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E. Rapids man charged 
after GM plant incident 
· LANSING TWP. -A 
'46-year-old Eaton Rapids man 
was arraigned Friday, a day af
ter he threatened police with a 
knife, officials said. 

Dewaynie McKenzie, an 
employee of 
GM Lansing 
Car Assembly 
Plant, was 
charged with 
three counts of 
felonious as
sault, Lansing 
Township Po- McKenzie 
lice Chief Kay 
Hoffman said. McKenzie was 
drunk at about 2 p.m. Thurs
day and refused to leave the 
plant at 2801 W. Saginaw 
Road, police said. When of
ficers arrived, he pulled out 
a knife and threatened them, 
they said. 

McKenzie, who is free on 
$10,000 bond, declined to com
ment Friday. !.sj I 2--b ~o3 



PUBLIC 
SAFETY 
Eaton Rapids man 
arrested at GM plant 

LANSING TWP. -A 
46-year-old Eaton Rapids man 
is expected to be arraigned to
day after he threatened offi
cers with a knife Thursday af
ternoon, police said. 

Police said the man, an em
ployee of GM Lansing Car As
sembly Plant, was drunk about 
2 p.m. and refused to leave the 

,
11 

plant at 2801 W. Saginaw Road. 
o When police arrived he 

pulled out a knife and threat-
1!' ened to harm the officers, Lan
~ sing Township police said. 

Police eventually gained 
..., control of the man and arrest
'.() ed him. It was not clear what 
. J the exact charges would be. 



Man to serve life for fatal beating 
Judge chastises 
Martin Rose for 

, r:iot taking blame 
BY JAMES MCCURTIS JR. 

Lansing State Journal 

Holding a box containing 
Valerie Mills' ashes, Robin 
Gonzales stood a few feet 
away from the man who fa-

tally beat her sister and ad
dressed the court. 

"This is what he reduced 
her to," a teary Gonzales 
said a~ she pointed to the 
maroon box. "He chose to 
murder her instead of just 
robbing her. 

"I have to look at her 
house every day and re
member the day she was 
murdered." 

Circuit Judge Beverly· Net
tles-Nickerson on Wednes-

day sentenced Martin Rose to 
life in prison without the pos
sibility of pa
role for kill
ing Mills. 

Rose, 32, 
was convict
ed of beating 
Mills, 50, with 
a hammer 
and stool in Rose 
her West 
Gier Street home Feb. 20. 

In October, a jury found 

him guilty of first-degree 
felony murder, a crime that 
carries a sentence of man
datory life in prison without 
parole. 

Michael Ferency, prose
cutor for the case, said Rose 
stole a pillbox and marijua- · 
na from Mills' north Lansing 
home before killing her. 

Minutes before the sen
tencing, Rose - shackled at 
the feet and wearing a blue 
coat and pants with orange 

Sentencing 
t Martin Rose, 32, was sentenced 

to life without parole on 
Wednesday for fatally beating 
Valerie Mills, 50. Rose has 42 
days to appeal. 

stripes - said that he was 
innocent. 

"I feel this family's grief," 
he said. "I can only imagine 
if something like that hap
pened to me or my family 

how devastating it would be. 
I didn't do this. I want to 
maintain my innocence." 

Rose stood motionless 
in front of Nettles-Nicker
son before she delivered his 
sentence. 

"You are a. liar;• Nettles
Nickerson said. "You are 
guilty, and it's a privilege to 
give you life in prison with-
out parole." · 

Rose's attorney, Kerry 
Cole, said his client has 

42 days to file an appeal or 
request an attorney to file an 
appeal. He said Rose did not 
tell him if he would appeal. 

Members of Rose's family 
would not comment. 

Jeff Mills, Valerie Mills' 
husband,. said he's relieved 
justice is served. "They clear
ly saw through the lies and 
that was beautiful," he said. 

Contact James Mccurtis 
Jr .. at 377-1046 or jmccurtis@ 
lsj.com. LS j I 2. -lf -o 3 



Eaton Rapids' considers 
.$33 million bond 'plan 

EATON RAPIDS - The Ea
ton Rapids Board of Education 
will decide Dec. 10 whether to 
put a $33 million bond propos
al on a spring ballot. 

At its Tuesday meeting, 
the board heard recomnien
dations from a district-level 
steering committee. They in
clude bringing the buildings 
up to state and local health • 
codes, phasing out King Street 
School and building a facility' 
at another site, board Pres
ident Gary Wic;hman said. 
King Street School houses a . 
preschool, alternative school, 
adult educa~ion, community 
education and Head Start. 

The 3,200-student district 
·may ask voters to approve refi
nancing a 1995 bond issue to 
raise money for those projects 
without raisin!!' taxes. '- S ) _ 



Eaton Rapids: Board to ask voters 
for $33 million to improve schools 
CONTINUED FROM lB 

King Street School houses the 
district's pre-kindergarten class
es and alternative and communi
ty education programs .. 

Administrators want the King 
Street and transportation servic
es to be closer to the district's 
main complex along Greyhound 
Drive. They're now about two 
miles away. · 

Superintendent David Gray 
said the.district would eventually 

"These are the things that 
will make this a better 

place .to go to school ... if 
we can pull it oil" 

Alan Miller 
Eaton Rapids business manager 

sell both older buildings. 
Bond money also would be 

used for a new high school roof 
and technology improvements 

and electrical service upgrades 
throughout the school system. 

The special election is expect
ed to cost less than $5,000, Miller 
said. 

John Gohlke, whose son Ian is 
a senior at Eaton Rapids High 
School, said he approves of the 
board's decision. · 

"Education should be a prima
ry thing and (so should) the facil
ities that go with it," he said. 

Contact Susan Vela at 702-4248 
. or svela@lsj.com. Ls..} ll.fl i I 0 '3 



E. Rapids 
sets vote 
onS33M 
bond issue 
Voters to decide March 27 
on plan for school facilities 

BY SUSAN VELA 

Lansing State Journal 

EATON RAPIDS - School board 
members on Wednesday voted to hold a 
special election March 27 on a $33 mil
lion bond proposal. 

If approved, the money would be used 
to buy land and build two facilities to 
house services now provided at King 
Street School, which was built in the 
1930s, and the district's bus garage, which 
was built in the 1940s. 

The board passed the measure unani
mously and without discussion. 

"These are the things that will make 
this a better place to go to school ... if we 
can pull it off," said Alan Miller, the dis-
trict's business manager. . . 

The. proposal would extend property 
owners' obligation on a 1995 bond issue 
that paid for the intermediate school and 
new classrooms at the high school and 
elementary schools. 

The owner of a home valued at 
$100,000 now pays 7 mills - about $350 
a year. T.hat's set to end in about two 
years. If the proposal to refinance the 
debt is approved, the homeowner would 
pay through 2017. 

District officials plan a campaign to in-· 
form residents about the new buildings 
and other improvements the refinancing 
would make possible. 

The district has about 3,150 students. 

SEE EATON RAPIDS I Page3B · 

What's next 
• The Eaton Rapids school board approved a 

March 27 special election on a $33 million bond 
proposal. The owner of a home valued at 
$100,000 is now ~aying about $350 a year. If the 
bond proposal passes, meaning that debt is 
refinanced, the resident would pay that amount 

through 2017. "-S ~ j.;L) I l I 03 



"We have families to raise, just like everybody else." 
Benjie Dudek, Eaton Rapids teacher 

Teachers hold out 
in 'difficult times' 

,till no deal: Eaton Rapids teacher Susan Wilke and others picket 
riday morning before school near the intersection of M-50 and 

CHRIS HOLMES/Lansing State Journal 

M-99. Eaton Rapids teachers have worked since Sept. 1, 2002, 
without a contract. They want a 2 percent raise. 

n Eaton Rapids, 
)kemos, raises 
iold up contracts 

BY SUSAN VELA 

Lansing State Journal 

While Michigan wades 
hrough one of the worst 
mdget years ever, Okemos 
llld Eaton Rapids teachers 
ll"e refusing to settle con
racts, saying they are wait
ng for fair wages and ben
:fit offers. 

Meanwhile, the superin
endents and school board 
nembers say they can't meet 
eachers' demands when 
;ov. Jennifer Granholm has 
:aid she will cut $350 mil
ion from public schools this 
rear to alleviate a $920 mil
ion budget· shortfall. 

Teacher salaries 
Okemos and Eaton Rapids school districts and teachers refuse to settle 
contracts. Teachers hold out for higher salaries. On the other side of the 
negotiating table, district officials say they can't afford to give them 
what they want. Gov. Jennifer Granholm has said public schools will lose 
$350 million this year to help the state deal with a $920 million budget 
shortfall. Here is what the teachers in both districts make and how their 
salaries compare to districts of comparable size. 

Number Minimum Maximum 
salary District of students salary 

Okemos 4,045 
Eaton Rapids 3,148 
East Lansing 3,549 
St. Johns 3,300 
Waverly 3,383 
Grand Ledge 5,342 

Source: Lansing State Journal research 

East Lansing, St. Johns, 
Dansville, Potterville and 
Bellevue teachers also have 
been working for months 
without contracts because 
they say they deserve more 
than what district officials 

$33,788 
$29,333 
$34,212 
$34,283 
$33,588 
$32,667 

$65,481 
$59,590 
$66,886 
$66,398 
$72,185 
$64,393 

are offering in negotiations. 
Most of the districts al

ready have cut programs, 
lost teachers and reduced 
staffing because of recent 
budget woes. Now, the gov
ernor's cuts could leave the 

schools with $196 less per 
student, which could lead to 
more cuts. 

"These are very difficult 
times," Okemos Superinten
dent Dan Wertz said. "The 
school board is making ev
ery effort to provide an ap
propriate agreement. How
ever, they're restrained by 
the financial implications 
from the state." · 

East Lansing and Okemos 
school districts were to re
ceive about $8,000 per pu
pil, while Eaton Rapids, 
St. Johns and Potterville 
were to get about $6,700. 

In Okemos and Eaton Rap
ids, teachers have spent time 
on the picket line, protesting 
the lack of a contract. 

About 20 of Eaton 
Rapids' 185 teachers 
picketed Friday near the 

SEE TEACHERS I Page SA 
i ~ , I ? J <1 I nit. 



Teachers: Educators want raises 
CONTINUED FROM IA 

busy intersection of M-50 and 
M-99, holding signs that said, 
"Eaton Rapids teachers deserve 
a fair contract," and, "The School 
Board needs to be expelled." 

"We have families to raise, ju'st 
like everybody else," said picket
er Benjie Dudek, who has taught 
in the district for 12 years. 

"I consider myself a public ser
vant, (but) that doesn't mean I 
want to live in poverty." 

The teachers, who make 
between $29,333 and $59,590, have 
worked since Sept. l, 2002, 
without a contract. They want 
a 2 percent raise, which would 
cost the district $300,000, and to 
cease contributing toward their 
health insurance. 

Right now, theyre paying about 
$150 a month for health insur
ance. District officials don't want 
to give the teachers a raise. 

Okemos teachers, who make 
from $33,788 to $65,481, would 
like a 3 percent raise. But the 

board will not budge from its of
fer of a half-percent. A 3 percent 
raise would cost $600,000 that 
the district can't spare in these 
uncertain times, officials said. 

Yet the teachers suggest that 
their district officials dip into 
"rainy day" funds, take pay cuts, 
apply for grants and conduct 
fund-raising activities so that 
teachers get what they deserve. 

"For me, it's really not about 
the money," Okemos High School 
teacher Amy Huntley said. "It's 
about the district (that) for the 
last decade has been asking me 
do more and more and more with 
less and less and less." 

Eaton Rapids Superintendent 
David Gray was once a teacher 
himself. He started teaching in 
1967 in Eau Claire. 

The fundamental problem, he 
said, is that the state's budget 
problems are out of control and 
that's what school districts have 
to worry about first. 

"I don't think any of us expect
ed (negotiations) to go this long. 

"It's about the district 
(that) for the last decade 

has been asking me 
do more and more 
and more with less 
and Jess and Jess." 

Amy Huntley 
Okemos High School teacher 

We're going to try to weather the 
storm as best we can," he said. 

Parents and students feel 
caught in the middle. They know 
the teachers deserve more, but 
they also worry about the budget 
problems. 

"Our teachers give 150 percent 
every day," said Molly Wingrove, 
whose son and daughter attend 
Okemos' Wardcliff Elementary 
School, where she volunteers. "It 
just seems kind of unrealistic to 
me to ask for a raise when all 

schools are in such bad shape." 
Dennis Mitchell, an Eaton Rap

ids parent, and his fourth-grade 
son, Jimmy, have driven by the 
picketing Eaton Rapids teachers. 

"The teaching staff is doing 
a very good job at leaving ne
gotiations at the doorstep when 
they show up for work," he 
said. "They're an organized labor 
group, and they're trying to nego
tiate the best possible contract." 

Mitchell said the school board 
"can only spend so much on 
salaries." 

Chelsea Daza, an Okemos High 
School band member, has asked 
her teachers about the 
negotiations. 

The 17-year-old senior would 
hate to see the band program cut 
because of budget dilemmas. But 
she also wants her teachers to get 
a new contract. 

"They're very good," she said. 
And a 3 percent raise "sounds 
reasonable." 

Contact Susan Vela at 702-4248 
or svela@lsj.com. 

Ongoing negotiations 
Here is key information for both districts. 

OKEMOS 
This year's budget 
How much district could lose from state 
In their next contract, Okemos teachers want: 

$38 million 
$792,800 

t A 3 percent salary increase. The board's offer has been a half-percent 
raise. 

Moves this year to make ends meet: 
t Closed Edgewood Elementary 
t Reduced number of teachers - 19 through early retirement 
t Lost coaching positions 
t Instituted a sports participation fee - $100 at high school, 

$50 at middle school 
t Reduced library personnel, supplies and general operations 

EATON RAPIDS 
This year's budget $22 million 
How much district could lose from state $617,000 
In their next contract, Eaton Rapids teachers want: 

t To not have to contribute toward annual health insurance costs 
t A 2 percent salary increase 
t An early retirement incentive 

Moves this year to make ends meet: 
t Nearly 20 teachers not replaced 
t Reduced hours for bus drivers 
t Student fees instituted: 

- For sports: $60 at high school, $30 at middle school 
- For clubs and organizations: $10 

t Average class size of 22 increased by five 

Source: Lansing State Journal research 

1 ... ..5) I l.J1Jo? 
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Few options available to combat flu virus 
Over-the-counter 
medications ease 
some symptoms 

BY RANDOLPH E. SCHMID 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON - The choic
es are few when it comes to the 
flu: Try to get the vaccine or, if 
sick, head to the doctor's office. 

Treatment often means easing 
the symptoms while the body 
mounts its own defense. Most 
cases of influenza clear up with
out treatment. But in thousands of 
cases annually, especially among 

' the elderly, it can be deadly. 
That's why health experts con

duct vigorous campaigns to en-

courage people to get vaccinated 
annually. 

The flu season usually lasts 
from October to May with peaks 
in December and January. This 
year, it got an early start with 
cases reported in September. In 
a typical year, 36,000 Americans 
die from the virus, and research
ers worry the toll will be even 
higher this year. 

With fear escalating, people 
have rushed to be vaccinated, caus
ing shortages of the vaccine in 
some areas. The country's two 
manufacturers say they have run 
out of supplies. 

The makers of FluMist, a more 
expensive inhaled version of the 
vaccine, remains widely available, 
said Jamie Lacey, spokeswoman 
for the manufacturer, Medimmune 
Vaccines. 

For those who do get the flu, 
doctors no longer recommend 
carrying camphor or cucumbers, 
as some did in years past. But oth
er traditional palliatives - chick
en soup for example - remain 
popular. 

Antiviral medications are avail
able for flu, but their effect is only 
modest, said Dr. Debra Birnkrant, 
head of antivirals for the Food 
and Drug Administration. 

There are four drugs on the 
market to combat flu, but they are 
only moderately helpful, she said. 
Even the most effective must be 
taken within 48 hours of the on
set of symptoms, and then the 
medication shortens the illness' 
duration only by a day or so. 

Tarniflu and Relenza are the 
brand names of the two most re
cently approved antiviral drugs for 

flu, both directed at flu types A and 
B. The FDA says that Tarniflu can 
prevent flu if taken beforehand. 

Tamiflu also can reduce the 
chances of complications in per
sons with the flu, but the drug is 
underused, contended Dr. Fred
erick Hayden of the University of 
Virginia. 

Hayden, who has served as a 
consultant to antiviral drug mak
ers, said the product can reduce 
the chance of lower respiratory 
infections. 

Two older drugs also are on 
the market, Symmetrel and Flu
madine, both of which are direct
ed only at type A flu. 

Beyond that, over-the-counter 
medications including pain reliev
ers, decongestants and antihista
mines, can ease symptoms, al
though they do not treat the virus. 

Baryanzes Loves Your Clotl1es 

MATT WALLIS /Associated Presi 

Ouch: Registered nurse Maryl Skjei, of the Skagit County Health Department 
gives Darius Angel, 2, a flu shot Friday in Mount Vernon, Wash. Angel's uncle 
Daniel Thomas, holds him. Across the country, people seek the vaccine. 



Eaton Rapids club holds party, names officers 
The Eaton Rapids Home and Garden Club celebrated the end 

of a greaf year and inducted new officers at its annual holiday 
party at the English Inn in Eaton Rapids. 

The following members have been chosen to fill these 
positions: Lori Boardman, president; Beca Brooks and Diane 
Hudson, vice presidents; Deb Ottinger, secretary; and Kris 
Belonge, treasurer. . 

The club meets the second Wednesday of every month from 
February through December at the homes of various members, 
or members take a field trip. The public is encouraged to attend 
these meetj.ngs. Lg.) \~j f) J 03 



Old mill finds new life in E. Rapids 
)eveloper budgets 
~500,000 for work 
>n 3-story structure 

BY SALLY TROUT 

Lansing State Journal 

EATON RAPIDS - Ted Colt
iorp wants to make Eaton Rapids 
ne of the state's hip, cool cities. 

So the 74-year-old Colthorp 
1lans ~o turn a deteriorating city 
mdmark into a state-of-the-art 
iffice complex to be known as 
lorner Mills Commerce Park. 

Colthorp expects to spend 
:500,000 on the main three-story 
tructure on the former Horner 
V"oolen Mills site at the northern 
dge of downtown. 
The building is expected to at

ract businesses looking for of
[ce space. Exterior work is to be 
omplete by the end of Decem-
1er, but interior work won't be
:in until tenants are secured. 

"The "Coql Cities" campaign 
:alls for a mix of art, antiques, 
1eauty and character in a com· 
nunity, and I will have it all right 
1ere in time," he said. 

Colthorp has owned the land 
or 33 years - first as a distribu
ion site for his toy sales business 
ind in recent years as an incuba· 
or for start-up businesses. 

"This main building has looked 
o bad I have been reluctant to 
ent any of the space," he said. "It 

BECKY SHINK/Lanslng State Journal 

Old becomes new: Ted Coltharp is renovating the old Horner Woolen Mills building in Eaton Rapids. He hopes to 
attract businesses looking for state-of-the-art office space in what he calls Horner Mills Commerce Park. 

created a pall over the city." 
The building is a shell with re· 

placement windows going in and 
plans for new heating, plumbing 
and air conditioning once tenants 
are lined up. 

Colthorp who is partnering 
with his son, Todd, is confident 
the space will attract new busi· 
nesses to Eaton Rapids once peo
ple see the improvements. 

"Eato.n Rapids is the epitome 

of what Gov. Granholm wants to 
bring to Michigan cities, and my 
improvements will only add to the 
community's appeal,'' he said. 

Work on the building at 240 
Main St., is the talk of the town. 

"Everyone is asking about the 
building and curious about what's 
happening there," said Dan Cupp, 
owner of Sierra Ridge Lodge a::id 
Home Furnishings. 

"The windows alone will b~ a 

vast improvement to the build· 
ing's appearance, and I am glad 
to see the change." 

Today, there are 17 fledgling 
businesses renting space in six 
other buildings on the site. Each 
comes with talent and an idea to 
develop. 

Several of the businesses have 
outgrown the incubator status 
and moved on to bigger and bet· 
ter sites - most in Eaton Rapids. 

Transforming buildin' 
New office building emerging from an ol 
downtown Eaton Rapids. 

New development 
Work is under way on improvements for 
the new Horner Mill Commerce Park. 
Here's some information on the project: 
•Building: Vacant three-story brick 

structure with new windows being 
installed for use as an office building 

• Windows: Came out of the 60-story 
National & Guardian Towers in Toronto 

•Site: Seven separate buildings on 
seven-acre site used by 17 start-up 
businesses 

• Timeline: Windows going in main 
building to be installed by the end of 
December. Installations then begin on 
the other buildings. 

Colthorp's improvement plan 
also calls .for a park·like setting 
along the Grand River which fiows 
beside the old mill site. Work is 
under way on that as well. 

Contact Sally 'Irout at 377·1040 
or strout@lsj.com. 

i_<;\ i?/JCl//\2-



Eaton Rapids to vote on sewer bond 
City to upgrade 
treatment plant, 
could raise rates 

BY SALLY TROUT 

Lansing State Journal 

EATON RAPIDS - A $9.8 mil
lion bond issue for repairs and im
provements lo 1.he dly's wasle wa
ter treatment plant and collection 
system will go to voters Feb. 10. 

If the plan is rejected, city of
ficials expect to increase service 
rates to pay for the upgrade. 

"We haven't made any plant 
improvements since 1976 - the 
sewer system is held together 
with baling twine and duct tape," 
Mayor Donald Colestock said. 

Colestock said the city is going 
for a bond issue because it would 
be tax deductible for taxpayers. 
Uier fce!l arc not deductible. 

Eaton Rapids wants to update 
its sewer treatment plant and al 
the same time repair and upgrade 
sewer lines to prevent storm wa
ter from seeping in. 

In the mid-1980s, Eaton Rap
ids completed the separation uf 
storm and sewer lines as required 
by federal mandates. Now aging 
sewer lines, some more than 100 
years old, must be repaired or re
placed, officials said. 

If the 22-year bond is approved, 
it would cost 0.93 of a mill for 
the first year, officials said. That 
would cost the owner of an av
erage $130,000 home an extra 
$60.45 a.year in property taxes. 

To pay off the debt through in
creased sewer rates would require 
an estimated $27 extra per month 
'or $?124 ;:i ye:;:ir, officials said. 

Linton Davidson, a business 
owner and city resident, plans to 
look at all funding methods be
fore making his decision. 

"I know the work has to be 
done, so it's just a matter of find
ing the financing method that 
Wl.l).k'>J., ..... l,"hi:-'"i1J, 

City Superintendent Scott Poy
er said he hopes the system will 
work until updates are done. 

"The plant equipment is at 

Baling twine and duct tape: Eaton Rapids Mayor Donald Colestock 
on Monday stands at the Eaton Rapids waste water treatment plant. He 

least 27 years old and could fail 
any time," Poyer said. 

The plant, built with capacity 
to serve a large industry that is 
no longer in town, can handle 
combined storm and sewer water 
without overflows or backups -
but it is costly and hard on equip
ment, he said. 

"Eaton Rapids residents don't 
realize there is a problem, but 
that could change quickly if a ma
jor piece of equipment goes out," 
Poyer said. 

By repairing sanitary lines, the 
level of pollutants going into wa
terways would be red~ced dur
ing periods of flooding or heavy 
, "i "'· P11y.-1 '"id th.:it is ;i prim·
ity for the Department of Envi
ronmental Q!iality. 

Age rather than new growth 
is responsible for Eaton Rapids' 

Bond issue 
Improvements to the Eaton Rapids 
sanitary sewer plant and collection 
system are in the planning stage. 
• Need: Update plant and replace 

collapsed and aging collection lines 
•Cost: About $9.8 million 
• How: Pay for work with bond issue or 

sewer rate increases 
•Election: liond issue vote ~eb . lU 

problem, Colestock said. 
"Half the city's population 

could move out and we would 
still have to update the system," 
he said. "It's a tribute:: lu our em
ploycc:i that the sy:itcm still work. 
They've been patching it togeth
er for years." 

Contact Sally Trout at 377-1040 
or strout@lsj.com 

BECKY SHINK/Lansing State Journal 

said the "sewer system is held together with baling twine and duct tape." 
No improvements have been made to the plant since it was built in 1977. 

Upgrade in site: City Superintendent Scott Poyer said equipment at the 
Eaton Rapids waste water treatment plant is at least 27 years old. A $9.8 million 
bond that would pay to upgrade the plant will go to voters Feb. 10. 

' ; <. } . ..., - .:t. " .-A. 7.. 



E. Rapids police letting 
public choose car color 

EATON RAPIDS - The 
city is buying a new police 
cruiser, and Chief Paul 
Malewski is letting residents 
vote on its color. 

Choices are the traditional 
white or one of three shades 
of gray. 

"It's the residents' police de- · 
partment, so I thought they 
should have a say in picking the 

~ Piltrol car color,'' Malewski said. 
• Voting boxes are at Eaton 
z Rapids City Hall downtown 
Q and at the new Public Safety 

Facility, 101 Line St. Residents l have until the end of October 
to c~t their votes. 



Defense rests its case in Rose murder trial 
Suspect does not 
testify; jury heads 
to deliberations 

Bv KELLY HAssETI 
Lansing State Journal 

An Ingham County jury 
is expected to start delibera
tions Monday in the murder 
trial of Martin Rose, an Ea-

ton Rapids man who is ac
cused of killing Valerie Mills 
earlier this year. 

Rose, 32, faces a murder 
charge in the Feb. 20 beat
ing death of Mills, a 50-year
old grandmother whose bat
tered body was discovered 
by her son in her. north Lan
sing home. 

Rose decided Friday not 
to testify in his own de
fense. In his opening state
ments, Rose's attorney, Ker-

ry Cole, said 
Rose lived 
"on the edge 
of the law." 

But that 
doesn't mean 
that he killed 
Mills, Cole Rose 
said. 

Cole and Ingham County 
Assistant Prosecutor Mi
chael Ferency are scheduled 
to give closing statements in 
the case Monday before Cir-

cuit Court Judge Beverley 
Nettles-Nickerson. The trial 
began last week. 

Jurors have heard testimo
ny from Valerie Mills' son, Le
von Mills; as well as her sister, 
Robin Gonzales; and brother
in-law, Ramiro Gonzales. 

Robin Gonzales, who lives 
across the street from her sis
ter's West Gier Street home, 
testified last week that she 
saw an unfamiliar vehicle 
pull into her sister's drive-

way. She said she called Mills 
to make sure she was OK. 

Mills told her she was 
fine, and Robin Gonzales 
said she'd talk to her later. A 
few hours later, she learned 
her sister was dead. 

Ramiro Gonzales, who 
was in the house with his 
wife on Feb. 20, testified 
Tuesday that he saw a tall 
man wearing a gray hooded 
sweatshirt go up to Mills' 
front door. 

Ramiro Gonzales said he 
didn't see the man again un
til the man left the house 
about half an hour later. Rose 
was the man he saw leave 
the Mills' house that day, 
Ramiro Gonzales testified. 

Rose faces up to life in 
prison if convicted. He's cur
rently an inmate in Bellamy 
Creek Correction Facility on 
an unrelated conviction. 

Contact Kelly Hassett at 
267-1301 or khassett@lsj.com. 

What's next 
•Ingham County Assistant 

Prosecutor Michael Ferency 
and defense attorney Kerry 
Cole are expected to give 
their closing arguments 
Monday in the murder trial 
of Martin Rose, an Eaton 
Rapids man who is accused 
of killing Valerie Mills earlier 
this year. 

t Jury deliberations also are 
expected to begin Monday. 
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Comics send soldiers' spirits soaring 
Eaton Rapids shop 
offers brief escape 
for troops in Iraq 

BY SALLY TROUT 

Lansing State Journal 

EATON RAPIDS - Holy 
morale booster, Batman! 

A box of comic books and 
trading cards sent to U.S. troops 
in Iraq led to a good-natured 
argument about which super
hero would win 
in a fight. 

The ship-
ment, from Mr. 
Dale's Tradin' 
Cards of Eaton 
Rapids, ended 
up at an Air 
Force field hos- McCullough 
pital in Tillil in 
southern Iraq, said Staff Sgt. 
Jesse Eladjoe, who works at the 
hospital. 

ROD SANFORD/ Lansing State Journal 

On the job: Matt Hicks places orders Tuesday for upcoming Spider-Man 
and other Marvel Comics selections at the Mr. Dale's Tradin' Cards in Eaton 
Rapids. The shop has now sent two boxes of comics to soldiers in Iraq. 

"It's quite a sight," Eladjoe 
wrote from Iraq, "to see hard
ened military professionals, 
young men and women recu
perating from injuries or illness, 

in bed with a Batman comic de
bating who would win in a fight, 
Batman or Wolverine." 

In May the owners of the 
Eaton Rapids shop, Dale Mc-

Cullough and Matt Hicks, sent 
box of comics and trading card 
to entertain troops in Iraq. The 
were told their box was goin 
to a 41-person unit somewher 
in the war-torn country. 

But somehow the box ende1 
up at the field hospital. Eladjo 
was cleaning out dusty boxe 
in a break room one day whe: 
he discoyered the package. H 
sent a letter to McCullough an1 
Hicks thanking them. 

As a postscript, he asked i 
more comics were available. "l 
so, I can take them off you 
hands," Eladjoe said. 

He got his wish. On Monda 
another box was mailed ti 
Iraq. 

McCullough and H~cks in 
eluded a letter in the new bo: 
which says it all: 

"We have our superheroe 
to stand up against those wh 
would destroy us - the real su 
per heroes are all of you!" 

Contact Sally Irout a 
377-1040 or strout@lsj.com. 
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E. Rapids pair charged 
with operating meth lab 

EATON RAPIDS - Janet 
Davis, 38, and Frederick Davis, 
30, were arraigned Friday after 
police found their home con
tained a methamphetamine lab, 
Eaton Rapids police said. 

The two are charged with 
• operating a methamphetamine 
~ lab within 500 feet of a resi-
. dence, manufacturing the sub
: stance in the presence of a mi
~ nor and intent to deliver. They 
t are jailed on $100,000 bond. 
~ Each charge carries a maximun 

sentence oflO years in prison. 



Jtii"Ors 
find man 
guilty in 
beating 
death 

BY KELLY HASSETT 

Lansing State Journal 

An Ingham County jury 
found Martin Rose guilty 
Tuesday of first-degree fel
ony murder in the ·Feb. 20 
beating death of Valerie 
Mills. 

Hushed crying from the 
Mills family and stunned 
silence from Rose's rel

. atives followed the ver
dict reading just after 
11:15 a.m. 

Rose, 32, was convict
ed of beating Mills with a 
hammer and stool in her 
West Gier Street home. 

The sentence for his 
crime is 
mandatory 
life in pris
on without 
parole. 
He will be 
sentenced 
Nov.26. 

Rose Rose 
did not 
speak when the verdict 
was read in Circuit Judge 
Beverley Nettles-Nicker
son's courtroom. He 
shook his head and 
clasped his hands togeth
er as jurors, one-by-one, 
affirmed their opinion of 
his guilt. 

A woman identified as 
Rose's sister stood up and 
cursed, calling the jurors 
liars as they left the court
room. She was admon
ished by Nettles-Nicker
son and walked -out by 
sheriff's deputies. 

Finding Rose guilty of 
felony murder means the 

SEE GUILTY I Page 6A 
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Gllilty: Man faces mandatory life sentence· 
CONTINUED FROM IA 

jurors believed he killed the 
SO-year-old grandmother while 
committing another felony - in 
this case a home invasion at her 
north Lansing home. 

Chief Trial Attorney Michael 
Ferency, who prosecuted the 
case, told the jurors in his' dos~ 
ing statements Monday that one 
of the key pieces of evidence 
was a pillbox of Mills' that was 
later seen in Rose's possession. 

Rose stole the pillboX, and 
some marijuana, from the home 
after killing Mills, Ferency said. 

"Obviously we're disappointed 
with the outcome and the ver
dict," said Kerry Cole, Rose's at-

torney. "On the other hand, I think 
we mtd a very attentive jury." 

Cole said he assumes Rose 
will appeal the verdict. Rose has 
42 days from his sentencing to 
file an appeal or request an at
torney for appeal. 

Jurors deliberated for roughly 
eight hours, beginning at noon 
Monday and picking up again 
early Tuesday morning. 

"This was not an easy case," 
said Ingham County Prosecu
tor Stuart Dunnings III. "There 
were a lot of (pieces) that we 
didn't have." 

Dunnings was talking about a 
lack of blood found on the gray 
sweatshirt Rose was wearing at 
the time of Mills' murder, and 

Sentencing 
II Martin Rose is scheduled to be 

sentenced Nov. 26 by Ingham County 
Circuit Judge Beverley Nettles
Nickerson. 

the lack of fingerprints identi
fied as Rose's at the scene. 

"I think (jurors) could appre
ciate there were several days that 
passed from the day the crime 
was committed to when (Rose) 
was arrested," DUnnings said. 

Members of Mills' family de
clined to comment after the ver-
dict, as did Rose's relatives. · 

Mills' sister, Robin Gonzales; 
and brother-in-law, Ramiro Gon
zales, gave key testimony dur-

ing the two-week trial about ac
tivity at Mills' house the morn-· 
ing she was murdered. 

The two live across from the 
house. 

Ramiro Gonzales testified 
that he saw a tall, thin man wear
ing a gray hooded sweatshirt go 
in Mills' house, and when he 
saw him remove his hood later 
he identified him as Rose. 

Rose is an inmate at B~llamy 
Creek Correctional Facility on 

· an unrelated conviction. Net
tles-Nickerson revoked his bond 
Tuesday and sent him back to 
prison until his November sen
tencing. 

Contact Kelly Hassett at 
2_67-1301 or khassett@lsj.com 
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Eaton Rapids elects 
.education committee 

EATON RAPIDS - Newly 
elected members of the Eaton 
Rapids Public Schools Edu
cation Foundation Executive 
Committee are Mark Haubert, 
president; Mark Mcwilliams, 
vice president; Kristina Paul, 
secretary; Greg DeCamp, 
treasurer; and members 
Claudia Brown, Tim Daiss, 
Charles "Chick" Box, Ed 
McRee, Jan McRee, Marie 

· Myer, Duane Ross and Gary 
. Wichman. 
. · Schools superintendent 
·David Gray is a non-voting 
· member of the committee. 

The group's purpose is to 
support and enhance the 

.. ~school district's curriculum 
.• _and educational experiences. 

A bike rally in September, 
·which the foundation spon
sored, raised $3,000. 

• The group plans to hold 
";another bike rally May 8. 
,From staff reports 
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Jury weighs fate of murder suspect 
Eaton Rapids man may face life term 
in death of Lansing grandmother, 50 

BY KELLY IIASSETI 

Lansing State Journal 

Martin Rose went to sleep 
Monday night knowing 12 
strangers were deciding if 
he is a killer or was simply 
in the wrong place at the 
wrong time. 

An Ingham County jury 
will continue deliberating 

this morning in the murder 
trial of the 32-year-old Ea
ton Rapids man. 

Rose, charged with the 
beating death of Valerie 
Mills, faces up to life in pris
on if convicted. 

The body of Rose, a 
SO-year-old grandmother, 
was discovered in her north 
Lansing home by her son 

the afternoon of Feb. 20, a 
few hours after prosecutors 
say Rose beat Mills 20 to 30 
times with a 
hammer and 
a stool until 
she died. 

"This was 
a murder of 
convenience. 
The objects 
that killed Rose 
Valerie Mills . 
were located right in the 
house," Ingham County As
sistant Prosecutor Michael 

Ferency said in closing ar
guments on Monday. 

He said that Rose was 
stealing marijuana and a 
pillbox from Mills, whom 
he knew, when she caught 
him, and Rose panicked 
and started beating her and 
didn't stop. 

"Once you hit someone 
- the die is cast," Ferency 
said. "That witness had to 
be removed." 

But· Kerry Cole, Rose's 
lawyer, said that while Rose's 
behavior did show him to be 

a thief, he is not a killer. 
If Rose "had b.een in the 

wrong place at the wrong 
time" when Mills was beat
en to death, he would have 
gotten some blood on him, 
he said, noting that no one 
saw any blood on the shirt 
he was wearing. 

"The devil is in the de
tails here. That is where the 
inconsistencies lie; That's 
where the doubt lies," Cole 
said. 

Jurors started their de
liberations just after noon 

What's next 
t Deliberations resume this 

morning in the murder trial of 
Martin Rose, 32, of Eaton Rapids, 
who is charged in the Feb. 20 
beating death of Valerie Mills in 
her north Lansing home. 

t He faces up to life in prison if 
convicted. 

Monday and kept going un
til 5 p.m. 

Mills' son, Levon Mills, 
and Robin and Ramiro 
Gorizales, Mills' sister and 

brother-in-law, paced the 
hallway outside Circuit 
·Court Judge Beverley Net
tles-Nickerson's courtroom 
during deliberations. 

All three testified against 
Rose at different points in 
the two-week trial. 

Rose is currently an in
mate at Bellamy Creek Cor
rectional Facility on an un
related conviction. 

Deliberations are to re
sume at 8 a.m. today. 

Contact Kelly Hassett at 
267-130.1 or khassett@lsj.com 
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Homicide trial starts 
in Feb. beatiilg death 

Opening statements are ex
pected to begin today in the 
trial of an Eaton Rapids man 

., accused of killing a Lansing 
.. grandmother, officials said. 

'Martin Rose, 32, is charged 
with murder in 
the death of 
50-year-old 
Valerie Mills, 
who was beat
en with a blunt 
object Feb. 20 
at her north 
Lansing home. Rose 

The trial is 
set to begin at 8:30 a.m. in 
front oflngham County Cir
cuit Judge Beverley Nettles
Nickerson. If convicted, Rose -
faces life in prison. ~!.~ _ 0 :l .. 



Eaton Rapids ~afety Town 
What does a stranger look like? Most children think they 

wear a black hat & coat with an evil smile. They don't realize 
a stranger can be a grandfather or grandmother-looking per
son, an older child or someone who looks friendly and safe. 
A stranger is someone you don't know. Our children learn 
these things at Safety Town. 

Several local agencies join together to bring this won
derful program to our children. They include Michigan State 
Police, Hamlin Twp. Fire Dept., Eaton county Sheriff Dept., 
Eaton Rapids Emergency Medical Service, Eaton Rapids 
Fire and Police Departments. 

A special thanks goes to the Varsity Football Team for 
putting Safety Town together in record time! They will always 
be Winners, no matter what the scoreboard says. 

"Safety Town" will be held at the Wesleyan Church of 
Eaton Rapids, 6044 S. Clinton Trail, on September 9th, 10th, 
and 11th. "Safety Town" creates a child-size town through 
which the children walk. The children cross various streets. 
and learn where vehicles might appear. These settings teach 
children to look first and how to avoid dangerous situations 
in the future. -

A police officer instructs each group of children, explain
ing what to do in different situations; how to cross a street, 
what a Safe H.ouse is, and the difference between good and 
bad strangers. The children walk through town, where they 
encounter strangers good and bad. 

"Safety Town" teaches more than just safety, it teaches 
about real life, and children get to pretend these things are 
happening to them so they know how to react if and when 
they do occur. _ 

For more information, please call Kim Byerly at 517-
663-8118, ext. 8109. 
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"f was thinking to myself, 'We throw away stuff better than this.' Y' 

Tim Moede, Lansing Fire Department captain \ 

Caring firefighter 
aids Guatemalans 
Lansing captain 
organizes effort 
to ship fire gear 

BY SHANNON MURPHY 

Lansing State Journal 

When Tim Moede went 
to Guatemala on a medical 
missionary trip earlier this 
year, he thought he was talc
ing a vacation from his job 
as a Lansing fire captain and 
paramedic. 

But while there Moede 
met with the fire chief and 
captain in the city ofMorales, 
who proudly displayed the 
department's equipment. 
. Firefighters were sharing 
three sets of gear, most of it 
old and torn. 

"I was thinking to myself, 
'We throw away stuff better 
than this,'" Moede said. "I 
thought 'Holy mackerel, I 
can do better than that.'" 

· So when Moede returned 
he enlisted the help of the 
Lansing and Eaton Rapids 
fire departments and Lan
sing Firefighters Local 421. 

~Together they collected 
three big boxes filled with 
15 full sets of gear, including 
pants, coats, boots and hoods, 
as well as medical supplies. 
.. "I'm really proud of him 
for seeing a need and re-

alizing that we have some 
stuff they can use that we 
can't," Lansing Fire Chief 
Greg Martin said. 

Martin said the donated 
equipment was going to be 
thrown away because it does 
not meet eqqipment stan• 
dards in the United States 
anymore, but it was still in 
good condition. 

"Fire service is about 
helping people and one way 
to help people is helping an
other department do their 
job," he said. 

Moede, 50, is driving to 
Tennessee today to ship the 
boxes from a company that 
ships free to missionaries. 

He said a relative who 
is also a missfonary told 
him that when the Morales · 
firefighters heard of his ef
forts they "started jumping 
around like little kids. 

"I imagine it's going to be 
like Christmas down there for 
them,'' he said. "I'm basjcally 
doubling their inventory." 

Moede, who has gone on 
pther missionary trips in the 
United States and the Carib
bean, hopes to return to see 
the new gear at the Morales 
Fire Department. 

"It malces me so much 
more grateful for what I have, 
food,.a roof over my head.
everything else is just gravy.'' 

Contact ShannonMurphy at 
377-1052 or smurphy@lsj.com 

On a mission: Capt. Tim Moede of tbe llarnsing Fire Cllepartment collected 15 sets of gear to send to 
Guatemalan firefighters. "I imagine it'!i 1goi1g to be like Christmas down there for them," Moede said. 
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Eaton Rapids group 
provides $2,400 to 
assist district pupils 

BY JAMES MCCURTIS JR. 

Lansing State /ournal 

EATON RAPIDS - The Eaton 
Rapids Public Schools Educa
tion Foundafion raised more rh;i.n 
$2,400 Sunday during itl fir3t 
fund-raiser to support the cash
strapped sch6oi district. 

The newly formed foundation 
hosted "Ride for Their Future," a 
bike rally that attracted 130 par

, ticipant9. Bicyclists rode one of 
four available routes . 

. The foundation will use the 
money, rni!led through T-shirt 
sales and reglscratlon fees, to set 
up a fund for teachers, who wouid 
apply for grants. · 

The money would support 
hands-on educational activities 

, and materials for students in K-12, 
such as computer programs and 
books, organizers said. 

"The state has had a lot of 
cutbacks, and we need to think 
of new ways to fund education," 
said Marie Myer, event co-chair
woman and foundation member. 
"We ne.ed to think of a positive 
way to make a difference." 

The school district cut about 
$2.2 million last school year and 
this school year, said Gary Wich
man, school board president and 
foundation board member. 

The foundation was formed in 
August to play a role in helping 
the district bridge the financial 
gap in some educational short
comings, he said. 

"Since more and more districts 

ROBERT KILLIPS/Lansing State Journal 

Rally: Kenny Wherry, 7, and his grandmother, Sally lankton, park their bikes after a six-mile rally Sunday to raise money 
for Eaton Rapids Public Schools. The first-time event, sponsored by an education foundation, drew 130 participants. 

are dealing with tighter budgets, 
education foundations are be
coming more active and more 
popular," Wichman said. 

The Okemos Education Foun
dation, a similar group· support
ing Okemos Public Schools, col
lected about $180,000 from resi
dents and businesses in June. 

Eaton Rapids foundation mem
bers had hoped to. raise $10,000 

but didn't get the turnout they 
expected, Myer said. She said she 
had hoped for more parents. 

"It's a little bit disappointing, 
but it's good to see people come 
out and cyclists come out," Myer 
said. "I would've loved to see more 
Eaton Rapids participants. This is 
for their children and their school. 
But it's a learning experience." 

The foundation is brainstorm-

ing ideas for other events, such as 
an annual dinner, Wichman said. 

To improve turnout for the bike 
rally, it will hold the event in the 
spring when cyclists begin training 
for summer bike tours; said event 
co-chairwoman Kristina Paul. 

Seven-year-old Kenny Wher
, ry, who goes to Northwestern El
ementary School, said he hopes 
the foundation has the rally next 

Education foundation 
t The Eaton Rapids Public Schools 

Education Foundation is a nonprofit 
organization established in August to 
support and enhance curricular and 
educational experiences for Eaton 
Rapids youth. 

t The foundation plans several future 
such as an annual dinner, to 

money fo~ the district'! 

about the foundation's 
· the Web site at 

.k12.mi.us/. 

Six for six: Kristina Paul 
congratulates her 6-year-old 'son 
Andrew Paul after he completed a 
six-mile bike ride to help raise money 
for Eaton Rapids schools. Andrew 
attends Lockwood Elementary. 

\ 

year because he got a chance to 
ride in parts of town he didn't 
ride before. 

"When we went up the hllls, I 
· did some wheelies,'' Kenny said. 

Contact James Mccurtis Jr. at 
377-1046 or jmccurtis@lsj.com. 
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Donations lhelp teach kids about saf~:ty 

Just say "Nol" Kindergarten students from l~;land City Academy in 
Eaton Rapids learn to shout out "No!" to strangers as they get lessons 
in safety Wednesday from Michigan State Police Trooper Dana 

Emergency 
exit: 

Kindergarten 
students from 

Island City 
Academy Ni 

Eaton Rapids, 
includirg 

Sofiya 
Stumpos (top) 

and Sarah 
Burns get he.Ip 

from bus 
driver Melissa 
Williams (left) 
and Stephanie 

Beckett as 
students learn 
how to get off 

the bus 
through the 
emergerrcy 

doors in case 
of emergen:cy 
Wednesday at 
Safety Town. 

ROD SANFORD/Lansing State Journal 

Mckee Oeft) and Eaton Counl:y. Sheriff's Department Undersheriff 
Michael Raines (right) at the Eaton Rapids Safety· Town event. 
Donations could help Safety Town find a permanent home. 

Safety Town 
seeks a home 

b\'il\G 51'.ITE Jot i\'-.IL 

EATON RA.PIDS - A SlOQ,(}Q:O buiking 
campaig:n to o~ovk~e a permJinent Safety Town 
now has 510.000 in seed money. 

Started in l?S7. Safetv Tmvn teaches Eaton 
Rapids children safe b~havior :md what to do 
m an emerge-ncY. 

With a bui1diJH?:, organizers sav thev could 
ze~:c!-: "1i:1re ki :b l~sso'ns suet: as i1ow ,to iden
tit\; stnngers. cross streets and escaDe ti.res. 

·curre~tl\· ~ne oortabie "to•rn:' is disassem
t<ec~ each y~~~ a~d stored. 

SDonsl1rs -.vant c:o build a suucmre as oart of 
rhe Eaton Ra:pids Area Historic;;! Village~ 

Earon Rapids' Cnited \\'ay recentlv said it 
would give S~.ODO. 

Organizers :ha\·e another S.5,tJOO in donations. 
··we knm•· Safetv Town works, because chil

dren inrn1ved in dnergencv :Siti..tations tell us 
thev iearned what to lo at Saf<?l:V Town.'' said 
Ki~ Byerly, a: pro~ram direcror.:' 

This week 2)0 children wili t-0ur Safetv 
__ I Town. LSJ Q-) J ~o 3 , 



·Employee assaulted at 
Bonnie View golf course 

, , EATON RAPIDS - Eaton 
County Sheriff's Department 
detectives are investigating 
the assault of a man at a golf . 
course. 

The man, a 57-year-old em
ployee of Bonnie View Golf 
Course, was severely beaten 
sometime after the golf course 
closed Monday night, Sheriff 
Rick Jones said. 

~· The man, whose name was 
not released, was found tin
conscious by other employees 
Tuesday morning. Anyone 
with information is asked to 
call 543-3512. Ext. 3R4. i- 'S J -



$tridents, fa~ ............... ··· y remember educator 
Edward Berthold, fl.uence was still there. Life expectancy for peo- leading the school Services which Darrow sent to the "He loved his job working 

"When he walked into ple with Berthold's condi- The couple spent a lot of 
t Services for Edward Berthold are 

Mayo clinic to support re- with the kids,'' she said 

former E. Rapids the room, you knew there tion is about one to one-and- time at their cottage on Lake search on amyloidoses. Megan Carroll has kno\vn 
was going to be positive a-half years. Mitchell in Cadillac, where at 1 p.m. Monday at First United "The Edward Berthold Berthold since kindergarten. 

principal, was 68 things happening," said Ta- He lived Ed loved to hunt and fish. Methodist Church, Eaton Rapids. Courage to Care Butterfly Carroll, also a 2003 Eaton 
sia Wambaugh, a 2003 Ea- for five and- Jill Darrow started work- t Visitation is from 1 p.m. to 3 Garden" was dedicated by Rapids grad, said she'll nev-
ton Rapids graduate. a-half. ing at Lockwood in 1994 p.m. and 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. today at students and staff about three er forget when the principal 

~ BY TRACY BURTON Berthold, former princi- "He fought with two other new fifth- Shelly-Odell Funeral Home, 518 S. years ago at Lockwood. joined in on some singing 
Lansing State Journal pal of Lockwood Elementa- with dignity, grade teachers. Main St., Eaton Rapids. "Ed was very humble," and dancing. 

ry School, died Thursday af- and he never "I felt like he was father- Ann said. "He didn't like rec- Carroll, Wambaugh and 
EATON RAPIDS - Ed- ter a long battle with amy- gave up,'' Ann ly,'' said Darrow, who now derstand what was happening. ognition for things but he Brooke Perkins were clean-

ward Berthold was a prin- loidoses - a rare condition Berthold Berthold teaches at Greyhound Inter- "My son kept saying 'Why was very proud. It meant a ing off tables in the cafeteria 
~ipal who could be a kid in which a foreign protein said. "He mediate. "He tooJ.c us under · did he have to go?'" Darrow lot to him." when they started twirling 
around his students. grows in place of normal fought it hard." his wings and helped us fig- said. "The word terminal ... Ann, a seventh-grade teach- around and singing a choir 

Many kept in touch with cells. He was 68. But the disease and side ure out how things went." a lot of kids didn't know er at Eaton Rapids Middle warmup tune. 
him as they moved on to He leaves behind his wife, effects from treatment made Darrow wrote a children's what that meant." School, met her husband when The three fifth-graders 
middle and high school., Ann, two sons, a stepdaugh- work impossible. He resigned book to help students - in- Sales of"With Courage to they were both teachers in the 

SEE BERTHOLD I Page 28 And if they didn't, his in- ter and four grandchildren. in 1999 after about nine years eluding her son, Tyler - un- Care" raised about $2,500, Saginaw area. 
Ls-> ~ .... 10~0~ 



Berthold: 
Educator 
dies at 68 
CONTINUW FROM lB 
thought no one was paying at
tention. 

All of a sudden Berthold 
grabbed a tray and a dish rag 
and joined in. 

"Everyone in the cafeteria 
was laughing and cheering 
along," Carroll said, laughing. 

'M of the teachers and their 
classes were coming down the 
hallways to see what was going 
on." 

Both Carroll and Wambaugh 
said they want to be elementa
ry teachers. 

"He inspired me," Wam
baugh said. "He just made it 
seem like so much fun, so I 
wanted to be one too." 

Contact 'D'acy Burton at 
377-1206 or tburton@lsj.com.. 
LSJ !-10~ o3 



EatonRapit1 
man mourns)~ 
loss· of mom, ·· 
daughter, 10 
Relative blames Services today • k · • Servfoes for Brianna O'Neill repaVlfig WQf and Nanci O'Neill are 1 p.m. 
t f l h today at Shelly-Odell Funeral tOr ata CraS Home in Eaton Rapids. 

Bv TRACY BURTON Services for the two are 
Lansing State Journal at 1 p.m. today at Shelly

Odell Funeral Home in Ea-
EATON RAPIDS - Sat- ton Rapids. · . 

urday was a typical sum- They will be laid to 
mer day for the O'Neills. rest sjde-by-side at Rose-

After breakfast, Brianna, hill Cemetery. 
her 7-year-old brother Pat- Brianna's maternal 
rickand their grandma were grandfather, Robert Whipp, 
off to church school. blames the ·crash on the 

Their ride ended abrupt- resurfacing of that stretch· 
ly when Nanci O'Neill lost of the highway, in Hamlin 
control of her Chevy Lumi- Township near Eaton Rap
na on a three-mile stretch ids. Pea stone had been 
of loose stone along Spi- sprinkled on fresh tar days 
cerville Highway. before. 

Nanci O'Neill, 60, and "Ifitwasn'tfortheroads,. 
10-year-old Brianna were they'd be alive," he said. 
killed when the car struck He wants road crews to· 
a tree. use a different method. Us-' 

Patrick, who was in the ing the pea stone relies on 
back seat, wasn't injured. cars and trucks to pack it 

"It's · overwhelming," down, Whipp said. 
Shawn O'Neill - Brianna's "It's . just like marbles 
father and Nanci's son - when they first put it 
said, speaking very softly. down,'' he said. 
"That's the hard thing - . Accident investigators 
it's double.'' said the crash likely 

The single father can't occurred because Nanci 
describe the grief that hit O'Neill was traveling fast-
him that afternoon. er than the·posted speed. 

Nor can he explain how A sign is posted before 
·life is going to be without the stretch . for drivers to 
his mother and only 
daughter. · S~E Loss I Page3B 
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Mason company seeks $10.SM for ~ite 
. •. r 

1 Packaging firm · 
hasn't revealed ifs 
rea~on for moving 

BY Si\LLY TuoUT 

'Lansing State Journal 

MASON - . Michigan Packag-· 
ing Co: coilld move from the city 
and take 100-plus jobs with it. 

A For Sale sign is displayed in 
the company's front yard at 700 
Eden Road. 

The company wants $10.8 mil
lion for 278,110 square foet of of-

. fi.ce and manufacturing space and 
30.8 acres of land. The .listing 
states there is a possil;>ility for up 
to a three-year lease back to the 

Michigan Packing_ Co. 
Ii Location: 700 Eden Road; Mason 

compariy. · 
t History: Moved from Eaton Rapids'in 
. 1995 . . . 

t Employees: About 100 John Klein, a company vice 
president,· would .not comment 

. on why_ or when the· company. · t Produces corrugated paper . · 
~-----'---_.::._-~--'-'-~-'-_;_-"'""-'---'--"--'---' t Building and site for sale for woµld ·move. · . . . / . CHRIS HOLMES/Lansing State /ournal 

The manufacturing business . For sale: Michig·an Packaging .Co. in Mason makes corrugated pa~er for heavy boxes. The company has jnit 'its building · $10.8 million · 

). 

came to Mason in 1995 from Ea- ·and 30.8 acres of land up for sale for $10.? million. . , . 
ton Rapids, where no railroad . ••· amount tliat would double ~ith-
spur was available. brought its Eaton Rapids work- Mason M~yor.Russell Whippl~ money when it moved/' he said~ out the taX break. 

The company, which produces . ·ers here," said Joe Watkins, exec- said the City had not given much . "B-µt now Michigan Packaging's As recently as June 2002, Mich-
corrugated paper for heavy box- - µtive director of the Masqn Area thought to ways of keeping the old building is. being, converted igan Packaging went to thi:; city. 
es, gets most of its raw materials .Chamber of Commerce. company here. · to ·apilr1;ments; which, will more . for .another· tax break package 
by rail. · · · . Chamber representatives ap- ·::rpey never asked for help, and. .than make up for the loss." for $2 million in new equipment. ' · 

While the loss of the company proached the company to see· if I ;guess the comp~y sort of fell . Michigan Packaging is one Couricil ·minutes show the city 
isn't good news, the impact may anything could be done to pre- . ~elow ·our radar ssreen,': he said. . of several companies to. receive wanted a no-layoff claus~ in tl;ie 
not be too damaging to the city vent the move.· Donald <:;olesfock, m,ayor of property tax breaks from Mason. contract. · 

, from an employment standpoint,' "I was' told the current build- nearby. Eaton Rapids, drove a City Treasll!er Kathy Revels said When the city deferred actiori 
officials said. · mg did not meet the needs of the truck for the packaging company the· company's)9st iz-yeai pack~ on:the request, the company diq 

"Michigan . Packaging didn't business and.a change was need- . for 18 years 1,mtil he retired. age will expire ln 2008. . pursue the tax incentive. · 
provide many new jobs for Ma- ed to be competitive in the mar- "This was· a good company for· · ·This: year the ·company will , Contact Sally Trout at 377-104()_ 
son peopl.e, because the company ket/' Watkins said_. E<1ton Ra. pids, and the city 16st pay $58,194.· to ~he city in taxes, an. · or strout@lsj.com · · 

'kS.J" 7 -5 ~o 3 



1 ltoss: 
.\ 

Funeral today for grandma, granddaughter 
. . . ' . 

CONTINUED FROM 1B . . her mother said. 

·adjust their speed from 55 mph to 
35mph. · 

Brianna loved to ride horses 
and sing in Lockwood's Honors 
Choir, her father said. 

· Eaton· County Sheriff Rick 
Jones said he didn't recall any oth-
er accidents along that stretch. 
· The stones wouldn't have been • 
a factor in the crash, -said Blair , 
Ballou, Eaton County Road Com- , 
mission's engineer-manager. 1

1 ·"You can't safely speed in a 1 

construction zone," Ballou said. ' 
"It's a tragic accident. Everybody ' 
needs to observe the signs.'.' 

'Caring child' 
. Brianna ·was getting ready to 
st~ fifth, gra~-~ ~at Greyh<;llµ1d In

'"te"ifoediate - the next "step from: .. 
Lockwood.Elem_entary. 

Brianna was the type of girl ' 
who would stay in during recess \ 
to help with recycling or offer to, 

. show another student how to fig-
ure out a math problem, said Carl 
Fangboner, one of her fourth-
grade teachers. . ·. 

"She just did it because it was 
a joy for her to. help other peo
ple,''· Fangboner said. 

Brianna's in.other, Deborah 1 

·O'Neill, i:e'called a time when ! 
. her daughter got off the school \ 
bus upset because the boys were 
picking on her. 
· "I told her t:o pick· back," she 
said. 

Brianna's response: "No; I don't 
want to hurt their feelings.'' 

"She was a very caring .child 
and wanted to please everybody," 

"Whatever. she was, practici.Ilg, 

she would end up singing around spent much of her free time writ-
the house," he said. · · ing children's books and-painting. 

Nanci O'Neill was her grand- "She was a kid at heart," Shawn 
kids' best friend and full-time baby O'Neill said about his mother. 
sitter. while her son worked." She. . "I used to tease her and tell 

her I.had kids just so she'd .have 
someone her own age· to play 
with.'' 

'.Itacy Burton at 377-1206 or 
tburton@lsj.com. 

Ls J '3 .:.·<( ' o'>J · 
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. ]BS([))ok programrn §I}))<aurk§. ·early reading 
' ' ' . '' ' . \ ... ~ ' . 

· Doliy Parton,project · · 
. offers, free books to 

.. ~atori preschoolers ·. 
'. BY CHRIS GOI:,EMBIEWSKi < 

Lansing Stiite Journal 
' ,· 

Thousands of preschoolers in 
· Eaton ·County are eligible for 
free home libraries of their own 

. bookS. · 
How? By si.riiply signing theµi 

up for Dolly Parton's Imagination 
Library., · 

·The· entertainer's Dollywood 
.foundatio~ offers it to any com-

. niunity wanting to giye children · 
a boost from bi'rth toward life-

. time of reading and learning. 
· Sponsored locally by Eaton 
County United Way, Eaton is one 

. of only two Michigan sites 'in
volved. The other is the Upper 
Peninsula's Haimahville Indian 
School. . 

Children in participating Eaton 
County communities can get a 
hardcover book in the mail month

. IY'iintil ~eir fif¢ birthdays. 
"We have 60 childieri getting 

· books each· month now,'~ ECUW 
director Judy Class said. "l want 
that to be 600." · · 

_ Imagination Library·. 
·.: Eaton County parents can sign lip .' · 

children for free books from· birth to 5 if 
they li~e in: . 

· t Cities of Charlotte, Eaton Rapids; 
Olivet and Potterville, the villages of . 
Dimondale and Vermontville, 'or the · · 
townships of Eaton Rapids, Hamlin, 
Vermontville and Windsor. 

t Registration forms are' availabl,e .~t · 
local libraries, city and township halls· 
or call 543-5402. . 

· t To.le~rn more about tHe Imagination 
Early start: Savannah Mauk, 8 . . · Library program, visit · 
months, takes part in ;'Toddler Time".· .www.dollywoodfoundation.com 
with her mom, Betsy Malik. 
Savannah already loves books, her ' . 
mother says. said she's making sure her first- < < < 

born will be primed and rea~y to 
'ing Grand Ledge and Delta Town- read. · 
ship,. which· are part of Capital . Eight-month~old · Savannah 
Area United Way. · Mauk already< loves books aµd · 

.She is trying to interest more she's signed up for Imagination . 
communities in raising the ne_ed- Library.· · . , 1 • · 

ed $27 per child. "I thought it was important to 
·"This Will have a higher·retum start early," Mauk said. "I heard a 

·as an investment than anything lot of clµldren are not ready fox:· 
. CHRIS HOLMES/Lansing State Journal we could put our money in." kindergarten.'! · 

Make;believe: Margherita lievense pretends to eat a slice of watermelon . Educators stress· the impor- Singer Dolly. Parton launched 
made.,by ~er. daughter A~hena Liev~nse, 5, on Tuesday _d1,fring '.'.Toddler Time" tance of books on a ~hil~'s · Imagination ~ibrary in 1~96 for 
at the Potterville Benton Township District Library. . · • .·. · · · . · · , development. . . . :·. . Sevier.· County, Tenn.,· · pre-

. · "Thirty minutes· of. reading schoolers to encoiir~ge. the chil-
Eaton Rapids, Hamlin, Vermont- rto income guideJin.es," slie sa'.id.. a day between birth· and· 5 is dren of her Smoky 'Mountaills · 
ville and Windsor. < < ECUW has raised more than equivalent to a year of school,'' < birthplace. 

Registration· forms . are. avail- $18,000 .in donations for collimu- said Elma Wilson ·of the Eaton The library is mailirig age-ap-
· ' · Eligible ·children must live in 
the cities of Charlotte, Eaton Rap
ids; Olivet . and Potterville; the 
villages of Dimondale and Ver-. 
nioritville; or the townships of 

able at local' libraries, and city nities.so far:. Intermediate School District's· propriate books to·aboutS0,000 
and 'township halls .. , ·. . · It would take $40;000 to serve · Early Childhood Connecti.ons children e'ach month· in 207. 
. ~ Class sai<;I. people always ask, the anticipat!!d number' of in-. program. . . commimides. . 
"What's the catch?"· ; · terested children for one year At a story time for· Potterville · Contact· Chris Golembiewski at 

"There is no catch. There are. countywide, Class said, not count- .·toddlers Tuesday, Betsy Mauk · 377~1044 or cgolembi@lsj.com 
·· . . · · UJ' -t~'l>o1 . 



~Charlotte man charged 
: in E.R. man's beating 

BENTON TWP. - A Char
lotte man was arraigned 
Wednesday in the assault of 
an Eaton Rapids man in the 
300 block of McConnell High
way, police said. 

Andrew Goodrich, 31, was 
hospitalized in 
critical condi

' tion with se
vere head and 
facial injuries. 

Brent Travis 
Armstrong, 29, 
went to visit 

Armstrong a girlfriend at 
about 8 a.m. 

Wednesday, police said. There, 
he assaulted Goodrich and 
then smashed his car. It was 
not clear why. 

"He's going to live, but it's an 
extremely serious assault,'' Ea-

. ton County Sheriff Rick Jones 
- said. "He could lose sight." 

Armstrong is charged with 
assault with intent to do great 
bodily harm, home invasion 

. and malicious destruction of 
· property. He is at the Eaton 
. County Jail on a $20,000 bond. 
L<:;~'> 7-JD • 0·3 
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-· 3 Lansing firefighters : Now what? 
• Battalion Chief Charles Hendrickson 

will become fire chiefin Hamlin 
Township, close to his hometown of 
Eaton Rapids: 

._.retire after·long careers •Capt. Carlos Villegas is looking 
forward to coaching basketball and 
other sports, fishing and visiting family 
in Texas. · 

•Capt. Glenn Cook will look for a 
part-time job. He's not sure what he 

One officer battled . 
his first fire at 13, 
se.rv~d for 25 years 

Eaton Rapids. 
Inl977,he joined 

Lansing's depart~ 
ment. He worked 
his way up, becom
ing battalion chief 

"I've never not looked wants to do, just as long as it doesn't 
require him to get up at 3 a.m. in the 

forward to co mini' tQ . middle of winter. 
•On the Web: www.lansingfire.com 

work. I don't think a lot· -------
in2002. 

"'.This is a faro- Hendrickson . BY TRACY BURTON 

Lansing State Journal ily," Hendrickson 
said. "There's no 

Charles Hendrickson fought other way to ex-
.. his first house fire at age 13. plain it." 

of people can say that." 
Capt. Glenn Cook 

Retiring from the 
Lansing Fire Department 

''.After going out there and · And Hendrick-
working with the people, I de- sonhasconfidence his kids' school on Parents Day. 
cided this is what. I want to do," in the "family' he "I was like the highlight of the 
Hendrickson, 50, said. is leaving behind. show," he said. "It was always 

He never wavered from that "They walk in Villegas gratifying." 
. commitment, his. colleagues say. here with the glow Villegas, 48, i~ going to miss 
: Now, the battalion chief is retir- in their eyes... the camaraderie the most. 
· ing next month along with two They're the ones "You leave with a sense of 

other longtime members of the that tell you that companionship that you've had 
Lansing Fire Department. Lansing's Fire De- that you'll probably never match 

· Hendrickson and Capts. Car- partment is going · again," he said. 
los Villegas and Glenn Cook have . to be fine," he said. Fire Lt. Jim Squire said he has 
each served for 25 years. Hendrickson played softball with Villegas for 

"They're all very good," Fire- knows what it Cook 15 years. On the job, Villegas was. 
fighter Connie Summer said while means to do his a team player - no matter what 
sitting in the downtown station. job well and be a decent person, · his rank was. 
"They stand behind their people. Firefighter Kerwin · Norwood "We're glad for him, 
That's for sure." said. · Squire said. "It's got to be pretty 

The three officials are respect- "When he walks away from · rewarding walking out of here so 
ed for their fairness, hard work here he walks away with pats on well-liked and respected." 
and commitment to the job. the back,'' he ·said, "not a foot in Most of the guys call him 

Charles Hendn.ckson. the rear." "Charlie" for no particular rea-

c C I Villi son, Squire said.-
Throughout junior high and high apt. ar OS egas. "CharliewasoneofthefirstHis-

school, Hendrickson was a volun- Villegas said one of the best panics hired,'' Squire said, adding 
teer _firefighter in his hometown perks of the job has been visiting that he's represented the depart-

ment well at community events. · 
The 230 employee-department 

has become more diverse through 
the years, Squire said. 

"I think that a diverse work
force has-allowed us to walk into 
any house in Lansing and repre
sent the community," he said. 

Capt. Glenn Cook 
"I've never not looked forward 

to coming to work," Cook, 47,. 
said. "I don't think a lot of people 
can say that." . 

Fire Engineer Ward Meldrum 
said Cook helped him build his 
fireplace last month. 

"He's a good guy to work with," 
Ward said. "He makes it fun." 

Cook is going to be a tough act 
to follow, said Engineer Chris Er
icks said. 

"I remember coming in as a kid 
seeing Glenn ... · You worshiped 
him," Ericks said. 

The trio deserves a long, hap
py and healthy retirement, said 
Lt. Michael Marczynski. 

"They paid their dues," he said. 
''Now it's time to move on." 

Contact Iracy .· Burton at 
377-1206 or tburton@lsj.com. 

Fire 
farewell: 
Firefighter 
Greg Meitler : 
sends a 
cascade of · 
greetings 
onto Lansing: 
Fire ' 
Department : 
Battalion 
Chief Charles· 
Hendrickson,: 
whowill · : 
retire in late : 
August. The : 
sendoff at ? : 

Station No.J · · 
. is a tradition.: 

NATHAN " 
PAYNE/For the 
Lansing State 
Journal ~. 



: -E. Rapids stays close 
.. '.to find new police chief 
• · EATON RAPIDS - Ana-

•. tional search for a new police 
' chief ended up right in the 

city's back yard. 
· Lt. Paul Malewski, with the 

·"Eaton Rapids Police Depart-
. ment for the past 16 years, is 
. the finalist for the job. 

Mayor Donald Colestock 
said he expects the City Coun
cil to confirm Malewski at 
next Monday's meeting. Con
tract negotiations are ongoing. 
The salary range for police 
chief is $48,200 to $60,200. 

Malewski replaces Carl 
. .Watkins, who took a position 

as police chief with Northfield 
Township. Watkins was Eaton 
Raoids chief for six vears.~~. J 



Fire station sale nearer to 
. · . . . · rtil. 

completiott . . ' 

. Local lawyer plans 
to buy old building 
from. Eaton Rapids 

· Bv SALLY 'fR.oUT 
Lansing State Journal 

Building sale 
The City of Eaton Rapids hopes to 
complete the sale of the old fire station 

· at its last meeting in August. 
tWhen: 7 p.m. Aug. 25 
t Where: Public Safety Building, 101 Line 

St. 
tWho: Open to public 

EATON RAPIDS - A local On the Web ! 

attorney and .the city are close t City Web site.under construction; 
to a deal on the sale of the for- others, www.eatorirapidsmi.net; 
mer Eaton Rapids Fire Station www.multlmag.com/city/mi/ 
building. eatonrapids. 

City Manager William LeFe- .' 
vere said paperwork and a pend- The old fire building was too 
ing environmental assessment ate small to accommodate today's 
all that's left'to be done for the larger, more modern fire equip
$150,000 sale of the Main Street ment. Office; storage and traip
building to Lawrence Nolaµ. ing roo,m space ·also was inad~ 

In a letter to the city, .Nolan ·equate. Fire department person- city.offices. 
said he plans to restore and rent. nel and equipment was .qi.oved The city assessor and building· · 
out space in the building. March 15 to the new building on inspector offices on the old fire · 

"I intend. the building to be a Line Street. · · · station's second floor will be part 
jewel of a restored .building in A $16 million capital improve-· of the renovated. police depart- · 
order that people who enter the merit project that includes the ment space in City Hall. . 
city from the north would see it new Public Safety ·Building for · For. Nancy Pruden, a city ad
as their first impression," he said . police and fire personnel and on- ministrative assistant, cons.truc
in the letter. · going renovations at City Hall 'tion 'crews make the building a 

The project would.be Nolan's left the old fire station empty. dusty ap.d noisy place to work. . 
second· downtown r.estoration Bonds to pay off the improve- "There's dust everywhere and 
project, said Councilwoman Val ment costs will not result in a tax my typewriter keys are dirty," 

. Kunkel, real estate agent for the increase. The City will rent the Pruden said; "but op.ce the con-
city. . . new arid updated buildings for struction is done it will be so 

Nolan's' first restd'ration proj- 20 years until the bonds are paid much nicer." 
ect is his offic~ building, also.on off. ·· · · · For Councilwoman Claudia 
Main Street. · . Renovation work at City Hall Brown, one of the, major benefits 

"Eaton Rapids 1s fortunate to . will cost about $75b,OOO with a will be small meeting areas to af-· 
have someone here who sees the fall ~ompletion date expected. ford citizens some privacy when 
potential and is willllig to invest Work includes making· the talking with offic;ials. . 

, in the community," v:µ _Kunkel building handicap accessible "Soon City Hall will meet the 
said. · with an elevator, second~floor city's needs," she said. 

Nolap. was unav3.ilable for.com- council chambers. with . seating . · Contact Sally 'Iro"ut at 377-1040 
ment on Wednesday. . for 150, small meeting rooms and or strout@lsj.com 

:·".!o:> 
::> 
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. KEVIN W. FOWLER/For the Lansing State Jourm1bq 

City Hall gets makeover:· Carp.enter Dennis Wawaersik works last week.on -.. 
the ile1.Y5tairway leading to.the Eaton Rapids city council chamber. RenovatiofrN 
work at City Hall will cost about $750,000. . , s.rh 

J_s J 7..:...;i·._,-0·"2. ;fl~.d 
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PUBLIC 
SAFETY 
Woman, granddaughter 
killed in car accident 

· HAMLIN TWP. -An 
Eaton Rapids woman and 
her 10-year-old granddaughter 
died Saturday when their car 
struck a tree, police said. 
r The vehicle was traveling 
west on Spicerville Highway 
near Whittum Road at about ll 
a.m. when it left the road and 
crashed, Eaton County Sheriff 
Rick Jones said. · · 
. Nancy O'Neill, 60, and Brian

:ga O'Neill died instantly, Jones 
said. Both wore seat belts. A 
third occupant of the vehicle 
was taken to Sparrow Hospital 
and was in stable condition. 
Jones did not have information 
on that person's identity. 

· The crash is under investi-
gation. . ~ - 3 ~ O '3 L.SJ 



Eaton Rapids picks 
new chief of police 

EATON RAPIDS - The 
City Council appointed Paul 
Malewski chief of the Eaton 
Rapids Police Department on 
Monday by a 3-2 vote, Mayor 
Donald Colestock said. 

Councilwomen Valerie Kun
kel and Claudia Brown voted 
against Malewski's appoint~ 
ment, citing his lack of a bache
lor's degree in criminal justice. 

Colestock and Councilmen 
Donald Grimes and Thomas 
Norris voted for the appoint
ment because of Malewski's 
20 years of experience in the 
police department. 

Malewski, who has been in
terim chief since May, will be 
paid $53,194 a vear. L~ \., ,.,c,J,..'11 
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Fainilies 
urge care 
after men 
drown 
Separate Friday 
incidents claim 
18-, 20-year-old 

BY ELIZABETH AGUIRRE 

Lansing State Journal 

, Christopher DUBois 
and Brandon Kay were 
excellent swimmers, their 
families say. 

That's why the young 
men's deaths, in separate 
drowning incidents Fri
day, should be a warning 
to all those who venture 
into the water. 

"Never swim alone," 
said DuBois' father,.Marty 
DuBois. "People underes
timate the importance of 
that." 
~DuBois, 18, of Eaton 

Rapids, drowned while at 
a friend's house on Torch 
Lake in 
northern 
Michigan's 
Antrim 
County. 

Kay, 20, 
of Ver
montville, 
was found 
iri about 
10 feet of water in a Ver
montville Township pond. 
· Athirdman-a35-year
old Okemos resident -
was taken to Sparrow 
Hospital 
Thursday 
after he. 
was found 
notbreath
.ing in his 
in-ground 
pool in the 
4200 block Kay . 
of Shoals 
Drive in Okemos: 

Meridian Township po
lice would not release his 
name or condition Sunday. 
· · DuBois would have 
been a sophomore at Lan
sing Community College 
hi. the fall, where he was 
studying to become an 
English teacher. 
· "He probably could 

have excelled at every 
sport he tried," Marty 
DuBois said of his son, 
who would have turned 
19 in August. "But he jus1 
loved writing and every· 
thing ·else just took sec 
ond place." 

. SEE DROWN\ Page 31 



"Brandon was one -of God's prototypes. And everyone loved him for that." 'J 

Jonathon Kay, brother of drowning victim Brandon Kay, 20 
l1 

Drown: Vermontville, Eaton Rapids men die FridaY 
CONTINUED FROM 1B 

Christopher DuBois, who was 
6-foot-8, spent a lot of time volun
teering, his family said. He served 
dinner at the local senior center 
and mowed lawns and shoveled 
sidewalks for elderly people in 
his neighborhood. 

I 
"He was a lot of fun to be 

around," said Marty DuBois, who 

was Christopher's stepfather old Jonathon Kay. '~d everyone 
when he adopted him about eight loved him for that." 
years ago. "He was able to find Brandon Kay lived with his 
humor in just about everything." grandmother, Doris Kay, at the 

In Vermontville, . Brandon · time of his death. His parents 
Kay's family said the 20-year-old are Thomas and Linda Kay of 
was planning to build his own Vermontville. 
house and start a construction "Not only did he take care of 
company. , her, but every morning he'd wake 

"Brandon was one of God's pro- up and walk by her and ruffle her 
totypes," said his brother, 22-year- hair," Jonathon Kay said. 

DuBois, Kay funeral services 
t Services for Christopher DuBois are 11 a.m. Wednesday at Shelly-Odell Funeral 1 • 

Home, 518 S. Main St., Eaton Rapids. · 
•Services for Brandon Kay are 11 a.m. Tuesday at Grace Community Church, "'c. 

8950 East M-79, Nashville. Visitation is 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. today at Pray Funeral Home, 
. 401 W. Seminary, Charlotte. '·· 

"He cared and loved without Contact Elizabeth Aguirre "at 
any question. He really did just 702-4248 or eaguirre@ 
-love life to the fullest." · lansing.gannett.com. 

L.SJ I - 1- O 3 



Founding fire chief retires in Hamlin 
Byerly passes baton 
to Lansing battalion 
chief Hendrickson 

BY SALLY TROUT 

Lansing State Journal 

HAMLIN TWP. - Retiring 
Hamlin Fire Chief Ron Byerly 
and incoming Chief Charles Hen
drickson fought their first fire to
gether 37 years ago. 

Hendrickson, 50, had just be
come a youth member of the 
VFW National Home Fire Res
cue Department at age 13. 

Byerly, now 70, was assistant 
chief of the Eaton Rapids Fire 
Department. 

"We saved the house and be
gan a friendship based on mutual 
respect that has grown through 
the years," Hendrickson said. 

On Aug. 6, Hendrickson, a bat
talion chief with the Lansing Fire 
Department, retires after 26 years. 
The next day, Byerly turns over his 
fire chief duties to him in Hamlin 
Township, located in the south
east comer of Eaton County. 

Hendrickson will receive $8,000 
a year for the part-time job. 

One of his first acts as chief will 
be to name Byerly the department 
safety and accountability officer. 
It is an unpaid position. 

Byerly figures his biggest chal
lenge right now is clearing out his 
desk so the new chief can move in. 

Hendrickson faces bigger chal-

Leaving a legacy 
• Ron Byerly created Safety Town in 

1987. His goal is to have a permanent 
building for the children's program. 
Donations are tax-deductible. Checks 
made payable to Eaton Rapids Safety 
Town may be mailed to Hamlin Fire 
Department, 6463 S. Clinton ·Trail, 
Eaton Rapids 48827. 

lenges. He takes over a depart
ment with 28 paid on-call fire
fighters, who average about 160 
fire and medical emergency runs 
each year. The department pro
vides protection for about 50 
square miles - all of Hamlin and 
part of Brookfield Township. 

"My first goal is to earn the 
trust and respect of the firefight
ers," said Hendrickson, a resident 
of the township for 23 years. 

Then the new chief plans to 
turn his attention to ongoing 
training, planning for systematic 
upgrading of equipment and re
cruiting new firefighters. 

The township was fortunate to 
have had Byerly on board when it 
set up its own fire department in 
1988, Hamlin Supervisor Barbara 
Rogers said. 

"Ron, a conscientious and con
servative leader, has done a tre
mendous job for the township," 
she said. ·~t the same. time, we 
are fortunate to have another well 
qualified township resident, who 
is ready to be chief." 

Hendrickson also had a hand 
in setting up the department 15 
years ago. He taught the basic 

NATHAN PAYNE/For the Lansing State Journal 

Serving: Fire Chief Ron Byerly (right) will retire from the Hamlin Township Fire Department on Aug. 7. Charles 
Hendrickson will ~ucceed him after retiring as a battalion chief in the Lansing Fire Department. 

firefighter classes to new depart
ment personnel. 

Named Michigan Fire Instruc
tor of the Year in 1997, Hendrick
son is the first certified fire instruc
tor in the township department. 

While Byerly won't actively 
fight fires, John O'Leary, a depart
ment deputy chief, says he will 

play a key role in department op
erations as safety officer. 

"Ron and I met in 1978 when 
my son tossed a rock through 
one of his school bus windows," 
O'Leary said. "We have worked 
together and been friends since." 

O'Leary and Don Galloway, 
also a deputy chief, are hosting a 

party in Byerly's honor Aug. 23. 
Tops on Byerly's list of ac

complishments is creating Safety 
Town in 1987. Byerly's goal is to 
build a permanent home for the 
children's program at the Miller 
Historic Village in Eaton Rapids. 

Contact Sally 'Trout at 377-1040 
or strout(@lsj.com . <::> 
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.J .:~. Rapids. still lacks teacher contract 
' . . 

School begins as. 
stalemate heads 
into second year 

•. · · Bv ADAM EMERSON . 

Lansing State Journal 

ed over critical issues. the board disagree over the 
Earlier this month, board creation of the school year 

members reinstated a long- ·. calendar, prompting the 
standing system that pays board this month to declare 
some teachers up to 6 per- a second impasse. 
cent more as they gain expe- "Nobody's happy about 
rience. The board froze that this - the board or the 
system when it declared an teachers," said Bill Botti, sec
impasse in negotiations in retary of the Eaton Rapids 
May. school board. 

EATON RAPIDS ~ The But the two sides differ Classes for the district's 
district's nearly 200 teachers over an across-the-board nearly 3,300 studen~s 'start 
ar,e starting a second school pay increase and how much Tuesday. Eaton Rapids has 
year without a contract, and · teachers should pay toward . been ·on the Miehigan Ed-

. their union and the Board health insurance. ucath;m Association's criti-
·of Education remain divid- And now, the union and cal list since early June, the 

longest of any mid-Miehi
. gan· district. 

Part of the reason for the 
May impasse was because 
board members didn't think 
they could pay the raises 
because of the district's 
$1.7 million deficit in its 
$24 million budget. Their po
sitfon changed when school 
officials discovered the dis
trict had about $1 million 
more in assets than ~bought. 

While union leaders were 
pleased to have the salary 
structure restored, th«:Y say 

teachers with higher seniori
ty- those who have worked 
in the district for more than 
10 years - would not· re
ceive raises under the board 
resplution. . 

And the two groups are 
at a stalemate over health 
. insurance costs. Since the 
·board declared the first im
passe and put its own plan 
in place, teachers are paying 
$150 a month for health in
suranc~, said Nancy Knight, 
a regional representative for 
the MEA, the state's largest · 

teachers union. · 
"That means that Eaton 

Rapids teachers, in .effect, 
have a salary reduction be
cause they're paying $150 
out-of-pocket that they 
weren't paying last year," 
Knight said. 

Board members. and 
union . officials say· negoti- · 
ations continue. The next 
mediation session is set for 
Sept. 9. 

The union filed a labor 

SEE TEACHERS I Page 2B 

Contract talks 
· The last Eaton Rapids teacher 

contract expired Sept. 1, 20Q2. 
The teachers union and the · 
Board of Education remain 
divided over key issues, such as 
wages, health insurance and 
the calendador the spring 
semester. The next mediation 
session is set for Sept. 9. 

INSIDE 
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• A list of other districts facing •1· 

contract negotiations . ", 

Pagr~ J 8-31-03 :~ 



Potter wizardry 
fills bookstores. 
with excitement 
Eager kids greet long-awaited edition 

BY TRACY BURTON 

Lansing State Journal 

MASON - Stephanie 
Dunsmore leaves for church 
camp Monday, but not with
out one crucial item. 

The Mason 12-year-old 
waited Friday night with 
about 100 others at Bestsellers 
bookstore - and hundreds of 
thousands around the world 
- for the midnight release 
of "Harry Potter and the Or
der of the 
Phoenix." 

"the 
suspense 
w 0 u 1 d 
probably 

. be killing 
me" at 
camp, said 
Stephanie, 

t For a list of local 
Harry Potter 
events, go to 
www.lsj.com 

who was dressed as Harry's 
friend Hermione. 

All .set: Dressed 
as Harry Potter, 
Tanner Hinkle, 8, 
of Mason, 
munches on 
popcorn during 
the Harry Potter 
Party at the 
Bestsellers 
bookstore in 
Mason. He was 
chatting with his 
grandmother, 
Linda Stearns, 
(right) and his 
morn, Arny 
Hinkle 
(off camera). 

The suspense already has 
been painful for fans of 
the young wizard. Demand 
was so wild for the fifth 
book in J.K. Rowling's block
buster series that a record 
8.5 million copies were 
printed in its initial run. 

Retailers are offering 
deep discounts off the 
$29.99 list price. And while 
friends of Harry waited to 
plunk down their cash, Best
sellers and other bookstores 
around mid-Michigan threw 
parties to entertain them. 

Potter fun: Kevin Rocheleau, 9, (left) dressed as "Professor 
Quirrell, and his cousin Grant Rasmussen, 9, attend a Harry 

CHRIS HOLMESJi.ansing State Journal 

Potter party f riday at Bestsellers bookstore in Mason. The 
much anticipated book went on sale just after midnight. 

In Howell, about 30 miles 
east of Lansing, hundreds 
of people came to see how 
more than 25 businesses had 
transformed downtown into 
Potter-ville for the night. 

Doreen Sugierski of 
Pinckney explored with 
daughters Sharla, 7, and Shel-

by, 10, as they waited to buy 
the book. 

'We're going to be fight
ing over it in our house," Sug
ierski said. "I probably won't 
get it until the summer." 

At Schuler's Books and 
Music at Eastwood Towne 
Center, about 650 people -
many in costume - enjoyed 
treats and activities as the 
magical hour approached. 

When it finally arrived, 
the crowd cheered and 
clapped - and the cash reg-

Coming 
Sunday 

t A review of the new Harry 
Potter book "Order of the 
Phoenix." Sunday, Living 

isters started ringing. 
At 870 pages, about one

third longer than the fourth 
Harry Potter book, the story 
will keep young readers busy 
for a while. 

That's just fine with 
8-year-old Natalia Romero 
of Lansing,' who walked 
out of Schuler's shortly af
ter midnight with a giant 
smile on her face and her 
arms wrapped around her 
2.8 pound treasure. 

"It feels good," Natalia said 
"I'm going to read it for the 
whole summer." 

Contact Tracy Burton at 
377-1206 or tburton@lsj.com. 
Staff writer Sue Stock con
tributed to this report. 
1~1'-"'°''""':I 
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the time 
difference, 
bookstores in 
Britain ring 
up the first 
official sales 
of the new 
Harry Potter 
book. 
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E. Rapids prepares for Dam Festival 
Concerts, cruises 
planned for event 
celebrating history 

Bv SALLY Tuour 

Lansing State Journal 

l!ATON. RAPIDS --'- Lansing 
resident Ed Bentley finds him
self the founder and org(Ulizer of 
the first-ever Eaton Rapids Dam 
Festival. 

"It all started very innocently 
and now I'm known as the 'Dam 
Man,'" he said. 

Bentley's festival idea caught 
on and now the Eaton Rapids 
Area Historical Society is finish
ing last-minute details for en
tertainment, displays and build
ing improvements for the event, 
which starts Wednesday and nms . 
through June 22. 

Activities include river boat 
dinner cruises, a Capit~ Citv 
Brnoo. Bnnd concert, the srand 
opening of a Hoy ~tout museum, 
an old car show and more. 

An art collector, Bentley, 56, 
was researching an Eaton Rapids 
artist when he became curious 
about the island community 
ringed by two miles of waterway 
and dams. 

At the turn of the century Ea
ton Rapids had a system of 14 
. dams along the Grand River and 
'Spring Brook. The dams generat
ed electricity for Horner Woolen 
Mills and the community. Today 
three dams remain. ' 
·~Eaton Rapids Dam Festival 

just seemed like something fun, a 
natural for the community and a 
good event for the Historical So
ciety," Bentley said. 

The festival offers some his
tory, fun new things for visitors 
to do and everything from ice 
cream to chicken dinners to eat. 

"We bit off a pretty big chunk 
with this festival and will proba
bly earn a degree in hard knocks, 
but we hope it will become an an
nual event that involves the en
tire community," Historical Soci
ety President Larry Holley said. 

The festival will serve as a so
ciety fund-raiser, with all pro
ceeds going to continue restora
tion of the Miller House, barn 
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How to go to the Dam Festival 
Eaton Rapids' first Dam Festival begins 
Wednesday at the Miller farm complex 
on State Road. Details: 
t Art: Nearly 30 paintings by Eaton 

Rapids artists on display at Miller 
House, 635 State St., 5-8 p.m. 
Wednesday through June 20, and 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. June 21-22. 

•Cruise: Dinner cruises, 4:30 p.m. and 
6:30 p.m. Wednesday through June 20. 

and factory, and the development 
of the historic village. 

The society currently is con
centrating its efforts on a church 
in the historic village. The:: rt:d 
barn has been newly painted with 
its Miller's Dairy Farm No. I let
tering restored. 

The Boy Scout museum is tak
ing shape on the first floor of the 
Miller Creamery and will open 
for the f es ti val. 

Eaton Rapids residents Tom 
Baker and Mike Stahl are build
ing the museum, which will in
clude displays of old uniforms 
and handbooks and eventually 
will off er space for other Scout-

Cost: adults, $19.50; children 12 or 
younger, $9.50. For reservations, call 
663-4712. Hourly cruises June 21-22. 

t Music: Steve Klink Band and Swift 
Kick, early afternoon June 21, Miller 
House parking lot. Capital City Brass 
Band, 2:30 p.m. June 22 under Miller 
House trees. 

t Cars: Collector cars, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
June 21 at Miller House. 

ing organizations. 
"Scouting is big in this area 

and there are a lot of people with 
Scout materials they want to do
nate::," Baker said. "We needed a 
place to . preserve and display 
these items." 

The Historical Society helped 
with some building improve
ments, and Baker and Stahl sal
vaged display cases from the 
University of Michigan and trim 
wood from Camp Northwoods. 

For those who want a souve
nir from the festival, there are 
T-shirts and bottled dam water 
for sale at the Miller farm com
plex and at Wendi's Hallmark 

'/ 

Tea time: Many historical artifacts 
such as this silver cream pitcher, part 
of a tea set owned by the Miller 
family, are on display at the Miller 
House in Eaton Rapids. The house is 
operated by the Historical Society. 

and Miller's Ole Mill Restaurant 
downtown. 

"The 2003 Dam T-shirt is sure 
to be a collectible," Bentley said. 

Contact Sally 1rout at 377-1040 
or strout@lsj.com. 

Museum 
opening 
soon: The 
Miller 
Creamery 
behind the 
Miller House 
in Frttnn 
Rapids will be 
the site ofthe 
first known 
Boy Scout 
Museum in 
Michigan. 
"Scouting is 
big in this 
area and 
there are a 
lot of people 
with Scout 
materials 
they want to 
donate," 
Eaton Rapids 
resiul:!m Tum 
llill<cr :mid. 

NATHAN PAYNE 
For the Lansing 
State Journal 

Memorabilia on display: The Boy 
Scout Museum at the Miller Creamery 
in Eaton Rapids is slated to be finished 
by next week's Dam Festival. 
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Teachers 
file labor. 
complaint 
Eaton Rapids 
board declares 
impasse in talks 

BY KAM RICHARDSON 

Lansing State Journal 

EATON RAPIDS - Dis
trict teachers, working 
without a contract since 
Sept. 1, filed a labor com
plaint with the state last 
week after the school board 
declared an impasse in 
negotiations. 

School board President 

What's next 
t Unless the Eaton Rapids 

school board and district 
teachers negotiate a different 
agreement, teachers will not · 
get a raise next year. Starting 
July l, they will have to pay 
about $150 per month for 
health insurance. 

t The teachers' union filed an 
unfair Jabor practices complaint .. 
against the board with the 
Michigan Employment 
Relations Commission. It could 
be months before the two 
parties appear at hearing 
before the commission. 

John Truba said negoti- fore the school board has a 
·~ations will continue, but heating before the Michi

the board unanimously de- gan Employment Relations 
dared an impasse Wednes- Commission on the unfair 
day because it needed num- labor practices complaint, 
hers to plug into its bud- said Nancy Knight, Michi
get, which must be passed gan Education Association 
by June 30. . . . ·labor· relations consultant~ 

The 3,270-student dis- The teachers had made 
trict faces a $1.7 million an initial off er to take a 
deficit for 2003-2004 - 3 percent ·salary increase 
7 percent of its $24 million. retroactive for .2002-2003 

Declaring an impasse and ' a 3 percent increase 
put the board's offer into for 200'3~2004, she said. 
effect - freezing salaries They were upset be
for the 197 teachers and · cause the board declared 
charging them $150 more an impasse after one for
a month for their current mal contract offer - some
health insurance. The thing she hasn't seen in her 
union contends the board 22 years on the job. 
bargained in bad faith, q.e- "They just said take it or· 
daring an impasse when leave it, and that's not ne
a mediation session was gotiating," Knight said. 
scheduled for June 19. Eaton Rapids is one of 

"It infuriated us," ·said about a dozen Michigan 
Pete Edick, Eaton Rapids school districts on the 
teachers union president. MEA'.s critical list, Knight 

. "Teachers were in tears said. 
about it. It was a big, hard Knight and Truba said . 
slap in the face." 

It could be µionths be- SEE LABOR I Page 28 
. i ~ '\ ' ' - ..., 



Labor: Teachers file complaint 
. . 

CONTINUED FR~M 1B 

· they will attend the June 19 me
. diation session. 

"This doesn't change the fact 
that we still need a contract," 
Truba said .. 

. The district is making teach
ers pay more for health insur
ance because of an 18 percent in

. crease in costs, he said. 
The district will continue to 

pay about $870 per month for 
. each teacher's health insurance, 

Truba said. 
The teachers could vote as a 

union to choose a less expen-

sive plan, he said. 
In addition to the salary freeze, 

the board's plan also stops teach
ers from moving up a step on 
the salary ladder as they gain ex
perience - a move that will cost 
them at least $1,000 a year. 

Eaton Rapids Superintendent 
David Gray recently announced 
he will leave when his contract 
expires in June 2004 because he 
and the board "don't see eye to 
eye." He would not elaborate. 

He did say the board is in a 
tough spot. 
· "The longer negotiations have 

gone on, the worse things have 

gotten with the economy," said-. 
Gray, 58. 

Eaton Rapids parent Eliza, · 
beth Mestelle said she feels for 
the. teachers, but they have fo 
face reality. : 

"I'd like the teachers to bite· 
the bullet and accept it like we 
are;' said Mestelle, whose hus
band likely won't receive a raise 
this year in his state job. 

"It's not just them. It's all 
of us." 

Contact Kara Richardson af, 
267-1301 or krichard@lsj.com;;, 
Staff writer Christine MacDon
ald contributed to this report. 
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Police seek arsonists 
after playground burns 

EATON RAPIDS - Police 
are looking for the person 
or people who set the Play
ground of Dreams on fire. 

Neighbors of the Howe Me
morial Field playground called 
police about 10:15 p.m. Mon
day when they noticed a fire,' 
Eaton Rapids police Lt. Paul 
Malewski said. It appeared to 
have been intentionally set. 

The blaze damaged a sitting 
area of the playground where 
children perform puppet 
shows, Malewski said. It 
caused a few thousand dollars 
in damage, he said. 

Anyone with information is 
asked to call Eaton Rapids po
lice at 663-8118, Ext. 8136 or 
Michigan's arson tip line at 
(800) 44-ARSON. 

LSJ iP-4-D 3 



75-year Scoot 
Letts die·s at 91 
Ex-E. Rapids 
principal was 
devoted to kids 

Paying respects 
t Services for. C. Paul Letts are 

at 2 p.m. Wednesday at 
Shelly-Odell Funeral Home in 
Eaton Rapids. · 

BY TRACY BURTON 
; /~:[_~"'.. . ~ 

sentative said. . ~ 
Lansing State Journal · 

EATON RAPIDS - C. 
Paul Letts of Eaton Rapids 
had one big love in life -
kids. 

He was part of t.he Boy 
Scouts for more than 75 
years, starting out as a 
Scout when he was 15 and 
becoming Eaton Rapids' 
first Eagle Scout in 1929. He . 
also was a scoutmaster for 
years to follow. 

"If I didn't have the kids, 
I don't know what I'd do," 
he told the . Lansing State 
Journal in 1986. 

The former Eaton Rapids 
teacher, principal and Scout 
leader died Saturday at 91. 

Letts had a strong impact 
on eveiy Boy Scout who 
crossed his path, Scouts say. 

"The kids loved him. He 
had so many stories of when 
he was a kid," said Charlie 
Hurd of Eaton Rapids, add
ing that Letts took pride in 
teaching leadership training, 
good citizenship, duties to 
the country and morals. 

"He had a great memo
ry," the Boy Scouts repre-

Randall Jecks II of Ea
ton Rapids ·recalled Letts 1 

attending summer camps 
up until last summer. 

"When he started talk
uig, everybody would just 
quiet and listen to him," said 

Jecks, 21. He 
was like the 
epitome of 
scouting. 
He lived by 
the oath and 
law." 

Letts 
L e t t s 

would bring 
his faded 

green tent from 1933 to 
camp, Jecks said. 

In 1986, part of a camp- . 
ground in Wallaceburg, 
Ontario, was named after 
Letts in recognition of his 
service to the Scouts. 

Letts retired from the for
mer King Street Elementary 
in 1975, but continued vol
unteering to help students. 

"He just enjoyed teach
ing and being with the kids," 
said letts' daughter, Geor
gia Moore of Eaton Rapids. 

Contact Tracy Burton at 
377-~0~ or tl?_urton@~j.com 



Charge: Suspect knew victim '1 

CONTINUED FROM lA 

of Rose and his· distinctive· two- · 
. toned electric blue car. 

"Without the neighbors being 
attentive and their cooperation 
with police, we might still be 
wondering who this person was," 
police Capt. Steve Luciano said. 

Rose's attorney, Ronald Pich
lik, could not be reached for com
ment Monday. 

Investigators still aren't sure 
why Rose killed Mills, Detective 
Sgt. Noel Garcia said. 

Mills was bludgeoned with a 
blunt object, police said. They 
wouldn't say what it was. 

The Mills family knew Rose, 
Garcia said. He lived in their 
neighborhood a few years ago. 
Mills was a retired Otto Middle 
School cafeteria worker who re
cently suffered a stroke. 

Mills' husband, John, declined 
· to comment about the ·case 
Monday. 

Valerie Mills' sister and only 
son found her dead Feb. 20 in her 

home at 236 W Gier St. 
· Two days later, Albion Depart

ment of Public Safety detectives 
questioned and arrested Rose. He 
was a suspect in a Feb.14 burglary 
in that city, Calhoun County Pros
ecutor John Hallacy said. Home 
invasion carries a maximum pen
alty of 15 years in prison. 

Rose also was charged with il
legal possession of prescription 
drugs, Albion Lt. Eric Miller said. 
That carries a p~nalty of up to 
two years in prison. 

Mills was the city's third ho
micide vktim this year. She lived 
a few blocks away from the first 
homidde. victim, 33-year-old Te
hesah Wallace. 

Wallace's boyfriend, ·Aaron 
Daniel Cantley, was charged two 
weeks ago with stabbing her to. 
death in January: Wallace was 
found in her Call Street· home 
about. a week after she died. 
Cantley, who remains in Ingham 
County Jail without bond, is 
scheduled to appear in a prelimi
nary hearing, today. 

What's next 
•Martin Rose will be arraigned on one 

count of murder later this month. Rose 
is in Calhoun County Jail on $5,000 
bond for iln unrelated home invasion 
charge. 

J:he hearing is to determine ' 
whether there's enough evidence 
for a trial: 

"I think people can rest easy 
knowing the first homicide was 
domestic violence-related and 
the accused in (the Mills) case 
has been in custody for some 
time," Dunnings said. 

"There was some concern in 
the northside neighborhoods that 
a random killer was running 
around." 

The city's second homi~ide re
mains unsolved. Teresa Nash, a 
pregnant mother of six, was shot 
to ,death Feb. 9 two blocks from 
her Richmond Street townhouse 
in south Lansing. 

Contact Kara Richardson at 
267-1301 or krichard@lsj.com. 
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Man 
charged 
in Feb. 
slaying 
Suspect knew 
victim, Lansing 
authorities say 

Br KARA RICHARDSON 

Lansing State Journal 

Lansing police said the 
man charged Monday 
with bludgeoning a north

sidegrand
mother to 
d e at h 
knew her. 

Martin 
Franklyn 
Rose,32, is 
charged 

Rose with mur-
der in the 

Feb. 20 slaying of 50-year
old Valerie Mills. 

Rose, who is in Calhoun 
County Jail on an unre
lated burglary charge, will 
be arraigned on the mur
der charge within a month, 
Inghan;i County Prosecutor 
Stuart Dunnings ill said. . 

Investigators said the 
case was tough because 
Rose, who lives in Eaton 
Rapids, left Lansing ·for 
Calhoun County shortly 
after the killing. Howev
er, about 40 people called 
police with tips or to say 
they recognized a sketch 

SEE CHARGE I Page SA 
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E .. Rapids 
may get 
housing 
project 
. City, developer 
wantto build 
affordable units 

BY SALLY TROUT 

Lansing State Journal 

EATON RAPIDS - The 
city and a local developer 
may team up to provide 
more affordable housing. 

Dorian. Lange, major 
shareholder in Spring Brook 
Commons LLC, wants to 
build 40 rental townhouses 

. on the west side, a develop-
ment he estimates will cost 
$4.1 million. 

"If it works, I hope to 
st¥t similar projects in 
other Eaton County com
munities," Lange said. 

A study commissioned 
by Eaton County in 2002 
found a lack of affordable 
housing in the .county, par
ticularly in Eaton Rapids. 

From 1990 to 2000, the 
city's population grew by 
about 13.5 percent, to 5,330 

· residents from 4,695. 
The City Council is ex

pected to vote Monday on 
an ordinance that would 
smooth the way for Lange's 
development, called Spring 
Brook Commons. 

The city would forgive 
Lange~s property taxes but 

. receive a percentage of rent 
revenues. Lange said this· 
charge would equal 4 per
cent of rental income. . 

Lange will save $156,000 
over 15 years with the deal~ 

"This helps makes low
er rents possible," said 
Lange. He doesn't know 
how much he'll charge yet. 

City Manager William 
LeFevere said another ben
efit of the project is that 
dty water and sewer ser
vice capabilities would be 
extended on the west side. 
Lange would pay the es
timated $1 million cost of 
that. . ~ ... " 

Proposed housing 
. Eaton Rapids and a developer 
j may team up to build a 40-unit 
! housing project. 
J 

Council meeting 
The Eaton Rapids City Council is 
expected to consider an 
ordinance that provides 
incentives for an affordable 
housing project. 
•When: 7 p.m. Monday 
•Where: Eaton Rapids City Hall, . 

200 S. Main St. 
•Who: Open to the public. 

. Resident Sondra Olin 
said increasing affordable 
housing is important. 

"My work with Habitat 
for Humanity ·has con

. vinced me, if we can help 
families with housing 
needs, it's what we should 
do," she said. 

Denise Dunn, executive 
director of Housirig Ser
vices for Eaton 

/ 
County, 

sees the need for afford
able housing almost daily. 

The agency helps families 
who earn less than 60 per
cent of the county's median 
income, which is $56,600. 

"We helped 531 house
holds with housing prob
lems last 'year, up 57 over 
those helped in 2001,'' 
Dunn said. ''And the num
bers just keep going up." 

Contact Sally Trout at 
377-1040 or strout@lsj.com . 



Stispect in car chase 
charged with 4 felonies 

CHARLOITE -.A prison 
escapee who police say 

· rammed a utility])ole·arid a 
police cai: during a high-spe'ed 
chase in Eaton Jtapids was ar-
raigned'Friday. . 

James Edward Ledvina, 28, 
.. of Ol'ivet was · 

.charged with · 
· two misde
meanors and 
four felonies, . 

. indudi,ng as
sault with a 
dangerous 

Ledvina weapon, and 
fleeing. and 

eluding police. The.charges 
carry penalties ranging from 
90 days in jail to five years 
iJ.1 prison and fines of up to 
$9,500. . . . 

Police say Ledvina escape'd. 
- · from a Baldwin ffiinimum secu-

rity facility Feb. 8. · 
He !mocked out power in 

· a neighborhood near Holt and 
Waverly rqads .during Thurs-
day's chase: . 

Ledvina, who is in Eaton > 
, . County Jail without bond, is se1 
·. to appe'!I' in Charlotte District 

. Court again at-I p.m. Feb. 24. 
· From staff reports · · 

ii I ;"' \ .') -• C"" r-. ? 



Eaton Rapids chess team earns co-championship 
The Northwestern Knightmares Chess Club of Northwestern 

Elementary in Eaton Rapids competed against 31 other teams in 
the K-3 primary division of the Michigan Team Chess Tourna
ment on Feb. 1 in Spring Lake. 

The Knightmares won four of their five rounds and took co
championship honors alorig with five other Michigan teams .. 

The Knightmares team consisted of Sage. Miller, Jimmy 
Mitchell, Britton Collier and Joey Vanator. Britton took home 
a bronze medal for winning three and one-half games and Jimmy 
~as awarded a silver medal _for winning four and one-half of five 
games. 

The· students are coached by Dwight Blubaugh, a North
western fourth-grade teacher. They will compete Saturday at a 
scholastic team tournament at Everett High School. 

! ~~-j 2.- z..o-c 3 



Schools: Teachers 
help students cope 
CONTINUED FROM IA 

best to respond to students' concerns. 
Sue Hallinan, a fifth-grade teacher 

at Bennett Woods in Okemos, took a 
break from reviewing pre-American 
Revolution test questions to talk about 
the shuttle. 

"History doesn't have to happen 
300 years ago. History happened Sat
urday," Hallman said. "This was a trag
ic history, but nonetheless it will be in 
the books." 

Gary Larsen's environmental sci
ence and biology students at St. Johns 
High School weren't alive when Chal
lenger was lost. 

"It doesn't really affect these kids 
physically. They didn't have debris rain
ing down on them and it wasn't their 
family," said Larsen, who applied for 
NASA'.s teacher in space program in the 
mid-1980s. "It's an emotional experience 
of having seven people die. Astronauts 
are part of our American pride." 

A crisis team was on standby at each 
Lansing school. Such a team is typical
ly used when there's a loss in a child's 
family or when trauma hits a student -

On the Web 
t For more information about talking with 

children on the Columbia shuttle tragedy, visit 
the American Academy of Child and 
Adolescent Psychiatry Web site, 
www.aacaj>.org/ 

or an event like the Sept. ll attacks. 
"We explain to them what loss 

means," said Layla Ahmad, principal 
at North Elementary School in Lan
sing, whose school held a moment of 
silence Monday morning. "You have 
to be able to express your feelings." 

In Eaton Rapids, Adams' students 
may have had more pointed questions: 
Each year, Adams takes a group of 
eighth-graders to the U.S. Space Acad
emy in Huntsville, Ala. So many stu
dents wanted to know from a science 
perspective what happened. 

"They're asking, 'What could've 
went wrong,'" he said. "But they're 
hoping the space program isn't affect
ed by this." 

Contact Adam Emerson at 377-1058 or 
aemerson@lsj.com. Contact Kara Rich
ardson at 267-1301 or krichard@lsj.com. 

WAYNE SCARBERRY /Associated Press 

Dealing with disaster: School counselor Margaret Howlette 
holds Sunday's Richmond Times-Dispatch as she talks with first
graders Monday at Clark Springs Elementary in Richmond, Va.~ 
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Schools confront 
shuttle tragedy 

BY AoAM EMERSON 
AND KARA RICHARDSON 

Lansing State Journal 

Many mid-Michigan schools began Mon
day with a moment of silence for the seven 
astronauts killed aboard space shuttle Co
lumbia, while teachers and administrators 
prepared for students' questions. 

Among them: How could this have 
happened? 

"For my students, it hasn't really sunk 
in yet," said Gerald Adams, an earth and 

. space science teacher at Eaton Rapids Mid
dle School. "The mood is kind of somber 
here. They're kind of numb about the whole 
thing." 

Schools in the area, in . Michigan and 
throughout the nation struggled with yet 
another national tragedy and mulled how 

SEE SCHOOLS I Page SA 
2 <Zot.''.J..-.J_-. .... 



VFW in Eaton Rapids 
planning dedication 

EATON RAPIDS - A dedi
cation ceremony at noon Sat- . 
urday will mark the change in 
a house sponsorship at the Vet
eran of Foreign Wars National 
Home for Children. i; 

The New Hampshire 
George J. Maxfield Post 1772 
and its Ladies Auxiliary as
sumed sponsorship of the for
mer Pennsylvania 4 House, 
built in 1954 and sponsored · 
until 1997 by the Departm.ent 
of Pennsylvania. 

The house, considered un
sponsored 'since 1997, was 
maintained by funds from the 
National Home general oper
ating budget. 

A new plaque will mark 
the house giving credit to 
New Hampshire. Tours of the 
home, the general campus and 
a light buffet also are planned 
as part of the ceremonies. 

For more information on 
the National Home for Chil
dren, call 663-1521 or go to 
www.vfwnationalhome.org. 
From staff reports 
.. ,., . \ .., a _..., 



E. Rapids hopes 
-. - . ' - ~ . .(q 

for ·upscale. restaurant 

. . l 

SALLY ·TROUT/Lansing State Jo~rnal 

Future restaurant site? Dick Freer, a former Eaton Rapids fire chief, stands 
Tuesday in front of the Main Street·flre station In Eaton Rapids. The site, which 
has also housed a bowling alley and grocery store, ·could be~ome a restaurant. .. 

' . ~ 

• 

Old fire station· 
seen as possible 
prime location 

BY SALLY TROUT 

Lansing State Journal 

What's next 
A plan of action fqr the Main Street fire 
station could be on the next Eaton •. .. · 
Rapids City Council meeting agenda. 
t When: 7 p.m. Feb.10. 
t Where: Eaton Rapids City Hall, 200 S. 
· Main St. 

EATON RAPIDS - The search the downtown business district," 
is on for a restaurant to give the he said. . 
city's downtown a boost. Wyckoff has shown four possi
.. The Fire Department moves hie restaurant operators around 
to the new public service build- town and .is encouraged with· 
ing in February, leaving the Main their responses. . 
Street fire station as a possible Another possible site ·is the 
restaurant.site. . · for:mer Home Port Restaurant, 

"This old building's been used which was gutted by fire in 2001. 
for a bowling alley, car dealer- Mooney Eaton Rapids LLC, a de
ship, roller rink and grocery store velopment firm, is nearly finished 
- why not a restaurant?" asked refurbishing the structure .. 
Dick Freer, a retired city firefight- "This work has _taken longer 
er and chief for 25 years. · than expected, but we have some 

Freer wants a special restau- interes't in the restaurant space 
rant downtown. His enthusiasm now," Mooney spokesman Jim 
mir~brs that of other residents Johnston said. 
who. put a "destination restau- The fact that the Home Port 
rant" at .the top· of their wish site is directly 'across from the 
list in a Downtown Development . fire station isn't . a concern for 
Authority survey in 2001. · Wyckoff. 

Don Wyckoff, executive direc- "Most restaurant people wel-
tor of the Eaton Rapids Area come competition," he said .. 
Chamber of Commerce, said the . Eaton RaP.ids City Manager 
goal is ap affordable eatery that's William LeFevere says the city is 
nice enough to attract people just starting to talk about the best" 
from a 30-mile radius. use for the fire station. 

The fire station, located in "I would expect this quilding 
. the 1916 C.M. Hunt building; is to be in use before the year is 

just one site that Wyckoffis show- · out," he said. 
ing off to prospective restaurant "Given the current economic 
owners. . conditions, it is not in the cards 
· ·"The chamber feels.a new res- to give it away." · . 
taurant is key to revitaliZation of Wyckoff plans to keep looking 

Possible 
restaurant sites . 

i~ City's fire statiOn and former 
Home Port Restuarant 

for one or even . two new 
restaurants. 

"The ·goal is to get people · 
downtown and good restaurants 
do it," he said: "With rriore peo
ple, more retail business will 
follow." · · 

The city of Mason is also in the · 
process of getting a new down
town restaurant. 

Mason, through it~ _Downtown 
Development Authority, plans to 
give its old fire station at Jeffer~ 
.son and Oak streets and ·a liquor 
lfcense to a local businessman 
and restaurant operato·r. · 

·They're. planning 'to. spend 
$500,000 to turn ~he building 
into a restaurant known as Mike's 
Ffrehouse Grill. 

Contact Sally 'Trout at 377-1040 
or strout@lsj.com. · · 
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M~sonic .Temple:sold·in ·Eaton RapidS 
Bµyer to. step .aside 
if city, others find··: 

·· $.120 K to pay for it 

· Lansing State Journal.~ 

EATON RAPIDS ~Some gov" 
ernment and community groups 
want to buy the historic Masonic 
Temple, but tJie building alr~ady1 
has been sold. · · · . 
. · Even so, buyer Duane.Ross said 

Friday that if the organizations 
can come up with the $120,000 
to buy the Main Street building, 
he'll step· aside to help make it 
possible. 

"It's not too late for the build
ing to go to someone else," SC}id 
Ross, of Ross &··Associates, the 

. local real estate :tompany that 
· listed the building for sale· and 
then decided to buy it. 

The. eity has expressed inter-
. es~· ir1 the building, but could · · 

have tr~~ble coming up with the 
money. 

"The city .typically is thought 
to have deep pockets for projects 

· like this, but right now there's 
-just a lot of lint ~n 9ur.pockets," 
City Manager William LeFevere 
·said. · 
· · With anticipated revenue-shar
ing cuts. from the state; Eaton 
Rapids is looking for ways to re
duce costs, not add J.:ilOre, LeF~-

'vere said.· · 
Another prospective buyer, the 

· Eaton Rapids Downtown Devel
. opment Authority, ~s ·in similar 
stra~ts, officials said. 

Long history: This sign tells about 
· the Masonic Tem·p1e in downtown 

Eaton ijapids. Some would like the.~ 
building to become a cultur~I center, . 

.·ontheWeb 
t ~ww.eatonrapidsmi.n~t : .· . ' 

... 
. op~ra house .. 

ROBERT KILLIPS/Lansing State Journal-. Jn· 1924; . the Masonic Lo!ige 
Full of potential: The MasonicTemple in downtow~ Eaton Rapids, a Michigah registe.red historic sit~, ·has been ~old · bought the building and added~a 
to Duane Ross of Ross & Associates, the lcical real e~tate company that listed the building for sale and then bought it. " second floor underneath the ex-

.· · · · ' ist~n.g l?ak:ony. · ~.: 
Lai:ry Holl~y. president of the · ley .said. drink and worered ribbons sup~ Many wantto _restore the bu.ilq-

Eaton Rapids Area Historical So- Officials agreed that a commu- ·porting this pledge," historical so-. ing to its.earlier grandeur and se'e 
ciety, sees great potential in the nity-owned building would help· ciety secretary Je<µ1 Kline said. it become a center for Eaton Rap-
building, which could serye as a bring m:ore people downtow·n. . "These men bu.ilt the building for ids activities. · . ,, 
cultural ce.nter downtown. The . Masoriic · building . w,;is their meetings." . . "This ·fits right in with the 

The structure, built in 1878, is. built at a time when hti.ndreds '. A row of red bricks just under . chamber's vision ofreturning ih:e 
known as Red Ribbon Hall. · ·of people came by train to Eaton ·the building's eaves symbolized ~owntown to its glory days," sa:l.i:l 

·. "Th~r~·s just so much we could Rapids each day for the mineral .tliis pledge. · Don Wyckoff, executive· dir~c(or · 
do with the building because of ba'ths;· . The . bi;icks still are visible of the Eaton Rapids Area· Chaq-
its central location, the rive.r fl.oyv- . ."There. was a lot of drinking . today. . ber of Commerce. T 

ing at the back andthe old opera . then and in re;:ictfon to this, a The building also· has. been · Contact Sally Trout at377-J040 
house balcony still. intact," Hol- group· of . men· pledged to not used as a high.school gym and an. 6r strout@lsj.com. _ 
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Eaton Rapids 
wants input on 
gifted program 
Committee to help 
district evaluate, 
improve offerings 

BY JAMES MCCURTIS JR. 

Lansing State Journal . 

. EATON RAPIDS - The Eaton 
Rapids Public Schools district 
is forming an advisory commit
tee to help expand its gifted

system." 
The district will hold a meet

ing at 7 p.m. Wednesday in the 
Greyhound Intermediate School 
Lfbrary. 

\Once the committee is formed, 
it will assess how the gifted and 
talented program works for stu
dents, Schrock said. The commit
tee also will fig.ire out ways· to 
improve it. 

The program now has about 
500 gifted and talented students 
in the 3,200-student district. 
· Gifted and 

------- talented stu-
and talented-stu
dents program. 

The district 
wants to form a 
committee of 
parents, t~achers 
and administra
tors to help of
fer insight about 
more opportuni
ties for gifted 
students. 

"We need to have 
dialogue with par~nts 
about opportunities · 
outside the school 

dents usually 
are identified 
in the fifth 
grade through 
testing or 
teacher ob-
s e .rv at ion, 

system.". · Schrock said. 
Students 

have a series 
of programs, 
which include 
advanced 
math and sci

.. 'We really 
need input from 
the comrnunity," 
said Roger 

Roger Schrock 
deputy superintendent 

for instructional services 

Schrock, the district's deputy 
superintendent for instructional 
services. "We need to have di
alogue with parents about op
portunities outside the school 

ence classes, some of which 
are available at Lansing Commu
nity College and Michigan State 
University. . 

Students who are gifted in the 

• 
BECKY SHINK/Lanslng State Journal 

Learning language: Eaton Rapids Middle School seventh-grader Chelsey Farnum ·al)swers a questioh Wednesday 
afternoon in Jan Young's world-language class. The school district .will hold a meeting next week to form an advisory 
committee to help administrators evaluate its current program for gifted and talented students. Another goal is getting 
suggestions on how to improve the district's offerings, including looking at programs outside the school system. 

arts, such as music or drawing, 
have various seminars they can 
attend, Schrock said. 

The gifted pupils also have ex
tra activities during class such as 
additional research projects. 

Schrock hopes the committee 
. will determine if gifted and tal
ented students should be identi
fied earlier than the fifth grade. 

"Should we start at the third 
grade or the fourth grade, or if 
someone looks precocious in mu
sic in the second grade, should 
we start there?" Schrock said. 

The Lansing School District 
b~gins to identify gifted students 
as early as kindergarten, said 
Mark Rudd, academic talent de
velopJnent coordinator for·· the 
Lansing School District. 

In the second grade, students 
take the Metropolitan Achieve
ment Test, which helps teachers 
and administrators determine a 
student's academic potential. 

Those who excel on the test' 
typically are placed in gifted pro
grams that challenge them. 

"It helps them better reach 

Eaton Rapids 
Public Schools 
t The district will hold a meeting at 
7 p.m. Wednesday in the Greyhound 
Intermediate School Library to select a 
gifted-student advisory committee. 

their academic potential," Rudd 
said. "In a regular class, they tend 
to move through things so quick
ly and they can become bored." 

Contact James. Mccurtis Jr. at 
377-1046 or jmccurtis@lsj.com. 
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Historic house to. get new windows 
Ftind~raiser 'Seeks 
$6,500 to cover 
installation costs . 

. BY SALLY TROUT 

Lansing State Journal 

EATON RAPIDS - New win-
. dows for the Historic Miller 
House remain stacked in the old 
ice cream plant waiting for $6,500 
to .cover installation costs. 

The energy-efficient windows, 
donated by Carefree Window Co. 
of Charlotte, cost about $100 each 
to install. 

"Be a Pane of Light in the Com
munity" is a ne~ fund-raiser that 
the Eaton Rapids Area Historical 
Society hopes will pay for the 
window work. 

It's part of a master plm to 
make the Historic Miller House, 
the Dairy Farm and a planned 
turn-of-the-century village at Ea
ton Rapids' eastern edge into a 
showcase of area hisfory. 

"There's been an explosion 
in ·our membership and interest 
in the past four years," society 
President Larry Holley said. He 
noted that the society started 
with just four members and now 
has SO. 

This year, the group replaced 
the museum's front porch, in
stalled a vintage ice cream bar 
and restrooms in the dairy com
munity room and started to re
create the 1840s Plains Road Bi
ble Church, the first of several 
buildings planned in the Miller 
Historic Village. 

Pews, podium and stage tim
bers from the original church will 
be used in the new church. 

"We even frnmci the rhm:rh'~ 
original kerosene chandelier with 
all ·10 lamps and shades intact," 
said Joyce Howe, the community 
room coordinator. 

While the society often asks 

Miller House Site 1 

Eaton Rapids Area Historical 
Society kicks off its window 
installation fund drive. 

Window campaign 
Eaton Rapids Area Historical Society 
needs money to cover installation costs 
of 65 energy-efficient windows at the 
Historic Miller House. It costs $100 for 
each window. To"help:-
t Checks: Make out to ERAHS and mail 

to 635 State St., Eaton Rapids, Ml 
48827. 

CHRIS HOLMES/Lansing State Journal 

New project: Larry Holley, president of the Eaton Rapids Area Historical Society, peers through a window Monday at 
t Gift: Donations are tax deductible. the Historic Miller House in Eaton Rapids. The society is starting a fund drive to install energy-efficient windows. 

the community for help, it also 
tries to give back. 

There is free space provided 
for the local Hearts and Hands 
food bank operation, Safety Town 
and a Boy Scout Museum now 
underway. · 

An old-style firehouse· is the 
next scheduled village building. 
It will provide permanent space 
for Safety Town, a miniature 
main street where schoolchil
dren learn everything from how 
to cross a street safely to avoid
infi itr::mHers. 

"'These are just a few ways we 
try to· pay back 1!he, community 
for its continuing support," soci
ety Secretary Jean Kline said. 

Kline donated sop hardcover 

copies of her historical novel, 
"Unanswered Letters," to the 
society. 

The book, based on turn-of
the-century life in Eaton Rapids 
and the nation, sells for $20. All 
proceeds go to the organization. 

The society's 2002 operating 
budget was $140,000. Organiza
tion income comes from bake 
sales, holiday' bazaar, festivals,· 
monthly dinners and building 
rentals. · 

Help also comes from the Ea
t1'111 r.11111 ii JI Hi~111rklll Society, 
United Way and interest earned 
from a $50,000 foundation grant 
from the late Rhea Miller. 

Contact Sally Trout at 377-1040 
or strout@lsj.com. 

History: The Historic Miller House in Eaton Rapids is getting new energy-efficient 
windows. The renovation is part of a plan to make the house, Dairy Farm and a 
planned turn-of-the-century village into a showcase of area history. 
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Kids get in touch with nature 
At Northwestern, 
school's woodlands 
are place to study 

Bv CHRIS GOLEMBIEWSKI 

Lansing State Journal 

EATON RAPIDS - Students at 
Northwestern Elementary School 
are learning that the woods sur
rounding their building are full 
of life. 

It soon will be full of students, 
too, who will use new trails and 
an informal hillside amphitheater 
that will be built this year. 

Students, teachers and volun
teers are enhancing the 22-acre 
woodland - now called the Eaton 
Rapids Nature Center - to pro
vide outdoor education for stu
dents and the whole community, 
said Northwestern science teacher 
Cindy Holm, who has taught in the 
woods year-round for 12 years. 

"We're very lucky. Most 
schools don't have all these acres 
to work with. The idea was to 
create a nature center that a lot of 
teachers could use," said Holm, 
project coordinator. 

The school recently won a 
$5,000 state Department of Natu
ral Resources grant. 

The forest stewardship award 
was matched by donations from 
the Parent-Teacher Organization, 
as well as the sale of timber har
vested last year after a windstorm 
blew down two dozen trees, said 
Eaton Rapids Superintendent Da
vid Gray. 

School.board member Bill Bot
ti, a retired forester, has worked 
with Holm on the project for 
several years with the help of 
volunteers. 

A nature center planning com
mittee now includes a teacher 
from each school in Eaton Rap
ids, along with school and city 
administrators. 

The committee plans to hold 
a grand opening sometime in the 
spring. 

Not all workers are parents 
of Northwestern students, Holm 
said. 

The Eaton County Jail's inmate 
work program has provided la
bor to cut trails, clear brush and 
post signs. 

Other workers - more than 
40 - are just interested people. 

~,;·" 
.'' .. 

ROD SANFORD/Lansing State Journal 

Into the woods: Substitute teacher Dave Stralkowski (front) and student-teacher Kate Sutton (center) lead 
Northwestern Elementary School students on a trip Friday in the nature center behind the Eaton Rapids school. The two 
students in front of the line are Miranda Janecke, 7, (left), and Samantha Lambert, 8. 

Eaton Rapids 
Nature Center 
t Trails in the 22·acre woods and 

wetland are located behind North
western Elementary School, 400 
Dexter Road. A grand opening is 
planned for May. 

"There's been a really great 
community response," she said. 

Holm and Botti envision using 
the woods and seasonal wetland 
for everything from science and 
math to social studies and histo
ry projects. 

"The community's history can 
be deduced by looking at the 
kinds and ages of trees," Botti 
said. 

"There are several white oaks 
several hundred years old," he 
said. 

There are indications that the 
area was settled in the early 1800s 
and signs where farming took 
place. 

This winter, Northwestern stu
dents, such as Carol Papachris
tou's second-grade class, are en
joying exploring animal tracks 
while the hardwood forest is blan-

Tracking animals: Student-teacher Kate Sutton (right) leads Northwestern 
Elementary second-graders on a nature trip Friday morning to study animal 
tracks in the nature center behind their school. 

keted in snow. 
"We're studying animal hab

itats and looking for evidence 
of predators and prey," stu
dent-teacher Kate Sutton said 
last week. 

Contact Chris Golembiewski 
at 377-1044 or cgolembi@lsj.com. 
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Helping hands strive tr@ taill@ 
. . ' . . . . . . ' . 
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.. : . . . . .. 

. . .. - : .. . .. , . . . ~ ... _ roQps ... 
.
. A· c· ti'vi·t· 1·es o·f. schoo.ls,. · ages witlr necessities such as toi~ . "It really ·means. so much to 
. . .let paper and fun things such as : . me~· . . . 

b . .• . . . . crossword puzzles. . . . . '. Co-w~rker Linda Hartley of Di~. . us1nesses, groups . . . And: some are helping deployed mondale said she and about 10 
.. ·feflec.t'·afea's supp· o·.· rt· soldiers.' families by volunteering others arf!. ga~hermg .evei:ything: 

. . . to· baby-sit . or do· •household fi:om \,Vet wipes so he ~an keep· 
chores. . . .. . · · clean in the desert to :suckers· so ' . . ' 

BY STACEY RANGE .. · "We haye had·an overwhelming . he. can keep his mouth moist. ~ . 
Lansing Siate;Journal ·response," said 'Karen Szczepan- · · "We care about what's gping on , 

ski; an aide to . state Sen. I Valde . with . the men and women over. 
1 .Th~ 2-year~olds .at a Holt day~ Garcia. The Howell· Republican there and we're just doing olil'. 

· care center pain~ed cards. started a program this week to best to support them," Hartley 
Students. at .. St. Mary School help military families while their said. · · · ; ' ' .. 

-in WilHamston are collecting wet loved ones are away.- : . _ , .. , V~ter~s organizations· and 167 
. · wipes_ and snack foods: . "This has been cal corporations also are ·getting.: 
. And Vicki Williams' mother is beyond 5uccessful . into t.he· act. . . . " 
· baking brow,nies. ·. . HOW so far. I've been on Tom and· Vicki Williams with 

. It seems everyone wants to· TO· ·HE L p the phone all day," the Veterans ofFor~ign Wars, Post 
show support . for .Ameriean t Ways you can· S:l:czepan~ki said. . 3727 in I:Iolt ·are gathering items 
troops. . . . . t t Area . post of- aI).d dop'!-tions to send eight ca,re . 
;: "It doesn't matter whether or ~ass~s ro_o_ps, ·:; fices are ·gearirig · packages to troops in Iraq. . 

. . not you're in favor of the war -;- . their families. up. for a rush on . It costs about . $50 to send a 
the people ov,er there still need · P~ge 4A overseas . deliver- 5-pound p~c],<age to Kuwait, Vicki 

1 our h~lp and support," said Lisa. ies; said Mike Lee,. Williams said. 
Scriver" director of the Child En- spokesman for the Lansing post ··: Workers. at Jackson National . 
richment Center in Holt's United- office.· . Life.Insurance Co.are usingmon~-
Methodist Church. : Such. support is vital to troop . . · · ey they raised through bake sales 

The· 45 children there have. ·morale, said Natfonal Guard Capt. . . . .. BECKY SHINK/Lan:sing State Jo~rnal · this year to buy goodies for 
made pictures and cards to send. Dawn Dancer of the Michigan De- Support: Medical technician Linda Hartley (right) led (In.effort to g(lther:goods ·soldiers. . ·· · 

"Support ·is .not about .politic;s. p'artment of Military and Veter- .. for a care package for receptionist Sue. Piechows~i's son Nicholas, who already ~ · . Maureen Suchyta, a mother of' 
. It's about people:" .. · .. ans Affairs. · has left for Ku~ait. The 'twQ women, .shoyvn Friday, work at the Sparrow three iri Williamston ·is coordi-' 
' Since the war started Wednes- .· •. Dancer, .who served in the first Professional Builqing. . · ·. , . . . . . nating a similar effort'. at St. Mary 
· ~day, organizations acro~s i:µid- ·'Gulfwar·inI991, said mail call of- . , School. · · · · · 

Michigan arid the country. have ··ten is the only bright spot during The support' is just as important . for her son, Z2~ye~-old Marine· . "These men. and women a,re 
. been inundated with calls and ·let- ·the long anq tryiii.g days. , · for the families of loved ones. · Lance Cpl. .Nick PiechowsK.i. . · ri~king their lives for :us;'' Suchy~ 
. · ters from peopie asking how.they · ·''It's so nice to get a letter or · Sue Piechowski of Eaton Rap- . He shipped ·out to. Kuwait dn · ta said. "The least we can do is 
~an help. . . , · . , pac~age when yo'u'r~ 0!-1-t ~.here so . ids.choked up a bit Friday when . Monday: ' : · cough. up 40 cents to send therri 
~ Some are sending letters to far away from home," Dancer said. explaining how her CO•Workers "It's just . so wondei:ful'· th;:i.t some Slim Jims." '.' . 
;tiiake' sure troops get mail from '"It makes y6u feel real good to at a Lansing: ohcologist's office.· they would think of him," _Sue · · ContactStaceyI?.atrgeat377-ll57 
;home .. Some are filling care pack- know the people are 'behiii.d you.". are. putting together a package. Piechowski said. or srange@lsj.co"!; ., .. • · -· 
;..:. · .,,, - · · LSj ·~.-~3-0 "> 



Eaton Rapids renovating its City Hall 
Mayor, council get 
new offices; work 
to be done by Sept. 

Bv SALLY TROUT 

l.ansimr State Journal 

EATON P.APIDS - <;;Jpfi8P= 
hammers fall and dust flies on 
the second floor of City Hall as 
~he secon? phase ,of, Eaton Rap
ids' $3.6 million buildmg program 
gets under way at City Hall. 

When city police recently 
moved to a new $2.6 million Pub
lic Safety Building, it marked the 
start of City Hall renovations 
costing $750,000. Sewer and street 
work costs are expected to cost 
another $250,000. 

"We needed more room," City 
Manager William LeFevere said 
Monday. "Just one example is the 
lack of an office for the mayor, 
whose office now is wherever he 
sits down." 

LeFevere said the $3.6 million 
bond issue will not result in a 
tax increase. Instead, the city will 

GREG DeRUITER/Lansing State Journal 

City Hall project: Art Johnston (left) and Tom Shear of K&D General Contractors of Williamston shovel broken plaster 
. Monday on the second floor of the Eaton Rapids City Hall, which is being renovated. The broken plaster is the result of 
knocking down many old walls. It's part of a $750,000 building improvement project. 

pay rent for the new and updat- will be handicapped accessible. 
ed buildings for 20 yecµ-s until the "The current City Hall space 
bonds are paid off. is very small for the· amount of 

City Hall renovation work is business city staff must take care 
expected to be completed by of and more meeting room will 
September. be welcomed," Gyles said. 

The second floor will be con- The new Public Safety Build-
verted to a City Council Cham- ing also frees up space 
hers with room for 150 visitors, a downtown. 
new elevator, offices for the mayor The Eaton Rapids Fire Depart
and council, city document stor- . ment moved March 15 from its 
age and small meeting rooms. downtown site to the Public Safe-

Marie Gyles, who moved to Ea- ty Building. 
ton Rapids about four months ago, Now the former fire station is 
is a regular City Hall visitor who for sale. 
recently completed the city gov- Councilwoman Valerie Kun
ernment academy classes there. . kel, a listing agent for the fire sta-

Gyles thinks . the community tion, said she has already shown 
will enjoy having the extra room the building four ~imes to pro
in City Hall, especially because it spective buyers. It's priced at 

$175,000. 
"The city hopes whatever go_es · 

into the building will generate 
more foot traffic for ·downtown 
businesses," Kunkel said. 

While the city looks for a buy
er, Fire Chief Roger McNutt and 

Changes: Eaton 
Rapids City Hall 
is being 
renovated. 
Eventually the 
second floor will 
contain the City 
Council 
Chambers, 
offices and 
meeting rooms. · 

his crew of 23 paid-on-call fire
fighters are getting used to their 
new station. 

"We responded to a lightning 
hit on Saturday and everything 
worked just great," McNutt.said. 
"We just love the new building." 

... 
N 

!.. .................... ···---·-.-·• 

Construction work' 
Work is under way on the $750,000 City 
Hall improvement project, which is 
expected to be done in September. 
t Second floor: Tear out interior walls, 

put up modular walls for City Council 
Chambers, offices, storage, install rest 
rooms 

t Elevator: Tear off building front for 
elevator installation in former police 
space 

t First floor: Rearrange general office 
. space, lobby a_rea 

t Building access: Exterior work will 
change front entrance, but access will 
be kept open 

In addition to more office, stor
age and trainiiig room, the truck 
bays now allow firefighters to 
safely roll up fire hoses on top of 
the fire trucks. 

''At the old building there were 
very low ceilings and we always 
had to be careful not to hit our 
heads when storing the hoses," 
McNutt said. 

Contact Sally 'Irqut at 377-1040 
or strout@lsj.com. ..., 

i....S j. 3 -.; 5'"~ O.s 



Eaton Rapids 
schools facing 
$735,000 in cuts 
Accounting error 
blamed for holdup 
in contract talks 

BY JESSI DE LA CRUZ 
AND KARA RICHARDSON 

Lansing State Journal 

EATON RAPIDS 
School district officials 
learned this week that be
cause of an accounting er
ror, they must cut $735,000 
more from the current 
year's budget. 

That comes on top of 
$500,000 the 3,270-student 
district already cut this. 
year. 

The district's teachers 
want the budget picture re
solved so a new contract can 
be agreed upon. More than 
40 picketed at Wednesday's 
school board meeting. 

The 200 members of the 
union have been teaching 
on a four-year contract that 
expired Aug. 31. They've 
been bargaining with the 
district since June. 

'~dministrators are not 
clear on. what the budget 
picture is for this year," 
said Pete Edick, the Eaton 
Rapids teachers union 
president. 

The union is not ready 
to say publicly what it's 

What's next 
•The district's finance 

committee will hold a special 
meeting Monday to discuss 

. cutting the current budget. 

asking for, he said. 
School board President 

John Truba said the board 
wants to show it values 
teachers, but it can't give 
money that's not there. 

"Considering the eco
nomic times, teachers need 
to understand that we are in 
the process of cutting bud
gets and· the negotiations 
are difficult," Truba said. 

District. officials are still 
researching how the ac
counting error occurred, 
board member Joe Chin 
said. 

The district also faces 
a budget deficit of up to 
$1.7 million for the 2003-04 
budget year. 

Proposed cuts to fix that 
include eliminating 16 
teaching positions, elimi
nating some bus routes and 
cutting supply budgets. · 

Superintendent. David 
Gray said the district hopes 
to eliminate the teaching 
jobs through attrition. 

Contact Kara Richard- · 
son at 267-1301 or krichard 
@lsj.com. Contact Jessi De 
La Cruz at 377-1063 or 
}qel_gc,ru@lsj._com. _ _ ... 



And a happy birthday to ... 
Doris Arnold celebrated her lOOth birthday Wednesday. 
An open house was held Saturday in the Annex/McAuley 

Room at St. Lawrence Dimondale Center, where Doris now re
sides. 

Doris and her twin brother, Dale, were born near Fremont, Ind, on 
March 12, 1903, and grew up on a 100-acre farm in Hillsdale County, 
near Reading. Doris' family owned the farm for about 40 years. 

Doris and her late husband, Wayne, went to school together in 
Reading and were married in July 1927. At the time of Wayne's 
death in 1992, the couple had been married for 64 years. . 

Doris and Wayne managed a Western Auto Store in Delta, 
Ohio, before coming to Eaton Rapids in 1947, when they pur
chased their own store. 

From 1947 to 1971, the Arnolds owned and operated the West
ern Auto Store located at 234 S. Main St., which today is occupied 
by Mane Attractions. 

Doris especially enjoyed their years running the store. Children 
of the day remember fondly being encouraged to ride their bikes 
inside the store, much to Doris' delight. 

If you'd like to send a card to Doris, you can send it to her at St. 
Lawrence Dimondale Center, Room 147, 4000 N. Michigan Road, 
qimondale, MI 48821. I.... SJ 3 _1q _0 3 



Famil,jes: Loved .ones anxiously· await news from Jraqi 
.. ~ . . ' ' ' .• ... . . 

CONTINUED FROM lA J . ' . ' \ ... - J) 
., I ·· ~n• fr' 
'I belong to a Manne' ·r·K··r ~ /' >-\ ~t.· t r . ) , 

'/- t\ . {l I. 

on;~!~~lrf~~ Pie:O~!ki , . · ~~> l'' '. . ~_i'- _,/ .i/~ \! . : 
,shares the anxiety, though she's • - . ;'!.:-~-----~. ~I 
trying to hide it. S-"' 

On Wednesday she sent her 
first letter somewhere overseas 

-' ''-

,,;· - ~ 
. \ ... ' ..... 
,..,...,( '" \ h . ·v to er new husband, Marme re- -~· 

servist Nick Piechowski. - \ It had lots of"I love yous" and " 
prayers, along with details of the 
job she started Monday and the 

. · mischief their young dogs were 
causing. She planned to spend 
Thursday night comforting her 
mother-in-law. . 

Not being in contact with her 
· husband, 22, was taking its toll. 

"I am surprised I can work," 
she said during an afternoon 
break from her job as a recep
tionist. "It's very hard" 

The two got married Feb. 25, 
two days after word came that 
Piechowski, a lance corporal, 
would be activated for duty. 

Despite her husband's absence, 
she feels their love is stronger 
now that they are married. 

"I didn't really know how much 
a piece of paper mattered," she 
said, wearing a gold-coated dog tag 
that read "I belong to a Marine." 

"I am so proud of him.'' 

Good-luck charm 
1 When Laingsburg's Matt Miller 
arrives in Iraq, likely today, he'll 
be wearing his grandfather's 1954 
Sexton High School class ring. 

The gold ring is a good-luck 
charm that Miller, a 20-year-old 
Marine, vowed never to take off. 
He made that promise as one 
of the last things he told his 
grandmother as he boarded a bus 
Thursday on his way to ship out 
for the Middle East. 

"He keeps telling us, 'I'm going 
to be OK,"' his grandmother, Judy 
Decker of Williamston, said from 
her winter home in Texas. "But I 
can hear the crack in his voice. 

"I told him, you better bloody 
well come back to me because 
Grandma needs you." 

Miller is like a son to Decker 

. , 

•, 
'\ 

·~,,~~·"· 

CHRIS HOLMES/Lansing State Journal 

News watch: Kathrine and Harold Leek of Lansing hold grandchildren Tre Macklin (from left), David Gilliam and Paris 
Gilliam while watchi1Jg the news. The couple's youngest son, Harold Jr., is a Marine deployed in the Middle East. 

and her husband, Ron. He's the 
couple's oldest grandson and 
lived with them for a time. 

Miller, who 

"There's just so much un
certainty," the Laingsburg wom
an said. "If only I knew where 

my son was and 

er's family. The middle says "Fam
ilies are forever." 

"This is going to be very hard," 
Rudd said. "My mind has just 
been racing." Decker said 

joined the Ma
rines about a 
year ago to bet
ter himself, is 
an expert gun
'ner and will 
likely be on the 
front lines in 
Iraq. He asked 
her to send his 
favorite cookies 
and ."he said 
please wrap 

"Theres just so much 
uncertainty. 'If only .I 
knew wh~re my son 

what was hap
pening to him." 

Rudd's son, Relying on faith, prayer 
Army Capt. GRAND LEDGE- "My heart," 
'Matt Rawlins, . said Diane McNeil, "is always in 
was shipped to my throat." 
Kuwait in early That's because McNeil's son, 
January. She last 21-year-olq Nathan, is a Marine 
heard from him flight mechanic serving some-

was and what was 
happening to him." three weeks where in the Middle East. 

Nancy Rudd ago. "I turn the TV off and on -
As public in- it gets to me after a while," the 

formation offi- Grand Ledge woman said. 
whose son is serving in Kuwait 

them in toilet paper, because I 
may need that, too," Decker said. 

In a fog 
LAINGSBURG- Since the first 

bomb dropped on Baghdad, Nan
cy Rudd has been walking around 
in a fog, on the verge of tears. 

cer for his bat- Although Diane McNeil's fam-· 
talion, Rawlins, 26, is in charge ily and friends have offered sup
of making sure his troops are ac- port, it's still a difficult time, she 
counted for and guiding journal- said. "We're holding on with faith 
ists covering the war. and prayer." 

In between watching news re
ports of the war, Rudd tries to 
calm her nerves by quilting. Now 
she's making a quilt for her broth-

'No news is good news' 
OKEMOS - Nancy Rinek can't 

seem to stop fidgeting. 

Courtesy of Jamie Piechowski 

'So proud': Jamie and Nick Piechowski got married Feb. 25, two days after 
they learned that Nick would be activated for dOty in the Marines. The Eaton 
Rapids man, a lance corporal, is somewhere overseas. 

Last she knew, her son, Marine . five times a day. 
Lance Cpl. Andrew Rinek, was Praym· g 'or sa'ety 
in Camp Bull Rush in Kuwait 11 11 
Now that the war has begun, she Kathrine Leek of Lansing said 
and her husband, Mitch Rinek, family and friends are doing a lot 
are praying for the 20-year-old's of praying. Her son, Harold Leek 
safety and .watching CNN for 'Jr., left Sunday morning with the 
updates. 130 reservists from Charlie Com-

"l'm on edge, but I'm hoping pany in Lansing. "We're holding 
no news is good news," Nancy up pretty good," she said. 
Rinek said. The family is staying tuned 

Andrew Rinek is a radio oper- for any developments in the war. 
ator in an infantry special opera- "We have five television sets on 
tions unit. constantly," she said. 

"If anything happened to him, Regardless of mixed opinions 
I'd see a Marine coming to my about the war, the Leek family 
door," his mother said. stands firmly in their support for 

A few hours into the airstrikes President Bush and the troops. 
Wednesday night,' the couple con- "There's nothing else to do but 
vincedthemselvestoputtheirwor- support,'; she said. , 
ries aside and get some sleep. Be- Leek is especially touched by 
sides, the cable television station the amount of support from fam-
wasn't reporting anything new. ily, friends and co-workers. 

''We talked and decided that Her husband, Harold, is a Gen-
there was ·nothing we could do," eral Motors Corp. electrician. Su
Nancy Rinek said. Regardless, con- pervisors at his Lansing plant said 
centrating on ordinary tasks like a prayer for the troops Thursday 
laundry Thursday was tough. morning. "It means a great deal," 

She has been inundated with she said .. 
supportive phone calls from fam" "It was a prayer that every-
ily, friends and neighbors. thing will be OK over there." 

But Nancy Rinek hasn't had an Staff writers Christine MacDon-
e-mail from her son since March aid, Stacey Range, Sharon Terlep, 
8, when they used to come week- Kara Richardson and 'Ii'acy Bur
ly. She checks her inbox at least ton contributed to this report. 

l-5.) :3-~\-0') 



Area families cope 
with the unknown· 
Loved ones turn 
to news, prayer, 
friends' support · 

LANSING STATE JOURNAL 

Some turned to their tele
visions for any news, while 
others prayed.and sent let
ters with details of home. 

Leo Cowdry spent much 
of his day updating family 
and friends on his 21-year
old son, . who shipped out 
from Lansing on Sunday with 

• · · BATfl - Leo Cowdry's Charlie Company, 1st Battal-
77-year-old mother asked ion, 24th Marine Regiment. 

. the ·question for the third Unfortunatelytherewasn't. 
time during Thursday's much to share. 
phone call: "Have you heard Cowdry isn't sure. where 
from him yet?" his son is. 

"No," he repeated, "bµt "I'd like·to look at a map 
'you'll be one of the first to _and say 'That's where he 
know." is,'" said Cowdry, a 48-year-

For Lance Cpl. Nick Cow- old autoworker froni Bath. 
dry's family and others, "We don't know. That's 
Thursday was an anxious · the hardest part." 
day of waiting and watching 
.the escalating war. 

1 
SE~~~ ta~~ 9} 



.. . . , ... 
. . . . . . . . ~ . . . .. . .. . . 

<·Eaton ·Ra{lids Public<:S:Cht•:Ols 
a story of success ... one child at a time 

T he Eaton Rapids Public School Dis
trict, whose mission is to help all stu

dents become lifelong learners, is located 
approximately 12 miles south of Lansing 
in Eaton County. The Eaton Rapids Public 
School system was formed in 1837. It 
is now a part of what is considered to 
be.one of the fastest growing counties 
in Lower Mic~gan. The 

fully endorsea by the N,orth Central Asso
ciation of Colleges and Schools. 

According to School Superintendent 
David A. Gray, "We take full responsibil
ity for the learning atmosphere and we 
focus on touching lives while we teach 
life's lessons." 

The Superintendent adds that the small 
town setting that Eaton 

District covers approx
imately 120 square 
miles and is part of 
the Eaton Intermediate 
School District. 

Eaton Rapids 
Public Schools 

Rapids offers appeals to 
many parents. "Social
ization of our children 
plays an important role 
in making learners 
ready to be lifelong 
learners, and this com
munity continues to be 
supportive of both the 
socialization and aca-

51 O King Street, . 

Eaton Rapids Public 
Schools currently has 
enrolled approximately 
3,200 students. There 
are three elementary 
schools (Lockwood, 

Eaton Rapids, Ml 48827 

Phone:517-663-8169 
Fax: Sl?-663-2236 
Web: www.erps.k12.mi.us 

Northwestern, and 
Union Street) that house grades K-4. In 
the fall of 2003 the school district will be 
offering all day, every day kindergarten 
classes for the first time. 

The school district is also home to 
Greyhound Intermediate (a facility that 
houses grades 5-6), the Middle School 
(a facility that houses grades 7-8), 
and a Class B, Division II high 
school serving grades 9-12. King Street 
School/Community Education provides 
learning opportunities for the entire 
Eaton Rapids community through child
care, pre-school, high school completion 
and GED programs, along with enrich
ment, recreation and aquatics classes. 

King Street also provides an Alternative 
High School for students in grades 9-12. 

The District employs 206 full and 
part-time teachers. The majority of the 
schools within the District have been 

demic needs of our 
youth." 

A $25 million bond proposal, passed in 
1995, provided for construction of Grey
hound Intermediate, additional class
rooms in each of the elementary 
buiidings, as well as some upgrades to 
the Middle School. Funding also enabled 
a new gym to be built at the high 
school, along with remodeling needs and 
the installation of fiberoptics to enhance 
technological applications. Furthermore, 
this funding was responsible for the exist
ing athletic complex. 

In. the area of academics, Eaton Rapids 
Public Schools excel. MEAP scores, for 
example, consistently are found to be 
above the state's average and outstrip 
those of many schools in mid-Michigan. 
Competency is also an important factor· 
for instructors, and the District is pleased 
to note that its elementary school teachers 
have received Balanced Literacy Training 

the Palm Club share resources 
and information to help keep 

them on schedule and 
informed. 

that focuses collectively 
on reading and writing. In 
addition to an emphasis 
on training, the District 
works diligently to moni
tor its core and non-core 
curriculum to ensure that 
all state standards and 
benchmarks are being 
met. 

·For grades K-4, stu
dents are exposed to a 
curriculum that places 
emphasis on the subject 
areas of reading, lan

Mathew Dennis, left, and Johathan Resler demonstrate some of the 
projects from the Tech Club at Eaton Rapids Middle School. 

guage arts, mathematics, social studies 
and science. Moreover, students at each 
of the elementary buildings attend vocal 
music, physical education and computer 
classes. Whether its fourth-grade camp, 
math-science family night, reading par
ties or a school store, Eaton Rapids 
Public Schools offers some of the 
most stimulating and interactive learning 
opportunities that can be found at the 
K-4 level. 

The District takes pride in its well
maintained physical complex. It has 
approximately 550,000 feet of building 
space, replete with recently upgraded 
lighting fixtures in all buildings. 

It has an award-winning transportation 
department that has consistently been 
cited by the Michigan Department of 

State Police for its 100% bus safety 
inspection record. 

Likewise, the District places an 
emphasis on keeping current in the field 
of technology. Toward that end, 200 new 
computers are acquireq every year. 

A hard-working Board of Education, 
a dedicated Administrative Team, and -

' strong community and business support 
make Eaton Rapids Public Schools a 
great place for kids to learn. 

Eaton Rapids Public Schools is now _ 
accepting Schools of Choice (105/105c) 
applications for the 2003-2004 school 
year. Open to residents of Calhoun, 
Eaton, Ingham and Jackson Intermediate 
School Districts, the deadline for apply
ing is June 12, 2003. In Eaton Rapids 
Public Schools, all kids are all right. 
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Suspect 
in killing 
heads 
to trial 
E. Rapids man 
stands accused 
in fat al beating 

BY KARA RICHARDSON 

. Lansing State Journal 

The man charged with 
bludgeoning a north 
Lansing grandmother to 
death will go to trial. 

After hearing testimo
ny in Martin Rose's pre
liminary hearing May 22 
and Friday, Lansing Dis
trict Judge· Charles Filice 
ruled there was enough 
evidence to move the 
murder case to circuit 
court. No trial date has 
been set.. 

Police 
say Rose, 
32, of 
Eaton Rap
ids beat 
50-year
old Valer
ie Mills to 
deathwith Rose 

. a blunt ob
ject Feb. 20 in her home 
on West Gier Street. 

Mills' sister Robin Gon
zales, who lives across the 
street, testified Friday that 
she saw a blue car she 
didn't recognize outside 
of Mills' home at about 
11 a.m. Feb. 20. 

Then she saw a man 
with a gray hooded sweat 
shirt approach the house. 

Rose had been staying 
with Heather Buffington 
in her home about a mile 
from Valerie Mills' house. 
Buffington testified Friday 

SEE SLAYING I Page28 

What's next 
t Martin Rose will stand trial in 

Ingham County Circuit Court 
on a murder charge in the 
death of Valerie Mills, 50, in 
February. A trial date has not 
been set. 

t Rose faces life in prison if 
convicted. ~ 
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Slaying:· 
Suspect 
ordered to 
stand trial 
CONTINUED FROM 1B 

that Rose returned with her 
blue car at about 11:30 a.m. 
that day, wearing a gray hooded 
sweat shirt. . 

"He just acted normal," Buff
ington said. The next day, she 
said, Rose disappeared. 

"He just 
acted 

Mills' fam
ily declined 
to comment 
Friday. 

Rose was 

norm;11." ~~g~dd w~t~ 
Heather 

Buffington 
suspect's 

acquaintance, talk· 
. ing about 

suspect on the day 
victim died 

March 10 
while in Cal
houn County 
Jail on an un
related bur
glary charge. 

If convict-
ed of murder, 

he faces life in prison. He was 
returned to the Calhoun jail 
on Friday and is held without 
bond. 

Rose's attorney, Kerry Cole, 
declined to comment. 

Contact Kara Richardson at 
267-1301 or krichard@lsj.com. 
___ L SJ s· - 3 / -o 3 
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VFWs 
/ 

hope for 
boost in 
numbers 
Officials seek 
to refill ranks 
from Iraq war 

STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS 

Officials with the Veter
ans of Foreign Wars hope 
Michigan membership is 
boosted by soldiers return
ing from Iraq. . 

Many local posts are 
struggling as more than 
1,000 World War II veterans 
nationwide die each day. 

"We want our posts to 
open our doors to these Iraq 
and Persian Gulf veterans," 
said Rob Weiss, adjutant and 
quartermaster of the state 
VFW. 'We want them to 
come in and be involved." 

The VFW has about 
71,000 members statewide. 
About 425,000 Michigan 
veterans are eligible for 
membership. 

Local posts in De Witt 
and Eaton Rapids both plan 
to make a pitch for mem
bers from the war in Iraq. 

"We need .to have a 
strong VFW to support 
veterans affairs," said Rich
ard Coulon, commander of 
Post 1283 in Eaton Rapids. 
"There would be a tenden
cy to cut the services if 
they weren't there." 

VFW posts often sup-

On the Web 
t Department of Michigan 

Veterans of Foreign Wars: 
www.bu.mvcc.com/vfwmi/ 

port community acdvities 
such as food drives, cele
brations and hospital care. 

Post 1283 has 58 mem
bers from the Eaton Rapids 
area and will send a target
ed mailing to candidates. 

VFW Post 671 in De
Witt also is seeking new 
people to fill the many ser
vice roles they perform. 

"The older members are· 
dying off," said Ron Snyder, 
post commander. "We're 
recruiting all the time." 

The VFW traces its roots 
to an 1899 effort by veter
ans of the Spanish-Ameri
can War and Philippine In
surrection to get benefits. 
It now is working to reach 
out to all veterans. 

That includes newcom
ers from the war. in Iraq 
and those overlooked from 
previous ones, such as 
Vietnam, many of whom 
felt unwelcome when they 
returned to the United 
States. 

Weiss said he's encour
aging longtime members to 
incorporate more activities 
that attract young families 
with children and develop 
relationships with the ne~
est veterans. 
LS j 5· -2) .. --o3 



Academy puts emphasis on Spanish 
Island City students 
find everyday uses 
for second language 

BY HUGH LEACH 

Lansing State Journal 

EATON RAPIDS - Students 
at Island City Academy are find
ing practical uses for the Spanish 
lessons they are learning. 

"My grandparents are from Ni
caragua and don't 1 speak Eng
lish," said fifth-grader Amanda 
Wolfe. "I like being able to talk to 
them." 

James Sheff, also a fifth-grader 
at the charter school, said the 
classes enabled him to be his 
family's translator during a visit 
to Europe last summer. Although 
they didn't visit any Spanish
language countries,; he said, his 
Spanish lessons gave him an un
derstanding of how to communi
cate in other languages and pro
nounce words properly. 

"I loved it," James said. "We 
still used a book to 'get the right 
words, but I said them perfectly." 

While many schools offer for
eign language classes, few put 
such a major emphasis on them -
particularly at the early grade lev
els. At Island City, even the kin
dergartners learn Spanish phras
es to go with their art lessons. 

School administrator Richard 
Huntington said the founders of 
the 7-year-old acadrmy decreed 
a second language would be part 
of the curriculum. 

CHRIS HOLMES/ Lansing State Journal 

Learning game: Meghan Podlewski does a class assignment on the board in Roxanne F.rith's Spanish class at Island 
City Academy in Eaton Rapids. The students were playing a Spanish version of "Hangman," where they had to guess 
the letters that fit in the blank spots. 

The exact language was not 
specified, but, since Spanish is 
spoken by about 20 percent of 
the world's population, it made 
the most sense. Plus, a qualified 
teacher was available. 

Fourth-grader Andrew Vers
traete said his Spanish allows 
him to talk with a neighbor who 
speaks little English. 

·"Not ·many schools offer the 
opportunity to learn another lan-

guage in kindergarten through 
eighth grade," Andrew said. "This 
is a good opportunity." 

Andrew, whose his great
grandparents are from Spain, said 
he knew little more than how to 
count to 10 in Spanish before en
rolling at Island City. · 

Spanish teacher Roxanne Frith 
said teaching a second language 
at the elementary school level 
was an idea that was promoted in 

the 1960s but never took hold. 
"We're seeing more programs 

start to emerge," she said, "but 
they don't get Spanish classes as 
often as our students, which is 
every other day." 

Frith tries to integrate the stu
dents' other lessons into her 
classes. 

When first- and second-grad
ers studied the solar system in 
science, they learned the Spanish 

L <;: \ 

Island City Academy 
t Where: 6421 S. Clinton Trail, Eaton 

Rapids 
t Established: 1996 
t Grades: Kindergarten through eighth 
t Enrollment: 170 this year, 187 enrolled 

for the 2003-04 school year 
t Class sizes: Maximum 24 students 
t Administrator~ Richard H_untington 
t Staff: Fifteen teachers, a librarian, two 

paraprofessionals, an office manager 
and a secretary 

• Information: 663-0111 

terms for planets as well. 
Fifth- and sixth-graders 

learned the Spanish names for 
body parts. 

Wednesday, the fourth- and 
fifth-grade class was playing a 
version of "Hangman" using 
Spanish words. 

"By being exposed to a second 
language early, students will be 
predisposed to be more open to 
learning and becoming fluent in 
a second or third language," Frith 
said. 

The lessons extend to learning 
about Spanish and Mexican he
roes and culture. At the school's 
Christmas concert, some of the 
carols were sung in Spanish. 

"We are becoming a bilingual 
nation," Frith said. 

"In Charlotte, Spartan Motors 
(a builder of specialty vehicles) 
is teaching Spanish to adults so 
they can communicate with their 
Mexican subsidiary." • 

Contact Hugh Leach at 377-ill9 
or hleach@lsj.com. 
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PUBLIC 
SAFETY 
Preliminary hearing 
adjourned until May 

The preliminary hearing for 
a man charged in the slaying 
of 50-year-old Valerie Mills 
was adjourned 
until 9 a.m. 
May22 in 
Lansing Dis
trict Court. 

Martin Rose, 
32, is charged 
with murder in 
Mills' Feb. 20 Rose 
death. 

The preliminary hearing 
will determine if there's 
enough evidence for Rose to 
be tried on a charge of murder. 

Police say Rose bludgeoned 
Mills to death with a blunt 
object. Rose is in the Ingham 
County Jail. 

It:..\ i-/--c; -o 3 



District: Eaton Rapids could tap savings 
CONTINUED FROM 1B 

District officials had begun 
. chipping away at a $500,000 mid
year budget shortfall when they 
discovered the district's debt was 
actually $735,000. 

The shortfall was caused by_ de
clining enrollment, mid-year cuts 
in state aid and an error centered 
around how much money the dis
trict had to pay to its teacher health 
insurance program, Gray said. 

"There was a lack of commtini.
cation," he said. 

District officials thought they 
were protected from higher health 

· care costs under a cap in the 
teachers' old contract; but that 

language expired in August, Gray 
said. School officials. discovered 
how the error was made after hir
ing an independent audito·r . 

Board member William Botti 
said the discovery was discourag
ing but that the district will work 

. through it. 
The 200 members of the teach

ers union have been working under 
a four-year contract that expired 
Aug. 31. They've. been bargaining 
with the district since June. 

Although the district likely will 
use some of its $1.5 million in sav
ings to help cover the $735,000 
shortfall, the school board has re
quested the savings be restored 
durmg the 2003-04 school year, 

Gray said. 
"The concern is' over our fund 

balance," Botti said. "It's perilous
ly low. If we should face a similar 
situation next year, we want to be 
able to deal with it." 

Cuts that will be made this 
spring include $15,000 from cur
riculum department purchases, 
$40,000 on teacher early retire
ment packages and $77,000 on 
employee health insurance if a 
cap can be negotiated, Gray said. 

Budget cuts that will go into 
effect in the fall include cutting 
16 teaching positions, eliminating 
transportation to sporting events 
on the weekends and delaying the 
purchase of buses. 

Gray has said he hopes to 
make the teacher job cuts through 
attrition. 

Parent Elizabeth Mestelle saf d 
she thinks her two daughters will 
·still get a good education despite 
budget cut.s. 

"You can't let up on curricu
lum," ·she said. "I really respect 
the job they are doing." 

Eaton Rapids is one of many 
mid-Michigan districts feeling a 
financial pinch. East Lansing 
schools cut $4.2 million, Okemos 
cut $2.5 million and Lansing 
schools face an up to $9 million 
shortfall for next year. I 

Contact Jessi De La Cruz at • 
377-1063 or jdelacru@lsj.com. 
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E. Rapids 
schools 
planning 
cutbacks 
District faces 
midyear deficit 
of $735,000 

BY JESSI DE LA CRUZ 

Lansing State Journal 

EATON RAPIDS 
School officials will cut 
corners this spring to help 
erase a $735,000 budget 
shortfall with larger cuts 
on the way for the 2003-04 
school year. · 

Eaton 
Rap i d s On the 
Public 
Schools Web 
Superin
tendent 
D a.vi d 
Gray out
lined to 
the school 

t Eaton Rapids 
Public 

. Schools: 
erps.kl2.mi:us 

· board Wednesday night · 
$170,000 in cuts ranging 
from freezing classroom 
supply budgets to em
ploying fewer substitute 
teachers. 

The cuts are a taste of 
what the 3,i70-student dis
trict will experience when 
officials· fill a $1.7 million 
budget shortfall for the 
next school year. Next 
year's cuts account for 
7 perc.ent of tl;ie district's 
$24 million budget. 

"It's discouraging, obvi
ously," Gray said. 

SEE DISTRICT I Page 28 

Budget cuts for 
this spring 
t $40,000 teacher early 

retirement packages 
t $15,000 curriculum 

department purchases 
t $20,000 classroom supply 

budgets districtwide 
t $77,000 health insurance cap 

on what the district will pay, if 
negotiated 

t $3,000 substitute teachers 
t $15,000 possible if the 

district can change the way it 
pays out its early retirement 
packages · 

t Total: $170,000 In savings out 
of a $735,000 budget shortfall 
for this school year . 
l.-S~ <..j -I( -03 



And another happy birthday to ... 
Marie (Leonard) Gyles of Eaton Rapids will celebrate her 

80th birthday on Tuesday. 
Marie began college in 1951, when her children were between 

the ages of 5 and 11. She taught in East Jackson and Leslie school 
districts and retired as an educational consultant from Ingham 
Intermediate School District. 

Her children are Marilyn (Jack) Stenberg, Marlene 
(Michael) Osborn, Leon (Suzy) Gyles, and Lamont (Linda) 
Gyles. She has eight grandchildren and five great-grandchildren. 

Birthday plans include an open house for family and friends 
Sunday at Edgewater Apartments, Eaton Rapids, and a family 

. dinner on Tuesday at the Golden Rose. 1-Sj 4- I I _0 3 
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Eaton Rapids posting 
students' grades online 

' ' . ' 

. ' 

Parents cari track' was covered through technology, Grades· at home 
, . . · grants, Qe s.aid. · '· · 

~. claSSfQQ. ffi p' .fQ. gr·eSS " . .Eighth-qrade· teacher' Ian Page ~Eaton.Rapids Middle School parents , . 
. . . ' . " . sru.d she ·likes .. the new way of. · can check their student's grades·at . · b · · d · home through the district's Web site, ·on. district We. site po~~1~~:~~ii:t'they ·have -i~e~ erps.m.mi.us. • . · 

· , . .. diate' access to .their students' tParents·useapasswordtoaccess.· 
Br JESSI DE LA CRUZ. · .. grade~;'' she said. "I'thirik it keeps · student grades. : . · 

· Lansing Siate Journal . them up. to ~ate on how students . t The program might be expanded to 
: are doing in cfasses." · · . · ·. , the high school and .Gn1yhourid · , ' 

: EATON · RAPIDS - Middle Page said ;the new system also· '. Intermediate School ne/(t year. 
school parents can log on to the· saves time:because grades had. to:. · . . . _ · · 
dis~rict's Web site and~check their be 'calculated by hand each time a. 
children's grades through a re-· gr~de is entered. The new prograin papciing the systeni..to the high 
cently launched program. · calci,tlates the final grade each time schooi and Greyhound· Interme-

Teachers use a software ·pro- a new entry is recorded:· · . diate School this summer. · 
gram to post gradt;s eledronical- Parent Leighann Maksymow~ Eaton Ri!pids is not' the only 
ly and ,parents can c~eck them as ski said she hasn't. used the pro- . district to offer access to grades· at 
often. as they Ii.lee using a 'pass- grani yet, but kriows it will be use- h.oine. Grand Ledge High School 
word through the Parent Intern~t ful in checking her son's grades. . _parents and students can 10g on 
Viewer program. . . "This is helpful because you arid eriter. a persopal ideiitifica-
. The aim of the new' program. don't have 1to.burden the teach- tion number and student-identi

is to maintain better communica- er," she.said. '.. ' .. ' ' fication number' to access their
. tion be~een parents and educa- .Teachers: began using the new· grades and attendance records on . 
. tors on. student progress, Eaton gradip.g sy~tem in mid-February, · the scho9l's Web site: . . 
·_Rapids Middle ·~ch<'>ol Principal D~mbowski said: It took about a. . The progr~ also is offered at 

. Steve.Dembowski said. . . . ·ye.ar to get the program launched;·.·. the district's two middle s:chools, 
~ · ''We. ~ad a lot of Parents·.that. De?lbowski,_is encolu:aging stU- .The sofuyare cost the. district 
. \Vere c·oncerned about their sfu~ · '<;lents to use the· onlin~ grading ·$3,000 to install. .. 

'., 

dents· and, were asking for regular .:-system as well. . . .· . . . Several other area. schools· list 
reports," he· said. "Now _they can . "Sometimes just seeirig it ·in . homework ·assignments . and 
check it every day if they wantto.". black and white helps thell1-'to see classroom w:o.rk · on Web sites. . . . . _ . , . . . . " 

.. ; ·. l(cl)st the district. about $5,000 · if they have a missing a.ss.ignment ' ·such. as East. Lansing, ·okemqs, .. · · . · · : . . . . · . · ' · . . . . BECKY SH INK/Lansing $tat~ Jo~rnal' 
· to launch the program, including . or. as positive reinforcement,. if ; Waverly and Poitlanq schools. · . Mark!ng period: Eaton Rapids Middle School eighth-graae literature.teacher . 
so~?I'e and teacher training, they are d()ing well;" he said. · Contact Jessi De. La CILlf at · ·Marcia Howard uses a computer.grade book that a!lows parents to.check their .. 
·Dembo:wski . said. _The expens~ The district' will' c_o11sider ex- }77-lQ.63: or jdel.acru@lsj.c.om. · .... ~ ~hildren's grades and assignments online. .L s.J l.f -g 1 

-o ·~ _ . .. 
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Sale of planters nets $300 
for school garden project 
E. Rapids students 
sell shoes sprouting · 
flowers for $5 each 

BY ELIZABETH AGUIRRE 

Lansing State Journal 

EATON RAPIDS - Eleven-year 
old Ronney Fox carefully placed 
two red and black soccer cleats 
filled with dirt, and purple and 
white flowers onto a green display. 

Within 20 minutes, a school 
employee handed Fox $5 for one 
of the flower-filled children's size 
13 cleats. 

''They're very colorful and neat 
looking," said Toni Matthews, a 
teacher's aide who works with 
sixth grade at-risk students. "I'm 
gonna get the soccer one because 
my daughter plays soccer." 

Fox volunteered to be in charge 
of raising money for the school
yard garden project at Grey
hound Intermediate School in 
Eaton Rapids. The fund-raiser 
involves selling flowers planted 
into old, repainted and redeco
rated shoes. 

"I like plants and I always want
ed to be a salesman," said Fox, 
who sold planters for an hour ev
ery day last week. "It's fun, and 

e~eryone likes the flowers." 
Money raised will go toward 

the school's gardening project, 
which cares for the gardens in 
and around the school and play
ground equipment. By Friday, stu
dents made more than $300. 

The fund-raiser, along with a 
$2,000 donation from sixth grade 
teacher Beth Marcus, will ensure 
the gardening project continues 
in 2003-04 despite a $1.7 million 
budget cut in the Eaton Rapids 
school district. 

Marcus received the Wal-Mart 
2001-02 Teacher of the Year 
Award and set aside part of the 
$5,000 award for the gardens. 

"I wanted to spend it on some
thing that would benefit the 
school," Marcus said. 

Hastay's Greenhouse in Eaton 
Rapids donated 120 plants and 
faculty donated about 74 shoes 
to be used as planters. Left-over 
planters will be up for sale at a 
meeting Tuesday night for par
ents of incoming fifth-graders. 

The Environmental Club plant
ed the flowers and helped the Art 
Club paint the shoes. The Writ
ers Club wrote an advertisement 
for the fund-raiser. 

Teaching assistants Marta Hare 
and Deb Smith began the garden 
project in 2000 with a butterfly 
garden. It evolved into classroom 

By the numbers 
t $5 is the cost of a planter. 
t Sixty planters were sold between 

Monday and Friday. 
t 74 shoes were donated by faculty 

members. 
t 120 plants were donated by Hastay's 

Greenhouse in Eaton Rapids. 
t 480 students are involved in the 

gardening project at Greyhound 
Intermediate School. 

flower beds with a grant from 
the National Garden Association 
that provided sprinklers, water
ing cans and other tools. 

"It helps the kids because they 
become responsible for the gar
dens," Hare said. "Plus there are 
tie-ins with science, language 
arts, math." 

About 480 students at . the 
school, which houses fifth- and 
sixth- graders, ~e involved in the 
gardening project in some way. 

"We have a. lot more 
involvement with the classrooms 
this year in taking groups 
outside," Smith said. "Our goal 
is to have everything outside, 
interactive and tied in with the 
curriculum." 

Contact Elizabeth Aguirre at 
702-4248 or eaguirre@lansing. 
ga.nnett.com. 

,.., 

BECKY SHINK/Lanslng State Journal 

living shoes: Greyhound Intermediate Students Adam Jaksa (front) and Anna 
Hodges, create shoe planters Thursday. The shoes will be sold to raise money foi 
the schoolyard garden project. The school's 480 students care for and use the 
gardens, including classroom flower beds. The sale has raised $300 so far. : , 
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Group seeks to end Island Park erosion 
Volunteers will sell 
bricks to raise funds 
for retaining wall 

BY JAMES MCCURTIS JR. 
Lansing State Journal 

EATON RAPIDS - A group 
wanting to stop Island Park ero
sion hopes a renewed fund-rais-. 
ing campaign will bring in more 
money to replace a $100,000 re
taining wall. 

In the past 18 months, Friends 
oflsland Park raised about $ll,OOO 
holding a barbecue and relying on 
outright donations from groups 
and individuals. 

In two weeks, the group will 
sell 6,000 bricks for $25 or $50 
each depending on the size, said 
Donald Grimes, an Eaton Rapids 
councilman and park project 
leader. 

If they sell 2,000, the group will 
generate $25,000, Grimes said. 

"Just think how much we will 
raise if we sell all 6,000," he said. 
"Wouldn't that be a blessing?" 

The bricks - which can be 
engraved - will be placed on a 
park path. Proceeds will help. fix 
the crumbling concrete north re
taining wall built in 1973. 

The wall does a poor job keep
ing water from the Grand River 

ROD SANFORD/Lansing State Journal file photo 

More work ahead: Donald Grimes (from left), Josh Gaines, Don Colestock, Kara Stephens and Bud Maxey paint the 
Gazebo on Island Park last summer in Eaton Rapids. Volunteers now hope to replace a retaining wall to stop erosion. 

off the island causing erosion. 
"Many people have picnics 

there, family gatherings there ... 
so it's really important," Grimes 
said. 

About 1,500 feet of the north 
end wall needs to be replaced, 
said Kim Byerly, office manager 
for the city of Eaton Rapids. 

Grimes hopes to begin replac-

ing sections of the wall with vinyl Eaton Rapids has always recog
pylons later this year. The wall· nized," said Longtime Eaton Rap
on the south end of the two-acre ids resident Sue McDaniels. 
park doesn't need replacing but "It just needs to be preserved 
needs some fixing, he said. so other generations can enjoy 

Part of the $100,000 would be it," McDaniels said as she and 
used to repair that wall, Byerly her 4-year-old grandson Jacob fed 
said. u popcorn to ducks. 

"This is definitely a landmark Contact James Mccurtis Jr. at 
and something that everyone in 377-1046 or jmccurtis@lsj.com. 

How to help 
How residents can help build a retaining 
wall at Island Park: 
t Brochures for buying bricks will be 

placed in the Eaton Rapids City Hall 
building at 200 S. Main St. in two 
weeks with donation information. 

t Bricks will cost $25 for a 4-by-8 size 
and $50 for an 8-by-8 size. Those 
wanting to buy bricks now can call Jean 
Warner at 663,3555. 

. t Starting on Monday, April 28, the 
Lions Club in Eaton Rapids and the 
Eaton Rapids Fire Department will 
begin selling raffle tickets. Prizes will 
be announced on July 4. 
LSJ 4 -z.c,, ~o 3 



LIMITED FUNDING SPARKS FIERCE SCHOOL COMPETITION 

Showing respect: Gardening Club members Ryan Bond, 11, (from left) Chris 
Williams, 10, and Eduardo Chora, 11, plant flowers recently in the courtyard of 

ROD SANFORD/Lansing State Journal 

Dwight Rich Middle School in Lansing during· a 21st Century Community Learning 
Centers summer club program. The program is funded through grant money. 

Small districts struggle to stay in the money race 
BY ADAM EMERSON 

Lansing State Journal 

s school budget cuts intensify the 
battle for the $1 billion available in 
vital federal grant money, smaller 
mid-Michigan school districts find 

they can't compete. · 
I Some school adininistrators say 

N S I D E they have neither the time nor the 
•Need far 

exceeds 
availability of 
grant money. 

Page12A 

resources to contend with larger 
and richer districts with grant-writ
ing teams and other advantages. 

Without those grants, educat9rs 
say, students won't get the services 
that enrich their everyday learning 
- from after-school initiatives 

that keep youth out of trouble to literacy 
activities that keep them reading. 

And with budget cuts looming in nearly 
every local district, little is left to pay for 
the services. 

"Grants are critical," said Linda Kent, di
rector of state and federal grant programs 
for the Lansing School District. "But these 
grants require time and attention. It's really 
an intensive process." 

So intensive, in fact; that few schpols can 
spend the weeks required to apply for most 
federal awards. Even if a principal or teach
er can find a way to get the money, it takes 
as much effort to renew the grant when 
the funding stops, or to convince the local 
school board to pay for the programs to 
continue. 

That's a gamble many small-school ad
ministrators are not willing to take, espe
cially if the grant money is used to hire 
teachers. When state budget cuts led to an 
early end last year for a $220,000-a-year lit
eracy grant in Eaton Rapids, staffers hired 
with the money had to be reassigned in the 

SEE GRANTS J Page 12A 
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"You won't 
catch any fish 
if you don't get 
your line into 
the water." 
John Zappala 
community education director, 
Okemos Public Schools 
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LIMITED FUNDING SPARKS COMPETITION 
CONTINUED FROM lA 

3,300-student district. The risks not
withstanding, the money provides op
tions for students and families beyond 
the school's core curriculum - the dif
ference between a reading class-with 
tutors and one without. 

Help is available for smaller school 
. districts - from state technical assis
tance to-intermediate school districts 
that have the means to get the money. 

With those tools, educators say the 
best thing administrators and teachers 
can do is try to find a way to take 
advantage of the grant money available 
- whether it's $5,000 or $500,000. 

"You won't catch any fish if you 
don't get your line into the water," said 
John Zappala, director of community 
education for Okemos Public Schools, 
and one of the district's grant writers. 

Intensive effort 
Kent recently pulled a 3-inch thick 

binder from atop her desk in the 
Lansing schools Administration Build
ing. Its contents made up a single 
1,000-page application for the federal · 

· Reading First grant, a two-year, $2.8 
million award to boost elementary 
reading levels. 

Inside, a heavily re
searched and detailed pro
posal: an audit of what her 
schools already had, of what 
they needed, how the dis
trict would use the money, 
where it would go, who it 
would help, what it would 

· accomplish. ~'We have to 
jump through 
all the hoops, 
so we want 
to make sure 
it's worth the 
effort to 

The process took months. 
"Can you imagine some 

poor principal out in 
Webberville putting this to
gether?" asked Kent, who 
eventually won the grant. 

Kent has a team of two 
writers and a secretary who 

Arts and crafts: Isaiah Trice, 12, makes a macrame plant hanger recently at Lansing's Dwight Rich Middle School during the 21st Century 
Community Learning Centers summer club program. 

' 
pursue them. 
,we don't .. 
want to spend 
a lot of time 
running down 
rabbit trails." 
James Harvey 
superintendent, 
Mason Public Schools 

.. 

manage $43 million in grant Even though the federal No Child 
money on a $280,000 annual Left Behind Act pressures state grant 
budget. reviewers to give equally to all 

Mason Public Schools Su- schools, neither Harvey nor Eaton 
perintendent James Harvey Rapids Superintendent David Gray 
does not. are convinced they'll benefit. -

If Harvey wants a grant, "We have to be very selective to 
he turns to someone in his - what we'll commit ourselves to," Gray 
district who knows more .said. "If that money is taken away -
about the subject. A princi- from you, you've got problems." 
pal or teacher savvy in lit- Wh th ' 
eracy and with extra time, en e moneys gone 
for instance. Gray's concern highlights another 

But there's rarely extra problem for smaller districts -:- what 
time, and there is no guar- to do with a successful, staffed pro-
antee the grant will be · gram when the grant money runs out. 
awarded. In fact, there's He experienced that after Eaton 

· only enough federal grant Rapids Public Schools received the All 
dollars available - roughly Students Achieve Program grant two 
$1 billion each year -'-- for years ago to improve reading. 

half the schools that apply for them, ac- It was a program that was supposed 
cording to the state Education Depart- to get $220,000 a year for three years. 
ment. The money helped the district keep 

Aside from a literacy award that teachers that would have been laid off, 
pushed Mason's grant coffers to more and it enabled Gray to hire a couple 
than $1 million for each of the of extra staffers to help implement the 
2001-02 and 2002-03 school years, the program.· 
3,200-student district typically receives . The money was gone after two 
about $350,000 in grants a year. Ma- years, a casualty of state cuts. Gray, 
son's budget this year is $25 million. who was facing a $1.7 million budget 

"We don't go after a lot of them," shortfall for the coming school year, 
Harvey said. ''We have to jump through had to shuffle those teachers to posi~ 
all the hoops, so we want to make sure tions left open by retirements. Other-
it's worth the effort to pursue them. wise, they would have been laid off. 

"We don't want to spend a lot of "What are you going to do when the 
time running down rabbit trails." grant goes away, particularly in this 

Small-district administrators also day and age oflimited state aid?" Gray 
are reluctant to apply because they asked. · 
believe urban districts, with a higher To prevent those kinds of cuts, state· 
percentage oflow-income families, can Deputy Superintendent Carol Wolen- · 
demonstrate a greater need for help. berg suggests that schools institution-

alize grant programs - absorbing 
them in their general fund if they want 
them to continue. 

Wolenberg admits that it's easier 
for a school district such as Lansing, 
with a $178 million budget, or 
Okemos, with a robust local founda
tion, to do that. 

Harvey in Mason put his literacy 
grant money into teacher training and 
reduced class sizes. His teachers were 
trained by the time the grant expired. 
But because of budget cuts, he had to -
assign those teachers thinly through
out the district, expanding class sizes. 
That decreased the one-on-one read
ing help. 

"Quite often, when the money's 
gone, that element of the program is 
gone," Harvey said. , 

Help available 
So how can smaller schools get 

grant money and keep it? 
They can take advantage of the liai

sons the Education Department sends 
statewide to coach administrators and 
teachers on how to write an effective 
grant proposal, Wolenberg said. 

On the departm"nt's Web site is 
the Michigan Elec_tronic Grant Sys
tem, meant to streamline the appli
cation process by offering an online 
template. Within a couple years, all 
grant applications will be revJewed 
only electronically, Wolenberg said. 

Help also is available from inter- _ 
mediate school districts, countywide 
agencies that offer help to local dis
tricts. They have the resources to ap
ply for grants and disperse the money 

to districts in their region. 
"We try to funnel as much as we can 

to those smaller districts;' said Joyce 
Kennedy, finance director for the Eaton 
Intermediate School District. 

Teachers also can take advantage of 
smaller grants - government or pri
vate. But administrators warn teachers 
to watch this practice, in part because 
it's hard to keep track of the money. ' 

They also risk winning some pri
vate grants while missing the fine 
print that obligates them to buy other 
products and services, Kent said. -

"It's helpful and dangerous at the 
same time," she said. 

Some administrators, such as Eaton 
Rapids' Gray, recommend adding state 
grant money to the per-pupil allow
ance. Each school receives a minimum 
$6,700 per pupil. If that figure increas
es, schools could add an enrichment 
program without writfug a grant pro
posal, and could better plan with mon
ey that's protected by the Legislature, 
Gray contends. 

Local foundations can raise money 
for schools, too. In June, the Okemos 
Schools Foundation gave the local 
school board $236,000 to keep the dis
trict's fifth-grade strings program, as 
well as arts and guidance programs. 

The key is to keep searching for 
a solution, said Janet Yachim, grants 
supervisor for the Ingham Intermedi
ate School District. 

"If you want to run a program that 
is outside the three R's, that's what it's 
amounting to," she said. 

Contact Adam Emerson at 377-1058 
or aemerson@lsj.com. 

www.lsj.com 

Give me a beat: 
Michael Larkins, 
13, works on his 
drumming · 
recently with the 
rest of the drum 
line during music 
class organized 
through a 
summer program 
paid for with 
grant money at 
Dwight Rich 
Middle School in 
Lansing. 
ROD SANFORD 
Lansing State Journal 

Types of 
grants 
The Michigan Department of 
Education lists more than 120 
federal, state and private or 
nonprofit grants in its directory. 
Some are available just for public 
school districts, others for charter 
schools, and many for all. Below is· 
a sample of three grants, from 
funds for districts asa whole to 
money to help teachers inside.and 
outside the classroom. For a full 
listing, visit the Department of 
Education's Web site at . 
www.michigan.gov/mde. 

Title: Early Reading First 
• Subject: Literacy 
• Grantor: U.S. Department of 

Education 
• Amount: Estimated $75 million 

for 17 to 250 awards of 
. $300,000'. $1.5 million per year 
• Who's eligible: Local school 

districts and charter schools 
• Competitive: Yes 
• Purpose: Federal funds to 

transform existing early 
education programs into centers 
that provide high-quality, early 
education to young children, 
especially those from low-

. income families. The overall 
purpose is to prepare young 
children to enter kindergarten 
with the necessary language, 
cognitive and early reading skills 
to prevent reading difficulties 
and ensure school success. 

•Application method: Applica
tion information is available 
online at www.ed.gov/ 

_ offices/OESE/earlyreading/ 
index.html. -

Title: Phillip E. Runkel 
Grant 
• Subject: Leadership 
• Grantor: UBS Paine Webber Inc. 

in partnership with the Michigan 
Foundation for Educational 
Leadership 

• Amount: $5,000 
•Who's eligible: K-12 public 
. school districts 

• • Competitive: Yes 
• Purpose: Private funds to 

benefit Michigan's school 
districts through the leadership 
initiatives of their boards of 
education. 

• Application method: Applica
tion information is available 
online at www.masb.org/ 
page.dm/167. 

Title: Teaching Tolerance 
•Subject: Tolerance , 
• Grantor: Southern Poverty Law 

Center 
• Amount: Up to $2,000 per grant 
• Eligible: K-12 educators, 

community organizations and 
churches 

• Competitive: Yes 
• Purpose: Private funds to K-12 

educators for developing and 
implementing anti-bias projects 

· in classrooms, schools and -
communities. 

• Application method: Applica
tion information is available 
online at www.tolerance.org/ 
teach/expand/gra/index.jsp. 

~. App,,-1·n g f o· ,. a g rant Each grant is unique, but any school or ~chool di~trict seeking one _typically follows. a_ basic ~tructure w~en applying. The follo~ing is a step-~y-~ep process showin~ 
, . how to apply for grant money. For more mformat1on about developing a proposal, v1s1t the state Education Deparbnent's Web site at www.mich1gan.gov/mde. -
' - . 

l. Planning and proposing: 
A school or school district 

, determines what program is 
needed and researches which 
grant would best develop it. 
Administrators, teachers or grant 
writers then develop a proposal 
explaining why the grant is 

' - rieeded, an intensive 
process that could take weeks. 

2. Review: 
For a state grant, or for a federal 
grant channeled through the state, 
a team in the state Education 
Department reads each request 
and decides who gets the money. 
In a typical school year, there's 
only enough money for half of the 
organizations that apply. 

3.Award: 
The grant is awarded. 
The school or district 
that receives the money 
must use it exactly the 
way it promised to use it. 

4. Audit: 
The school or district 
must keep a detailed 
audit of how the money 
is spent. 

5. Proof: 
The school or district 
_must show the grant was 

· effective. If it can, and 
the grant can be 
continued, it might 
receive more money. 

6. More money: 
If the grant isn't , 
continued, the school or 
district has to fold the 
program into its general 
fund or ask its school 
board to pay for it if it 
wants to keep the 
program running. 

'Schools' needs exceed availability off ederal grant money . 
'.More organizations 
:are competing for · 
limited federal funds 
.-

BY ADAM EMERSON 

' · Lansing State Journal 
,-
! Applications for after-school 
'.grants exceed the amount of fed
. era! money available by nearly 
'10 times, making it difficult for 
:schools to start the programs de
;signed to keep kids ol!-t of trouble. 
, . The U.S. Education Depart
;ment last year ·made the. after
·school grants - called 21st Cen
:~ Community .Learning Cen-

ters - available to more than 
just schools. School districts and 
charter schools now are vying for 
the money with private and faith
based organizations. 

Last year, about 100 school 
groups arid other organizations in 
Michigan wanted $94 million in 
federal after-school money, far ex
ceeding the $11.1 million that was 
available for state programs, ac
cording to the Michigan Educa
tion Department. The money was 
awll!'ded to 13 groups. This year, 
24 groups received $13 million. 

"Everybody's relying more on 
the federal government, and 
there's a limited pool of federal 
dollars,'' said Carol Wolenberg, 
Education Department deputy 

21st Century Community Learning Centers federal studies that show they 
don't improve academic perfor
mance. Congressional support 
for the programs protected them 
from the cuts. 

•The centers are designed to bring academics, athletics and enrichment activities 
to children mostly in low-performing schools. 

•Enhancing an academic "power hour" can include youth development activities, 
drug and violence prevention programs, technology education, art, music and
recreation programs, counseling and character education. 

Melinda Sandford, coordinator 
for the after-school program at 
Dwight Rich Middle School, arc t Recently, 24 school and community groups received $13 million in after-school 

money. None are in the Lansing area. Groups are set to compete for the money 
again in the spring. 

· gues that the programs do benefit 
students· scholastically. 

superintendent. 
In recent years, the 17,300-stu

dent Lansing School District won 
more than $2.6 million in grant 
money for after-school programs 
at 11 elementary and middle 
schools. The grants run for a to
tal of six years. 

Administrators applied for, but 

They are enhanced with an ac~ 
failed to get, nearly $1 million ademic "power hour,'' which may 
more to place those programs at include time for tutoring . 
five more elementary schools last "Our focus is improving atten
year. Schools that demonstrated dance and test scores," Sandford 
a greater need won the money. said. Attendance ;nnong students 

President Bush this year pro- will improve "if we get them in the 
posed CU:tting funding for after- morning and keep them there:' 
school programs from $1 billion . Contact Adam Emerson at 
to $600 million after re:viewing 377-1058 or aemerson@lsj.com. 

"Everybody's 
relying more on 

the federal 
government, 
and there's a 
limited pool 
of federal 
dollars." 

Carol Wolenberg 
deputy superintendent, 

Michigan Department of Education 


