of birth
she died that the elderly country
·and one of Ms. Alexander's childoctor who delivered her was
dren's birth certificate listing her
clearly' drunk, which might have
age at the time she applied for
explained why there was ~o ofSocial Security benefits."
fidal record of her birth.
The SOS folks informed Alexander they would accept one
of children's birth certificates as
So, there Alexander sat proof of her age, and renew

Running on empty

ILSJ BLOGS
Direct further inquiries
to the Easter Bunny
This week I got an e·mail from Christy
Hartman, also known as "IRS Agent #282."
How stupid do they think we are?
Check out my blog at www.lsj.com/
schneiderblog.

her license.
They even waived the late fee.

Thanks for the memories

our phone began ringing with
calls from friends calling to ask if
we had lost our wedding photos.
"We didn't think we had; you
. see we moved into a new house
about four weeks earlier. I hadn't
run across the photos yet, but had
no idea they were missing. The
box of photos must have bounced
out of one of the trailers ...
"We are so thankful to have
the wedding album returned to
us; it may have been a long time
until we missed them, but they
are irreplaceable.
"We offer a huge thank you to
Louise Foltz for taking the time to
stop and pick up the pictures, and
contact you to get the word out;
she even delivered them to us."

On July 31, I ran an item about a
Louise Foltz's search for the owners of a wedding album she found
on Cutler Road, in Portland.
On Friday, I heard from Jerry
Call John Schneider at 377-1175,
and Monica Kehr, who wrote:
send a fax to 377-1298 or e-mail
"Imagine our surprise when
jschneid@lsj.com.
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Readers' advice: When in doubt, don't call the DNRE
E

ATON RAPIDS - About
that spectacular display of
nature that your state Department of Natural Resources
and Environment planned to incinerate, for no good reason ...
Calls and e-mails from dozens
of readers responding to Friday's
column generally took one of two
tracks:
t The contention that inviting
the DNRE into your life often results in unintended consequences
- usually negative ones.
t The suspicion that the locked
antlers of rivo trophy bucks - discovered on private land in Eaton
County on Wednesday - would
end up not in an incinerator, as
DNRE officials claimed, but on the
wall of an agency official.
Surely part of that second track
is paved by the belief that people in
an agency that's supposed to pro-

JOHN
SCHNEIDER
jschneid@lsj.com

377-1175

mote the beauty and wonder of the
natural world would never willingly destroy this piece of natural art.
To put that skepticism to rest,
I e-mailed DNRE spokeswoman
Mary Dettloff around 8:30 a.m.
Friday asking if I could witness
the incineration, as painful as that
would be.
After several more attempts to
reach Dettloff on Friday afternoon, she replied, around 2 p.m.,
via e-mail: "I'm receiving your emails and will not be honoring
the request." Dettloff ultimately

referred me to Mindy Koch, resource management deputy.
Dettloff wrote that Koch was
"confirming ... that the deer have
been destroyed ... " and would
phone me to report that fact.
Then things got really weird.
Koch told me the antli!rs had been
removed, after all, and were in the
possession of the DNRE. They
would be offered, she added, to
MSU's Department of Fisheries
and Wildlife as a "teaching tool.''
As I wrote Friday, Corey Davis
of Eaton Rapids discovered the
locked bucks on private property.
They were both eight-point wallhangers. One was dead; the other,
barely alive.
Trying to do the right thing,
Davis phoned the DNRE. Conservation officers shot the living
buck, and got Davis to use his ·- ,
tractor to drag the bucks - their

ILSJ BLOGS
Youth football: Win, or die
It must be September because I'm
hearing from readers who insist that the
emphasis on winning at all costs - even
in the kiddie leagues - is even more out
of control than it was last year.
Check out my blog at www.lsj.com/
schneiderblog.

antlers still locked - out of the
woods. It took two hours, he said.
Davis was hoping to get the
heads mounted with the antlers
still locked, but the DNRE officials confiscated the carcasses,
and said Thursday they would be
incinerated, antler$ and all. The
meat was declare.d unfit for human consumption.
Here's a small sample of reader
comment:

\

\

t From Diane Hudson of Charlotte: "Methinks that there will be
a new double rack hanging on
someone's wall in the DNRE ... "
t From Robert Casaday of
.
Eaton Rapids: "I feel bad for Corey Davis, and all the sportsmen
of this state who could have enjoyed viewing (a representation
of) a truly unique and very rare
incident in nature ... "
t From Lynn Babbitt of Portland: "I applaud Corey Davis for
trying to do the right thing and
shame on the DNRE for doing the
wrong thing.''
t From Matt Fowler of Eaton
Rapids: "The DNRE greatly mishandled this situation ... (and)
educated all reasonable and sensible people, to NOT CALL THE
DNRE ..."

Call John Schneider at 377-1175
or e-mail jschneid@lsj.com.
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Animal lovers pitch in
after Enbridge oil spill
Volunteers help
clean up wildlife
in Marshall area
MARY Jo WHITE

mjwhite®lsj.com

Several Eaton Rapids animal lovers have volunteered
to help the parade of tarry
wildlife that has been flowing into the rescue site in
Marshall over the weeks
since the Kalamazoo River
was contaminated by the Eni bridge oil spill.
'
Canada geese, herons,
mallard ducks, snakes, green
frogs, muskrats, turtles all kinds of turtles from the
small map to large snappers
- they've seen it all.
In fact, the site was handling 40 to 50 new animals a
day at its peak soon after the
spill.
Louise Sagaert, a special
ed teacher and consultant at
Eaton Rapids High School,
has been extremely busy
even though school is out for
the summer. Until recently
she has been in Marshall almost every day, leaving the
running of her own Wildside Wildlife Rehab Center
in Eaton Rapids to her mom,
Barbara.
Sagaert did everything
from tube feeding ducks and
geese who can't eat normally because of dehydration to
vacuuming and other household chores.

l·r
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MARV JO WHITE/Lansing Community Newspapers

Hel•ing out: Eaton Rapid!; resioent and turtle rehabber Kay
Frasher (left) and a veterinari.m fro11 Kalamazoo work to clean up
a turtle at the Marshall anirml rescue site. Cleaning a very tarry
turtle can take several hours.

Central" and fixing meals fur ed from walking on hard
the ;three resident muskrats surfaces such as concrete.
~~:rd~o be released iirto

Hamlin Township Fire
Department Capt. Darlene
Smith, aka the "Goose W'lZard;' is another volunteer
whose background, including hazmat training, has proven invaluable in Marshall.
Smith, who has run Lmsing Area Search and Rescue for the past 21 years, is
used to rescuing domestic
and wild animals from walls
and drains and trees.
On Aug. 18, Smith, clad in
a white Tyvex suit to avoid
contamination, was putting
feed into the indoor bird
pens. Each pen is shrouded
in :;heets and has a cushShe also became an ex- ioned floor to avoid bumblepert at cleaning the animals foot, a condition in which
in the room dubbed "Turtle webbed feet become infect-

'Turtle Central'

Painstaking work

Then there's the woman
known as the "TurtleRehabher," Kay Frasher. Frasher,
who works as a vet tech at
the Holt Veterinarian Clinic,
is licensed as an animal rehabilitator and specializes in
turtles native to Michigan.
It's painstaking work that
often involves a few bites,
especially in the attempt to
grab the turtle's head in order to clean its neck.
Frasher, though, isn't
complaining.
"I've really been amazed
to see this come together
in such a short time," she
said of the large rescue site
in Marshall. "I'm honored to
have been called and to be
here."
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The Capital Area Provides the Perfect
Place to Hold Myself Accountable
- - - - - here's a lot to be said about Lansing, isn't
there? I've always called it lhe biggest small
town. I grew up in the Detroit area and although I
would never put down where I came from, it simply
doesn't have the connectedness that I've come to
really love here in our Capital city.
I love that I can go almost anywhere and see someone I
know. It's really comforting. Although, it also means that
I can't bust out to the grocery store without thinking it
through. (Lucky for me, I've never bee:o the sweat-pant
wearing, no-makeup on, grocery store-goer that I know
some people are).

Tiffany's New Year's Resolution
Do Something New Each Month
~January ....... Kntt a scarf

~February ..... Take a Polar Plunge

Just because there are so many things to love, doesn't
mean there aren't a few things that sometimes push me
over the edge. Like any small town, peqple get to know
other people's business. Whether it's true talk or just
gossip, it is human nature for people k> communicate
other people's drama. Sometimes it's great because you
can gather a contingent of people and head down to a
City Council meeting and tell the world how much you
love progress and the community's pursuit of it. And
other times, it's just plain irritating.

~March ......... Shoot a gun

~April ............ Learn ballroom dancing
~May ............ Change a tire
~June ........... Ride in a hot air balloon

13 Ju~· ............ 81 ~ydroe

Yipe~!

~ Juty ............ Drive a motorcycle
~August ....... Drive a tractor
~September .. Canoe on the Grand River

~October ...... Try Indian food
D November .... Voice lessons: sing in front of people

D December .... Donate 30 pairs of shoes

I don't have much time for rumors. I'm really busy and
frankly, I think it's important to have the facts straight
before something - anything - is said, and if I don't
have the data then I just won't say a word. I highly
recommend trying it. It helps me feel good about myself
- I need that to face myself in the mirror each day.
Speaking of facing myself and my issues, some of you
have been asking about my yearlong resolution. Well,
I have to tell you, it's been an interesting journey. I'm
down to the final two months. And, I have to say that I'm
glad I did it, but it was a lot more difficult than I thought
it would be.
You might think it's funny, but some of the items on
my list were hard to accomplish. First of all, as you can
imagine, no one wanted to lend me a tractor to drive. I
can't really blame them. Tractors are important tools and
repairing one would probably be expensive:. I did, in fact,
find a brave soul and accomplished this goal. The tractor
was huge and very intimidating.
And, you might remember that I swapped out falling
from the sky to driving at mach speed (well, not that fast

thankfully) on a motorcycle. It was actually easier to find
someone willing to lend me a Harley than a tractor go figure. A friend of the family gave me a short riding
lesson and let me ride off on his bike. It actually went
pretty well until I needed to stop. What do they say,
what goes up must come down or something like that?
Needless to say, I came to a stop, the bike jolted, I lost
my balance and it was too heavy to hold up. The weight
of the bike sent me flying off and I did a somersault on
the pavement.
When I got up, two things were in my head. First, I
apologized to the Harley owner. I was mortified thinking
that I may have scratched his baby. Then, my mind went
back to my husband's comment that I was obviously
trying to kill myself this year. I don't think I'm necessarily
trying to do that, but if I was working to convince myself
that I'm no longer a spring chicken - success!
Another success was my trip down the Grand River in
a canoe. You might be thinking that it doesn't sound so
hard. Well, I'm not fond of the water especially rivers
and lakes. When I was a kid, I almost drowned in a lake
and frankly, my relationship with water was changed
forever. Don't get me wrong, I like to be near water, but
the potential of tipping a canoe and being submerged in
the murky water is definitely a way to push me into a fullblown anxiety attack.

If you want to see another anxiety attack or two, catch me
this month singing in front of a crowd. Oh, you heard me.
I will find a tune and sing it loudly and proudly in front of
my small town. I'm sure the rumors will be flying about
my tone-deaf sound - of course, it isn't gossip if it's
true. Then, as if singing weren't enough, I will be giving
30 pairs of shoes away in December. I've been preparing
myself. I have identified around 18 I know I can part
with. I want to thank many of you who have dropped off
your shoes at my office for this big occasion. We will be
taking all the shoes that come in and donating them to
Hidden Treasures on Pennsylvania Avenue sometime in
December. Bring yours by the CAWLM office. Come on,
you know it's time to purge.
What a great way to welcome in the holiday season: give
your beautiful shoes 'til it hurts! I hope you have a wonderful
Thanksgiving. And, don't forget to shop locally.
Tiffany Dowling

I Publisher 11

Now you can read the latest
from CAWLM online
With a quick & easy entry form for Recipe of the Month
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systems, a retracting ventilation hood and an oven that gives you access to all
controls via Internet or cell phone (no more fretting about whether you turned
the oven off before leaving the house), and a small mobile device charging
station are great ways to incorporate technology into the kitchen.

Kan~ &J C&&king-&fli&nlf7
We're no longer in the era of the simple gas or electric oven. Dual-fuel ranges
have both gas and electric heat (gas is a more controllable heat source for
stovetop cooking; however, an electric oven is a more efficient heat source and
easier to incorporate a self-cleaning feature). Another option is inwction
cooking. Induction burners heat up faster and are more efficient than both gas
and regular electric. There are also built-in steamers which offer a gentle and
healthy method of preparing food that maintains nutrients and active ingredients in food Built-in steamers are installed into a countertop and often
connected to a water supply system to automatically fill up the unit for
steaming and then drains when complete.

C&nvuefe C&unfeof&f'f7
These have been around for a couple recades now, but only recently have gained
widespread popularity. With advances in techniques and finishes the end result
is far from the concrete you see on sidewalks. Some things to know about
concrete countertops:
0

0

0

Ashley Cole is a professional. inte1io,. designer
based in Grand R-apids. Her wolk has been
featureil OR HGTV os well as numerv-us publications, including Kitchen Trends a;uJ Home
Magazine.. Ashley's prusion is "''creating
environments that enliven the spirit."

Be sure the person/business creating and installing the tops is experienced
This is not a job for a novice. Look at real examples of their wotk and ask
for references to see how their concrete has held up over time.
Be aware that the beauty of natural concrete cbes mean you'll get variation in
the finish and nuances like hairline cracks are to be expected. When d:me
cotrectly, the small cracks are not structural and considered part of the charactec.
Left at its natural state concrete is porous and will stain. However, when
sealed properly it's resistant to water and stains. As with any natural
material, it's best to be careful with any spills and clean them immediately.

One Thankfu

Work-at-home mum
write this column, my son is calling out to me - in the only way a
-month-old can - to release him from the prison known to us as the Pack
'n' Play. He's bouncing, whining and using sounds a human shouldn't
be able to make to get my attention and distract me from the tasks. that
lie ahead.

A

Before I sat down to write this column, he was kind enough to take a nap so I could
conduct a phone interview professionally. There have been times, however, when
I wasn't so lucky. "I'm sorry Dr. Very Important. I know you have lives to save.,
but can I call you back in ten minutes? *SQUEALING IN BACKGROUND* ....
That's a typical day in the office for me.

If it's not baby distracting me from getting things done, it's the dirty dishes, or the
pile of laundry beckoning me to scratch it off my to-do list. Working from home
can be tough. You've got to be organized and disciplined, and even if you are
there's no guarantee things will pan out the way you plan them.
As difficult as it can be to get things done (FYI, he's now gone from whining to
wailing,) I wouldn't change it for the world.
As a new mum, there are so many things I could be thankful for this thanksgiving,
including being able to work from home. Some other trivial things I never thought
I'd be thankful for:

BY SUSAN NUR COOLEY

@
@
@
@
@
@

Being the same shoe si~e I was
before I had my child
Sleeping in on a SatLrday
Watching a movie fron1 start to fnish
with no interruptions
Date night and gins' night out
Burps
Naptime

Trivial things aside, I can certainly count my blessings this year. I have a heal.thy
baby boy who is a. consta11!1 source of joy and excitemen~ and t have a job fun my
field that allows me to watcli !him grow. Yes, I change diapers in between meeting
deadlines, but I relish in the fact that right after wtiting this co1wnn, I get to watch
my son splash in the bath tub and then rock: him to sleep.
Well. once I calm him down fir.om the stupor he's workedhlmself into ... lli!

S1tban Nur Cooley is tl communications professiorro.l
and writer in the Cap;ta/ Area. She. is also a prowl,
Australian expatriate, Lansing homeowner, wife
a;ui.mum.
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en young professionals were
honored at the County Club of
Lansing on Tuesday, Sept. 28
whe1i'the T,en Over the Next Ten awards .
were handed out. The winners were:.
'Thomas Stewart, CEO of .Common
Wealth Enterprises; Rochelle Rizzi,
president and CEO of Rizzi Desigiil!.
LLC; Tre.i:nainePhillips, assistant deputy
director at the Michigan Department of
Energy, Labor and Economic Growth;
Jeff McWherter, partner and director
of development at Gravity Works
De8ign and Development; Tobi Lyon,
development director at the Sparrow
Fmmdation; Paul Jaques, internship
deveioper at Michigan State Univer8ity;
Kat Cooper, communication manager
for MSU's Auxiliary Resources;
Sarah Jennings, senio.r manager
at Maner Costerisan accounting
firm; Jessica Knott, instructional
designer .at TechSmith Corp.
and Adam Van Lente, CEO of
RetroDuck.com Inc.
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·Tyler & Erin Duckett

Applicants· had to be 35 years
old . or younger · and ·have to
have worked in Ingham, Eato,n
o.r Clinton counties for at least
. two years. The awards were
presented · by Grand River
Connection networking group ·
(GRC) and the Lansing R~onal
Chamber of Commerce. ml .
Shiiri, Tobi & Ralph Lyon
Anita Lindsay & Melis.sa Vogel

IT 1S A BREAST T'HING
n honor of breast cancer awareness
month, Perspective 2 in Lansing's Old
Town hosted the annual It's a Breast
Thing 2010 celebration. on Wednesday,
Oct. 6. The night included a display and
auction of decorated bras, an educational
· talk regarding breast cancer by Dr. LaKeeya
Tucker; door prizes, refreshnients and a
chance to meet the calendar girls of the It's
a Breast Thing calendar. ti
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Capital Area Women'sllifeStyle

November 2010
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'Whole;n.ew outlook'
New mom KATHLEEN LAVEY • klavey@lsj.com
Sheila Planck TI\ Then her daughter Madelyn Faith was born last Oct. 24, Sheila Planck
V felt the world shift a little.
celebrates VOr
maybe a lot.
Mother's Day
"It's a whole new outlook," she said. "It changes your whole perspective."
Planck watched her husband, Kent, ship out to Iraq last November, a
as her Army month
after Madelyn was born.
Separation hasn't been easy, but Planck, who's living at the VFW National
husband
Home near Eaton Rapids during her husband's deployment, says she's
serves in Iraq learning and loving her role as wife and mother.

82.8 million
ROD SANFORD/Lansing State Journal

Missing daddy: Sheila Planck kisses 6-month-old daughter Madelyn,
whose father, Kent, is currently serving with the Army in Iraq.

estimated number
of mothers of all ages
living in the U.S.

She has learned to be resourceful, stay calm, and take it one day at a time.
She has learned to appreciate what she has.
"I look at her and it's like, 'Wow, we have this daughter,'" she said. "We
have a blessed life. We have her and I have him."

Read Sheila Planck's compiete story in LIFE, Page 1C

Source: U.S. Census

MSU GRADUATES READY FOR LIFE'S NEXT CHAPTER

Better cardiovascular doctors.
Better cardiovascular care.

Some say 0.4 mill hike small price
to pay for services, others disagree
Scarr
ITAX AMOUNTS

Your leading heart hospital, Ingham Regional Medical Center offers the area's largest cardiovascular program,
performing more cardiac and vascular surgeries than any other facility in the region. You can trust Ingham
for advanced cardiovascular care. In fact, when you choose Ingham, you're more likely to survive heart
failure, open-heart surgery and heart attacks.
At Ingham, premier cardiovascular care starts with talented doctors, and we would like .to acknowledge
the highly skilled physicians who have helped make Ingham Regional Medical Center the area's leading
!'
provider of cardiovascular care.

DAVIS

sedavis®!sj.com

..
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THE BIG PAYOFF
~-

23 MSU grads boast 4.0 GPAs
and chalk it up to hard work, luck

INGH.AM CARDIOTHORACIC
& VASCULAR SURGEONS

76,997

MATTHEW MILLER

mrmiller®!sj.com

CARDIOl061SIS
George s. Abela, MD
Appa R. Bandi, MD
Sherrie M. Brooks, DO
·.Thomas M. Brown, DO
Mark o. Castellani, MD
Nam s. Cho, DO
Eugene B. Choo, MO

ROBERT KILLIPS/Lansing State Journal

It's a done deal: Graduates who have already received their diplomas cheer on their classmates Saturday at the MSU Auditorium.

'''

Kurt M. Carter, MD
. Alonso Collar, MD
Joseph V. Cotroneo, MD
Andrew M. Duda, MD
Divyakant B. Gandhi, MD
Gary L. Roth, DO
James G. Zito, MD

Joel M. Cohn, MD
Christopher M. D'Haem, DO
Gaurav Dhar, MD
Joel D. Eisenberg, MD
Nadeem A. Faruqi, MD
Paul A. Goldshlack, DO
Michael F. Grimm, MD
Edward T. Helble, DO
Juan 0. Hernandez, MD
Todd G. Hickox, DO
Scott K. Huffaker, DO
. John H. Ip, MO
Michael J. James, DO
Haresh V. Jani, MD
Milind M. Karve, MD
George E. Kleiber, DO
Kirk B. Laman, DO
Dale G. Leffler, DO

Chad A. Link, DO
Mohan C. Madala, MD
Daryl R. Melvin, MD
Ramanathan Nagappan, MD
Ronald A; Pacis, DO
Richard M. Pinke, DO
Jwala Prasad, MD
James A. Schafer, MD
Aajay N. Shah, MO
Dineshchandra o. Shah, MD
Ibrahim Shah, MD
David J. Strobl, DO
Joni R. Summitt, DO
Ranjan K. Thakur, MD
Ronald A. Voice, MD
Matthew o. Wilcox, DO·
Peter J. Yoo, MD
Paul M. Zack, MO

Lansing's
residents
mixed over
tax increase

The first things that
Kirsten Kumpar gave up
for the sake of her college
course work were competitive horseback riding and
her horse, whose name was
Eddie. After that, the sacrifices were mostly social.
"I probably don't go out
half as much as everyone
Graduated with high honor: Michigan State graduate Kirsten else does:' she said. "My
Kum par gets some help Saturday with her mortarboard from her dad, roommates love video
Steve. Kumpar was one of 23 MSU spring grads to earn a 4.0 GPA.
games, but rm constantly
doing my homework instead
of hanging out with them.
"That's kind of frustratAverage undergraduate grade point averages at MSU
but .it's worth it in
3.2s-----,------IEll- ing,
the long run,'' said Kumpar,
who will be student teaching next year at McDonald
Middle School in East Lan. sing. "I want to be the best
teacher I can be."

Grades rise steadily

233

number of those students with
4.0 GPAs

129

number of women earning a
4.0 GPA in the past decade

104

number of men earning a
4.0 GPA in the past decade
Kumpar was, by one
measure, at least, the best
student she could have
been. She was one of 23
to graduate from Michigan
State University this spring
SEE

Alternative to cuts
After weeks of discussions on Mayor Vrrg Bernero's $109.4 million budget
proposal, the council seems
poised to raise taxes· as an
alternative to one ofBernero's cost-cutting proposals,
which together would save
$12 million.
Formally proposed and
approved Thursday by a
committee that includes all
council members, the tax
hike, along with 13 fur-

The Lansing City Council is
scheduled to vote at its 7p.m.
meeting Monday on a proposed
$109.4 million budget, which may
include a 0.4 mill tax hike.
The 0.4 mill increase to the
city's operating levy of
15.44 mills would generate about
$850,000 annually for the city.
If passed, the owner of a
home with these taxable values
would pay an additional annual
tax of:
Taxable value
Increase
$50,000
$20
$75,000
$30
$100,000
$40
Source: City of Lansing

lough days for city employees, would be an alternative to Bernero's proposal
for 36-hour workweeks for
550 employees.

Public input
In recent weeks, the
council has gleaned public
input on the budget during
SEE TAXES

Lending
a hand:
Volunteer
Makayla
Gleason, 12,
hauls bags of
donated food
as part of the
postal
carrier's food
drive
Saturday.
Story,
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NATION & WORLD

r Adaily feed of top headlines

Oil dome doesn't work as planned
VENICE, La. - lcelike crystals encrusting a100-ton
steel-and-concrete box meant to contain oil gushing
from a broken well in the Gulf of Mexico forced crews
Saturday to back off the long· shot plan, crushing
hopes of a short·term solution to what could become
the nation's worst oil spill. - Page 3A

LOCAL & STATE

I

Fire at will

REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER
A

McLAREN HEALTH SERVICE

local middle·school students and
volunteers from MSU and local
businesses built medieval trebuchets
and competed in accuracy and distance
contests at Marshall Street Armory. The
aim of the project was to help students
learn about math, physics, engineering,
and history. - Page 18

6

Ferry accident hurts 37 in New York
NEW YORK - AStaten Island ferry malfunctioned as it
approached its terminal Saturday and smashed into a
pier with a jolt that tossed passengers to the deck and
hurt as many as 37 people. - Page 3A

TODAY'S FORECAST • Mostly sunny, high in the mid-50s, low near 30.
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Breaking news on
your cell phone
Text LSJNEWS to 44636 (41NFO).

IPage SA

STAMPING OUT HUNGER

Online For more photos of the graduation
Extra ceremony, go to www.lsj.com.

Lansing State Journal

Source: MSU

undergraduate degrees awarded
since fall 2000

Greg Paddison is not
necessarily against the idea
of higher taxes in Lansing.
The Lansing resident
. ·just wishes the City Council would bother to ask
his opinion before it votes
Monday on a 0.4 mill increase in the city's operating levy of 15.44 mills.
"You've got to give people opportunities to be
heard, especially on issues
such as taxation,'' he said.
That may not happen.

'cc.·C'•·Al
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Lansing State
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ICE CREAM CAKES

NOW AVAILABLE!

AVAILABLE FLAVORS:
COOKIES 'N' CREAM - CARAMEL TURTLE· BUTTERFINGER
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KENDON I Junior Achievement visit
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Every day, readers respond to
stories they see online or in the LSJ.
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Here are a few of your comments. To see more or share your own co1T_1merrts, look atthe bottom of any story posted on line.

Ill RESPONSE TO

Schneider: Cruisin' the Gut
organizer calling it quits

ROD SANFORD/Lansing State Journal

Learning about business: Kendon Elementary School fourthgrader Jason Cifran Barrera raises his hand during a lesson by
Junior Achievement last week. See more atwww.lsj.com/photos.

From "Acesigner:" This is too bad. I have
been downtown at these affairs and it was nice
to see families and younger people along with
those of us who remember "crusin' the gut"
enjoying the activities and the old cars. No
everyone can afford to take the whole family to
a ball game and there just isn't enough in this
town to do with families anymore.
From "Stoner133:" This is a sad loss for the
City of Lansing. In the last few years it was the
only thing drawing me to downtown. Alas now
it's gone, so I can officially wipe Lansing of my

Which do you use more?
754 responses

list of places to go. The only thing now to get
me inside the city limits is maybe a hospital visit
for a family member or friend. Oh, Itake that
back you do still have the IMAX on the
southside. The city should have stepped up to
keep this going.
From "lndiangiver:" Iused to work in a store
where the parking lot would be frequented by
"the gut" once a week. It did not help business
and it was a major inconvenience to the workers
and customers trying to navigate the parking
lot. Ithink it's great that people can get
together, but they should find places where they
are not impeding commerce.
From "CDP1953:" Asad loss for the
community.

-----~

17% Facebook

-=·~
1%
Other social media
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•::

10% None of the above
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j :·?Today's question
Have you ever tried to beat a train?

GET PUBLISHED

Give us YOUR TAKE at www.lsj.com/news_

Submit news, photos and events for our community pages at www.lsj.com/getpublished

Grads: Many didn't initially set out to ace classes
CONTINUED FROM

IA

"I probably did everything that everyone
else did, but on Thursday nights, instead of
going out, usually I'd just stay in."

with a 4.0 grade-point average, one of only 233 undergraduates to have done
so in the past decade. And
MSU has graduated close
to 77,000 undergraduates in
the past decade.
The question, perhaps, is
what does it mean to get perfect, rather than merely good
grades. Is it a mark of genius,
luck, discipline or some combination of the three? And
are the rewards of perfection
all that iµuch richer?

Matthew Strand
MSU graduate with 4.0 GPA

Hard sciences help
What does it take to earn
a 4.0 GPA at MSU?
Majoring in science, math
or engineering seems to help.
More than half the 4.0 students of the last decade
have done so. That could be
chalked up to a higher caliber of student, but is more
likely related to the fact that
grading an essay on "Gravity's Rainbow'' or an oboe
performance is a more subjective process than grading
a physics problem set.
It also helps to be at MSU
now rather than 15 years ago.
The average undergraduate
GPA in spring 1995 was 2.79.
Last spring, it was 3.06.
Being a woman seems to
confer some advantage, as
well. More than 55 percent of
4.0 recipients have been, but
then women at MSU gener- ·
ally get better grades than

GREG OeRUITER/Lansing State Journal

High grades: Joe Orsini is leaving MSU with a 4.0 GPA. "It took some hard work. It also took a lot of
natural ability," said Orsini, an economics major.
their male counterparts.

Consistency also key
Other than that, accou11ts
from this spring's 4.0 students of how they did what
they did sound like just the
sort of pedestrian advice you
could hear in a thousand
study skills seminars.
They went to class, did
their homework, made time
to study, went to their professors' office hours, used
on-campus tutoring centers.
The difference seems to be

·•.c·

Saturday's·-.lott~ty!"~

'Ii

'· Al 'J.?
tSaturday'sClassic'lllll\lli!.~i. · ~·lf.:~·
Lotto 47 results:
5, 23, 31, 36, 43, 47
tJackpot: $18 million
t Midday Daily-3: 541
t Evening Daily-3: 618
t Midday Daily-4: 4382
t Evening Daily-4: 1431
tfantasy5:

10, 16, 17, 35, 38

,t Keno: 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 16, 17, 20, 25, 27, 34, 36,
38, 41, 42, 49, 51, 54, 59, 67, 70
t Powerball: Go to www.michigan.gov/lottery
for Saturday's results.

Friday's results
t Mega Millions:2, 7,20,34,50 Mega Ball:40
t Winners: None
t Tuesday's jackpot $19 million
For lottery results 24 hours aday, calf 335-5640.

Jackpot: $105,000

that they didn't just do those
things sometimes.
"I probably did everything
that everyone else did," said
Matthew Strand, who, as of
last month, was deciding between law school at Duke or
the University of Michigan,
"but on Thursday nights, instead of going out, usually
I'd just stay in."
There's almost certainly
some element of natural talent involved, but most don't
think they're smat'lter than
their peers, or at least didn't
want to say so. Joe Orsini
was the exception.
"It took some hard work.
It also took a lot of natural
ability," said Orsini, a 4.0 student who is on his way to an
economics Ph.D. program at
Stanford University. "I think
I'm just smarter than the average person, so it wasn't as
difficult for me as it would
be for many people:'
And, if it had been, he
might not have bothered.
"If you have to work eight
hours a day to get a 4.0,
to me it's not worth it," he
said. "It's important to have

a good academic record, but
it's also important to have a
social life."

Is it a good thing?
Management guru Tom
Peters has advised audiences
never to hire anyone with a ·
4:0 GPA, saying it's a mark of
someone who "has been coloring within the lines since
the age of 5."
Researchers who study
the predictive power of
grades likely wouldn't offer
the same advice.
Good grades "tend to
be associated with positive
outcomes kind of across
the board," said the Nathan
Kuncel, a professor of psychology at the University of
Minnesota.
Not only are undergraduate grades a good predictor
of success in grad school, but
the same measures of cognitive ability used to predict
academic performance also
predict job performance, career potential, even creativity, he said.
"People who do well in
school tend to be respo11$ible

24 HOUR PRICE OUOTES AT SPARTANMOTORMALL.COM

Corrections and clarifications

The Lansing State Journal strives to provide accurate and fair
reporting. It is our policy to correct substantive errors offact. If
you think we may have published incorrect information, please
call 377-ll74 or e-mail corrections@lsj.com.
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·Perhaps more tellingly,
none of the several 4.0 graduates from past years interviewed said they regretted it
either.
"In many ways, graduating with a 4.0 is like pitching
a perfect game in baseball,"
said Nathan Whitaker, who
did the former in the fall of
2000 and now works as an
attorney in New York..
''.A perfect game has the
same impact on the standings as any other win, there's
a good deal ofluck involved,
and the best pitchers aren't
necessarily the ones who
throw perfect games.
"Similarly, any high GPA
will have the same long-term
impact as a perfect GPA, it
takes some luck to maintain
the 4.0 throughout college,
and the smartest students
· aren't necessarily the ones
who achieve the 4.0."
Whichdoesn'tmeaneither
is a thing to be taken lightly.
Both of them, he said, "are a
mark of achieving, for a defined period of time, the highest performance possible:' '

$0 DOWN • $0 DOWN • $0 DOWN • $0 DOWN • $0 DOWN

•

COROLLA LE
Air Conditioning
An11-Lock Brakes
• Ca~ Ffoonna1s
• Manual Transmission
•AM/FM/CD
• steel Wheels

Place an ad?

most companies," he said.
None of the students interviewed for. this article
said they had set out to graduate with a 4.0, though severa! said it became more important when they realized
it was within reach.
And none said they wished
inretrospectthatthey'dspent
their college careers differently, though Stacie Dodgson,
who is going on to a biology
Ph.D. program at MIT, offered that "Probably it would
have been good for me to get
lower than a 4 point just to
get more accustomed to disappointment."

NEW'lO·

TACOMA
4x2

Mission statement: We will be the valued voice of our community and
trusted local information leader, committed to excellence every day.

andhardworkingandbright,''
he added, "and being responsible and hardworking and
bright tends to play out positively in lots of areas."
Taken broadly, grades
aren't a good predictor of salary, but that's because a student's major and the career
they choose tend to have a
much bigger impact. Social
workers generally won't have
the same earning potential
as engineers, whether they
graduate with honors or no.
Within specific fields,
however, the relationship
is stronger.. In an analysis
that drew on a number of
previously published studies, Philip Roth, a professor
of management at Clemson
University, found that the
correlation between grades
and salary is particularly
strong for engineers, but
only about half as strong in
business. In the humanities,
there weren't enough other
studies to analyze.
In other research, Roth has
found that grades also are
good predictors of job perforrnance, though the correlation is strongest in the first
years after graduation.
"We've all !mown people
who are hard chargers and
other people who are not.
And we !mow some people
who are dependable, planful
and bright,'' he said. "I think
grades capture some of this."
Still, Kelley Bishop, director of career services at
MSU, said it's only a small
handful of companies, mostly elite investment banks and
consulting firms, that hold
out for candidates with perfeet or near-perfect grades.
''.Anything around the
range of 3.3, usually you're
in pretty good standing for

• Dual Airbags
• Sliding Rear Wlndow

Ingham
•
unwise
to slash
jail slots
Top judges, prosecutor,
sheriff oppose small jail
Public safety must be the first priority in
Ingham County. This is not the case now.
Recently, the Ingham County Board of
Commissioners voted to eliminate approximately 70 beds in the jail. The jail, funded
with taxpayer dollars, will house 665 prisoners. Only 402 of those beds will be open
for use starting January 2011.
Over the years, nearly 200 of the available beds have been leased to other entities. The allotted beds for Ingham have remained crowded with prisoners. The plan
is to cut 70 more beds to save money.
This decision was made in March. Public safety has already been determined to·
be a low priority for.Ingham County.
While the leasing of beds has been positive in producing revenue for the county, the
effect on the day-to-day operations of the
jail has been problematic. Jail crowding has
required the release of numerous prisoners.
In 2009, more than 2,000 sentenced offenders were released early to ease jail numbers.
In the face of this ongoing dilemma and
out of necessity, the courts, prosecutor, and
sheriff have instituted several programs to
monitor the early release of prisoners. These,
however, cannot resolve the entire problem.
The Board of Commissioners has decided that, effective January 2011, an entire
wing of the jail will be closed. The jail will

Kennecott Mining Corp. (a subsidiary of
global mining giant Rio Tinto) has success-\
fully pressed the official guardians of Mich~·
igan's environmental resourc'
es to operate a sulfide rock
SARA
mine in the Upper Peninsula. CUL"ER
Specifically, the mine is in
·•
the watershed that feeds the lives in West
Salmon Trout River, which
Olive.
flows north into Lake Supe- - - - - rior, and the Yellow Dog, the Little Garlic
and the Dead rivers, which flow south toward Lake Michigan_
Why is that important?
Sulfide rock tailings, once exposed to
air and water, form sulfuric acid. 1bis acid
mine drainage - an eternal toxin - would
be prevented from escaping (by the miracle
of modem technology); an eternal menace
held eternally at bay. Or so Kennecott says.
Real persons (not corporate "persons")
live and die in a real place, leaving real .
children to inherit. These people need jobs
offered by other "persons."
The legal "persons,'' which don't live
anywhere, are responsible only to stockholders who might live anywhere. The in- ·
terests of real persons - loving, dreaming,
responsible persons - are not identical to,
and often incompatible with, the interests

of global enterprise.
Industrial disasters and environmental
wipeouts are the daily bread of the media.
Recently, it was a mine disaster; today
the Gulf of Mexico is hemorrhaging oil.
Tomorrow? We'll see.
Catastrophes quickly fade from public
consciousness. Who remembers Love Canal? Or Times Beach? Less spectacular
events, like the endemic water crises of the
Western states, or the permanent end of
the cod fishery, or the denuding of West
will or can defend the long-term interests
of real people in a real place. Politics is
Virginia by mountaintop removal, are no
notoriously - perhaps tragically - oblonger "news."
Yet all such problems are explicit in
sessed with the short-term, the election cythe Kennecott case - not to mention the
cle. Right now, to some, nickel and gold
seem more precious than water. And for
(roughly) 15 other mining companies planning to follow Kennecott's lead in the U.P. Of some people, jobs right now seem a better
course, these companies will argue that sul- bet than securing the interests of their chilfide rock mining can be made safe (though
dren and grandchildren.
Water is essential to all life, not only for
Wisconsin does not accept the argument).
Of course, these companies will promise physical survival, but for spiritual revival,
long-term jobs - good-paying jobs - with now and forever. Water is, and always has
companies willing to share their profits
been, sacred.
People - real people - need to live
with their workers. Of course, these legal
"persons" will present themselves as civic- near sustainable resources to provide not
only jobs, but also spiritual renewal. They
minded "citizens" sincerely committed to
need to live where there's clean, fresh, water
the quality of life in the place where they
"live" - just like the Wall Street bankers. and air and a beautiful, God-given ecosysIt is not self-evident that state officials
tem. You know; like the Upper Peninsula

Each news update from the BP oil
blowout in the Gulf of Mexico tightens
a hard !mot in my stomach. Alaskans who lived CHARLES
through the Exxon Valdez lH
oil spill feel dark memo- vv OHLFORTH
ries resurfacing. We talk is author of the
about our sadness for the forthcoming
people in the way, people book "The Fate of
who don't know what's
Nature:
about to hit them.
Rediscovering
"'They still seem to
Our Ability to
think they'll be able to
Rescue the
contain this and stop it,
Earth."
and they just can't," said - - - - Rick Steiner, a former University of Alaska
fisheries extension agent whose life was
irrevocably upset by the Exxon Valdez,
which spilled at least 11 million gallons of
oil in Prince William Sound 21 years ago.
"Not much oil is going to be recovered; they're not going to save much
wildlife; they're not going to be able to
restore damaged ecosystems."
I remember experts saying the same
things when I was a much younger man
and Exxon's oil still smelled fresh on the ·
water. But at 26 I couldn't really comprehend the predictions that oil would
remain in sheltered shores, poisoning
marine ecosystems, for at least 20 years.
Now I understand. Steiner and others
have shown it to me.
, With middle age, I can see the generational pattern of how we forget and
then must relearn these things.
In 1969, an oil rig blew off Santa Barbara, and another Alaskan, Interior Secretary Wally Hickel, shut down offshore
oil drilling throughout the nation. Oil
exploration off much of the U.S. coast
has been blocked ever since.
Twenty years later, Congress was on
the verge of allowing drilling in Alaska's
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge and in
the salmon-rich waters of Bristol Bay
when the Exxon Valdez hit the rocks.
New environmental laws were passed,
and plans were shelved for drilling.
Another 21 years passed. President
Obama announced he would end the
offshore moratorium. Three weeks later, ··
two days before the 40th anniversary
of Earth Day, an explosion and fire on
BP's Deepwater Horizon rig presumably
killed 11 workers and started this spill.
Each generation has to learn a new
lesson about our limitations. The story
of the Exxon Valdez is complex, but its
moral is painfully simple. Technology
fails because humans fail. Spills are inevitable. And once they happen, good intentions are useless. We can't fix nature
Blowout preventers usually work.
Tankers usually steer clear of well-charted rocks; Oil can be burned on the water;
it can be corralled and scooped up; it
can be dispersed by chemicals. Of the
oil that unavoidably blows ashore, some
lands on exposed, biologically unproductive beaches where it is easy to pick UPBut in a big oil spill, some oil will
get away- usually the vast majority
will. Some will find its way into quiet estuaries, protected from waves, the nurseries of fish, the deep muddy beds
of clams, the places where long-legged
birds pluck their dinner. Either this oil
will release poison for years, or people
will try to remove it, in the proc.ess destroying the life of the estuary and perhaps destroying much of those shores'
life-making capacity in the process.
MCT News Service
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ious stages of the criminal justice system.
There will no longer be adequate room
is chief judge of the Ingham County Circuit Court.
for drunken driving, domestic violence, assault and battery or child support defenGENE WRIGGELSWORTH
dants. People will see offenders taken off
is sheriff of Ingham County.
the street and released almost immediately.
This is wrong.
Each year, the county board establishes a
house only 402 local offenders.
series of priorities for the upcoming budget.
We, along with Prosecutor Stuart DunNormally, this is done through the course of
nings, 54-A District Court Chief Judge
Frank DeLuca, Probate Judge Richard Gar- meetings during the budget process.
In the case of public safety, the county
cia, 54-B District Court Chief Judge Richard
board has already said a jail is not a priority.
Ball and 55th District Court Chief Judge
It is noteworthy that Ingham County is
Thomas Boyd, are very concerned about
not broke. There is a balance of about
the reduction. We have pointed out that if
the size of the allotted jail space is reduced, $10.5 million in a rainy day fund that is
not being used to fund an adequate jail,
there will be ramifications. It has been
forecast that there will be more than 9,000 sheriff's office or the courts.
, The question is: "What constitutes a
early releases of county prisoners in 2011.
Further, next year the jail population
rainy day?"
We believe we are in a downpour.
will almost entirely consist of felons at var-

WILLIAM COLLETTE

Authorizing U.P. mine
was error of judgment

This week's question:
Do you think state and local officials do
enough to screen businesses before
awarding tax credits, and to hold them
accountable after the credits have been
approved?

Accountability is key

Dr. z;d2.£t»V
@Dr.LtVt&

Another
lesson on
oil spills

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on May 17, 2010 at
6:00 p.m. at Lansing Community College, Lansing,
Michigan, in the Administrative Office Building,
Board Room, the Board of Trustees of Lansing
Community College will hold a public hearing
to consider the district's proposed 2010-2011
budget.
The Board may not adopt its proposed 20102011 budget until after the public hearing. A copy
of the 2010-2011 budget including the proposed
property tax millage is available for public
inspection during normal business hours at 610 N
Capitol Avenue, Lansing, Michigan.
The property tax millage rate proposed to
be levied to support the proposed budget will
be a subject of this hearing.
This notice is given by order of the Board of
Trustees.
· Robin M. Smith, Secretary

I

really is.
- Nancy Davis, East Lansing

Decisions about tax credits must come with
an assurance that the public's interests are
Close review needed
protected. The recent examples of bad decisions
call for review of practices at all levels and also for
The comprehensive criteria necessary to gain
accountability for the recipients. Failure to
tax credits seem adequate to insure that the
perform should include revocation, or sanctions if recipient is deemed worthy of such consideration.
the applicant misled the agency. Other conIf, however, the criteria used reveal delinquent or
siderations should include whether the benunpaid taxes of an individual or business nature,
eficiaries are polluters, or if their proposal has
the request for tax credits should be heavily
obtained all the needed environmental and
· reconsidered. Certainly a measure of accountland-use permits in advance.
ability, if not currently in place, should be
implemented to insure that the recipient of the tax
- Anne Woiwode, Meridian Township
credits has satisfied its responsibilities in gaining
these credits.
Public needs more info
- Frederick Puffenberger, Portland
Whatever the state has been doing up until
now is not known to the general public. It must
Quit rewarding bad behavior
have been working fine, although the recent
.attention given to a particular businessman who
No, I just heard a news report that the state
was less than ethical calls the process into
allows self-reporting on the numbers of jobs
question. And, the huge breaks that the film
created. That is a formula for fraud; but then the
industry is receiving makes one wonder. Tax
governor can use the bogus numbers to brag
incentives are important, so perhaps the public
about job creation. We reward more bad behavior,
just needs to know more of the specifics on how
and then turn around and punish businesses that
they are given and what the return to the state
are already here with the Michigan Business Tax. I

know wealthy people and businesses are evil, and
the government is good and spends our money
wisely. Wealthy people are also smart, so they
move to a state with lower taxes and less hassle
so they can run their businesses.
- Neal Rohrs, Charlotte

Too eager for development
I believe tax credits are a valuable tool for
attracting and maintaining business, but I doubt
whether requests for tax relief receive adequate
scrutiny, Ifear that the economic development
groups responsible for evaluations are often too
eager to attract investment and jobs to ask the
relevant questions. In most cases, they must rely
upon the information provided by the requestor. I
suspect that a rigorous evaluation of actual
benefits is even more difficult and unlikely.
- Dale Dailey, DeWitt

than $9 million in tax credits, should be a name
that strikes tear and embarrassment in the heart
of every future state official or elected representative with any fiscal responsibility at all. I want a
complete audit of all tax credit compliance in
Michigan, and then a comparison to Bridge Card
compliance. Let's see where our legislators get
the biggest bang for their reform buck.
- Susan Robertson, Lansing

Results not evident

Complete audit needed

I have not heard of or seen results that suggest
that the hundreds of millions spent picking winners
and losers have been fruitful for us. The eight years
of recession Michigan has endured does not attest
to the success of these endeavors. Icontinue to
pray for God to jump-start and expand our
economy by encouraging business people to be
wise, honest, and fruitful, to motivate our leaders to
enact the right level and forms of taxation, and to
eliminate unreasonable regulations.
- Randy Parlor, Lansing

No. The Michigan Auditor General's April 26
report indicates serious noncompliance by
companies given hundreds of thousands of dollars
in state tax credits. Richard Short, awarded more

"Talk about it" features comments from the LSJ
Community Panel. Their views appear weekly. See
more at www.lsj.com.

ASK THE HARVARD EXPERTS

Are carbonated drinks bad for bones?
ROBERT SHMERLING, M.D.

come to similar conclusions.
One study found a higher
rate of bone fractures among
teenagers who drank carbonated drinks compared with
those who did not.
But no one knows ifthere
is a true cause-and-effect relationship between carbonated drinks and weak bones.
Something else about soda
drinkers may explain this. For
example, maybe soda drinkers exercise less and smoke
more than those who don't
drink sodas regularly. Differences like this could lead
to more osteoporosis among
soda drinkers.

MCT News Service

Q; Do carbonated drinks
leach calcium from bones?
Does this increase the risk
for osteoporosis? Can drinking soda make a diagnosed
case of osteoporosis worse?
A: The· best answer I can
give to both of your questions is umaybe."

: A number of studies in recent years link carbonated
drinks with osteoporosis.
Data from the Framingham
Osteoporosis Study (American Journal of Clinical Nutrition, 2006) looked at car-

•

www.lsj.com
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bonated drink consumption
amongmorethanl,400women andl,100 men. They found
that women who drank the
most caffeinated cola had the
lowest bone density. The biggest effect was seen for those
drinking three or more caf-

feinated cola drinks per day.
The effect was weaker for
non-cola and non-caffeinated carbonated drinks. And
they saw no link between
any of these drinks and bone
health in men.
More recent studies have

IP""'SIJWW_ _ _ _ _ _

Tips to avoid osteoporosis:

-~,

Connection?

risedronate (Actonel), as prescribed
»Get enough calcium, at least 1,000
by your doctor.
· to 1,200 mg/day. ·
»Don't
smoke.
»Get enough vitamin D; for people with
osteoporosis, 1,000 units per day.
»Don't drink too much alcohol.
»Get plenty of weight-bearing
. »Reduce the use of medications (such
exercise, such as walking
as corticosteroids) that can decrease
bone strength.
»Take medicines to build up bone,
such as alendronate (Fosamax) or
~

Did you know?

If there is a direct connection, there are a number of
possible explanations:
11 Soda drinkers may drink less milk or eat fewer foods
that contain calcium.
11 The phosphate in carbonated drinks may block or
slow how calcium is absorbed (although the drinks
do not necessarily "leach" calcium out ofthe bone).
»Caffeine in sodas may weaken bones by impairing
growth and development over time.

No evidence you can
prevent Alzheimer's

Many doctors don't
discuss diet options

With the nation's high rates of
obesity and the low odds of
Exercise, dietary supplements weight loss, perhaps weary
and programs that claim to boost doctors are just giving up. • ' .
National statistics show that ..~
your brain power have all been
only about half of obese
marketed as ways to stave off
Americans were advised by their
Alzheimer's. But there's no
doctors to cut down on fatty • '.
evidence that any of them work,
an independent panel of experts foods. The rate, from a 2006 ·
survey, has not changed from a ,
convened by the National
survey taken in 2002.
"
Institutes of Health concluded
The data, from the recently
this week.
released 2009 National
So far, studies haven't been
Healthcare Disparities Repor(
able to prove if any of these
found that doctors discussed food
strategies work to prevent
cognitive decline, the panel said. choices with 52 percent of their .
obese white patients compared to
The news is discouraging, for
45 percent of obese blacks and 42
certain. The unfortunate reality
percent of obese Latinos. ·
is so little is known about the
Poor adults and less-educated
illness and of the aging process
people
were less likely to be told
in general, experts said.
to cut down on high-fat and .•
Researchers have identified
high-cholesterol foods. The '..
certain risk factors such as age
report notes that any obese :· ~
and the association of a genetic
person would likely benefit from ·
variant of a protein that plays a
counseling about diet and
role in cholesterol - apo·
lipoprotein E- that have shown . exercise. It would be interesting::
to see a survey of doctors on why
links to developing Alzheimer's.
they would choose not to discus~
And experts hope to soon
diet with an obese patient. Do ·
understand what role genetics
they feel it's useless?
··
play in the disease. But much
- Wire reports
more research is needed.

DETROIT DUO: The horrorcore hip-hop act Insane Clown
Posse performs at 5:30 p.m. Saturday at Meadow Brook
Music Festival in Rochester Hills. Info: 484-5656.

SECTION(
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»The Ruhala Performing Arts
Center stages "The Savage
Dilemma," a screwball comedy
about an indomitable woman
who saves the
day at a mental
institution.
» Ruhala Perform·
ing Arts Center.
1846 Haslett
Road, East LanTonight
sing, 337-0464,
www.ruhalacenter.com ·
»4 p.m. today, $12, $8 for stu·
dents, seniors and kids younger
than 12

Lansing State Journal
www.lsj.com
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'Savage Dilenuna' is
at Ruhala today

Get back on your bike
safely with these tips
HEALTH: Carbonated
drinks could be
damaging your bones

INSIDE:
9C STEP RIGHT
UP: Leggings
come out from
the cold and
into spring
wardrobes

T01\!J:ORR011V:
Grilling basics
Ready to fire up your
barbecue?We've gottips to
make your mouth water
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Celeb biographer
speaks at Town Hall

»The Lansing Town Hall Celebrity
MAY L_ecture Series cdontinues on Mon ay
with a talk by Tom
Santopietro. He's
managed top Broadway shows, including "The Phan-tom of the Opera" and "A Chorus
Line," and has written biographies on Frank Sinatra, Barbra
Streisand and Doris Day.
»Causeway Bay Hotel, 6820 S.
Cedar St., 332-3729,
www.lansingsymphony.org
» 11 a.m. Monday, $25 for the lecture, $15 for lunch

10
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Site can help you
track down Tweetie

»www.whatbird.com
»If your bird identification skills
are less than spectacular, check
outWhatBird to help you ID
the species hanging out at your
bird feeder or the local park. For
the most useful part of the site,
click on "Browser"
at the top; you can
then look for birds
by location, color.
wing shape, size,
body shape and more. Still can't
figure it out? Post in the "Help
me identify a bird" area of the
site's forum.

on
lin.e

DAY

Robert H. Shmerling, M.D. is associate physician
at Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center, Boston,
and associate professor at Harvard Medical School.
He has been a practicing rheumatologist for more
than 20 years at Beth Israel Deaconess Medical
Center. For additional consumer health infonnation,
visit www.health.harvardedu.

PepsiCo is voluntarily removing high-calorie sweetened drinks from schools
for kids up to age 18 in more than 200 countries by 2012. Coke and Pepsi
agreed to stop selling sugary drinks in U.S. schools in 2006. Coke announced
in March it won't sell sugared drinks in primary schools worldwide unless
asked, but it is not matching Pepsi's move for high schools.
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517 349-2223
3413 Woods Edge Drive, Okemoa
*Note: Ifyou are cwwntly experiencing active symptoms such
as chest pain or difficulty in breathing, call 911 immediately.
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Holding down the homefront: Shelia Planck is caring for her daughter alone while her husband, Kent, is deployed in Iraq. He left when Madelyn was a month old.

American Dreamer
KATHLEEN LAVEY •

S

klavey@lsj.com

ix-month.-old Madelyn Faith Planck is perfect:
chubby arms and legs, a rosebud mouth, straw.

'

berry blond hair, more laughs and coos than cries.

And sometimes, that's tough on her mom, Sheila
Planck, who watched her husband, Kent, leave for Iraq
last November when Madelyn was barely a month old.
Sheila ean see what her husband is missing, wishes
he could be there to watch the daughter who looks so
much like him grow.
"She's very, very alert and attentive, she's grabbing
things, She gave me kisses the other day," Sheila said,
holding her daughter on her lap in the living room of

Waiting for Daddy: Sheila Planck plays with daughter, Madelyn, near the Christmas
tree at the family's home at the VFW National Home complex near Eaton Rapids. The
Christmas tree will stay up until Shelia's husband, Kent, comes home later this month.

her 19305-era brick home on the grounds of the VFW
' National Home hear Eaton Rapids. "I want to make sure
she gets to know him."

[ • s.MOMl"'•'c

Whatever it is,
it's here

IE SURE TO CHECK OUT THOUSANDS OF PHOTOS AND MORE
INFORMATION ABOUT THE EVENT AT WWW.HEARTOFASPARTAR.COM
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CAN YOU SLOW IT DOWN?

Going gray is inevitable, and there isn't a magic pill to stop it, yet

Wo~en _who have Most gray hairs are unavoidable, the result of aging and genetics. But doctors and
theu h3:11" colored hairdressers say there are steps you can try to fight premature loss of pigment:
professionally go
to the salon about
»Stop smoking. Studies
four times a year,
show cigarettes speed up
spending an
the aging process through·
average of
out the body, including your hair.
The bad hair day $26D for the
»Work to lower stress. While evidence isn't conAbad hair day puts a woman in a year. That's
clusive, many believe anxiety can help trigger grayblue mood; a bad haircut can reduce about $65 a trip
ing. Get enough sleep, exercise regularly, make
her to tears. Results of a new poll: for the color
time for enjoyable hobbies and tiy meditation or
alone.
deep breathing exercises.
»A new poll showed that44% of
11 Don't drink too much. Excess alcohol and cal·
women say their mood has been
feine may be bad news for your hair.
affected by a bad hair day.
» Eat the right foods. Deficiencies
»A fourth (26%) have cried after getting
of certain nutrients, including copa haircut, and a third have regretted a
per and B·vitamins, may contribstyle change.
ute
to early graying.
11 Women's biggest gripes about their hair
»
Massage
your scalp. Extra
in order: too thin or fine; the color; too
rubbing
during
a
shampoo should
curly or frizzy; too dry or damaged; too
help stimulate blood circulation in your
thick; takes too long to style; too straight;
scalp, which nourishes hair follicles.
unmanageable; going gray; falling out.

CUT IT?

•

''In a lot of ways, when Ifirst got married, it was like a
sense of completion. When I found out I was pregnant, it
was like, 'This is my life!' It was awesome!'

-

•·

'
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50

By age 50, 50 percent of
all people are likely to

have 50 percent gray hair.
»Be wary of products. The only item proven to
"reverse' graying is hair dye. Numerous supplements and other products, often sold on the Inter·
net, almost certainly are a waste of money and
may pose health risks.
»Avoid too much heat. Shampooing with hot
water and using a hairdryer on high heat may
damage hair roots; the same goes for significant
sun exposure (wear a hat).
»Don't pluck. Pulling out gray hairs won't solve
your problem, but it will damage your hair root
and possibly cause an infection.
»See a doctor. If you have significant graying
before age 30 and no family histoiy of that trait,
you may have a health problem such as thyroid
disease, anemia or a vitamin B· 12 deficiency. How·
ever, the majority of people don't.
- MCT Nl!W!i Servir!

GET LISTED: How it works

Calendar
General Tips for Planting Trees,
Shrubs and Perennials, VanAtta's
Greenhouse &Flower, 9008 Old M78,
Haslett, 6 p.m. May 12. Info: 339-1142,
www.vanattas.com.
Growing Grapes, C. Ross Hilliard
Building, Mason Conference Room A, first
floor, 121 E. Maple St., Mason, 7-9 p.m.
May 13. Presented by MSU Extension. Cost:
$10.
Invasive Plant Problems and
How to Manage Them, Harris
Nature Center, 3998 Van Atta Road,
Okemos, 10 a.m.- noon May 15. The MidMichigan Stewardship Initiative will present
a hands-on look at invasive plant species.
For more info, call Dave at 349-865L
Eckhart at 349-6466 or Kit at 349-3866 or
go online, www.StewardshipNetwork.org.
Cost: $10 for members of the Stewardship
Network, $15 for non-members.

Ingham Regional Registered
Nurses' Food Drive, Ingham
Regional Medical Center, 401 W. Greenlawn
Ave., Lansing, May 3-10. Drop off
non-perishable food items for the MidMichigan Food Bank. Containers provided
in the lobbies of IRM C's Greenlawn and
Pennsylvania campuses. Info: 975-8304.
Pancake Breakfast, Oak Park YMCA,
900 Long Blvd., Lansing, 8-10 a.m. May 15.
Call 827-9700 to purchase tickets. Info:
www.ymcaoflansing.org. Cost: $8 in
advance, $10 at the door, children 5 and
younger eat free.

OTHER
DAYS

Wednesday: In the Local section, Seniors
Thursday: Entertainment in What's On and NOISE
Saturday: In the Local section, Worship

Adult Services Desk to register: 321-4014
ext. 4. Info: 321-4014 ext. 4, dtdl.org. d
Scrabble Tournament, Delta
Township District Library, 5130 Davenport
Drive, Lansing, 9 a.m.-6 p.m. May 15. Test
your Scrabble skills at our second fully
sanctioned, NASPA rated tournament. Last
day to register is May 13. Experienced
tournament players must be amember of
NASPA to play. New, unrated players are
welcomed and encouraged and will play in
aseparate division at areduced lee. To
register, contact Joanne Grow at 323-7414
or call the Adult Services Desk 321-4014
ext. 4. Info: dtdl.org. Cost: $27.
Start Your Own Wordpress Blog,
Delta Township District Library, 5130
Davenport Drive, Lansing, 5-7:45 p.m.
May 12. Bring your own computer ii you
have one or sign up to use one of the
library's laptops. Registration is required.
Info: 321-4014 ext. 4, dtdl.org. d
Very Hungry Caterpillar Party,
Capital Area District Library Haslett Branch,
5670 School St., Haslett, 4 p.m. May 13. For
ages 3 and older. Join us for aspringtime
celebration of the legendary children's
author. Books, activities, snacks and acraft.
Info: 339-2324, www.cadl.org.

LITERARY
Michigan Notable Books
program, Thomas M. Cooley Law
School Brennan Library, 330 S. Washington
Square, Lansing, 5 p.m. May 12. Cooley Law
School presents James McClurken, author
of "Our People, Our Journey: the Little River
Band of Ottawa Indians." Public is welcome.
Info: 371-5140, www.cooley.edu.

American Sewing Guild Lansing
Lansing State Journal file photo
Clippers May meeting, UAW Local
652 Hall, 426 Clare St., Lansing, 6:30-9 p.m. Learn to kayak: Ravi Srinivsan (L) and Leila Desotelle (R) kayaked with Summit
May 10. Acelebration of all things sewing.
Sports on Lake Lansing last year. On Wednesday, learn to kayak at the MSU
Annual "Retailer Appreciation" event, where Sailing Center or attend an open house at the Lansing Sailing Club.
the guild puts the spotlight on the local
businesses that financially support the
NATURE
,
FUNDRAISERS w -~~-':: Walk like MADD Lansing SK,
non-profit sewing guild. Info: 699-8062,
Cooley Garden Brown Bag Lunch
Hawk Island Park, 1601 E. Cavanaugh Road,
lansingclippers.com.
Children's Trust Fund - Cherish
Tour, Cooley Gardens, 225 W. Main St.,
Lansing, 9-11 a.m. May 15. Everyone is
the Children Signature Event
Lansing, 12:15-1:15 p.m. May 12. Join head
Association of Catholic Women,
welcome
to
come
as
an
individual
walker
or
Auction, Lansing Center, 333 E.
gardener Eric Stinson on ainformative
St. Mary Cathedral, 219 Seymour Ave.,
form ateam of two or more people. Invite
Michigan Ave., Lansing, 5-9 p.m. May 12.
garden tour highlighting the spring
Lansing, 12:30 p.m. May 15. Meet for lunch.
family, friends, co-workers, neighbors, and
Info: 373-4320, www.michigan.gov/
blooming flowers and trees, giving
The presentation of funds to the librarians
more
to
join
us
to
eliminate
drunk
driving,
ctlsignature.
gardening tips and taking your questions.
of local Catholic Schools will take place.
save lives and prevent injuries. To register
Info: 483-4332, www.cooleygardens.org.
Installation of officers for the Association
Dream, Girll Benefit Gala, Home
go to www.walklikemadd.org, and select
for next year will complete the program.
d
of Frank Biocca, 516 Belmonte Circle,
event site Lansing. For more information
For reservations, call 8ernita at 321-4190 by
East Lansing, 5-7:30 p.m. May 14. Event
Organic Gardening Methods,
or to receive awalk brochure contact
May 11. Info: 321-4190.
held in honor of Zena Biocca and the
Foster Park Resource Center, Marcus and
487-6233. The ceremonies begin at 9 a.m.
Women's Center of Greater Lansing's filth
Capital Area Chapter of the
and the walk starts at 9:30 a.m. sharp. Non- ·:Foster, Lansing, 10-11:30 a.m. May 15. Learn
anniversary. Enjoy wine and tastes from
··different organic methods in the garden.
Military Officers Association
competitive, no registration lee.
around the world. Proceeds to benefit
~ve money, eat healthier, and be kinder to
of America meeting, Lexington
the Women's Center. Call to RSVP by
t~e planet. Register in advance, 887-4660,
Lansing Hotel, 925 S. Creyts Road, Lansing,
May 11. Tickets also available at the
ww~.greaterlansingfoodbank.org. d
social hour at 6p.m., dinner at 6:30
Alzheimer's Association door. Info: 372-9163,
p.m., program at 7:30 p.m. May 13.
Legislative Day, State Capitol
Spring bird walks, Fenner Nature
www.womenscenterolgreaterlansing.org.
Carole Armstrong, retired MSU librarian, will
Building, Alzheimer's Association Tent on
Centei;.2020 Mount Hope Ave., Lansing,
Cost:
$100
donation.
present a program on the establishment of
the front lawn, 111 S. Capitol Ave., Lansing,
8 a.m. May 15. Walk the trails with alocal
an MSU Extension in Dubai. Call or e-mail
9:15 a.m.-5 p.m. May 12. Alzheimer's
FAAN Walk for Food Allergy,
birder le observe the spring migrations of
femoss@juno.com to RSVP by May 9. Social
Association staff and advocates from
Granger Meadows, Granger Meadows Lane,
birds. Inm: 483-4224, www.folnc.org. d
hour at 6 p.m., dinner at 6:30 p.m., program
across Michigan will unite to advocate
Lansing, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. May 15. Raise
at 7:30 p.m. Info: 337-1439.
for better Alzheimer's care for Michigan
awareness and educate for those living
SPECJAL EVENTS "
families. Meet on the Capitol grounds, then 6th Annlial Walk-a-mile In My
with
life
threatening
food
allergies.
Info:
Capital Area Music Teachers'
visit with legislators in order to help them
896-4798, www.foodallergywalk.org.
Association, Plymouth Congregational
Shoes, State Capitol Building, front
better understand the physical, emotional,
Church, 2001 E. Grand River Ave., Lansing,
lawn, 111 S. Capito! Ave., Lansing, 1:30
Firekeepers casino bus trip,
and financial demands that Alzheimer's
9:30-11 a.m. May 11. Our program will
p.m. May U-'.lo help showcase the
FireKeepers Casino, Battle Creek, 10 a.m.
disease places on families. Info: (734)
feature CAMTA teachers in recital. Info: ·
importance of addressing issues lacing
May 15. Proceeds to benefit the Leukemia &
475-7043, www.alz.org. ilJii1
349-7948.
people with mental illness, developmental
Lymphoma Society. Chartered bus trip. Bus
disabilities and substance use disorders.
will pick up people at the park and ride in
Design Lansing - Concepts for
Info: 346-8238.
Portland (exit 77) at 10 a.m. then go to the
Change, Gardner Middle School, East
"Bath Massacre: America's First
Days Inn-West Lansing at 10:20 a.m. Arrive
Cafeteria, 333 Dahlia Drive, Lansing,
4-H
Children's Garden Work
School Bombing", Bath Middle
at Firekeepers at 11 a.m. Depart casino at 3
6-8:30 p.m. May U. Share ideas for
Party, Michigan 4-H Children's Garden,
School,
13675
Webster
Road,
Bath,
2
p.m.
p.m. For more information and/or to reserve
Lansing's new Master Plan. Info: 483-406L
Outdoor/Indoor Children's Gardens- rain or
May 14. DeWitt District Library in
your seat on the bus, please contact Sue
www.designlansing.net. d
shine, off Bogue Street, south of Wilson
cooperation
the
community
of
Bath
will
Blemaster at 526-3452. You must pre-pay
Road, East Lansing, 9 a.m.- noon May 15.
host
author
Arnie
Bernstein
for
a
Holt Relay For Life meeting,
to reserve your seat on the bus. Info:
Info: 355-5191 ext 1327. d
presentation.
Bernstein
will
provide
a
Charlar Place, 4230 Charlar Drive, Hol~
526-3452. Cost: $30 ($20 back in casino
reading of his book. Info: 669-3156,
6:30-8 p.m. May 11. Holt's Relay For Lile
Birth to Baby Fair, St. David's
play money and a$5 lood voucher).
www.dewittlibrary.org. d
is holding an informational and planning
Episcopal Church, 1519 Elmwood Road, .
Friends of the Mason Library
meeting for their sixth American Cancer
Lansing, 11 a.m.-3 p.m. May 15. Workshops
African-American
Authors
Plant Sale, Capital Area District Library
will be offered throughout the day on
Society Relay For Lile. Info: 694-7536,
Reading Circle, Capital Area District
Mason Branch, 145 W. Ash St., Mason,
www.relayforlife.org/holtmi. d
topics
related to pregnancy, childbirth and
Library Main Branch, 401 S. Capitol Ave.,
9 a.m.- noon May 15. Heirloom tomato
baby care. Gilt bags and door prizes
Lansing, 6:30-8 p.m. May 11. "The Beautiful
will be given out. Info: 643-2050,
Struggle" by Ta-Nehisi Coates. Info:
www.birth2babyfair.com. d
367-6363, www.cadl.org. ilJii1
East
Lansing Spring Housing
The Book Burrow, Capital Area
Fair,
Hannah Community Center, 819
District Library Main Branch, 401 S. Capitol
Abbot Road, East Lansing, 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Ave., Lansing, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. and 4-7 p.m.
plants, perennials and annuals for sale.
May 12. Representatives from several
Thursdays, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. Fridays, 11 a.m.-4
Proceeds to benefit the services and
Mobile Food Pantry, Black Child
businesses and organizations will be on
p.m. Saturdays, ongoing (closed holidays).
programs of the Mason library. Donations of
& Family Institute, 835 W. Genesee St.,
hand to share information with interested
Info:
367-6363,
www.cadl.org.
Cost:
most
plants
forthe
sale
welcome.
Info:
676-4175.
Lansing, 9-11 a.m. May 15. Distribution
home buyers on housing assistance
books are 50 cents to $3.
of free, fresh, non-perishable food Items.
Greater Lansing Food Bank
programs, mortgage products, the
Participants must bring avalid state
East Lansing Public Library
Empty Plate Dinner, Kellogg Hotel
Avondale Square neighborhood
identification card or driver's license, and a
Second Sunday fundraiser,
& Conference Center, Big Ten Room,
revitalization project and the city's Housing
box or bag to carry food. Info: 483-4477.
Dublin Square Irish Pub, 327 Abbot Road,
55 S. Harrison Road, East Lansing,
Rehabilitation Program. Info: 319-6931.
East Lansing, 4-9 p.m. May 16. Ten percent
d
5:30-8 p.m. May 13. Strolling dinner and
Eaton
County Special Olympics,
of food and drink sales will be donated to
auction fund raiser to help feed the
Workshop to Seek Input on
Eaton Rapids High School, Athletic Field,
the
library.
Info:
351-2222.
hungry
in
Ingham,
Eaton
and
Clinton
Ingham County Property, Ingham
800 State St., Eaton Rapids, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
counties. Info: 887-4307,
Conservation Distric~ Glasson Education
Fun with Digital Photos, Delta
May 11. More than 350 athletes will
www.greaterlansingfoodbank.org.
Cost:
building, 1031 W. Dexter Trail, Mason, 6p.m.
Township District Library, 5130 Davenport
be competing. Master of Ceremonies is
$125 per person includes admission, food
May U. All interested Ingham County
Drive, Lansing, 6-7:30 p.m. May 13. Learn
Kevin Lee of WITL, and Big Lug will be
and drink.
citizens are invited to help develop a
about some great services and resources
in attendance. Hosted by Eaton County
mission statement and plan for public use,
that can help you share your pictures in
Relay for Life Rummage and
Kiwanis Club.
conservation and education of 200 acres of
ways that will impress your family and
Bake Sale, Vantown Community
International Learn to Fly Day,
property that was formerly the DNR's geese
Church, 3504 E. Howell Road, Webberville,
friends. Info: 321-4014ext. 4, dtdl.org.
Lansing Community College Aviation
and pheasant breeding operation. Info:
9 a.m.-4 p.m. May 14, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.
Home Buyer Education Seminar,
Technology
Center, 3428 W. Hangar Drive,
676-2290, www.inghamconservation.com.
May 15. To benefit the
Delta Township District Library, 5130
Lansing, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. May 15. LCC Aviation
Williamston/Webberville Relay for Life. Info:
Davenport Drive, Lansing, 6-7:30 p.m.
Center is one of 300 locations worldwide
FOOD AND DRINK".;:w~ 694-6479, www.relayforlile.org/
May 11. Real estate experts from Coldwell
giving free workshops on Learning to
Bath Township fire Fighter's
williamstonwebbervillemi. Cost: fill the
Banker will be here to take you step-by-step
Fly. Register online. Intro flights available
Association Taco Dinner, Bath
bags: $2 for plastic, $3 lor small brown
through the home buying process. Info:
$70 (weather permitting). Info: 483-1406,
Township Fire Department, 5633
grocery sack, $5 for large grocery sack.
321-4014 ext. 4, dtdl.org. d
www.learntolly.org. Cost: free tickets to
Drumheller Road, Bath, 4-8 p.m. May 15.
Silent Auction for Mid-Michigan Introduction to Rug Hooking,
workshop seminars 10and11 a.m. via
Info: 641-7811.
Cat Rescue, Grand Ledge, Grand
website.
Delta Township District Library, 5130
Chicken Dinner Fundraiser, Pilgrim
Ledge, through May 15. Auction is online
Davenport Drive, Lansing, 6-7:45 p.m.
Greater Lansing Convention &
Congregational United Church of Chris~ 125
through May 15. Items include jewelry, bath
May 11. Sign-up to learn how to make
Visitors Bureau 50th
S. Pennsylvania Ave., Lansing, 4:30-7 p.m.
and body products, artwork, salon and
your own rugs. Step-by-step instruction
Anniversary Celebration, Greater
May 11. Info: 484-7434. Cost: $10 advance,
restaurant gilt certificates, massages and
will be given from an experienced rug
Lansing
Visitor Center, First Floor, Stadium
$11 door, $5 ages 5-12.
more. Info: 622-4653,
hooker and materials and supplies will be
District Building, Lansing, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
www.mmcr.petlnder.com.
supplied. Registration is required. Call the
-----i!.

CANCER (June 22-July 22)
» It benefits you to follow some»How helpless human babies are in comparison to other young animals.
one's lead, as long as the person
We are utterly dependent on mother or on one who assumes the role.
you ensue truly has some expeThis Mother's Day begins under the spiritual Pisces moon and ends
rience, wisdom or, at the very
under the childlike Aries moon. Gratitude will extend to mothers and
least, intention of getting somebeyond as we remember all who have nurtured our development.
where good.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
tion. Once you get buzzing on
ARIES {March21-April 19)
»You've been trying to add or
something creative, you'll ride
»You think you're limited because
subtract ij habit from your life
the productive energy all week
of a problem, when in fact your
for
several weeks now. Finally,
long.
A
Pisces
is
your
ally.
problem expands you. The very
the connection clicks. You'll figthing you see as a limitation
GEMINI (May 21..June 21)
ure out how to best motivate,
gives you the impulse to soar in »You'll be working with a loved
encourage
and reward yourself.
a uniquely creative way.
one, which could have an effect
VIRGO
(Aug.
23-Sept. 22)
TAURUS (April20-May20)
on the more leisurely things you
»You
know
information
that
do
together.
Be
mindful
not
to
»You love to make things. Today
could, if put into the wrong·
rush through playful customs.
involves invention or renova.,.
hands, wreak havoc on some-

SUnday, May 9, 2010:

one's personal life. You'll take
pride in the fact that you are a
trustworthy and loyal friend.

Knights of Columbus Fathers for
Good Banquet, Catholic Community
of St. Jude, 801 N. Bridge St., DeWitt,
6 p.m. May 10. Hosting Michigan State
head football coach Mark Dantonio. The
event will celebrate fatherhood and help
support the City of the Children Orphanage
in Matamoros, Mexico. Info: 881-4134,
www.shinskyorphanage.org. Cost: $25 per
person for the program and dinner, seating
is limited. Registration forms online.
Lansing Christian School
"Spring Fling", Lansing Christian
School, Commons, 3405 Belle Chase Way,
Lansing, 4:30-7:30 p.m. May 11. Lansing
Christian School is having afamily event
with food, games and fun .. There will
be face painting, large inflatable toys for
children to explore, acake walk and much
more. Call Lindsey Pillow at 882-5779,
www.lan.singchristianschool.org. d

hli Fantasia sandal by

Slinky pattern draws attention
GANNETT

T

Mariana for Golc, $132 at
www.flourishboutique.com.

ID Cocobelle snake ankle
wrap sandal, $99 at
www.endless.com.

ake a step beyond the usual animal
print and slide into summer with snakepatterned fashions. Keep it in classic ,,.·5'lB'!!I
dark colors, or go bright for fun.
..

II Jessica McClintock ·
snake-embossed clutch,
$38 at www.endless.com.

ID MICHAEL Michael Kors
ID Chain large snake
embossed leather hobo,
$448 at Nordstrom.

ID Silk snake
print ruffle top
by Drew, $158
at www.searle

Meridian Memories Celebrating
Armed Services Day, Meridian
Historical Village, 5151 Marsh Road,
Okemos, 2-4 p.m. May 15. Join the Friends
of Historic Meridian as we tour the
village during 1898 just as the Spanish
American War begins taking volunteers
from Michigan. Guides will lead you
on an unusual tour of the Meridian
Histolic Village. Proceeds will be used
for village maintenance. Info: 347-7300,
www.merhistvill.org. Cost $10, $5 children.
Mid-Michigan Llama Show, Eaton
County Fairgrounds, 1025 S. Cochran Ave.,
Charlotte, 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. May 8-9.
Llama show with more than 100 llamas
from Michigan and surrounding states.
Halter and Youth events with llamas. Free
parking, concession on site. Sponsored by
Michigan Lama Association. Info: 627-6562,
www.michiganllama.org. d
Mom's Day at the Zoo, Potter Park
Zoo, 1301 S. Pennsylvania Ave., Lansing,
9 a.m.-6 p.m. May 9. Activities begin at 11
a.m. and include a special themed animal
enrichment, children's project area where
kids can make agilt for their mom,
live animal presentations and more. The
first 500 moms through the gate will
receive afree carnation. Info: 517.483.4222,
www.potterparkzoo.org. Cost: free for
moms residing in Ingham County, zoo
admission is $4 for residents, $10 for nonresidents, $2 for kids up to 16, and free for
kids 3 and younger.
Sailing Open House, Lansing Sailing
Club, 6039 E. Lake Drive, Haslett, 6-8 p.m.
May 12. Learn about club activities and
membership, adult lessons, junior camp,
racing, kayaking programs and more. Info:
339-9030, www.lansingsailing.org.
Teddy Bear Tea, Turner-Dodge House
and Heritage Center, 100 E. North St.,
Lansing, 3-4:30 p.m. May 15. Children,
parents, grandparents and friends invited.
Guests will enjoy delicious tea and treats.
Afterward, family and friends will enjoy
aBear of aStory and make a keepsake.
To reserve your spot, call 483-4220.
Call 483-4220 to make reservations. Info:
483-4220, parks.cityollansingmi.com/
tdodge. Cost: $8 per person.
On the Boulevard Spring Cleanup, Athlete's Connection, 4211 S. Martin
Luther King Jr. Blvd., Lansing, noon-3 p.m.
May 15. We are using this day to plant
flowers, clean up litter. Info: 481-5963.
Peace Education Center
Outreach Training, Unitarian
Universalist Church, Social Hall, 855 Grove
St., East Lansing, 7 p.m. May 12. lfyou
want to volunteer at a PEC outreach table
this summer or work on outreach in your
local schools and communities, here is
an opportunity to prepare and learn. Info:
515-5634, www.peaceedcenter.org.

Contact information
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that you'd like everything to be
in order.

SAGITIARIUS

LIBRA (Sept. 23-0ct. 23)

(Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

»You are supported by your loved
ones in various ways, though
perhaps not in the ways you
want. For instance, if you need
1Odollars, a hug won't do. Take
the hug anyway. Be comforted
by it. Then ask for the 10.

»If there's something you're selling, you'll be getting some interesting leads. And even if you
don't have concrete goods and
services to market, you will be
winning people over with your
ideas and personality.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21)

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22..Jan. 19)

»A small problem keeps getting
overlooked because it seems so
inconsequential. However, you
realize that nothing is inconsequential. Fixing this problem
~Pnds a message to the universe
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May 14. Public is invited for free
refreshments, special discounts, drawings
and giveaways.

Horoscopes

'·---·---_.;.~···~---·

www.lsj.com

class,fundraiser, etc., listed
in the calendar, mail or
bring it to: Community Calendar, Lansing State Jouma~
120 E. Lenawee St., Lansing,
MI48919,by
5 p.m Friday for the
May 23 calendar. You also
can submit information online at www.lsj.com or e-mail
it to events@lsj.com For ongoing events, please send separate notices for each week.

Tuesday: In the Local section, Support Groups

Thrifty Sparrow Re-Sale Shop,
Sparrow Hospital, St. Lawrence campus,
the Outpatient Building, lower level, 1210 W.
Saginaw St., Lansing, 8 a.m.-noon Mondays
and 8 a.m.-2 p.m. the first and third
Wednesdays and 2-5 p.m. Fridays. Large
selection of spring and summer clothing,
most priced at $2. Donations welcome
during shop hours. Also featuring designer
handbags, shoes, jewelry, small appliances,
home accents, glassware and more.
Proceeds go to Sparrow Hospice Services.
Thrifty Sparrow also works in partnership
with EVE Inc. Info: 364-7185.

Learn to Kayak, MSU Sailing Center,
5918 Shaw, Haslett, 5-8 p.m. May 12.
Workshop for beginning kayakers. Kayaks,
paddles and life jackets provided.
Sponsored by Summit Sports. Taught
by ACA-certified instructors. Advance
registration required, call 333-9716 or \ .
e-mail toddleigh@hotmail.com. Cost: $50.

To have your meeting,

»People will do what comes easily
to them. That's why it's important to stock your team with
people who are naturally good
natured, afl!! kind.

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
»You'll derive a great deal of
pleasure from your work. That's
why you'll be wrapped up in
it even if this is supposed to
be your day off. Bounce your
ideas off of a Capricorn or Gemini sounding board.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
»Is a process worthwhile even if
it doesn't produce the intended
result? That will be the question
you put to yourself and to a
group. Likely, the answer isn't
so cut and dried.
- Holiday Mathis

Mossimo faux-python
turnlock clutch, $16.99
at Target stores.

II Snake print cuff, $32
at www.topshop.com.

II Snake-print silk-chiffon
blouse by Single, $180
at www.net-a-porter.com.

snake ring, $12
atTorrid.

II Silk and spandex
snake-print beaded tunic
by St. John, $495 at
www.sjk.com.

IGH UP

Q: What's new in leggings this
season?
A: As we move into spring, we're seeing
leggings appear in different lengths: anywhere from mid-calf to high-ankle lengths,
all the way up to bike short-length.Also, color.
They don't have to be black for summer.
Think white, pale grays, navy blue. DKNY does a great
hosiery-weight legging in all sorts of colors.
Q: How do you incorporate leggings into a summer look?
A: The legging should coordinate with the look. It's not
a time to create a black background for something like
we did in fall. In many cases, a legging replaces a short
or a skinny jean. Denim, in general, is much lighter
in spring. Think about a lighter color "jegging" Geans
legging) that has a washed blue color. Sometimes the
color alone lightens up look and feel, which makes it
appropriate for aTexas summer.

Leggings come
out from the cold
and into spring
STEPHANIE ALLMON

MCT News Service

Think only twiggy: legged teenage girls can
and should wear spring's
· hottest trend - leggings?
That's exactly
: what we were
thinking, too,
when we
recently
: walked
·through
. the ladies'
department
· of a major de: partment store
. and wondered why
. everything (in the sec. tions we and our mothers normally shop in)
' seemed so ... well, short!
. "Is this supposed to be
; a top or a dress?" we
· could hear Mom's voice
· whispering in our ear,
followed by, "Leggings?
. I'm not wearing those at
. my age and size!"
But fear not the legging, ladies.
: It's here. It's on-trend.
And it's wearable.
So says Gregg An. drews, a fashion director
for Nordstrom. We chat; ted with him recently
: about pulling off the leggings look for spring and
summer.

Q: What about all those zipper and rhinestoneembellished leggings we saw last fall?
A: We continue to see them into spring. You need to be
careful - a lot of tops for spring are already embellished, so you need to limit your embellishment on your
outfit to one article of clothing.
Q: What kind of shoes are best to wear with a

MCT News

Service photo

ii Tory Burch interlock
silk jersey dress, $375
at Nordstrom.

leggings outfit?
A: Pretty much anything goes, from very flat sandals to
embellished ballerina flats to high, strappy cage shoes.
I think for spring the freshest are the flat sandals with
multiple straps (flat cage sandals).
The key is you need to have a little bit of visual weight
to ground the look (such as straps) so the look looks
finished.
Q:All right, let's get into it: Who shouldn't be
wearing leggings?
A: I think the key to wearing leggings is what you wear
on top. A woman of any size can really wear leggings
as long as she is wearing the appropriate-length top.
A fuller-figure woman might want to wear something
that comes to the bottom of the thigh. Someone smaller
might choose hip length.
Q: Might short women feel frumpy in them?
A: The great thing about leggings is that because they
are close to the body, if petite women wear them, they
elongate the leg. These give them a nice, slim line. If you
want to give ataller appearance, think about matching
leggings more closely with a top so you don't break the
line and you elongate the body.
Q: Should we be looking in the hosiery department or the apparel department for our everyday leggings?

A: Many of the leggings are nothing more than thick hosiery.
You'll see them in both apparel and in hosiery. Obviously
the ones in hosiery tend to be lighter weight, like the
DKNY ones. Those are gonna be great if you want alittle
something peeking out from a skirt, tunic or dress.

. www.lsj.com

6C • Sunday, May 9, 2010 • Lansing State Journal

American
Dreamer
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ACROSS

Temporary home: Sheila and
Madelyn Planck are living in this
home at the VFW National Home
complex. Shelia Planck, who is
from Eaton Rapids, moved to the
complex from Fort Benning, Ga.,
shortly after her husband was
deployed to Iraq in November.

Mom: Militmy life means you 'roll with the punches'
CONTINUED FROM

www.lsj.com
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Sheila Planck - married at 17, a mom
at 18 - celebrates her first Mother's Day
today.
And as Madelyn grows, Sheila's growing, ·
too, into a resourceful young mother, into
a military wife.
.
That means supporting her husband's
career, despite moves and separation.
That means putting a lid on the endless
"what ifs" when he's overseas.
"You deal with it, you roll with the
punches. That's something military life has
taught me," Sheila said.
While he's in Iraq, she's living at the
VFW National Home so she can finish her
high school education, be near family and
friends in Eaton Rapids, find a military support network away from an Army base. On
a typical day, she goes to school, cares for
her daughter, does homework and e-mails
her distant spouse.
She is 100 percent dedicated to making
it work.
"I have a pride for him and what he's
doing," she said of her husband. "I'm very
honored to be his wife.''
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Television system
Game period
Talks
Happyasa_
Joined by treaty
Jai
Sad news item
Devastation
Dog breed
Tidings
Rational
Expelled from
one's country
Baseball's
Slaughter
Loadwith
freight
" Pinafore"
Appointment
Miami's county
Certain party
mem.
At the proper
time
Seat
School subject
Kinsman (abbr.)
Quantity of beef .
Big lie
City in New
Mexico
Word of warning
Vivacity
Tater
Cry of victory
Cry of sorrow
Difficult
Giveoff
Humming sound
Hazard
Plainspoken

67 Bird of prey
69 Big shot (abbr.)
71 Marine plant
72 Cudgel
73 Throw
74 Glide over snow
75 Matisse or
Rousseau
77 Alamos
78 Bar legally
80 Attractively slim
82 Camus or Einstein
84 Roughly
85 Field
87 Following
88 Glittering
headband
89 Sacrl!d poems
90 Flask for water
92 Tolerate
93 and downs
94 Pallid
96 Go wrong
97 Burn with a hot
liquid
99 Curve shape
102 Goddess of victory
104 Low
105 Classified items
106 Hackneyed
107 Kind of surgeon
108 Long lock
110 Outer garment
112 Innate ability
114 Go at a leisurely
pace
115 Bird dog
117 Hit
119 Purple vegetable
120 Cried like a
donkey
121 Love god

Today's
solution
below

123
125
126
129
131
132

Black-and·blue
Scorch
Likely
Miss the mark
Characteristic
Ringlet
133 Quid_ quo
136 Chain of coral
138 Box
140 Roadhouse
141 Shoe or family
142 Amphibious
creature
143 Root vegetable
145 Layer
147 Tom, Dick and
Harry
149 California city,
for short
151 Commerce
152 Best or Ferber
153 Sunday dinner
items
154 More taut
155 Ogled
156 College official
157 Female sheep
158 Equals

98 "I_ stop loving
you..."

100 Auction
IOI Vehicle on
runners
.103 Punta del
105 To pieces
106 Icy rain
107 Sharif or
Khayyam
109 Helot
Ill Priest's vestment
113 Old toxic liqueur
114 Salt lake in Asia
116 Cooked
118 Morally strict
one
120 lacking (with
"or)

DOWN

1 Dressed like a
superhero
2 Solitary
3 Produce flowers
4 Covers
5 Snake·like fish
6 Easy to use
7 Toward shelter
8 Statute
9 Item for an
angler
10 Dishes the dirt

Old fashioned start

11 Arab garment
12 Tie
13 Kind of engine
14 Spotted cat
15 Undisciplined
16 Eager
17 Grinding tooth
19 Deceive
23 Yield by treaty
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TheY've got each other: Shelia Planck will celebrate her first Mother's Day with
daughter Madelyn, 6 months. The two have had plenty of time to bond because
Shelia is raising her alone while her husband is deployed.

that they try to extend to the people who
live here;' Sheila said.
Besides being near family and friends,
Sheila wanted to finish high school so she
can go on to c'ollege. She wants to study
Military
nuclear medicine imaging, in which tiny
amounts of radioactive material is used to
The VFW National Home offers a varihelp diagnose cancer or diseases.
ety of resources to help military families
At the VFW National Home, she has
overcome difficulties.
regular meetings with social worker Cindy
It can offer a safety net for military
wives such as Sheila. It offers veterans who DeBow. Madelyn goes to day care at the
need vocational rehab a place to live while on-site center.
"I'm a support person and a resource
they work on re-training. It helps strugperson," DeBow said. "Every family here
gling single-parent families of VFW and
has a written plan. It can be anything the
Auxiliary members get back on their feet.
It also has a state-licensed foster-care pro- family might want to accomplish while
they're here."
gram.
She said Sheila is doing just fine.
"I like the values that this place has, and

support .

''We were talking about, five years from now, what
it's going to be like. 'IWo or three kids climbing in
bed with us in the middle of the morning, making
pancakes, kicking the soccer ball around!'
- Sheila Planck

"I'm very proud of her and what she has of Kent's voice so Madelyn can listen. She
accomplished,'' she said. "I really appreciyearns for that voice herself: "Skype is the·
ate the person she is and what she's doing." best so I can at least hear him," she said.
She compares the deployment to a
quest.
On the sun porch off of the living
''You keep pushing forward, and pushroom, a Christmas tree stands decorated,
ing forward, and you can almost grab it,"
waiting for Kent's R&R visit home later
she said.
The couple just learned that Kent's next
this month.
Technology helps Madelyn learn to rec- assignment will be in Fort Drum, New
ognize her dad even though he's thousands York. So at the start of 2011, they'll pick up
of miles away. Staying in touch means
stake and move again - together.
.·
using Skype, a video-phone Internet pro"We were talking about, five years from:
gram, as often as possible. It means that
now, what it's going to be like," Sheila said.
Sheila walks around the house with Mad"Two or three kids climbing in bed with
elyn in her arms, stopping in front of pho- us in the middle of the morning, making . ,
tos of Kent, saying "That's Daddy."
pancakes, kicking the soccer ball around. I
really want that all-American dream."
·
Sheila even has cell phone recordings

Staying connected
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MCT News Service

Mother's Day is May 9 this
year, and while it is traditionally a day spent focusing on our
own family, Save the Children
is asking you spend it thinking about how we can improve
the lives of mothers and children all over the world.
Save the Children's released
this week their 11th annual
Mothers' Index, which ranks
the best and worst places to
b~, a mother. The ~others' In-

i.,s

ily because its rate for materna1 mortality 1 in 4,800 is one
of the highest in the developed
world. The U.S. also ranks behind many other wealthy nations in terms of the generosity of maternity leave policies.
"While the situation in the
United States· needs to improve, mothers in the developing world are facing far greater risks to their own health
and that of their children," said
Mary Beth Powers, Save the
Children's Newborn and Child
Survival Campaign Chief.

WORST 10 PLACES TO BE
AMOM:
Afghanistan
Niger
Chad
Guinea-Bissau
Yemen
Democratic Republic of Congo
Mali
Sudan
Eritrea
Equatori1J ,Guinea

,,......

~

!

INCLUDES

SEASONAL
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Fill in the grid so'that every row, every column and every 3x3 grid contains the
digits 1-9, with no repeats. Occasionally, there may be more than one solution:

VSS & Categories
Summer
Crafts
Shown
Bridge lore is full of ditties that
are supposed to make the game
easier for players who do not wish to
work from first principles. The problem is that many of these adages
are wrong more often than they are
right. And even for those that are
right most of the time, there are
deals that highlight exceptions.
Let's look at "eight ever, nine
never." Is it always right, sometimes, never?
First, though, what does it mean?
It refers to a suit where, of
the top four honors, you (declarer}
and dummy are missing only the
queen. Then it means that if you
have a combined eight cards in the
suit, "ever" finesse- always take
a finesse against the queen. If you
have nine cards, "never" finesse
- play for the drop.
Is it right? Mathematically, yes.
Look at the club suit in the diagram. You are in three no-trump,
and West has unsportingly led the
spade king. You have seven top
tricks: one spade, four diamonds •
and two clubs. You could knock
out the heart ace, but surely the

EVA Foam

West
4 K Q

Visors,
Can Hussies,
:1 Shapes, Sheets.
Kits. Stickers
, and lluckets

East

J 10 9

•
•

• 7 4 2
• 5 2

"' Q 10 8

1,0
I

"' 9 7

<,

4 A 4
• K Q J 10
• Q 8 3
A 6 3 2

°"

Pass

3 NT

P~zes & F.=i
IA)

Wooden

Garden
Decor

Premiums

•

l

Opening lead: 4 K

opponents would then cash too
many spade tricks. Instead, you
must try to collect four club tricks.
You cash the ace, then lead low
toward the dummy. Apriori, West
will have Q-x-x 30.0 percent of the
time, and East will have Q-x only
20.0 percent of the time. So the
odds heavily favor finessing on the
second round.
Here, as you can see, everything
is merlot and marigolds.
-PhillipAlder

•
-
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TUbe Paint
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50% Off

\

OUR MRYVlll lO'IV Pl\IC6

Fi:ATIJRJNG
WATERCOLOR.
OIL & ACll.YLJC
PAINTS.
' •• INCLUDES SITS

OUR r;vERYD ..Y LO ... l'RICES

All Artist Canvas
INCLUDING PANELS, WU.S
ANO STRET<;:HER ~
FEATURING

30% Off

OUR MR'fDAY LCNI PF.ICES

All Jersey
Knits
PRINTS SOUDS
&

3.99 ,~0:
OUR

FEATURING
SEARCH PRESS.
WALTER FOSTER
ANDf&W

MASTIR'S TOUC!-1.t MORE'

3".'~l~~ l.OW

Entire Stock of

All 2011
Calendar Kits

Calleo Prints
&Sollds
•

10.88

~S"WIOE

• 100% COTTON

• IN<:UJOES APPAP.EI.

OUR. EVERYDAY v:J'N 12.9'

COTTON PRINTS

Fashion
Fabric
categories Shown
Chiffon

100%POLYETLII CHIFF<lN

0715El.v.1DE

3Q%Qff
OUR

EVERYDAY l.nN

i.-n-aonmo.

All Packaged
Quilt
Batts
~

Needleart
(ategorles Shown

f'!-"1>),
30% Off

INCLUDES CRAFT & QUILT

All Needleart
Hoops, Frames
& Stands
l\ICLUOO

l'A€DMUNDl,MORGJ.N

NO-SLIPS'171NDS.ETC.

'

OUR E"ERlDAY LOW J.rJ.Jl.r>

EAST LANSING
2775 E. Grand River Ave
517-337-9253

8 E l 9 Z: , L 6
:O 1--17 -9-+--S-+-8-+--6-+---£-1--L

,c.

JF':::;'i!

S
l

·-·...._...._.....___....._.....___....._.....
··_,__Ii

BEST 10 PLACES
TO BEA MOM
Norway
Australia
Iceland
Sweden
Denmark
New Zealand
Finland
the Netherlands
Belgium
'kGermany

:

8

Lansing State Journal

at the bottom of the list of 160
countries, which included 43
developed nations and 117 in
the developing world.
·
The index is based on an
analysis of indicators of wornen's and children's health and
well-being, and clearly illustrates that providing mothers with access to education,
economic opportunities and
health care gives mothers and
their children the best chance
to survive and thrive.
The United States places 28,
down from 27 in 2009, prirnar~.

:
fr

8

ROD SANFORD/

dex is highlighted in Save the
Children's State of the World's
Mothers 2010 report, which examines the many ways women working on the front lines
of health care are helping to
save the lives of mothers, newborns and young children, and
makes an urgent call to increase the number of doctors
and midwives in the world's
poorest nations.
According to the index,
mothers in Norway and Australia have it better than the
rest of us, Afghaniswn
,, ranked

...

9

Sign of
service: One of
Kent Planck's
Army berets sits
on the fireplace,
in the home his
wife and
daughter are ,
living in at the ·
VFW National '
Home while he
is deployed. The
home is a
resource for
veterans and
their families.

MERRIE LEININGER

85
86
89
91
92
95
97

.

..

Bead Stringing
Thread.
Wire & Cord

Norway tops list for Mothers' Index, Afghans at bottom
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Approximate number of
people who live on campus at any given time
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Keeping Daddy close: Shelia Planck talks with daughter and shows Madelyn photographs of her father, Kent, who is currently deployed.

Foolish talk
Baffle
Scheduled
Cast a spell on
Greek epic
Costa del _
Upperclassman
(abbr.)
81 Lair
83 Prohibit

Youth & Adult
Short Sleeved
~ T·Shirt Sale

Flip Flops

Craft
,
Feathers
, .
.·

9

8

70
73
74
75
76
79
80

•

Packaged~

7

8

56 Skating
competition (2
wds.)
57 Certain cat
58 Aleavening
60 Stumble
61 Join together
63 Can
66 _ and jetsam
68 Triumphant one

45 Twistand
squeeze
46 Pirates' drink
48 Marsh bird
49 Sharp projection
50 Essays of_
51 The "circular file"
52 Cereal grain part
54 Amuse

.

1

6

44 Canvas bag

..

8

Growing up in Eaton Rapids, Sheila never dreamed of an active dating scene. She
wished, instead, for a solid relationship.
Hers and Kent's actually started by phone.
Kent, now 25, was the older brother of a
friend, someone she's heard about in vague
terms: He's in the Army. He's in Iraq.
Sheila's friend, Lyndsey Finch, went to
Fort Benning, Ga., with family to welcome
her brother home from his first 15-month
deployment in Iraq, checking in dfilly with
her buddy Sheila.
"And he was saying, 'Who is this person
you're calling every day?"' Sheila recalled.
"He got my number out of her phone and
he called me."
They went on like that for months, talking, texting.
"We had a personal relationship, the
kind of relationship people used to have,
where they really got to know each other,"
Sheila said. "It was really old-fashioned."
. When they finally met in person months
later, "We hugged each other right away,
and we were inseparable from then on."
They were married in October 2008 a
month after Sheila's 17th birthday - but
not before Sheila's parents, Debbie and
Rusty Simons, had a heart-to-heart talk
with Kent.
"I was kind of skeptical at first, but Sheila is very mature and she has a pretty good,
sensible head on her shoulders," Debbie
Simons said.
The young' couple moved to Fort Benning. That's where they were living when
Sheila found out she was pregnant. And
when they found out he'd be returning to
Iraq.
Madelyn was born last Oct. 24. ·
Kent left for Iraq on Nov. 30.
Sheila and Madelyn moved back to Eaton Rapids a week later.

28 Dover's state
(abbr.)
31 Cakesand
33 Chart
35 Make lace
38 Long dagger
39 Newly hatched
bird
40 Disgust
42 Cowl

122 Drink
124 Writer_ Fleming
125 Take legal action
126 Bow
127 Earthy fuel
128 Haute
130 Spiked
132 Traverse
133 Sheriff's search
party
134 Marathon man
135 Smells
Have as a goal
137 Noisy fight
(with "to")
139 Traveled on
Thespians
141 Duration
Sunbeam
142 Fork part
Kicks
Formerly, of old 144 Poem
146 Literary
Aseasoning
collection
Do a farmer's job
148
Uncooked
Horse
150 GOPmem.
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WHEN YOU NEED TO KNOW EVERYONE'S BUSINESS.

Back in the saddle, safely
Justice Baxter is co-owner of the Montclair, Calif. bike
shop Wheels of Justice. He and Barry Luck of Cycles
of Change APC in Alameda, Calif., share slime
tips on how to get back on a bike safely
for summer.

·'

www.lsj.com

' 4C • Sunday, May 9, 2010 • Lansing State Journal

Cherishing the Special Moments in Life!

5(

lan~n~ ~fate ~urnal

MCT News Service

ies or newer USB-charged lights that you can plug
into a computer to recharge,

~ddirgs

HOW TO BUY A BIKE

Engagements
Anniversaries
Bi rthda)5

With all the websites and stores out there selling
bikes, it can be confusing to actually purchase one.
SAFETY LIGHTING
Baxter first suggests going to the closest bike shop
Lighting laws for evening and nighttime bicy- where you feel the most comfortable.
cle riding are similar to the laws for cars. You
Second, Baxter suggests you picture yourself doing
must have afront light and a blinking taillight what you want to do on the bike - cruising along
on by 30 minutes after sunset.
a beach or pumping up hills- and how you want
"It's a good idea to
to feel when you are doing it That will help the
have lights on your
salesperson figure out which bike is the right fit.
bike any time you
TIRES AND BRAKES
think people will
Luck says you should inspect your tires and look for
not be able to
tears,
cracks and threads. "Also make sure there's still
see you well."
Baxter cautions. a decent amount of tread on them," he says.
If your tires are fine, Luck says that it's never abad
The most
expensive part of idea to top them off with air every time you ride to
avoid damage to the tires, inner tubes and wheels.
lighting is the
Like tires, brake pads are made of rubber and can
battery drain, he
wear down, Luck says. To see if you need a brake pad
says. He suggests
investing in
replacement, scratch one with your fingernail. If it
rechargeable battercrumbles into your nail, it likely needs to be replaced.

Other specia Ie11:nts

Books

·etebiations

Lansing State Journal

Beck

Dorulie and Caroline Cochran
of Washington are pleased to
announce the engagement of
their daughter, Erin Marie Cochran of Sterling Heights, to
Michael David Bashore of
Sterling Heights. He is the son
of David and Jayne Bashore of
Holt. Erin graduated from Romeo High School in 2002 and
received her bachelor's degree
in marketing from Michigan
State University in 2007. She
is a fleet and commercial forecasting analyst for General
Motors Corporation. Mike
graduated from Holt High
School in 2003 & received his
bachelor's degree in marketing
from Michigan State University in 2008. He is an agency
field specialist for State Farm
Insurance. A November 2010
wedding is planned.

DiMarzio Hopkins

'Freshwater Boys'

"Darryl Pickle thought a lot about
names because of his own. He'd
checked the phone book, which covered everyone along Lake Michigan
from Ludington down to New Era
and as far east as Walke1Ville and
Walhalla, but his family was the
only Pickle. He'd heard there were a
few in Muskegon and a few more
in Grand Rapids, but he'd never
checked the phone books in those cities."

By Adam Schuitema (HarperCollin~ 240 pages, $23.99)

out an instance of mistreating a spouse.
Associated Press
The book is most useful
Countless self-help books in the neat interactive and
have been written about introspective exercises that
marriage. It's the rare work, demonstrate a research findhowever, that has the rigor ing or help readers diagnose
and factual grounding of the state of their· marriage.
"For Better: The Science of Parker-Popeartfullyexpowids
on technical studies with laya Good Marriage."
Written with a sharp eye man-friendly examples_
For instance, researchers
by New York Times health
reporter Tara Parkerhave found that the
Pope, the book exam- fw /o~Uu
difference between a
ines research studies - - · · - - productive fight and
a harmful fight lies
on marriage and distills their findings
in whether it begins
into lessons for couwith a complaint or
criticism: "I really
ples. Some are more
convincing than othneed more help jugers. Researchers h:;ive
gling the kids' schedfound, for example, "For Better: The ules on the weekend.
a parallel between Scienceofa
I'd like some time
housework and sex: Good Marriage" for myself, too," versus, "All you think
The happier wives
by Tara
about ·is yourself.
are about the division Parker-Pope
of chores, the happiWhy would it never
(Dutton, 368
er husbands are with pages, $25.95) occur to you that
I might need some
their sex lives.
help with the kids or
It's more of a leap,
· however, for Parker-Pope to there might be something I
suggest that since scientists want to do today?"
found strong marriages to
Many of the scientifically
have at least a 5-to-l ratio of proven predictors of divorce
good-to-bad interactions, it can act as a red flag for .
behooves the reader to do couples to intervene before
five positive things to cancel things escalate. If you find

\
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Call 888.826.7116 Today!
Most Affordable, All lnclusive
Retirement Community.

0

Freeze Your
rent tor LIFE!*"

Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Zdunic

of Durand, MI, are pleased to
announce the marriage of their
Daughter Kylee Mari Monda
Zdunic to Adam David Geers,
son of David and Patricia
Geers of Mason, MI. Kylee is
employed as a District Sales
Manager with Great Lakes
Hybrids and Adam is the
Manager
of
Michigan
Agricultural
CommoditiesNewaygo. The couple will
reside in Rockford, MI

Jenks
In Memory of Mary Lou Jenks
Happy Birthday Mommie!
May 7, 2010.
You are with us always,
No matter where or what we
are doing.
We love and miss
you so much.
Michelle, Robert, Amber &
Michael, Shawn & Dawn,
Todd & Natali Lou, Tammie,
Mike, Stephanie & Jon, April.

Q
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l!f1oo,ooo-Mile/5-Year Powertrain Limited Warranty*

MLargest Selection of Certified Used Vehicles

l!f1 2-Month/12,QOO.Mile Bumper-lo-Bumper Warranty"'" i!fa-Day/150-Mile Satisfaction Guarantee
l!f111-Point Inspection
iefvehicle History Report

1!!'24-Hour GM Roadside Assistance

MCourtesy Transportation

Farley

Kalush

(Lighthouse, $19.95) is an
excellent, compelling pageturner from Mike Brogan,
the Birmingham author of ·
"Business to Kill For" and
"Dead Air."
It introduces Madison
McKean, a Boston ad executive who gets a disturbing
phone call from her father,
the head of a major Manhattan advertising agency.
Flying to New York, she
discovers that he's apparently committed suicide after
being accused of misappropriating millions of dollars.
Suddenly, Madison is in
charge of a $2.4 billion ad
agency, which is on the
verge of a takeover by a
conglomerate.
She's joined by Kevin, a
creative ad whiz, and they
try to figure out who was
responsible for the accusations and whether they
were warranted.
They follow the convoluted trail to the Caribbean
and go to an advertising
awards banquet in France.
Madison barely escapes attempts on her life, but others are not as fortunate.
Brogan has created a
likable heroine and provides numerous clever plot

Retzloff
90th Birthday! !!
Maxine Retzloff celebrates her
90th birthday Sun., May 9th at
a family picnic. The picnic is a
yearly family tradition, and
greatly anticipated this special
year. Happy birthday Mom,
Grandma, Great-Grandma!!!
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OnStar - 3 months free
6 Cylinder
Anti Lock Brakes
Traction Control
Side Impact Head Curtain Air Bags
Cruise Control
Keyless Entry
Air Conditioning
Power Windows/Locks
CD Player/MP3 capable
Heated Power Outside Mirrors
Steering Wheel Radio Controls
Power Seat w/ Lumbar Adjust
1 Owner/Clean CarFax
Hurry Won't Last!
~
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Kirkey

Sophie Lyon

Dave and Donna along with
their family celebrated their
50th Wedding Anniversary in
Las Vegas, Nevada. Congratulations! We Love you, Your
Family

An Inspiration Everyday to all Around. A Lady of Style and
Elegance who Raised a Wonderful Family with Love, Courage,
Faith and Strength. From the Many People you have Touched
and your Loving Son - Jirn.
God Bless you on your 85th Today!!

yourself telling your howwe-met story cynically, Parker-Pope writes, or frequently rolling your eyes at your
spouse, it's time to take
a step back and identify
any hidden resentments or
frustrations.
Oh, and that statistic
about 50 percent of marriages ending in divorce?
That was the peak in divorce
rates, for the generation of
couples who married in the
1970s, and Parker-Pope argues it "isn't particularly relevant to people who have
gotten married more recently or are planning to marry
in the future." The misleading statistic, she writes,
"leaves us assummg marriage is more fragile than it
really is, and it makes us ambivalent and more vulnerahie to giving up when problems occur in our own relationships."
Annedwithstudiesshowing the health and financial
perks to being married, and
sharing proven ways to
achieve a happy union,
Parker-Pope succeeds in
making a convincing argument for investing in and
improving our marriages.

Mich. authors draw readers
in with compelling characters
uirky, unusual characters abound in a pair
of recent crime novels by Michigan authors.
While one has more of an
international flavor, the other focuses on life in smalltown Northern Michigan.

Frederick & Hildegard Farley
Happy 85th Birthday!!!
were married on May 14, 1955 Andy Kalush celebrates his
and will be celebrating their 85th on Sunday May 9th. If
55th wedding anniversary. The you are a friend of Andy's,
Farley's have 3 children, 4 please feel free to join us for a
grandchildren, and 4 great- open house at the Lansing's
grandchildren and reside in VFW #70 I Post on Sunday the
Lansing. Happy Anniversary!
9th 2-5pm. Your loving family

ring characters in the book, The boys
and men wander forests - sometimes
11 From Amazon.com: "Freshwater Boys"
finding tranquility, sometimes finding
is a collection of 11 short stories set in
tragedy.
Often, they encounter the Big
and around the Great Lakes. The openLake: Lake Michigan.
ing narratives feature adolescent or preadolescent boys struggling with their
ABOUT ADAM SCHUITEMA
conceptions of manhood. They are sizing »Adam Schuitema is an assistant profesthemselves up against masculine ideals,
sor of English in Grand Rapids' Kendall
and filled with doubt and confusion
College of Art and Design. He lives in
regarding their own paths. The landGrand Rapids.
scapes and lakescapes serve as recur-

MEETTHEAUTHOR
11 Adam Schuitema will discuss "freshwater Boys" and hold a book signing at
7 p.m. May 13 at Schuler Books &
Music, 1982 W. Grand River Ave.,
in Okemos. Info: 349-8840 or
www.schulerbooks.com.

WEBSITE
11http://adamschuitema.wordpress.com

AARON BARNHART

MCT News Service
Jim Lehrer loves the bus.
He drove a ContinentalTrai!Wa.ys route for a time,
after he graduated from high
school but before he made
his way to the University of
Missouri journalism school.
His parents ran Kansas Central Llnes from 1946 to 1947,
a heart-wrenching experience he. recounted in his
1992 memoir, ''A Bus of My
Own." He collects bus memorabilia and even owns one
of the old postwar cruisers.
"Super," Lehrer's 20th
novel, is not about the bus.
It's about the furthest thing
from being about the bus:
"Super" is a murder mys-·
tery set aboard the Super
Chief, a luxury all-sleepercar train that the Santa Fe
Railroad operated between
Chicago and Los Angeles

from 1936 to 1971. It would train, though occasionally
barrel through Kansas in Harry Truman does.
the middle of the night, ofIn fact, one of the sheer
ten carting Hollywood ce- delights of "Super' is seeing
lebrities - hence its title, the man from Independence
"The Train of the Stars." It aboard a speeding train, holdwas the kind of train
ing court in the midthat would make the
dle of the night, being
man in "Folsom Pristhe first to hear a fateon Blues" cry.
ful gunshot coming
When the airlines
from somewhere else
took off, trains began
on the Super Chie£
to fade in the nationLehrer makes the
al imagination. And
33rd president a ma-·,
that's when "Super" "Super"
jor player in "Super," ·
takes place, in 1956. by Jim Lehrer
which combines the
Oh, sure, Clark Garolling suspense of
(Random
ble still was taking
"Murder on the OriHouse, 224
ent Express" with the
the Super Chief - pages, $25)
and every woman
high jinks of his lighton board, married or
er novels. Lehrer has
not, knew what that meant. also placed on board a failed
But the stars are flying East- movie producer, a fading
ern or Pan Am, making the movie icon, a Santa Fe PR
cross-country trip in hours nebbish who fancies himinstead of days. The cabins self a Pinkerton and a poraren't filled to capacity any ter who knows how to keep
more. Ike doesn't take the secrets.

517.a86.:1456

"Madison's Avenue"

~PreOwned
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LANSING MALL CINEMA

~mzftt yea - ~ ef#tiHdft't, yowr,,ja.mdy
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,'1~1'1 Certified

Chelsea Handler
4. "Oprah," Kitty Kelley
5. "Women Food and God," G. Roth

EXCERPT

RAsHA MADKOUR

Happy
Mother's Day,
Grammie Showers !

Zdunic - Geers
Robert and Mary Ellen (Pung)
Thelen, of Westphalia, will
celebrate their 50th Wedding
Anniversary.
They
were
married on May 14, 1960.
They have 6 children, Cheryl
(Kyle)
Miller,
Dan
(Bev)Thelen
Julie (Allen)
Spitzley, Mike (Amy) Thelen,
Craig(Michelle) Thelen and
Laura (Garrick) Pohl. They
have 19 grandchildren.

1, "Wild Fire," Christine Feehan
2. "The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo,"
Stieg Larsson
3. "SweetTea at Sunrise." S. Woods
4. "Summer on Blossom St.," D. Macomber
5. "The Last Song," Nicholas Sparks

Meet the Author

P•wJt:.'ror•

AT INDEPENDENCE VILLAGE
OF GRAND LEDGE!

and M.Paetro
2. "Lover Mine," J.R. Ward
3. "Deliver Us from Evil," D. Baldacci
4. "The Help," Kathryn Stockett
5. "Hannah's List," D. Macomber

MASS MARKET

Scientific look at marriage Murder-mystery offers
offers tips for happy union thrills aboard the train

Jessica DiMarzio and Paul
Hopkins are engaged to be
married. The bride-to-be is the
daughter of Cindy DiMarzio
of Warren, & Mark DiMarzio
of Clinton Township. Her
fiance is the son of Kathy
Hopkins of Charlotte, and
Stephen Hopkins of Mason. A
July 2011 wedding is planned.

I love being with you and no
one can make me smile like
you can. Love, Everleigh

,

HARDCOVER NONFICTION
1. "The Big Short," Michael Lewis
2. "This Time Together," Carol Burnett
3. "Chelsea Chelsea Bang Bang,"

www.lsj.com

SUNDAY I MAY 9, 2010

Cochran~Bashore

Source: Publishrs Weekly

HARDCOVER FICTION
1. "The 9th Judgment," J.Patterson

. Call for information 517-377-1111 or visit www.lsj.com

James and Barbara (Rettie)
Beck celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary on May 7.
They were married at Boston's
historic Park Street Church on
that day in 1960. They will
spend a weekend in Holland,
MI and have a family dinner in
late June. They have two children, a daughter Sharon and a
son Douglas. Sharon and her
family live in Thousand Oaks,
CA and Doug with his in Colorado Springs, CO. They have
been blessed with four wonderful grandchildren who have
brought them much joy. They
are Michelle and Peter Beck
and Dana and Lucia Foley. We
thank God for His presence
and guidance over these many
years.

f·

BEST-SELLERS

twists. His enjoyable novel
is filled with intriguing
characters, including assorted oddball advertising
executives and a quickthinking, experienced, frustrated hitman. This pulsepounding tale is ideal for
movie adaptation.

"Dead Sleeping
Shaman" by Elizabeth.Kane
Buzzelli (Midnight Ink,
$14.95) is the third in her paperback series starring newspaper reporter and frustrated
author Emily Kincaid.
Set in the area of Leetsville, a small town in Northern Michigan, Buzzelli's tale
opens with Emily discovering the body of a dead
woman under a pine tree
near a long-forgotten !um-

bercamp.
Getting help from friend
Deputy Dolly Wakowski,
they return to the scene
with other authorities. The
victim had ties to the area;
she was an eccentric psychic and the leader of a shamanic healing group.
But Emily and Dolly have
more problems: an end-ofthe-world revivalist group is
camping out and causing
considerable challenges. Additional stress occurs when
Dolly joins the cult and further investigation unearths
deadly hidden secrets.
Buzzelli is in fine form,
creating an intriguing cozy
mystery overflowing with
bizarre characters and
strange happenings. It's
best to read the earlier two
books in the series first to
fully appreciate Emily's lifestyle and growth:

-fW ..M<;O

THURS. 5/13 7:30 PM ' "

0 IRON MAii 2 (PG-13)
10:30, 1:10, 3:50, 6:30, 9:10
Fjll/SAT LS 11:50
@) 11 :DO, 1 :40, 4:2d, 7:00, 9:40

* IRON MAN 2 PG13

Frl~Thur:

10:05, 10:40, 11:16, 12:06,
12:4!5, 1:20, 1:55, 2:49, 3:25, 4:00,
4:35, 6:25, 6:06, 8:40, 7:16, 8:06,
8:45, 9:20, 9:55

*BABIES PG
Frl-Tbur: 10:55, 12:551 2:551 5:10,
7:10,9:05
CONTINUING
*A NIGHTMARE ON ELM STREET R
FURRY VEGEANCE PG
THE BACK.UP PLAN PG-13
TllE LOSERS PG-13

0 ANIGHTMARE ON ELM STREET

(R) 12000, 2:15, 4:55, 7:15, 9'50
FRI/SAT LS 12:00
0 FURRY VENGEANCE (PG)

*

11:40, 1:50, 4:10, 6:40, 8:50
FRI/SAT LS 11 :00
THE LOSERS (PG-13)
FRI-WED 12010, 2:30, 4:45, 7:10,
9:25

OCEANSG

FRI/SAT LS 11 :40

TH 12:10, 2:30, 4:45
DATE NIGHT (PG-13)
1 :DO, 3:20, 5:25, 7:25, 9:30
FRl/SATLS 11030
FREQUENT MOVIEGOERS
Sign up at www.gqtl.r::om for the

Eam 'oi~l:lus~~\:~~i:~~~rb~:~~n ,rice.

It's open 24 hours.

*

I DEATll AT ARJNERAL R
KICKASSR
DATE NIGHT PG· 13
0 3D CIASH Of THE MANS: REALD30 PG-13
THE lAST SONG PG

*@ 31l IKIW Tll TRAIN YOUR

DRAGON: REAID 3ll P6
2D HOW TO TRAIN YOUR DRAGON PG
HOT TUB TIME MACHINE R
I THE BOUNTY HUNTEll PG 13
0 3D AlJCE IN WONDERUHD: REALD 3D PG
CHECK OUT OUfl SPECIALS OftUN£ AT

*

www.NCGmovies.com

* Due lo MOYie Company plll1cuis
• @ No

Ill) passes 3re aca:pled

$5 rate available... # llo S5 Tuesdar ~nmg

rate • 0 Fn - Sal Lale ShoWs • Rea!D JO Aclditi1X111!S2 •

Slldenl: D1SC11unt With ID • )D req111flid fcif "8'".1.ated films
•Localeda!US127&Lakelal!SI Rd.

Ray Walsh, owner ofEast
Lansing's Curious Book
Shop, has reviewed crime
novels and Michigan books
regularly since 1987.
IRON MAN 2 PGl3

hl<rt-11u-10:35, 11:10, 11:45, 12:20, 1:30, To<IJy- liJe- 11:40,2:00, 4:25, 6:50, 8:05, 8:55
2:05,2:40, 3:15, 4:25, 5:00, 5:35, 6:10, 710, 7:55,
w..J, lhir- 11:40,2:00, 4:25, 6:50, 8:55
8:30, 9:05, 10: 15
CLASH OF THE MANS 3D PGl3
A NIGHTMARE ON ElM ST R
Su~ liJe- lhir-11:50, 12:55, 2:10,

3:25, 4:35,

D~ 30

Pricing Applias
hl<rt-lhir-11:00, 1:30,4:10, 6:45, 9:25

5:45, 7:25, 8:20, 9:55
ll<n-12:55, 2:10, 3:25, 4:35,5:45,
7:25, 8:20, ~55

"CLASHOF1HEMANS2D PGl3

FURRYVINGEANCI! PG

"THE IA5T SONG PG

To11Jy-lhir-8:05pm

IRONMAN2

in IMAX 2D PG13
Su~ Mon-10-.20, 12:55, 3:50, 6:45, 9:4D

Tue- Thur- 12:5l, 3:50, 6:45, 9:4D

lllPCCMiNG SPICIAL IVINTS ·
Sl!CIA! !V!IT ll/C/iG All!l!S
May 13 ... OCI 2010: The Countdown
May 18 - Sons of the Fallen
May 19-METENCORE< Armida
May 20 - Times Tolks Live: LOST

hl<rt-l!lJl-11:15, 1:40,4:05, 6:30, 8:4~

blrt-l!ll!-12:25,3:20, 5:55,8:35

"THE BACK-UP PLAN PGl3

ToOOy-lhJr-12:05, 2:25, 4:45, 7:10, 9:35

HOW TO TRAIN YOUR DRAGON
3DPG

"THE LOSERS PG 13

TIJ<kri-11"'- 11:00, 1:15, 3:45, &05, 8:20

$3.50 All DAY

All SEATS $5.50

~illll3Dl'lido,i~

•ocEANSPG

'HOW TO TRAIN YOUR DRAGON
2DPG

blay-lhir-12:30, 2:45, 5:00, 7:15, 9:30

lo<i!/- llu-12:00, 2:30, 4:50

"KICK-ASS R

'DIARY OF A WIMPY KID PG

blay-llu-11:50,2:40,5:20,8:15

lo<i!/- llu-12:35, 3:05, 5:35

(JIOOl;lllf,l.lllll!ll(ll(IHIOlll)llllOliW~llllOIMITIOlllllDSlllWlllllS
"~illl<U5U".l.fO.i~~ ..

www.GQTl.com

Logan's Roadhouse

DCI 2010: THE COUNTDOWN
•

Sl'f(Ul-ln$llOPJ.S'Jl$OIDISOOl.WTOllUl'llllSl.CCEPIED
ll

EATERS

0 No passes
SHOWTIMES sn -5J13

DiiiES
~

Saginaw Hwy. behind

®Stadium Seating

hl<rt-11u-12:40,3:00, 5:25, 7:50

.A MUS'f;;!!JJ"I

G"ndrich

She understands
the strength of
our community.
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TUESDAY DISCOUNT MOVIES
• = DiscoU11ed Movies

F-Su llkln- lpm, M- lh llkln-6pTI
ExOO!es IMAX, /JijlaJ 3D, Sji«ii fven/s & lla/idayJ

SIUDENI DISCOUNT WITH ID
· No diW1e111nler 6ofter 6tJn iJ Rroietl fiins
Al si-1\emed ~ OLP Dilid r...x.
exrepl mnoled (#)
(]=Fti&Satlateshows

CLOSE TO HOME: Boyne City

Travel

For more travel information, check out
www.greatlakesescapes.com

»Mushroom mania takes over Boyne City for the 50th National Morel Mushroom Festival, taking place Thursday through next Sunday. Events include a
Morel Challenge, which awards winners with first-, second-and third-place
prizes, a guided mushroom tour and a mushroom hunt competition.
Admission to Boyne City Historical Muse1.1m will be free at this time.
»More information: www.morelfest.com

Journal
_,,._________ Lansing State
www.lsj.com

Michigan aims to
drive tourism on
a smaller budget
MICHAEL PATRICK SHIELS
For the Lansing State Journal

KAREN SAMELSON/MCT News Service

Great outdoors: Red and tan rocks create a contrast at Red Rock Canyon National Conservation Area west of Las Vegas.

Nature offers plenty of action away from Strip
KAREN SAMELSON

IFYOU GO

MCT News Service

ot much of a gambler?
Finding
outdoorsy
things to do within a
short drive of Las Vegas is a
safe bet.
Going for a hike can mean
more than strolling down
the Strip, taking in the extravagantly colorful sights
engineered by humankind
over the last half-century.
Some parks are close
enough that you can be back
on the Strip in time to catch a
Cirque du Soleil show, though
ifthe nightlife keeps you from
rising early, it may be wise to
book a 10 p.m. showing.
Spring is an especially
good time to explore the
area, before the heat makes
hiking tiring or even dangerous. If you're lucky enough
to hit the desert when it's
in bloom, consider putting
some money down on the
roulette wheel afterward.
To savor a few hours of
peace and quiet away from
the constant casino cacophony; here are a few options.

N

Red Rock Canyon
Red Rock Canyon National
Conservation Area, 17 miles
west of the Strip on Highway
159, can be toured in half a
day if time is limited.
· The park features a 13-mile
one-way loop road through
the conservation area's more
spectacular parts. Allow plenty of time to stop and absorb
the red and white hills ringing the central desert area.
. The red comes from iron
in the sandstone created
· from giant dunes that covered the western United
States 180 million years ago.
You could just· do the
drive, but with 25 miles of
hiking trails, surely one of
the scenic stops will entice
you to take a walk.
A popular 2.5-mile roundtrip hike up to Calico Tanks
passes an American Indian
agave roasting pit and then
follows a creek bed to a tinaja. This natural water tank,
a mini-lake in the spring,
helped draw early peoples
to the area.
Hikers unfazed by heights
· can go just five minutes past
the tinaja and get a great view
ofthearidLasVegasvalley,including the Stratosphere and
other Strip landmarks.
It was only about 60
degrees that day in early
March, but Red Rock Can-

Barrel cactus: Abarrel cactus at Valley of Fire State Park has just
a small flower bud, but its spines still provide plenty of color.
yon's summer temperatures
can top 105 degrees, so planning is important. Spring
and summer are the best
times for flowers.
Even in spring, take several quarts of water. Only
the visitor center has drinkable water.

Valley of Fire
Valley of Fire State Park
is 55 miles northeast of Vegas off 1-15 on Highway 169.
The formations' redness is
stunning, even on a rainy day
when we couldn't see the
rocks "on fire" at sunset. The
rocks are even redder than at
Red Rock Canyon, and fault
activity and millennia of erosion have sculpted the soft
sandstone into intriguing formations with names such as
Elephant Rock, the Beehives
and Seven Sisters.
Valley of Fire has a variety of overlooks and trails,
most of them short.
Atlati Rock, a popular site
up a metal staircase · from
a parking lot, is known for
its petroglyphs. It includes a
picture of an atlatl, a notched
stick used to throw primitive
spears. Because of its easy
access, the rock art is protected behind a clear shield.
Finding prehistoric petroglyphs on our own was much
more fun. Look for the petroglyphs on rock faces darkened by desert varnish, a
mineral patina.
Spring and fall are the
best seasons to visit, as
daily summer temperatures
usually exceed 100 degrees.
Spring is a good time to
see flowers such as desert
marigold and desert mallow
along the roads.

Hoover Dam
Hoover Dam and Lak~
Mead National Recreation
Area are 35 miles southeast
of Vegas on Highway 93.
Hoover Dam can be connected to Valley of Fire
via the 63-mile Northshore
Road that offers ever-changing scenery, including views
of Lake Mead, colorful rock
formations and desolate desert. We spied a wild horse,
but the bighorn sheep were
hiding in the hills.
·
Visitors with plenty of time
can go hiking, biking or boating at Lake Mead, but a visit
to Valley of Fire and Hoover
Dam easily fills a day.
The dam doesn't count as
nature, of course, but you
don't have to be a technogeek to be awed by the size,
complexity and durability of
the project.
Built for flood control, water delivery and hydroelectric power, the dam has had
a profound effect on growth
in the Southwest. The influx
of laborers making about 65
cents an hour also gave the
Vegas area a growth spurt.

Death Valley
Death Valley National Park
in California is a bigger trip,
120to172 miles depending on
whether you take the shortest or the most scenic route.
If you think the desert
is dry and boring, the stark
beauty of the landscape may
come as a surprise.
Once in the park we took
a 13-mile side road to Dante's
View and hiked half a mile
to the summit (5,590 feet)
for a spectacular vista. But
it was neither hellish nor an

» Red Rock Canyon National
Conservation Area, just west of
Las Vegas. Loop road hours vary
depending on season. Admission:
$7 per vehicle. www.nv.blm.gov/
redrockcanyon.
»Valley of Fire State Park,
near Overton off 1-15. No concessions. Admission: $6 per vehicle.
http://parks.nv.gov/vf.htm
»Hoover Dam, east of Boulder
City on Highway 93 on the Arizona
border. Visitors center, 9 a.m. to
6 p.m., admission $8. Dam and
power plant tours cost extra.
www.Usbr.gov/ldhooverdam
» Lake Mead National Recre·
ation Area, extends for about
100 miles north of Hoover Dam.
Boat rentals and cruises available.
Admission: $5 per vehicle for five
days. www.nps.gov/lake
»Death Valley National Park.
just over the border in California.
Food, gas and lodging available
at three sites, including Furnace
Creek near visitor center. Admission: $25 per vehicle for seven
days. www.nps.gov/deva

More than 575 of Michigan's travel and tourism leaders gathered for the Michigan Lodging and Tourism
Association's annual "Driving Tourism'' conference
held last week at Grand I;Iotel on Mackinac Island.
"As hosts of the tourism
conference, it's an exciting
time to open our doors to a
new season," said Ken Hayward, Grand Hotel's vicepresident of sales and marketing and chairperson of
the Michigan Travel Commission, which also met at
the event.
"To have a group of our
peers as our first guests
of the season is exciting
and challenging at the same
time. We want everything
to go perfectly," he said of
the start of the Grand Hotel's 124th summer.
Grand Hotel was sold out
during the conference, and
"making everything go perfectly'' was a major theme
running through the seminars according to Steve Yencich, president and CEO of
the Michigan Lodging and
Tourism Association.

$15 million budget

Seminars included topics such as public relations,
website redesign, culinary
tourism, green lodging initiatives, social media, innkeeper liability; an owner's
investment forum, and appearances by Gov. Jennifer
Granholm and U.S. Congressman Pete Hoekstra,
who is a Republican gubernatorial candidate.
"The focus of the Travel
Commission meeting was to
go over the marketing strategy of Travel Michigan, the
budget they have to spend,
and how they're going to
spend it,'' Hayward said.
"Moving forward our focus is securing permanent
tourism promotion funding
of $30 million a year. Educating new legislators as to
the importance of the tourism industry to the state's
economy will be our focus:•
After last year's recordinferno that day.
high $30 million in adverIt's mind-boggling to retising spending to promote
alize you're looking down
tourism options, Michigan
almost 6,000 feet to Death
has to get by this year on
Valley's salt flats and Bad$15 million allocated by the
water Basin, at 282 feet belegislature.
low sea level the lowest
"The story of Michigan
point in the U.S. To the
was ·being left untold bewest across the valley lies
cause the state was not willthe snow-topped Panamint
ing to invest sufficient monRange, punctuated by the
ies to promote this state
11,049-foot Telescope Peak.
and its third largest industry," Yencich said.
Looking down at the salt
flats, we had trouble telling
"Now, with this $15 milwhat was salt and what was
lion this year, the national
water because there are sea'Pure Michigan' campaign
sonal lakes that vary in depth . ads will air for the month of
·May. The beauty of the nafrom year to year.

"Sixty-five percent
of total tourism
outcomes come
from Michigan
residents, so we
don't want to lose
contact there."
Steve Yel')cich
president and CEO of Michigan
Lodging and Tourism Association
and DeWitt resident

tional commercials is that
we can then maintain contact with the Michigan resident base as we also reach
out to 49 other states with
substantially stronger economies than Michigan. Sixtyfive percent of total tourism
outcomes come from Michigan residents, so· we don't
want to lose contact there:•

National campaign
In addition to the nationalcable television commercials, long-standing regional markets such as Chicago, Indianapolis and Cleveland will get saturated with
"Pure Michigan" billboards,
radio ads and bus wraps.
Michigan.org, for the
past three years, has been
the most popular state tourism website.
Travel industry attendees learned that collaboration can sometimes make
for surprising partnerships,
according to Yencich.
"It's not always about
connections between tourism businesses in the same
area," he said.
"Sometimes it's connecting a metropolitan convention and visitors bureau with
a resort destination. For instance, a trip to the Henry
Ford or Tiger game in Detroit or Common Ground
Festival in Lansing might be
part of a family vacation in
northern Michigan."
There is no denying that
the feeling evoked by the
sweeping views seen while
standing on Grand Hotel's
porch - the world's largest - is one of both wonder
and pride. With two Great
Lakes, Huron and Michigan,
in sight, divided only by the
delicate Mackinac Bridge,
it is as if you are standing
at the rail aboard a majestic
ship called Michigan.
With $15 million of coal
in the state's tourism engine,
the tourism leaders who attended the "Driving .Tourism" conference are rowing
in unison and hoping for
smooth sailing this summer.
Contact Michael Patrick
Shiels at MPSbigshow
@aol.com

Soaring Eagle Casino
·weekday Stops
Monday, Wednesday and Friday
· during '!he day.Thursday and
Friday Nights. $20.00 include$
. $20 on 'the Player's C8J'd and
·· : · .· •· ·$5.00 for food. ~. :1

.Little River Casino·

• •Tuesdays
. $20 for transportation ·,1 .
and receive $18 River Credits
••+ from the Casino.

•CHARTERS• TOURS •SHUTTLES •
WWW.DEANTRAILWAVS COM

MONEY-SAVING TIPS
» Keep checking the Web:
Cirque du Soleil shows such as
"O" are often discounted 25
percent in the weeks before the
, show, and you can get that discount refunded if you ask.
»Food: Alate breakfast buffet
for $14.95 carried us until dinner, through an afternoon at
Red Rock Canyon/with nary
'"'

a thought of trail mix. Buying
sandwich fixings at the grocery
store also saved money, and the
El Rancho room had a fridge.
»Packing light: Hiking boots are
useful. but tennis shoes would
do - and it turns out lots of
tourists wear sneakers as they
walk the Strip.
Jr

MoroRCOACH TouRs
FIREKEEPERS CASINO - ($20 credits & $5 other) May 26 or June 30 ........... $28.00
HISTORIC SAUDER VILLAGE - May 26 ........................................................... $77.00
PETOSKEY & CHARLEVOIX· June 10 ·11 ..................................$309.00 Call Soon!
DETROIT TIGERS - vs. Pittsburgh Pirates· June 13 .....................$74.00 Call Soon!
COLUMBUS, OH QUILT SHOW - June 18 -19 .............................$185.00 Call Soon!
MINNESOTA BLUFF COUNTRY - June 2t - 25 ............................................. $735.00
SHIPSHEWANA - Including a meal in an Amish home - June 29 .................... $70.00
CORNWELL'S - "Church Basement Ladies 2" & Herb Farm - June 30 ............ $80.00
BIG CHARITY ISLAND - & Much More - July 7 - 8 ........................................ $343.00
LAKE SUPERIOR CIRCLE TOUR - July 12 - 20 ...........................................$1439.00 s

Vist our website,at www.hartzlerstours.com
NrNe priE oo multiple rn.y toors a:(" 1ouble ~ncy p::r pa;;m1 l.at for abrcx:furel 1-800-238-4333
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Study: TV time as toddler
linked to later behavior .
U.S. kids younger
than 2 average
90 minutes a day
MELISSA HEALY

MCT News Service

Children who at 2Yz logged
a lot of time in front of the
TV appear to suffer ill effects
from the experience seven
years later, when they're on
the threshold of'tween-dom,
a new study finds.
A large-scale, long-running Canadian study of children found that for every extra hour of TV time a toddler watches weekly, she is
likely in fourth grade to have
lower levels of classroom engagement and poorer performance in math, is more likely
to be the victim of bullying,

to be sedentary and to have "effortful control'' skills
a higher body-mass index. they'll need to learn and
On average, the. 1,314 chil- prosperinacademicsettings.
dren enrolled in the study So researchers at the Instiwatched 8.82 hours per week tut de la Statistique du Qieof television at 29 months. bee surmised that TV-viewThey watched an average of ing rates at that age might
14.85 hours a week by the have far-reaching effects on
time they were 41/2 years old performance in classrooms
- and higher levels of view- once the material became
ing at this age increased their more challenging.
risks as well.
"Our results suggest that
"Early childhood televi- · early television exposure
sion exposure undermines could eventually foster risk "'
attention," the group says of toward a more passive rather
its findings. While other stud- than active disposition when
ies have suggested as much, attending to learning situafew have followed children tions," the authors write.
well beyond their early viewThe American Academy of
ing years to gauge the Ion- Pediatrics urges parents not
ger-term effect on kids' abil- to sit their children in front
ity to sit and listen to class- of the Tv, but it's a recomroom instructions and stick mendation widely disregardwith a learning task through ed in the U.S., where children
completion. At 2Yz, toddler's younger than 2 routinely log
brains are laying down the anaverageofclosetoanhour
foundation for many of the and a half of TV a day.

momslikeScom
where Lansing moms meet

What do you think'?
Heaq to www.lansing.momslikeme.com and share your
thoughts. Search for the thread titled ·More TV for
toddlers equals school trouble later."
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2007 SATURN ION

"Summer was my least favorite season, but thanks to my
·
trainer, I say bring on the summer fun!"
Better Together:
Training + Nutrition

• Air Conditioning
• OnStar - 3 Months Free
• Power Locks
·AM/FM/CD
• Rear Defrost
• Only 29,000 Miles
· 1 Owner/Clean CarFax
• Extra Clean
• Hurry Won't Last!

FORGET THE FAD DIETS. FORGET THE GIMMICKS.

Fitness Together combines one-on-one training
and our nutrition program, Nutrition Together,
to help you reach your health and fitness goals.

Fitness Together Okemos - 517 .34 7 .9020
4901 Okemos Rd Okemos, Ml 48864

Travel to som~place exotic
·for dinner: down the street.

New dishes inspired 1y the flavors of the Pacific Rim.
E.njoy a pan-fried Crispy Crab Cake with Asian slaw, then choose from our savory
Korean BBQ Arctic Char, sweet and spicy Citrus-Chile Glazed Shrimp and
Scallops Skewers, and more. Hurry in and take a break from the ordinary.
--EBT.~tpt--

MITCHELL'S

FISHMARKETSM
SEAFOOD RESTAURANT 11> BAR

