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Lansing State Journal 

Reappointments to 
be recommended 

• j 

' 

EATON RAPIDS - Mayor Don
ald Colestock will recommend ap
proval of several reappointments to 
city boards and the planning com
mission at the 7 p.m. Monday City 
Council meeting. 

Marty Backof~n, Robert Tubbs 
and Joseph Bennett are all recom
mended for three-year terms on the 
Eaton Rapids Building Board of 
Appeals. 

Nominees for three-year terms 
on the city Mechanical Board of Ap
peals include Alma Stahl and Ver
lon Graham. 

Eaton Rapids Planning Commis
sion reappointments for three-year 
terms are Willard Maxey, Roger 
Bullock and Jeremy Whittum. 
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Taylor: Father chronicles 
his. son's brave struggle 
Continued FROM 1 E 

"Prayer for Taylor" in the 
Schraugers' Jlying room. It is on his 
"Freedom" CD. 
· Brian Schrauger's brother, the Rev. 
Larry. Schrauger of Oneida Gospel 
Church in Grand Ledge, has shared 
the book with another family who 
had a child suffering from cancer. 

"There have been lots of families 
that have lost children, and most 
publishers don't' have books about 
people who have lost kids to can
cer," Larry Schrauger said. "These 
e-mails were helping all of us .... 
Brian gave everybody permission 
to have an open dialogue with the 
whole family." 

Brian Schrauger, now 46, grew 
up in Eaton Rapids, graduating in 
the class of 1973. His father, Grant, 
was a church pastor; his mom, Lois,. 
worked at Ingham Regional Medi
cal Center. His brother Cliff also 
is inthe ministry; he's an associate 

· pastor at a Pontiac church. 
Schrauger attended Bryan Col

lege, a small liberal arts college 
in Tennessee;· then spent a year 
working in Lansing before attend
ing Dallas Theological Seminary. 
While there, he married the former 
Debbie Belon, a Lansing native. He 
graduated from the seminary and 
promptly started a career in busi
ness. 

The Schraugers lived in Dallas 
for more than 20 years, making 
trips to mid-Michigan to visit fam
ily and friends as often as possible. 
The family grew to include Chris
topher, now 16, and Jonathan, 8. 
Taylor was the middle child, 1 and 
would have been 13 now. 

Four-ai].d-a-half years ago, the 
Schraugers moved . to suburban 
Nashville, Tenn., so Brian could· 
pursue a business opportunity. It 
didn't take long after they arrived 

' to find out that the business was 
in serious trouble and could not be 
salvaged. I 

That problem paled beside the 
ordeal that began at home as Tay
lor's increasingly common leg pains · 
turned into a limp. X-rays revealed 
a pelvic tumor the size of a small 
melon. It was an osteosarcoma, a 
particUlarly nasty bone cancer. Doc
tors decided to try to shrink the tu
mor with chemotherapy before at
tempting surgery. 

. When Taylor·'s.hair started.com
mg out, 'fus p'arents helped hiin 
shave his head. His dad shaved his 
head, too, and they became what 
they called "MIB'' - "men in bald
ness" - after. a favorite movie, 
"Men in Black." 

Excerpt from 'Walking Taylor Home' 
Friday, December 3, 1999 

Worry is a well-known wormy parasite living in my gut. I'm also stub
born, slow. But with baby steps and often falling down, I'm learning to 
expect manna from heaven in exact accordance with our needs. 

Faith is such a difficult thing. But in the end the discomfort of 
trusting God is nothing compared with gut-wrenching spasms of 
worry. ·· 

If only I could remember this ... 
· Meanwhile, twice a day Taylor holds his glass up high, says 
"Cheers!" and tt.len gulps down his three-hundred-dollar drink. After 
full~body shudders from the taste, he practices a qrunken Bing 
Crosby rendition of "White Christmas." . , 

He also insists the only thing he really wants for Christmas is 
a gym-style punching bag. In lieu of Dad holding pillows while he 
kicks and hits .... I'm certain Santa will get him exactly what he 
wants. 

Brian 

Debbie's tool for dealing with 
her son's illness was the tele
phone. She called around the coun
try, giving friends and. relatives 
updates and asking for prayer. 
Her husband looked for his own 
way to express the family's ordeal. 
Schrauger studied up on the dis
E!ase so. he could ask. the doctors 
useful questions. 

"One thing I could do was act 
as a liaison between Taylor and 
his caregivers," Schrauger said. He 
and his son established a tradition 
of going out to eat whenever bad 
medical news arrived. . 

He· also began sharing his son's 
story in e-mails to family and 
friends around the world. 

"It was very good for me t.9 write 
duwn what was going on in Taylor's 
life, send it out and ask people to 
pray, requesting from the very be
ginning that the No. 1 thing I want
ed them to pray for was his spirit," 
Schrauger said. . 

Surgery removed the tumor as 
well as Taylor's left leg. Taylor 
adapted quickly, climbing trees, ca
noeing and dumping his wheelchair 
for crutches as often as possible. 

As Taylor learned to live with hi·s 
disability, tumors were discovered 
in his lungs. As doctors . huddled 
to discuss ways to attack those tu-. 
mors, Taylor's family rallied around 
him. They had a prayer session in 
their home and took a trip to North 
Qaroli,na ·by p~va~ jet. to vi!>it a 
faith healer. · 

Slowly, the Schraugers began to 
realize and accept that Taylor's dis
ease would be fatal: Brian made no 
pretense of hiding his anger. 

"He struggles, he wrestles with 

God," his brother Larry said. "A lot 
of people think it isn't right to do 
that, but he wrestles out loud in the 
book." 

Schrauger came to identify with 
God as a fellow father of a wounded 
son. He asked others to pray for his 
son's spirit rather than merely ask
ing God to heal his body. · 

"That is the miracle of his life, 
and that was the answer to the 
prayer that we received," Schrauger 
said. "The miracle didn't look like 
what all of us wanted it to look 
'like." 

Taylor died at home early in the 
morning on May 31, 2000, with his 
parents and brother Christopher at 
his side. . 

It didn't take long for Schrauger 
to start putting the e-mails togeth
er into a book form, hoping that 
it would help others who struggle 
·with cancer or with faith.issues. 

"This is not a book about post
death grief," Schrauger said. "It's all 
of the profound things that he and 
I learned as a father-son. I think 
they are universal truths for people 
who are struggling with faith and 
God issues." 

The battle may be the very thing 
·that draws Schrauger away from 
the secular world ofbusiness, where 
he still works. 

"When I went to seminary, I re'
ally didn't .want to be a pastor ... 
but I do like to teach and speak," he 

. said. ''Now that we've been through 
. this ordealt.. I am interested in get
ting back. to si}aking and writing. 
It does feel like a calling now .. " 

Contact Ka(hleen Lavey at 
377-1251 or klavey@lsJ.co,m. · 
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By sharing his '-son's 
story, a fath~r reveals 
success amid struggle 

By Kathleen Lavey 
Lansing State Journal 

Two weeks before his 
10th birthday, Taylor 
Schrauger was diag

nosed with cancer. 
A huge, rare tumor had 

invaded his pelvis, pressing 
on bones and organs. 

Despite surgery, chemo
therapy, a positive attitude 
and prayers from friends 
and relatives in Lansing 
and across the country, 
Taylor died two years later 
in May 2000. 

There was no miracle 
healing, but there was a 
miracle nonetheless, his fa
ther says. 

"He suffered incredibly 
and went through it with 
wit and zeal,'' said Brian 
Schrauger, an Eaton Rapids 
native now living in Tennes~ 
see. "He had this unstoppa
ble spirit that never denied 
any of the suffering that he 
was in but chose to focus on 
life and fun instead of the 
suffering. To "me, that's a far 
greater miracle than if he 
had been cured of the can
cer or even grown a new left 
leg." 

Taylor's battle against 
cancer ended his life but 
gave birth to something 
else: "Walking Taylor 
Home." 

In the book, released this 
month by the W Publishing 

Group, Brian Schrauger ex- -
pands on e-mails he sent to 
friends and relatives giving 
updates and trying to make 
sense of his son's ordeal. 

Readers meet a boy who 
loves computers and squirt 
guns and jumping on the 
trampoline. They meet a 
boy who memorizes jokes to 
tell after his leg is amputat
ed - "Now I should be able 
to get a really good deal 
on shoes. At least 50 per
cent off." A boy who fears 
not the end of his own life 
but its effect on his father; 
mother, Debbie; and broth
ers, Christopher and Jona
than. 

"He always wanted to be 
a dad,'' Schrauger recalled. 
''Well, of course, he never in 
this life got that opportuni
ty. But when he and I were 

· nearing the end of his life 
and we were talking about 
it, I said 'Buddy, any time 
anyone remembers your life 
and turns to God for help 
and in faith, you will be
come a daddy."' 

Former baseball pitcher 
and cancer survivor Dave 
Dravecky endorses the book 
as "an honest, stirring, un
forgettable story that ends 
with joy and hope." Chris
tian recording artist Mi
chael W. Smith, a family 
friend, wrote the song 

' 

Schrauger family photo 

The Schrauger family: Christopher, Taylor, Brian, Debbie, Jonathan and Dempsey the dog pose for a photo before Taylor's death. 

"Last weekend my family went with my friend to Rock 
Island State Park. There's a river there with lots of huge 
boulders to climb on. Mom thought I couldn't do it. Boy, 

was she surprised! I blew her away! I climbed all over 
the boulders and ended up taking the hardest path to a 

waterfall! Dad ·could hardly keep up. He said I was like a 
little rock crab-which I was!" 

Taylor Schrauger 
excerpt from "Walking Taylor Home" 

To read 
•"Walking Tqylor Home," 
by Brian Schrauger 
• W Publishing Group, 
$18.99 



Events mark National Day of Service 

Helping out: Sara Ballard, an AARP volunteer, helps to set up 
the Santa Shop at the VFW National Home in Eaton Rapids. 

CHRIS HOLMES/Lansing State Journal 

AARP volunteers and staff fro{ll the Lansing office hung lights 
and ornaments Thursday at the home. 

AARP volunteers brighten holidays 
Eaton Rapids' VFW 
home one recipient · 
of members' caring 

By Hugh Leach 
Lansing State Journal 

The holiday season at the 
VFW National Home near Ea
ton Rapids will be a bit bright- . 
er this year, thanks to AARP 
volunteers and staff. 

Several members of the na
tional organization for people 
50 and older and staff from the 
state office in Lansing strung 
lights and hung ornaments 
Thursday at the home. 

The effort was part of AARP's 
National Day of Service, an 
event to encourage members to 
become more involved in com
munity service. Four events 
took place in mid-Michigan. 

"Our staff can do the basic 
things that are needed, but we 
don't have time for some of 
the extra things volunteers can 
do," said Liz Dyste-Bales, ac
tivities coordinator at the home 
for children and grandchildren· 
of VFW and Ladies Auxiliary 
members. 

Jack VanCourt, 74, of Grand 

Tree trimmers: AARP member Fred Lawless (left) and AARP 
volunteer Careena Eggleston decorate the Christmas tree at the 
VFW home's Santa Shop. 

Ledge was unpacking orna
ments to hang on the Christ
mas tree in the Santa Shop, 
where youngsters could spend 
credits earned from communi
ty service on gifts for family 
and friends. 

"I like being with other pea: 
ple," he said. "And I think 
volunteering helps me stay 
healthy. I see too many retirees 
who sit and do nothing who die 
in three or four years." 

National AARP Board mem
ber Kenneth Smith said there 

are many opportunities for 
AARP members to do volun
teer work in areas matched to 
their skills and interests. 

"People develop a lifetime of 
skills and they shouldn't just 
put them on a shelf when they 
retire," he said. 

A.ARP volunteers also spent 
time Thursday working with 
the Help One Student to Suc
ceed (HOSTS) program at Lan
sing's Grand River Elementa
ry School, working with senior 
citizens at the Intergeneration-

L Sj ,.,_,_,,.,1 

To help 
•AARP members inter
ested in volunteering in 
their communities may call 
the state AARP office, 
482-2772. 
•AARP has more than 35 
million· members nationally 
and 1.5 million members in 
Michigan. More than 30,000 
members live in Ingham 
County. 

al Community Center in De
Witt and sorting food for home
less shelters and soup kitchens 
at the Red Cross Food Distri
bution Center in Lansing. 

Joy Abbott, literacy teacher 
at Grand River Elementary, 
said the student mentoring 
program would not be possible 
without volunteers. 

Felicia Wruison, anAARP staff 
member getting her first taste of 
helping students improve their 
reading skills, said the experi
ence was a positive one. 

"This was a one-day pro
gram, but I intend to continue 
with it," she said. 

Contact Hugh Leach at 
377-1119 or hleach@lsj.com. 



Public safety 
ltan charged with 
ehicular homicide 
CHARLOTIE - An Eaton 

W.pids man was charged 
iVednesday with vehicular man
ilaughter. 

Jno Perry Kimbler, 18, faces 
lp to 15 years 
.n prison if con
victed in the 
death of Neil 
Grover, 16. Gro
ver died Nov. 23 
after police say 
he tried to re
trieve a small 
bag of mari
juana taken by Kimbler 
Kimbler. Grover was hangin~ 
out a window of Kimbler's cai 
when Kimbler accelerated, po 

1 lice said. Grover died after hi1 
lbody slammed into a tree. 

Kimbler was in Eaton Coun 
ty Jail on a bond of $50,000. H 
has a preliminary exam Dec.14 
when a judge will decide if h 
will stand trial. He also wa 
charged in Eaton County Dii 
trict Court with driving on a sm 
pended license, a misdemeanor 

LS .J I.< -t,, - Qf __ _ 



Eaton Kap1as woman earns Kea Lross nonor 
Cynthia Richmond, controller/director of administrative services 

for the American Red Cross Mid-Michigan Chapter, 
has been named a 2001 Presidential Scholar by the 
American National Red Cross. 

The Presidential Scholars Program is part of the 
Red Cross' Agenda for Diversity. It recognizes paid and 
volunteer women and minority staff members in mid
management positions who have demonstrated leader
ship development and potential. 

She was one of 127 applicants, and one of 10 select
ed nationwide. The scholars must complete an initial 
development plan and attend the Presidential Scholars Richmond 
Institute in Washington, D.C. 

Cynthia earned her associate's degree in accounting from Davenport 
College and joined the local chapter's accounts receivable and payroll 
department in 1990. 

During her tenure with the mid-Michigan chapter, her responsibili
ties have included information and computer networking, human re
source functions and fund-raising for the organization. 

ri ~m+.hii:. ~ o 1:1 Y"l'..\O;rlo nf nfVofnn RDnirl~ I 1- ,,....._ r 



Eaton Rapids to host zoo light show 
:ity's leaders to greet 
risitors; high school 
>and, singers to perform 

By Sally Trout 
Lansing State Journal 

EATON RAPIDS - Eaton Rapids 
wades the animal kingdom Satur
.ay when the city plays host to Won
.erland of Lights at Potter Park Zoo. 

Coming by bus and carloads, city 
fficials will greet zoo visitors at the 
;ate. The EatonRapids High School 
1and and high school vocal groups 
vill be on hand to entertain the 
mndreds of people expected to en
oy the spectacle. 

The city also held a night at the 
;oo last year for the first time. 

"We expect at least 2,500 to at
end this year," said Kim Byerly, an 
sland Night in Wonderland Com
nittee member. "It was so much fun 
ast year. There's even more excite
nent this year." 

Communities served by the region
tl zoo are invited each year to have 
heir own special night at the Zoo's 
N'onderland of Lights. For the past 
dght holiday seasons Potter Park 
~oological Society has dressed the 
_ _ J,.l,_ _______ t..._.:1.J.:-.--. ,.._,l ,.._ ..... .....: ... 1 ... -~ 

mal-shaped frames with thousands of 
twinkling lights and luminaries. 

"Eaton Rapids decided it would 
be a good thing to do, because we 
gain some new friends, it puts us 
out in the public's eye and most of 
all its a fun night," Mayor Donald 
Colestock said. 

Colestock and other city officials 
had to be sold on the idea of staging 
a zoo night and even toured the zoo 
before signing on . 

"I hadn't been to the zoo in 30 
years and wouldn't have believed all 
the improvements made there," he 
said. "It's now a beautiful place, es
pecially for families." 

The city's first appearance was 
memorable. 

"I think every Eaton Rapids resi
dent, man, woman and child, came 
that night," said Carol Keller Web
ster, the Zoological Society's execu
tive director. 

In the eight years of Wonderland 
of Lights, Lansing, East Lansing, 
Delta Township, Grand Ledge, Wil
liamston, St. Johns, Delhi Township, 
Mason, Lansing Township, Char
lotte, Webberville, Perry and Merid
ian Township have all participated. 

Eaton Rapids High School March
ing Band got in the holiday mood 
early this year by leading off Lan-
.... ~-,.,,,ro C'!~lnn.._. U r.ll o ~ ...... .. i.. o ~ihr n o lo_ 

GREG DeRUITER/Lansing State Journal 

Practicing: Members of the Eaton Rapids High School band practice 
Wednesday for their performance on Saturday evening at the Potter Par\< Zoo. 

bration as well as the preparade for 
Detroit's Thanksgiving Parade. 

On Saturday the band's 122 mem
bers will dance and play their way 
through the zoo with a little light 
show of their own. 

"We have strings of lights down 
our uniform pants that add a lot," 
band director Mark Stice said. 

~fi,..o oouc 'honrl T'nOT'n'ho.,..o loQrn ~ 

lot from the public appearances. 
''They develop self-discipline, lead

ership skills and take pride in their 
performances," he said. 

The band director isn't surprised by 
the city's turnout at the zoo. "When Ea
ton Rapids does something as a com
munity, everyone shows up," he said. 

The city wants to make it possi-
1-.lo f'nr <> 11 R<>tmi R<>nirl" ro.<:!irlonh: t.n 

Night at the zoo 
Eaton Rapids officials, residents 
and performing school children 
will play host to all Potter Park 
Zoo Wonderland of Lights visi
tors on Saturday. 
•When: 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
Saturday 
•Where: 1301 S. Pennsylvania 
Ave. , Lansing 
•Who: Open to public 
•Cost: $3 for adults, $2 for 
senior citizens, $1 for children 
ages 3-15, free to children under 
3. Free parking. 
•Remaining hosts: Friday, 
Lansing Township; Tuesday, city 
of DeWitt; Dec. 13, Webberville; 
Dec. 14, East Lansing; Dec. 
15, Delhi Township; Dec. 22, 
Williamston 

go to the zoo night, so it is offering 
free bus rides at 5 p.m. from City 
Hall, 200 S. Main St. 

Those seeking rides are to register 
at City Hall or at the senior center. 

Proceeds of a hat sale last week will 
cover costs of the bus transportation. 

Contact Sally Trout at 377-1040 
nr Rfrn11fla11.Ri f'nm 



Driver to be 
charged in 
leen's death 
~aton Rapids teen 
lied after dispute 
m road last month 

By Christine MacDonald 
Lansing State Journal 

Charges are expected today 
gainst the driver accused of 
3.using the death of a 16-year
ld whose body struck a tree 
rhile hanging out of the driv
r's car window. 
Neil Grover died Nov. 23 

fter police say he tried to 
~trieve a small bag of mar
uana from 
n acquain
mce's car, 
rosecutor 
eff Sauter 
lid. Grover 
unped in 
ie driver's 
de window 
i the driver Grover 
led off. The 
'en got knocked out of the car 
hen his body hit a tree. 
The driver, a 19-year-old Ea

n Rapids man whose name 
as not released, is expected to 
i charged today with involun
cy manslaughter with a motor 
!hide. The felony is punishable 
r up' to 15 years in prison. 
Grover's death was a result 

'the driver's gross negligence 
hen he "continued to acceler
e and drive the motor vehi
~ in the face of the risk to the 
?rson hanging in and out of 
,e vehicle," Sauter said. 
Grover had been outside his 
ther's rural Eaton County 
1me pic~g up timber to 

f ~ \ 

build a bonfire with a frienc 
The driver drove by as th 
pair searched the wooded are 
along Bunker Highway nea 
M-99 at around 10:30 p.m. 

Sauter said Grover gave th 
driver the small bag of man 
juana to look at. Then the driv 
er tried to speed off in his 199, 
Ford Escort, Sauter said. 

Grover jumped in the windm 
to grab the bag, Sauter said. 

The car left the road an1 
Grover was hanging out of th 
car for about five seconds be 
fore his body hit the tree an1 
he was thrown from the cru 
About a second later, the ca 
struck another tree. 

Grover's father, Steve Gro 
ver, cradled his son until para 
medics pronounced him dead 
The driver and his passenge: 
were treated for minor injuries 

Steve Grover said he wal 
satisfied with the charge. 

"Obviously I am emotional 
ly involved but we have to b1 
rational and the charge has ti 
be appropriate," Grover said. 

Grover described his sor 
as a bright, hardworkin! 
and caring teenager. He of 
ten stood up for others, hii 
father said. A classmate tok 
Grover at the funeral thai 
his son had defended hin: 
from bullies. 

Neil Grover was in his thirci 
year of an alternative progran: 
at Eaton Rapids High School. 
He wanted to pursue a trade 
and started his first job in the 
construction business the day 
he died. 

Contact Christine Mac-
Donald at 377-1286 or 
cmacdona@lsj.com. 



Doughnuts, books spice up lea.rning 
~lementary students open 
>0oks with parents during 
naming reading program 

By Jessi De La Cruz 
Lansing State Journal 

EATON RAPIDS - When 150 
1arents of Union Street Elementary 
tudents showed up recently to read 
o their children, school officials knew 
hey were on to something. 

The parents, representing nearly 
talf the K-4 school's 344 student 
iody, sat in small groups, reading 
ogether before the first bell of the 
.chool day rang. 

''The first time some people were 
1itting on the floor;" said Kathleen Mc
}linchey, the school's literacy leader 
md a coordinator of the program. ''We 
:ouldn't accommodate everybody." 

The participation delighted orga
lizers. Now they're building on the 
nomentum by offering more dough
mt and book mornings. 

The $1 it costs to attend the event 
~oes into a visiting author fund. 

The program, designed to encour-
1ge reading and family time, pays 
>ff in different ways. 

Schools statewide are focusing 
nore on literacy to reach Gov. John 
~ngler's goal to have every student 
:eading by the end of third grade. 

Districts that received state-funded 
iteracy grants - which were reduced · 
:Or next year and eliminated in their 
ford year - are using that money 
;6 implement aggressive literacy pro
vams before funding runs out. 

Eaton Rapids received a $226,949 
vant through the $50 million grant 
------- 171 ----"'---- -.!--l l\lf.! - 1-.!--.-

BECKY SHINK/Lansing Stale Journal 

Young readers: Union Street Elementary School's literacy leader Kathleen McGlinchey reviews material Tuesday 
before reading to a second-grade class. She is a coordinator for .the school's doughnut and book mornings program. 

schools received literacy grants out 
of the 99 awarded. 

"It obviously makes a lot of sense 
to have kids reading by the end 
of third grade," McGlinchey said. 
"That's an attainable goal b.ut you 
have to have support to do that." 

Parent Jeanne Masteller, who has 
three kids at Union, loves the idea 
ofreading to her kids at school. 

Cerro_ _____ .._ ___ ,..J ... --l - l.. ..... L +1... ........ L ...... .....:...,,.. '' 

she said. ''It's a school-family time." 
The kids pick a book together that 

they want to read, Masteller said. 
Her fourth-grader, Elizabeth, 

looks forw?Id to her mornings with 
her family. 

"I like it because your parents get 
to read to you and you don't have to 
read a certain book," she said. 

The school has held doughnut 
--.:1 1...--1- ---:-~- ---·.:-.. -1 .. k .. ~ 

this year restarted the program on 
a monthly basis. 

McGlinchey said tiffiing is one 
reason the program is successful. 

"It's just another opportunity to 
spend some time with their kids," 
she said. "They can come in and 
read with their kids and still get to 
work on time." 

Other districts also try to be in-
............. ~ ........ . ...... nn.f- 1,...~;lo ~"'-*"- ~...,.4-n..,.o o.+-n,.'.I 

Reading program 
At Union Street Elementary. 
School's doughnut and book 
mornings: 
•Parents read with their kids 
before school once a month to 
promote literacy and family time. 
•Doughnuts, coffee and books 
are provided. • 
•Cost of $1 per person goes into 
the school's visiting authors fund. 

in reading. 
In East Lansing, teachers at Marble 

Elementary School and MacDonald 
. Middle School coordinate a reading bud
dies program between their classes. 

In it's third year, about 120 older 
and younger students meet four or 
five times e. year to read together. · 

The buddy program helps first
and second-graders get excited about 
reading and seventh-graders about 
writing, said · Marble first-grade 
teacher Marlene Cosgrove. 

''There are some chilch:en who just 
aren't ready to zoom into reading at 
this age,'"she said. ''For others, it's still 
·new to them and they're excited." 

At DeWitt's Schavey Road Ele
mentary School, reading recovery 
teacher Jennifer Scott works on ba
sic reading strategies with student~ 
who need extra help. 

DeWitt received· a $192,173 literacy 
grant. 

''We don't do a lot of frills ," Scott 
said. "We try to build on their 
strengths. They feel good about 

·themselves." 
Contact Jessi De La Cruz at 

'J'7'7. 1flf::'J n!. ;,Ji1J,..,....,.11(ffllc>-.' ""'t'VI 



John 
_----' Schneider 

Quick 
rescue 
ocial Security 
rorker intervenes to 
~lace errant check 
EATON RAPIDS - For one 
the longest months of her 

e, Janice Pierce hit one 
~ad end after another in 
ir attempt to get the Social 
icurity Administration to 
ack down and replace her 
rant check. 
"I'm about ready to lose my 
>me," said Pierce, who had 
nped along without any in
ime since Oct. 3. 
Pierce, 60, who lives in 

aton Rapids on a $520-a
.onth disability payment, 
~scribed her desperate 
rcumstances to me on 
rednesday afternoon. 
This was obviously a case 

,r one of my secret weapons 
- Regina Allen of the Social 
ecurity office. Not the office 
t Detroit, or Washington, or 
un Barrel, Texas. The office 
ght here in Lansing. 
In the past I've seen Allen, 

ho wields a big pair of 
:issors, tum red tape into 
mfetti. 
Allen listened to my ac

>unt of Pierce's trouble and 
ustration and said she 
ould look into it. 

;ood news 
That was about 4 p.m. Just 

efore 5, I got a call from 
ierce, elated by the first 
ood news she had received 
l five weeks. 
Allen told Pierce that she 

Juld pick up her check at 
1e Lansing Social Security 
ffice Thursday morning. 
Just like that. 
"There are no words to ex

ress my gratitude," Pierce 
aid. 

Pierce's trouble began 
rhen, on Oct. 24 - 10 days 
efore her monthly check was 
ue - she got a mysterious 
!tter from the Social Securi
"i Administration. 

The letter informed Pierce 
hat, per her request, her 
heck would be directly de
osited into an account at a 
redit union - in California. 

Obviously Pierce made no 
uch request. Slogging 
hrough telephone/voice-mail 
urgatory, she gradually 
~arned the reason behind 
,er check's sudoen· detour to 
he West Coast. 
It was the standard 21st 

entury lament: 
Somebody h.ad punched an 

rroneous Social Security 
1umber into a computer, etc., 
tc., etc .... 

As for the question of how 
D coax the check back to 
tlichigan, well, that was more 
omplicated. That would ac
ually require human thought 
nd effort. 

On Nov. 6, the Social Secu
ity folks assured Pierce that 
ter check had been reissued 
nd that she would get it in 
wo weeks. Three weeks later 
>ierce didn't have the check 
ind the Social Security folks 
1uit making promises. 

[)irect approach 
Allen didn't make any 

iromises, either. She simply 
ailed the credit union in Cal
fornia and asked the folks 
here to send Pierce's $520 
•ack to Michigan. 

Of course the law prevent
d the credit union people 
rom sending the money di
ectly to Pierce; it had to go 
o the U.S. Treasury. 

Recognizing the inevitable 
lelay in actually getting the 
rroney into Pierce's hands, 
1.llen decided to issue Pierce 
n immediate emergency 
heck equal to her monthly 
•ayment. 

Allen couldn't explain why 
he normal channels were 
rradequate to solve Pierce's 
1roblem, or why a newspa
er's intervention became nec
ssary. She acknowledged the 
1eed for better training · for 
:ocial Security employees. 

Allen said that while she 
tepped slightly outside the 
ox to rescue Pierce, the most 
.seful device for the task 
ras ah old-fashioned, low
~ch tool: logic. 
How's that for a concept? 
What do you think? Call 

ohn Schneider at 377-1175, 
md a fax to 377-1298 or e
iail jschneid@lsj.com. 
I ~ ) H '2 ..-. 



R.ecounts reaffirm 
:wo mayoral winners 
~harlotte, Eaton Rapids 
:ices were both won by 
Ist two votes - again 

· By Chris Golemblewskl 
Lansing State Journal 

Every vote counts. Just ask Da
d Brown and Claudia Brown who 
~ain lost the Charlotte and Eaton 
apids mayor's jobs by two votes 
1ch in recounts Wednesday. 
In each case, the miniscule mar

.ns that made them losers in the 
ov. 6 elections were upheld by Ea-
1n County elections officials. 
Both Eaton County cities use elec

onic optical-scan voting systems 
tat officials say leave fewer chances 
r error than other methods. · 
David Brown, who was mayor of 

harlotte's 8,400 residents for eight 
3ars, lost to Councilman Bill White, 
72-670, in the Nov. 6 race. 

"I was the first to congratulate 
[r. White as being Charlotte's may
. of choice," said Brown, who in
mds to stay involved in city issues. 
"I'm invested in my community," 

e saicf. "I've been offered a seat on 
le chamber (of commerce) board. I 
ill still be working for my commu
ity, in a different capacity.'' 
White served on the City Council 

•r four years before running for 
tayor. 
"I don't blame him for asking for 
recount. I would have, too. It's a 

"ibute to our system that nothing 
;i.anged," White said. "I'm happy. 
Te have a new mayor and three 
ew council members. It's gomg to 
e interesting." 
In Eaton Rapids, Claudia Brown, 

·ho is not related to David Brown, 
1st to incumbent Donald Colestock 
y two votes, 470-468. 
Colestock has been mayor of the 

ty of 5,300 for eight years. 
"I'm very happy the way it turned 

ut, though I really can't say it was 
landslide," Colestock joked. 
"Every precinct came in just the 

ray it did on election night." 
The system is "extremely accu-

Colestock C. Brown 

Mayoral recounts 
Charlotte 
Incumbent David Brown: 670 
William White: 672 

Eaton Rapids 
Incumbent Donald Colestock: 470 
Claudia Brown: 468 

rate," he continued. 
Claudia Brown, who has served 

on the _Eaton Rapids City Council 
since 1988 and as mayor pro tern 
for nine years, said she planned to 
serve the remaining two years of 
her current term. 

"The only hope I had was to win. 
Under the circumstances, we go on," 
she said. 

In Eaton Rapids the mayor re
ceives $55 a meeting plus $400·an
nually with a maximum salary of 
$2,710. Council members are paid 
$55 a meeting with a maximum an
nual salary of$2,310. 

In Charlotte, the mayor earns $50 
a meeting plus $2,000 annually for 
about $3,800 a year. Council mem
bers get $50 a meeting, or about 
$1,800 a year. 

Contact Chris Golembiewski at 
377-1044 or cgolembi@lsj.com. . /' . 



Teen dies 
after he's 
dragged 
by auto 
Eaton Rapids youth, 
acquaintance had 
argued over property 

By Stacey Range 
Lansing State Journal 

EATON RAPIDS - Steve 
Grover had to do the one thing 
Friday that parents dread 
most: watch his son die. 

say what it was. 
When Grover saw the pro: 

erty inside the man's 19~ 
Ford Escort, he reached i 
side the driver's side windo 
to grab it. The driver punchE 
the gas pedal with Grove 
partly inside the vehicle. 

The car went off the nor1 
side of the road, dragging Gr 
ver. The boy got knocked 01 

of the car when his body hit 

Sixteen-year-old Neil Mi
chael Grover was dragged to 
his death that night during a • 
dispute with an acquaintance. 

tree. Grove 
landed in tl 
woods alon 
sidetheroa 
The Esco 

According to police reports 
and family members, Grover 
had been outside his father's 
rural Eaton County home 

continue 
andhitatn 
head-on. 

picking up timber to build a Grover 
bonfire with a friend. 

Grover 
friend, wl 
was not i: 
jured, ran · The acquaintance drove by 

as the pair searched the wood
ed area along Bunker High
way near M-99 at around 
10:30p.m. 

The man, who police have 
identified only as a 19-year
old also from Eaton Rapids, 
stopped to talk to Grover. 

Eaton County sheriff's offi
cials said the two argued over 

get Grover's father. · 
Steve Grover cradled h 

son until paramedics pr 
nounced him dead. 

The driver and his passe: 
ger were treated for mine 
injuries at Sparrow Hospit 
and released. 

Police are investigating tl 

some property. No one would Please see DRAGGING, 2 
,,... .. .. _ ,__ - · 



Eaton .. Rapids recount on tap 
rwo-vote margin of 
1ictory for incumbent 
~ives challenger hope 

By Sally Trout 
· Lansing State Journal 

EATON RAPIDS - With 
ust two votes dividing the 
vinner ~d loser in the Ea
on Rapids mayor's election, 
t's possible a recount set for 
IJ'ov. 28 could change the elec
.ion outcome. 

Challenger Claudia Brown, 
a City Council member since . 
1988 and mayor pro tern for 
the past nine years, lost in the 
first count of Nov. 6 votes to 
incumbent Donald Colestock, 
who has served as mayor for 
eight years. 

With 470 votes, Colestock 
said he was confident the Nov. 
6 vote total would stand. 

"I'd be lying if I said I 
wasn't concerned about the 
recount," he said Monday. 

"But with our electronic 
voting system, there's little 

Brown Colestock 

chance for error." 
Colestock admitted he 

didn't think the mayor's race 
would be a landslide, but be
lieved the margin would be 

substantially more than two 
votes. 

It's these two votes that 
convinced Brown there should 
be a recount. 
. "I'm hopeful the recount 

will find a few more votes for 
me; if not, it was a valuable 
experience," she said. 

"I worked very hard on the 
election and was very grate
ful for the campaign support 
given to me by so many Eaton 
Rapids citizens." 

Brown said after being on 
council for so many years, she 

felt this election presented a 
good- time to try for the may
or's seat with the goal of mak
ing Eaton Rapids' government 
more responsive to the peo
ple, especially young adults. 

In Eaton Rapids, the mayor 
receives $55 per meeting plus 
$400 annually with a maxi
mum salary of$2,710. 

Council members are paid 
$55 per meeting with an an
nual maximum salary set at 
$2,310. 

Contact Sally Trout' at 
377-1040 or strout@lsj.com. 

Recounts 
Two mayoral races in Eaton 
County ended up with two
vote margins separating the 
candidates. In both elections, 
recounts are scheduled. 
•Eaton Rapids: 1 p.m. Nov. 
28, Eaton County Court
house, 10451ndependence 
Blvd., Charlotte 
•Charlotte: 9 a.m. Nov. 28, 
Charlotte City Hall, 111 E. 
Lawrence St. 



Sheriff beats stress by helping others 
For 1-2 hours each week, 
Rick Jones contributes 
:o Eaton County projects 

By Hugh Leach 
Lansing State Journal 

CHARLOITE - Eaton County 
3heriffRick Jones has found a secret 
;o beating the stress often associated 
mth jobs in law enforcement. 

It's called volunteering. 
Every week Jones gives an hour 

fr two of his time, and often more, 
;o worthy projects throughout Ea
;on County. 

It may be delivering Meals on . 
Nheels during his lunch hour, help
ng build a home for Habitat for Hu
nanity, sitting with a hospice patient 
1Vhile tne patient's caregiver takes a 
ieeded break, chaperoning a Special 
)lympics team or any of several other 
ictivities that help people. 

"About eight years ago, my po
;ition at the sheriff's department 
:hanged, and I went from being a 
·oad sergeant to working Monday 
;hrough Friday,'' Jones said. "I had 
;he time that I could give back to 
;he community, and I started look
ng for ways to contribute." 

He found sitting with hospice pa
;ients a valuable experience. 

''You can foam a lot from men 
1Vho are in their last few weeks of 
ife,'' Jones said. "They like to talk, 
md they say you should do what is 
mportant now." 

Another lesson came from his an
mal trips to Mount Pleasant with · 
3pecial Olympics teams. 

"I'm in charge of three or four men 
Jr boys,'' he said. ''I take them to events 
md make sure they get their meals 
md showers and get to bed on time. It -
ias really taught me patience." 

HUGH LEACH/Lansing State Journal 

Top volunteer: Eaton Country Sheriff Rick Jones and Margaret Kyser, executive director of Eaton Community 
Hospice, discuss the program. Jones, a volunteer, says he has learned valuable lessons sitting with hospice patients. 

The calming effect of Jones' volun
teer activities surprised a nurse who 

·took his blood pressure V{hen he re
cently donated blood in Dimondale. 

"She couldn't believe the reading," 
he said. "She expected to see high 
blood pressure brought on by stress. 
I don't feel any stress in this job." 

Other volunteer activities in which 
Jones is or has been involved include 
working with the SIREN/Eaton Shel-

ter, which provides temporary shelter 
for the homeless and victims of do
mestic abuse; aiding in the construc
tion of community playgrounds in Ea
ton Rapids and Potterville; church ac
tivities~ and promoting the Red Cross 
"apheresis" blood donor program. 

Apheresis is a way of collecting 
blood platelets, cells that help stop · 
bleeding, from donors. Apheresis do
nors may give more frequently than 

regular blood donors, and Jones do
nates about once a month. 

''Rick is one of those workers who, 
no matter what we ask of him, he 
cheerfully says yes," said Margaret 
Kyser, executive director of Eaton 
Community Hospice. "He will stay all 
night with a patient if he is needed." 

Jones is entering his third year 
as a member of the Eaton Commu
nity Hospice board and also on the 

The Jones file 
•Age:48 
•Occupation: Eaton County 
sheriff 
•Family: Married, two children 
•Home: Oneida Township 
•Education: Degree in criminal 
justice from Michigan State 
University 

executive committee. He also uses 
his community knowledge to benefit 
the agency. 

"He is a Republican, but he knows 
a lot of people,'' Kyser said. "We 
got a donation from the Democratic 
Party through his efforts. We use 
him in every facet of this agency." 

Jones also enjoys selling others 
on the idea of volunteering. 

"Everyone has the time," he said. 
"It's just how you use it. I'm a 
lousy golfer and sometimes my lawn 
doesn't get mowed as often as it 
should." 

Undersheriff Michael Raines 
and his wife, Laurie, accounting/ 
corrections clerk at the sheriff's 
department, said Jones has inspired 
them to give of themselves even 
though they are busy raising three 
children. 

''There are a lot of organizations 
that need help that we wouldn't 
even know about if not for him,'' 
Laurie Raines said. "He leads by ex
ample and makes you want to get 
involved." 

Jones said he often talks with re
tirees or young people who are look
ing for something to do with their 
time. 

"I tell .them to volunteer and they 
will never be bored,'' he said. 

Contact Hugh Leach at 377-1119 
or ~le<;_ch@lsj.com. 



East Lansing City Council race tight 
By Hugh Leach 

Lansing tate Journal 

Downtown DevelopmentAu
hority Chairman Vic Loomis 
md incumbent Bill Sharp were 
eading in the race for two four
rear seats on the East Lansing 
Jity Council with 17 of 19 pre
:incts counted. 

Loomis, with 1,738 votes, 
md Sharp, with 1,626, led Kev
n Beard, who had 1,559, and 
_,iz Harrow, 1,309. 

An annexation question on the 
~ast Lansing ballot was rendered 
noot when the city and Meridi
m 'lbwnship reached agreement 
m annexing Four Winds Golf 
Jourse property to the city. 

Elections also were held in sev
ffal other cities and townships in 
nid-Michigan. Unofficial results 
vere: 

•Charlotte: Councilman Bill 
Nhite edged incumbent David 
3rown, 672-670, for a two-year 
.erm as mayor. Judy Class had 
l42 votes to 209 for Sam Spag
molo for the District 1 seat on 
he City Council. Deb Schuel
er and Floyd Burley were un
>pposed for District 2 and at
arge council seats, respectively. 
Jouncil terms are four years. 

Sharp Loomis 

•DeWitt and portions of De
Witt 'lbwnship: Republican Rob
ert Showers was unopposed for 
election to the remaining two 
years of an unexpired District 
6 seat on the Clinton County 
Board of Commissioners. 

•Duplain 'lbwnship in Clin
ton County: Voters approved a 
1.5-mill proposal for three years 
to pay for fire and ambulance ser
vice by a vote of 89-44. The levy 
will cost the owner of a $60,000 
property about $45 a year. 

•Eaton Rapids: Mayor Don
ald Colestock appeared to sur
vive a challenge from Council
woman Claudia Brown. Unof
ficial results gave Colestock a 
4 70-468 win in his quest for 
a new four-year term. Incum
bent Donald Grimes was unop
posed for re-election to a four
year council seat. 

Harrow Beard 

•Grand Ledge: Two-year 
incumbent Mayor Ed Wyszyn
ski was challenged by Coun
cilwoman Sheila Deming for 
a two-year term. Incumbent 
Councilman Stephen Tuma 
faced newcomer Kevin Lauch
er in the Ward 1 council race, 
incumbent Kalmin Smith vied 
with challenger Jack Shell for 
the Ward 2 council seat and for
mer council member Don Wil
lems competed with Nancy Zei
men Page in Ward 3. 

Incomplete results showed 
an operating millage request by 
the Grand Ledge Area District 
Library winning, 642-528. 

•Leslie: City voters approved 
a $300,000 bond proposal for a 
new fire station, 178-78. Win
ning two-year City Council seats 
were incumbent Sam Christ Jr. 
with 195 votes, Walter Tumlin-

son with 182 and incumbent Deb
orah Weishaupt with 175. 'lbtals 
for write-in candidate Cynthia 
Durham were unavailable. 

•Olivet: Council member 
Laura Maas became the second 
female mayor in city history, de
feating Debra Maxwell 105-86. 
The office is for two years. Elect
ed to three four-year City Coun
cil terms were Joey Barkley, 149 
votes, and incumbents Gary Pe
terson, 127, and Donald Walker, 
114. Lany Marsh, a late write-in 
entry, had 88 votes. 

•Potterville: Incumbent Ken
neth Fry lost his City Council 
seat in a six-way race for four 
spots. Incumbents Richard Van
Fossen Sr. and Brian Grosnickle 
led the voting with 168 and 141 
votes, respecti,vely, followed by 
John F1ocker with 138 and Pe
ter Schlitz with 128. Finishing 
behind them were Martin Good
win Jr. with 115 and Fry with 
100. VanFossen, Grosnickle and 
F1ocker win four-year terms while 
Schlitz gets a two-year term. 

Voters also approved two 
amendments to the city charter. 
A proposal to allow City Council 
members to be appointed to city 
boards and commissions imme
diately after leaving the council 

E.L. council race 
Two to be elected for four years 
•Kevin Beard: 1,559 
•Liz Harrow: 1,309 
•Vic Loomis: 1, 738 
•Bill Sharp: 1,626 
17 of 19 precincts reporting 

passed 121-92, and a clarifica 
tion and add to language deal 
ing with reasons for which : 
muncil member can be remove1 
from office passed 151-61. 

•st. Johns: Incumbent 
Dana Beaman, Dennis LaFm 
est and Richard Starck wer· 
unopposed for three four-yea 
terms on the City Commission 
Starck is currently the may01 
The mayor is chosen by the coun 
cil from among its members. 

•Williamston: Incumbent 
James DeForest with 286 vote 
and B. Al Stout with 264 wer· 
joined by newcomer Lany Wi1 
trup, 334, in the quest for si 
four-year City Council seau 
Trailing them were Lloyd Ham 
lin, 237; incumbent DawnHors1 
man, 214; and Herb Drake, 20~ 

Contact Hugh "Leach a 
377-1119 or hleach@lsj.com. 

I 1 ,, ' I c:: ' 



Area voters to decide millages, races 
ruesday' s election will 
ietermine city leaders, 
;ome program funding 

By Sally Trout 
Lansing State Journal 

Millage issues, charter changes, 
1ond questions and some contested 
aces in the tri-county area are 
parking interest in Tuesday's gen
:ral election. 

An issue affecting parts of all three 
ounties is a proposed 1-mill increase 
or Lansing Community College. It 
vould be used to improve buildings, 
1rograms and faculty salaries. 

A county-by-county breakdown on 
ther issues: 

H:aton County 
In the Grand Ledge school dis

rict, voters will decide on a millage 
equest to operate a newly created 
1istrict library system. 

The library millage would add 1.2 
nills in property tax for 10 years. 
~hat would mean a $60 tax increase 
.nnually on a $100,000 home. 

An earlier library millage ques
ion failed by 115 votes. 

Increased revenue would pay for 
echnology updates, a children's li-
1rarian and more hours. 

In city government, Sheila Deming 
nd incumbent Ed Wyszynski arc run
ing for the two-year mayor's seat. 

City Council candidates for three 
wo-year terms are: Ward 1, Kevin 
,aucher and incumbent Stephen 
'uma; Ward 2, Jack Shell and 
1curnbent Kalrnin Srri.ith; Ward. 3, 
T ancy Zeimen Page and Don 
Villems. 

The mayor is paid $1,200 per year 
nd council members, $1,000. 

Two long-serving council members 
:i.ce off for Eaton Rapids' mayor's 
eat: Donald Colestock, mayor for the 
ast eight years, goes against chal
mger Claudia Brown, mayor pro 
~m and a 12-year council member. 

Brown is calling for more citizen 
nd youth involvement, while Cole-

CHRIS HOLMES/Lansing Slate Journal 

Library millage: Grand Ledge High School senio Jennifer Schulte uses the Grand Ledge librar1 last week. A 
millage on Tuesday's ballot would pay for technology updates and a children's librarian. 

stock supports more M-99 traffic con
tr•)l and parks and recreation improve
ments. Donald Grimes is unopposed 
fo:- the four-year City Council term. 

The mayor and council members 
are paid $55 per meeting. The may
or earns an additional $400 per year. 
Annual pay is capped at $2, 710 and 
$~ 1310, respectively. 

Charlotte Mayor David Brown 
faces Bill White for the two-vear 
mayor's term. -

There's one four-year term open 
in the City Council's District 1 with 
Judy Class and Sam Spagnuolo af
ter the seat. Deb Schueller and 
Fhyd Burley are unopposed for the · 
four-year terms in District 2 and the 
at-large seat, respectively. 

Charlotte's mayor is paid $2,000 per 
year plus $50 per meeting. Council 
members are paid $50 per meeting. 

Olivet has a mayor's race and three 
unopposed seats on the City Council. 

Laura Maas and Debra Maxwell 
are candidates for mayor. Joey Bar-

kley and incumbents Gary Peterson 
and Donald Walkar are up for the 
council's four-year terms. 

Olivet's mayor i3 paid $600 a year 
plus $20 per meeting. Council mem
bers get $20 per 1r_eeting. · 

Two charter arr.endments are on 
Potterville's ballo1 along with four 
open City Council seats. 

Amendment 1 vould allow coun
cil members to serve on city boards 
and commissions immediately after 
leaving office. Amendment 2 would 
clarify reasons a council member 
would forfeit office. , 

Potterville's candidates for three 
four-year terms and one two-year 
term are: John Fbcker, incumbent 
Kenneth Fry, Martin Goodwin Jr., 
incumbent Brian Grosnickle, Peter 
Schlitz and incumbent Richard Van 
Fossen Sr. 

The candidate with the fourth 
highest vote total is named to the 
two-year term. CoLncil members re
ceive $125, plus $40 per meeting. 

Clinton County 
Duplain Township residents will 

vote on a three-year, 1.5-Inill tax 
levy for emergency fire and ambu
lance. 

Township Supervisor Kam Wash
burn said without the extra Inillage 
the township would have to cut co3ts 
for roads, parks and cemeteries. 

If the Inillage passes, the owner 
of a $60,000 home could expect to 
pay $45 more in taxes annually. 

Robert Showers is unopposed for 
the Clinton County Board of Com-· 
Inissioners'District 6 seat. This two
year term pays $6,313, plus $35 per 
half-day and $60 per full-day meet
ing. 

Three incumbent candidates are 
unopposed for three four-year terms 
on St. Johns City Cominission. They 
are Dana Beaman, Dennis LaForest 
and Richard Starck. Cominissioners 
get $1,600 annually, plus $35 per 
meeting. 

Election Day 
Voters go to the polls Tuesday to 
decide a number of millage, bond, 
charter and candidate questions. 
•Hours: Polls open 7 a.m. to 8 
p.m .. 
•Where: Call your city or town
ship clerk's office for specific 
poll locations 

Ingham County 
There are four candidates for th 

two four-year terms open on th 
East Lansing City Council. 

Candidates are Kevin Beard, Li 
Harrow, Vic Looinis and incumber 
Bill Sharp. Council members ai 

paid $6,000 annually. 
With a land- and tax-sharing agm 

ment in place between Meridian 'lbWI 
ship and East Lansing for Four Wmd 
Golf Course land, an annexation pn 
posal on the ballot is a moot issue. 

Leslie's city ballot includes 
$300,000 bond for half the costs < 
a new fire station and three unoI 
posed City Council candidates. 

The bond would pay the city 
share of a city/township fire builc 
ing. It represents a tax increa~ 
of 0.95 mills or $38 annually on 
home valued at $80,000. The bon 
term is not to exceed 15 years. 

Incumbents Sam Christ Jr., Del 
orah Weishaupt and Walter Turr 
linson are candidates for the twc 
year council spots. Council member 
are paid $30 per meeting capped ~ 

· $1,050, plus $100 per quarter. 
In Williamston, three incurnben1 

face three challengers for four seats o 
the City Council. There are three fow 
year terms and one two-year term t 
be filled by the highest vote getters. 

Incumbents James DeForest, Daw 
Horstman and B. Al Stout face neVI 
comers Herb Drake, Lloyd Hamli 
and Larry Wittrup. 

Williamston City Council men 
bers are paid $25 per meeting up t 
a maximum of $825 per year. 

Contact Sally Trout at 377-104 
or strout@lsj.com. 
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Fallen trees, damaged homes left after strong winds 

No power: A broken utility pole rests in the middle of Jolly Road between 
Pennsylvania Avenue and Aurelius Road on Thursday morning. Police 

ROD SANFORD /Lansing State Journal 

blocked off the road until this afternoon because of damage from storms 
that ripped through the area Wednesday night. 

Eaton County storm da~age 
estimates could hit $1 million 

' 

Man killed by fallen tree; 
some areas still without 
power as cleanup begins 

By Katie Matvias 
Lansing State Journal 

BROOKFIELD TWP. - Wearing 
two winter coats, Juanita Thornton 
stood in her family's store Thursday 
eating the ice cream that would oth
e:cwise melt in her freezer. 

Outside, generators hummed as 
people on Narrow Lake attempted 
to scoop up fallen limbs, trash and 
debris left from Wednesday's storm. 

No one in the area will have pow
er for several days and nearly every 
house on the lake was damaged. 

Damage in Eaton County is es
timated to be at least $1 million 
and about 3,200 Eaton Rapids stu
dents didn't have school because of 
power loss. In Clinton County, a Ma
ple Rapids man was killed when a 
tree fell on his truck. 

Thornton spent the day behind 
the counter of her grocery store sell
ing the basics: food, cigarettes and 
mostly beer. 

Eaton County sheriff's. Sgt. Steve 
Jackson, also the county's emergen
cy manager, said the damage is the 
worst he's seen in his nearly 23 years 
with the department. 

"It will take months to clean this up 
because a lot of the land owners and 
insurance agencies are going to have 
to do it themselves," Jackson said. 

Weather officials haven't deter
mined if it was a tornado that tore 
int.n mirl-Mirhia"n nn W<>rln<>-"rl""v 

Downed trees: City of Lansing Forestry DepMment employees Tony 
Benevidez (left) and Mike Hayes clear away and cut up fallen trees blocking 
Devon!?hire Street ,in Lansing on Thursday morning after Wednesday 
night's storm broug_ht Clown trees on the street. 

said Randy Graham, meteorologist 
for the National Weather service in 
Grand Rapids. 

Graham said Michigan was hit with 
a line of storms that moved from the 
southwest to the northeast toward the 
thumb section of the state. 

The storm was caused by a cold 
front that clashed with warm, moist 
weather, he said. 

It started near Marshall, he said, 
then traveled to Eaton Rapids and 
Dimondale, then headed south Lan
sing-East Lansing before dwindling. 

~tnT"Tn ovno....+o .Ol"'O oc_cooai,.."T +ho 

damage. Graham said they can tell 
whether it was a tornado by what di
rection things fell and if there is a 
change in the path in the damage. 

''They are taking a look at it to see 
. if it's a straight-line wind-that can 
be just as damaging as a tornado," 
he said. 

But Mike Watson is sure he saw 
a twister near his mobile home on 
Baseline Highway in rural Eaton 
County. 

''When me and my girlfriend got 
home, I backed up and hit the horn," 
ooi"1 "tXTofCV\'n u.,hn.oo "hn.,.,,.,,.... nu"'" ..,...,..+. 

For assistance 
Anyone who needs help from 
the Red Cross should call 
484-7461. 

Road closed 
Jolly Road between Aurelius 
Road and Pennsylvania 
Avenue will remain closed until 
late afternoon today because 
of downed wires and poles. 
Police are asking drivers to 
avoid the area. 

damaged. "Ifl would have had a cam
era .... It was absolutely gorgeous. I 
watched it as it crossed the area." 

The Eaton County Mounted Pos
se volunteers helped secure the area 
around the lake. Jackson said they 
are trying to prevent looting. 

"First you have people who want 
to help,'' he said. "Then you have the 
curious and then unfortunately, you 
have the people who want to make 
off other people." 

Mid-Michigan Red Cross volunteers 
zig-zagged through Eaton County on 
Thursday to offer assistance and hotel 
vouchers to displaced families. 

"They found a lot of trees down 
and some homes that were badly 
damaged, and they needed Red Cross 
assistance," said Ray Thibeault, di
sasters services coordinator. 

"In Eaton Rapids, they came to . 
one house where the entire house 
had been moved off the foundation." . 

LS) I o - ~<;... - G-1 



Donation to enhance computer skills 
VFW National Home for 
:=hildren receives $15,000 
n educational equipment 

By Chris Golembiewski 
Lansing State Journal 

EATON RAPIDS-Lionel Kirk 
LCed his first attempt to USe new 
omputer software called "Mavis 
~eacon Teaches Typing" in. the VFW 
fational Home for Children's new 
}TECH Corp. computer lab. 

And, the 13-year-old enjoyed us
ng the animated program. 

GTECH this week donated 
115,000 in 10 online computers, 
lesks, software programs, a scan
ter and a printer. The donation also 
nchided employee volunteer time to 
telp the program for at-risk chil
lren who might not have the same 
omputer access as their peers. 

It's the fifth such After School 
~dvantage lab that GTECH, which 
uns the Michigan Lottery's com
mter systems, has donated in Mich
gan. Lansing's Cristo Rey Commu
rity Center received one last year. 
rhe company has opened 65 labs 
tationally since 1999. 

Lionel, an eighth-grader at Eaton 
Uipids Middle School, enjoyed his try-
1ut of the lab, including his time prac
icing typing. The program he used 
eatured a cash register with a col-
1rful game where attacking sharks 
vould "eat" him if he didn't keep up. 

"It's a lot better. Our old comput
irs were way slow. They took forev-

CHRIS HQLMES/Lansh:; State Journal 

Testing technology: Lionel Kirk, 13, and Elisha Salinas, 16, use new equipment in the GTECH After School .;dvantage 
lab at the VFW Home in Eaton Rapids. The computers and software programs were conated by the GTECf- ::;orp. 

er," he said. 
The Veterans of Foreign Wars Na

tional Home for Children is a pri
vate, nonprofit community that pro
vides long- and short-term residency 
to children and grandchildren of vet

. erans. Now, 89 children and 27 single 
parents live in the agency's 36 homes 

on campus, said Michelle Warren, a 
spokeswoman for the home. 

"This is opening up the Internet . 
to them," said Tim Smith, the home's 
computer services supervisor. "Be
fore, we had one computer on the 
Internet." 

The lab is UEed for after-school 

tutoring and student homework 
projects. . 

"I-:'s in use as soon as I .-et here at 
3:30" said educational sµ:cialist St:.e 
Peterson, who assists the s-:·.idents. 

"[ see a lot more opp:>rtunities 
for tutoring now," she sa:.d, pointing 
at new software progra:ns such &s 

the Advantage Workshop's math 
program, "Winning Journeys into 
Learning." 

"They're playing a game, but 
they're also learning." 

Smith said some of the homes on 
campus have older, donated com
puters and most are not hooked to 
the Internet. 

Elisha Salinas, 16, a sophomore 
at Eaton Rapids High School, said it 
was fun to try out a new computer. 

"My computer at home is slow 
and it kicks me off all the time," she 
said. 

Michael Kessler, the executive di
rector of the home, called the pro-
gram a blessing. . 

"This new computer lab will make 
it possible for our children to have 
top-quality educational opportuni
ties, as well as fun, right here on our 
campus," he said. 

GTECH officials point out that 
a recent U.S. Department of Com
merce study showed that while 
more Americans are using comput
ers not everyone is progressing at 
the same speed. 

Only 34 percent of U.S. house
holds with annual incomes of 
$25,000 to $34,000 have Internet ac
cess, compared with 78 percent with 
incomes of $75,000. 

The VFW National Home has 
served more than 2,000 children, 
grandchildren and families of veter
ans since 1925. The only one of its 
kind; the nonprofit National Hdme 
receives no state or federal funding. 

Contact Chris Golembiewski at 
377-1044 or cgolembi@lsj.com. 
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·Narcotics squad training 
aids; small-town officers 

By Sally Trout with the job he did," unit commander 
Lansing State Journal Lt. Tim Gill told council members. 

Service thanked the city for mak-
MAsON - Police Officer Kris Ser- ing the training possible. 

vice looks at his city turf witl:i fresh.. "In three months, I learned· more 
eyes after a' three-month' stint.on the than in au my seven years driving 
Tri-County Metro Narcotics Squad. nights around Mason," he said. 

Service and Keith Hansen, a Grand Grand Ledge Sgt. Don McGillis said 
Ledge police officer, were the first the city hopes to send Hansen - who 
ones to complete a hands-on training was recognized in ceremonies earlier 
assignment. this year - back for another tour. 

"Kris gained a lot from this, and it's "It is helping with our patrol work as 
already paying off in better communi- Keith knows what to look for and how 
cations with Tri-County Metro," Ma- to conduct a specific search," he said. 
son Police Chief Robert McCormick Gill said some departments consider
said. "When Chris came back to work, ing the short-term assignments include 
we also had a better trained officer in DeWitt, Charlotte and Eaton Rapids. 
drug enforcement procedures." "The short-term service gives these 

·Mason .and six other small police departments an opportunity to learn 
departments support one full-time of- and develop relationships with our of-
ficer on the narcotics squad. Mason ficers," he said. · 
pays in $8,500 annually. The program helps the drug unit, too. 

At the City Council meeting this "They give us additional eyes and 
week, Service received a plague recog- ears out in the community to help with 
nizing his achievements. our work." Gill said. 

"Kris was a diligent, hard-working Contact Sally Trout at 377-1040 or 
officer, and we were very impressed • strout@lsj.com. LS j lo -;;>o · (!) 1 



Eaton Rapids 
. suspends boyS 
· over incident 

,. 

Hearing to look into 
8-year-olds 'actions 
with girl at school 

By Chris Golembiewski . 
Lansing State Journal 

What's next 
The Eaton Rapids Board 
of Education will set a 
disciplinary hearing date 
at its 7:30 p.m. meeting > 

tpday. · • 

EATON RAPIDS - Four · ed and the school resource 
8-year-old boys have been sus- officer from the police de
pended for an incident involv- .partment spoke to Lock
ing a girl that may have been wood third-graders about 
horseplay or bullying "or may- bad behavior. 
be more than that," schools · But after the girl's parents 
Superintendent David Gray told scho_ol officials a week · 
said Tuesday. later that there was "more to 

The Board of Education is . it," administrators suspended 
expected to set a date at its the boys pending a hearing. 
meeting tonight for a disci- Gray wouldn't elaborate on 
plinary hearing for the four what the parents said. 
students of Lockwood Ele- "No one's pants were pulled 
mentary School. The hearing down. That definitely did not 
must be held by Dec. 20. · happen," he said. 

Because the case has be- ''Yes, there was some physi-
come "high profile," Gray cal contact. That's what we're 
said, school district attorney sorting out." . . ·\ .... 
Lisa Swem of the Thrun, ... 'I'he girl's parentsrusorued 
Maatsch & Nordberg firm -a. complaint With the Eaton 
will run the hearing and the Rapids Police Department, 
boys' parents have been no- Gray said. Police Chief Carl 
tified of their right to have Watkins did not return calls 
lawyers present. Tuesday. 

The Nov. 28incidentinvolv- Marie Myer, a parent of 
ing a female classmate initial- a Lockwood third-grader who 
ly was reported as horseplay was not involved in the inci
to the teacher and to Princi- dent, said she felt the district 
pal Russell Olejowink by an is handling the case properly. 
aide who saw only the kids "If I were the parent of a 
dispersing on the playground, daughter, I would probably be 
Gray said. outraged," she said. 

"When the principal inves- "But these are little boys. 
tigated, at no -time was he You don't want them marked 
able to infer it was any more for the rest of their life." · 
than pushing and shoving," Contact Chris Golem-
Gray said. biewski at 377-1044 or-

The boys were reprimand- cgolembi@lsj.com . 
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~aton County hires 
~ . . 
new parks director 
-t1 .. '' . . . . . : . -~, .. • .... 

. !o manage properties 
;,] 

County also must replace 
chainnan of its Parks and 
Recreation Commission 
bf 

By Chris Golembiewski 
Lansing State Journal 

r· CHARLO'ITE -The Eaton Coun
~y Parks Department has hired a new. 

[
director. 

Dan Patton, 32, a veteran of the 
jvrrginia State Parks system, recent
~Y was chosen over three other can
ldi.dates for the job. He'll earn about 
~1,000 a year to manage Eaton's 
eight parks and a $400,000 budget. 

Nowthecountymustturnitsatten
tfon to the Eaton County Parks arid 
Recreation Commission. The group 
has lost its chairman of 12 years, 
;)'6hn Liethty. 
TI~ Liethty said Friday that he re
~i'gned last week in frustration over 
what he termed the Eaton County 
ffoard of Commissioners' lack of sup
port for the parks system. 
-:. "How can I go forward and ask peo- · 
ple to donate to our parks when I 
tibn't know the future of those parks?" 
said Liethty, who has personally do
nated money to the parks system. 
<-l· In a cost-cutting effort, the board 
eklier this year discussed a timeta
ble through 2010 for returning park
land to local governments when coun
tY leases run out. 
·f·~ The target date for turning over 
tl\e largest parks - Fitzgerald Park 
Bhd Lincoln Brick Park and two re
l1lted properties in Grand Ledge -
vlas Dec. 31, 2010. · 

After public outcry, Eaton County 
ftoard of· Commissioners Chairman 
'lionard Peters, R-Eatori Rapids, said 
'tlle long-range proposal didn't mean 
Eat.On County would be entirely out 
bf the parks business. · 

The county is looking for ways to 
lfut spending in its $25 million budget 
ffi the face of rising costs. 
-fl Peters said on Friday he was sorry 
t6 hear of Liethty's resignation. 
1:, "He has been a great asset to the 
If' 

What's next 
Winter Carnival will be spon
sored by the Eaton County Parks 
Department: 
•What: Cross-country ski rent
als, ice skating, refreshments 
•Where: Fox Memorial Park, 
3931 E. Gresham Highway, 
Potterville 
•When: 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. Jan. 11: 
lighted ice skating, bonfire, refresh
ments; 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Jan. 12: . 
ski rentals, ice_ skating 

people of the county," Peters said. "He 1 

and his family have been great con- ' 
tributors. I feel very bad he has taken 
this approach." 

Liethty said he's tired of the politics. 
"They say they don't have intentions of 
getting rid of the parks but keep look

. ing for ways to do it," he said. 
Patrick Witte, the former county 

parks director who had worked for the 
parks department since 1989, left in 
August for a better-paying job as man
ager of Lake Lansing Parks North and 
South in Ingham County. Witte said he 
wanted to work fewer hours to spend 
time with his young son. 

The parks departme:Q,t has a staff 
of five: the director, a naturalist, 
a SE:CTetary and two maintenance 
supervisors. 

Patton, who holds a chemistry de- · 
gree from Bluefield College in Blue
field, Va., worked in state parks for 
11 years. He said he's busy meeting · 
with local communities and visiting· 
the park properties. 

"It's apparent to me the staff is 
very dedicated toward enhancing Ea
ton parks,"Patton said. 

"The direction is for us to look at do
ing some work between parks agen
cies already in existence." 
. Patton, and his wife, Melissa, a 
Hastings teacher, said they moved to 

1 

mid-Michigan to be near her family 
in Barry County. 

Contact Chris Golembiewski at 
377-1044 or cgolembi@lsj.com. 
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Local digest 
Eaton Rapids boys 
to return to school 

EATON RAPIDS - The Ea
ton Rapids school board of Edu
cation decided Wednesday to al
low four boys accused of bully
ing a girl on the playground to 
return to school Jan. 8. 

The board met for a disci
plinary hearing for three Lock
wood Elementary School stu
dents. They decided after five 
hours of reviewing reports and 
hearing testimony about the 
Nov. 28 incident, Superintendent 
David Gray said. 

"This is not the extreme situ
ation everyone initially thought 
it was," Gray said. "But they vio
lated the board policy as far as 
misconduct." 

Gray wouldn't say exactly 
what the boys did to the 8-year
old girl. 

Gray said after reviewing the 
report he decided one boy was 
not as involved. That boy also 
will return to school Jan. 8, 
Gray said. The other three faced 
expulsion. · 

The boys have been suspended 
since last week; by the time they 
return, they will have served 
13-day suspensions. 
From staff reports 
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Potter: Park zoo plans 
~ Eaton Rapi~s night 
, EATON· RAPIDS ~ More . 
: than 500 Eii.ton Rapids st,udents · 
, arfil .. 'expected to participate in 
. Island Night in Wonderland, a · 
· special Eaton Rapids night at 
· Potter Park Zoo's annual Won

~' derland of Lights ,on Saturday, 
· Dec. 8. , 

The Eaton Rapids High School 
Band, dressed in uniforms· sport
ing holiday lights, will , weave · 
its way .throughout the zoo fol
lowed. by speci~l performances 
by Eatoll-Rapids choir and dance 
students. · · · 

The Eaton Rapids High School · 
" Band, the community's Ambas-

sadors of Music, recently lt'l,d off 
I · the ,Lansing Silver :a,en~. in the · 
i City parade. , , 
I . . Wonderland of Lights, 1301 S. 
' · Pennsylvania Ave., Lansing, is 
. · open to the public every night 

from 5 'p.m. to' 8 p.m. through 
Dec. 31 except Christmas Eve 

.. and Christmas Day. 
The annual outdoor lighting · 

event, sponsored by the Potter 
·Park Zoological Society, draws · 

· thousands of people· to see thou-" 
-' , sand.s of colorful light displays· , 

that ma~e tpe·zoo glow. . 
·Free bus rides will be provid- · 

ed · at 5 p.m. for Eaton Rapids · I 
· residents from City Hall, ,200 -s:. 

·Main St. , • 
I Those plaruiing to use the bus 
transportation must register at 
City Hall or the senior cente:r.' . 
. Zoo admi!3siori is $3 for adults,· 
$2 for seniors and $1 for children 
ages 3-15: Children ilnder'age 3 
are free. , 

Proceeds benefit the Potter 
. Park Zoological Society: For more 

1 

information, call the Eaton Rap- · I 
ids Public Service J;>epartment 

1 

\: at 663-1935. , · . 
':- LSJ 11-~«'f-o r · 



Eaton Rap.ds annexation back on docket 
. ' . . \ 

Petition resubmitted for 
· building of 400 homes 
just outside cify limits 

Bv sanv Trout 
Lansing State Journal 

EATON 'RAPIDS TWP. - Peti
tioners on Monday resubmitted an 
annexation petition with the Michi
gan Boundary Colnmission to move 
11 acres in Eaton Rapids 'Ibwnship 
to the city. • 

The Jorgensen family of Webber
ville re-submitted the petition after 
the colnmission ·denied the original 
Thursday. . 

The annexation, if approved, 
would make way for an estimated 
$125 million housing development 
just beyond Eaton Rapid's eastern 
city limits.· ' · 

Maura Campbell, spokeswoman 
for the Michigan Boundary Com
mission, said the ·commission de
clared the original petition legally 
insufficient. . 

"Dates of the signatures and when 
they were notarized did .not agree 
and the petition was ruled insuffi-
cient," she said. · · 

A new hearing on the petition is 
set for Feb. 14. 

City and township officials con
tinue to work on possible early Jan
uary negotiation dates on a land
·and tax-sharing pact. 

"The city of Eaton Rapids is a 
'.neutral party in the annexation ac-. 
tion, but 'we continue to work on 
a cooperative agreement with the 
township for this land," Eaton Rap
ids City Manager William LeFevere 
said Monday. · · 

Dorian Lange; a focal developei: 
. with land in both the' city and 

What's next 
Before Grand View Commons, a proposed mixed housirig walkable 
community, can proceed, it must _have 'city water and sewer ~er~ 
vices. Action to make this::possible proceeds dnOtwo fro;;\ts~ . . 
•State: Michigan Boundary Commission w_ill hold. a sufficiency 

'hearing on an amended annexationpetltion·Feb. :Pr: 
•Locally: Eaton Rapids city and township 0fficials are attempting. 
to set negotiation dates in early·Jani.iafy, . 

I. 

township, proposed Grand View: hef~ there is time to work out 
Commons, a 400-unit mixed hous- ; . either annexation or a land-sharing 
ing complex to be built over 10";, agreement. . 

. years. · , · · "I was disappointed with the 
"I holda11 option on the land, but boundary commissfon decision, but 

the annexation is action initiated by we can't build houses in the-snow," 
the Jorgensens," Lange said. . he said. 
.. 'TJ?.e~~ .. city_§le_I"V.iclls,.fo_r_t_hj~'.proj-. · City and township talks calling 
ecfto proceed'and stil,Hiope the city for a land- and tax-sharing agree
and township can wdrk out a coop- ment on the 117 acres. have been un-
erative agreement." der way for about two years. 

Lange <said with winter now Lange said the size of Grand 

View Commons, located directly 
north of Eaton Rapids High School, 
has been downsized over time in 
anticipation of new state legisla
tion requiring more green space in 
and around developments. 

"Originally, I planned ,600 mixed 
housing units centrally located 
within the parcel. J also had plans 
to buy up additional. surrounding 
land unsuitable for development for 
park space," he said. "With fewer 
units, there will be added open ar-
·eas on site." . · 

Contact Sally Trout at 377-1040 
or· strout@lsj.com. 
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In 
! . { !(u'.blic safety . ' 

pmcials investigating 1 

t~en's dragging death 
\ EATON RAPIDS - The· Eaton. 
· K::ounty Sheriff's Department is.con- ' 
pnuing to investigate.the dragging 
death of an Eiiton Rapi~ teen. . 
· No one'has been charged in the 

· death· of Neil Michael Grover, Ea
ton County sheriff's Deputy Rod · 

· Sadler ,said Sunday. · 
· Neil; 16, was in a wooded area 
along Bunker Highway near M-99 
·wj.th a friend Friday rii.ght: The two 
·were picking up wood for a bonfire . 

1 
when a 19-year-old man from Ea

i · ton Rapids stopped to talk. 
I Police said the two had an argu
! . ·ment over property that Neil spot~ 

ted iii the mail's 1998 Ford Escort. 
Neil reached into the.driver's side 
.window to grab the property when c 

,the driver rook oft( ' I 

Neil was knocked out of the car 
when he hit a tree. The .Escort 
then hit a, tree head-on. .· · . 

Police wouldn'ttelease the name 
·of the driver or wh!lt property the 
teens were fighting over because 
.the case is still· .wider investiga-. 
<ti.on, Sadler said. · · 
::i Neil's funeral is scheduled for 1 
p.m. Thursday at the Shelly~Odell 
lF'uneral Home, 518 S. Main St. in 
.'Eaton ~pids. . · 

i ·t>-LSJ 11--21,-01 
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: · Charges expected 
i in dragging death· 
1 EATON RAPIDS - Charges 
t aren't expected until early next week 

· ,...in 'the draggiilg neath of an Eatbn 
;. Rapids. teen, Eaton County Prosecu
,. 'tor Jeff Sauter said Monday. 
t;~ The incident:· that ,killed Neil 

. r J'4ichael Grover .on Friday is still 
c·:ilnder investigation, Eaton·Coun-
. ty sheriff's Lt. John Rojeski said. ·l 
' Neil, 16, wa,S searching the wood- 1 . 
. ed area along Bunker Highway near 

·;.. M-99 at about 10:30 p.m. Friday 
~when a 19-year-old Eaton County ' 

1 

man stopped to talk to him. · · 
, . . The teens argued over some prop-
1 erty, police said. When Neil saw the 

i .. ~:property in the driyer's 1998 Fora 
;r:Es~rt, hE;l reached inside to grab it, 

.. The driver: then took off. . · 
·'. Neil was killed after he struck a 
~ tree and fell from tJ:ie car. . .. 
t..- · ' The driver and his passenger 
-f hit another tree head-on. They 
;!:I were treated at Spar.row Hospital 
_. 1 for minor injuries and released. 

! o I Investigators are not ·releasing 
- 1 the name of the driver nor will : I th. ey say what -the p.r. operty was 

· that the two were fighting over. 



Holiday tr~vel vicJims . . . 
•Neil Michael Grover, 16, ·Of Eaton Rapids died Friday after a crash in 
Eaton Rapids. · · 
•Cohen M. Lilley, 7, of Muskegon died ·Friday in a rollover accident on 
Interstate 196 in Allegan County's Casco Townst:iip. 
•Joshua Mills, 23, of Newaygo died after his Jeep Cherokee·'hit a tree 
at 7:05 a.m. Saturday in Grant, near his hometown: · · 
•Bradley A. Ruiter, 31, and Heather Marie Ruiter, 25, of Evanston, Ill., 

',. died,in a· crash Thursday in Holland. 
•A driver was killed in Allegan County's Fillmore Township w~en his 
:pickup rolled over along Interstate 196 Thursday. The victim's name, 
age .and hometown were withheld pending notification of the family. 
•John Henry Chaney, 42, of Imlay City, died in a crash Friday in 
Lapeer County's Goodland Township... · 

. •Trevor Allen Chapin, 21, ()f Belding died when the car he was riding . 
in rolled over Friday in Ionia County's Otisco Township. · . 

· . . . · L .J fl·b~-ol 



Dragging: Family remembers 
teenager's humor, compassion 
Continued FROM 1 B 

death as a criminal case. 
The death has been particularly 

painful for the family because they 
said Grover was just coming into 
his own. 

"He was just starting to blos
som," said his aunt, Linda Davis of 
East Lansing. "He was really grow
ing and getting· on track with his 
life." 

Grover, who was in his third year 
of an alternative program at Eaton 
Rapids High School, had decided 
he wanted to join the trades. And 
on Friday, he started his first job. A 
friend's dad had hired him to help 
with his construction business. 

"He was so excited about it," 
Steve Grover said. "He really 
thought that's what he wanted to 
do with his life. He was even talk
ing about taking a construction 
course at the community college 
next year." 

Grover's family described him as 
sensitive, caring and compassion
ate. There was a strong bond be
tween Grover and his stepbrother, 
14-year-old Kenny Fiedler, who has 
cerebral palsy and respiratory ail
ments. 

When Kenny had trouble breath
ing about a month ago, Grover sat 
with him and held him through the 
night. 

"That's how he was," his father 
said. 

"He really took care of him," said 
his stepmother, Cindy Grover. "He 
was very protective and loved him 
a lot." 

Grover also would visit his moth
er's friend in a nursing home, 
spending hours chatting with the 
76-year-old woman, said his moth
er, Denise Grover of Mason. 

Grover's family said they will 
miss his sense of humor. 

"He was completely off the wall," 
said sister Andrea Grover of Ann 

Funeral 
Funeral arrangements are 
pending at the Shelly-Odell 
Funeral Home in Eaton 
Rapids. 

Arbor. "He would just come up with 
the funniest stuff at random. We 
always said he was going to replace 
(comedian) Jim Carrey someday." 

Several of those funny moments 
were captured on film and passed 
around the family Saturday as they 
mourned. 

"Oh, look at this one," his step
mother would say. 

Then, remembering he was gone, 
she would cry. 

"I can't believe it," she said. "We 
all just had a wonderful Thanksgiv
ing together and now he's gone." 

Contact Stacey Range at 
377-1157 or srange@lsj.com. 
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Around Michigan 
78-year-old man dies 
in hunting accident 

DOWLING-Ahunter's stray 
bullet killed a 78-year-old Barry 
County man.Saturday who was 
in a deer blind on his own prop
erty, authorities said. 

The bullet struck Lyone Ham
mond in the ·neck. He was shot 
by a 40-year-old Eaton Rapids 
.woman, Trooper Bryan Fuller of 
the Michigan State Police said. 

The woman, w:ho police did 
not identify, fired four shots at 
a deer with a .20-gauge about 
10:45 a.m., authorities said. 

One of the shots traveled 167 
yards into Hammond's blind and 
struck him. He was pronoll-Ilced 
dead at the scene. 

The hunter who shot Ham
mond killed a deer with at least 
one of the other three shots she 
fired. 

LS...> 11-1'1-cl 



meeting will be from 7 p.m. to 
8:30 p.m. Wednesday. 

Jim Owens, a financial aid 
adviser at Lansing Community 
College, will be . the main 
speaker. · 

Owens will cover all aspects 
of financial aid including infor

- mation on searching for scholar
ships and grants. 

The meeting will be in the 
high school library, 700 S . 

. Main St. 
This program is for parents of 

· college-bound students. 
For more information, call 

593-2250 during school hours. 

Tickets available 
for fund-raiser 

HOLT - Today is the last 
day to buy tickets for the Gunn 
School dinner theater fund-rais
er on Thursday. 

The dinner begins at 6 p.m. 
at the Holt High School cafeteria 

- and is followed· by the high 
school drama club's production 
of "Old Town" at 7 p.m .. in the 
auditorium. 

Tickets cost $12 per person 
and are avaifable at Delhi Parks 
and Recreatfon, 2074 Aurelius 

. Road, or Holt Community Edu
cation, 2020 Park Lane. 

Proceeds from the event will 
·· · be used in the restoration of the 

one-room Gunn School at Wash
ington and Holt roads. 

For more - information, call 
· 694-1549 br 694-3411. 

Students clea~ up 10 schoolw d1 

Portland St. Patrick kids 
rake in trash, leaves and 
good feelings by helping 

By Jessi De La Cruz 
Lansing State Journal 

PORTLAND - About 450 stu
dents spent Thursday cleaning yards 
and parks to inspire others to pass 
on the same type of kindness. 

St. Patrick's School students, 
grades first through twelfth, partici
pated in their first ever schoolwide 
community service project. 

Designed to coincide with All 
Saints Day, the daylong initiative 
was built around the concept in the 
book-based movie "Pay it Forward," 
starring Kevin Spacey, Helen Hunt 
and Haley Joel Osment. 

"It gives you a good feeling help
ing otlier people," said senior Troy 
Smith, 17. 

"I think it's great that we can 
help our community out, and maybe 
this will start something that other 
schools might pick Up on and do 
something with." 

The school paid for the project, 
which cost $500 for cleaning sup
plies, rakes, shovels and trash . 
bags. . 

School officials hope to be reim
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Hands-on helpers: Portl3nd St Patrick's Schoo ·.hitd-grade teacrer Stacy Russman 1o~:::ls open a trash bag as 
t~ird-graders James K·Jsf (let:: a1d Micha31 Pulling fill it with leaves. The third-graders c:ecned up the area around j 

ball fields Th.Jrsday near thei- school as part of ::: sci" oolwde comnunity service project. · 

bursed by the California-based Pay English and :irama tea~he:r Tcm Lit- trash. at Ill.3..1.Y local iJ)arkE, on school 
It Forward Foundation, which fol- tle. ''We do it, and hoi:efu Iy it's prcperty a.ou i:t pri~ate home:s. 

Apple .pies benefit . law's the book's philosophy and of- passed on beyond us." "It's a &Elf-esteem builde1 to go 

Holt Swl
• m team fers up to $500 grants to school Teachers talked wi~h the- 1 cstu-· out and belp someone else:" said. 

YoungEr 3tudents were paired 
with olde:- students to work Thurs
day. Lo\\-er grades stayed closer 
to the scho•l grounds while high 
schoolers walked farther to do their j 
work. 

projects. dents about the pa.r i: fc.:rward scl:ool couselor Julie Schneider, 
· HOLT - There's still time "I think it's a great way for our concept befoce Thursd3f3 clearup. woo helped ccordir:.ate the project. 

_ _:::to~or~d~e:!...r....!:a~h~o:!!m!!:e~m~ad~e~a~l.li:.e ~ie;:.......1......:s~t:.l;lu~~.lil.l.lil<.!o~JU.!· J...t~h!;Siew.c:lJ.o!JWUo.1.1;1.U.. :........i.;.i..1.1.LU.....l.l.t..l.l.l.L..10J.w.u..--1.1.1.1.1<.1.1 • .....,_J,ld!.rrL..-=--'"-::ot!L!.u~--'...A.' :t.!..!:<"-"-llil'-'··sh :.hev are onlv or1e oer- Third-i:ra•e teacher Diane Simon 



Storm· Eaton CountY damage could top $1 million~ 
power switched on Thursday but 

Continued FROM 1A about 50 to 100 homes might have a 
longer wait .. 

Schools in Eaton Rapids were "We are doing two or three houses 
closed and city officials worked in . at a time," he. said. 
the dark for much of the day, said · More than 10,000·customers ini
Kristy Reinecke, Eaton Rapids' city tially lost power because of the 
clerk and treasurer. storm, he said. 

The power was turned back on at · The trouble spots in East Lansing 
2:15 p.m., she said. included Harrison Road and Grand 

Kevin Keane, spokesman for Con- River Avenue; Hagadom Road be~ 
sumers Energy, said Wednesday's tween Grand River Avenue and Has
storms and high winds affected about lett Road; ap.d some parts of Bur-
7,000 customers in Greater Lansing. cham Drive. · 

Keane said most of the outages were . In Lansing, power was still out in 
ifl Grand Ledge and Eaton Rapids the Moores River Drive area and on 
with scattered damage throughout In- · Cedar Stre'et near Miller Road and 
gham, Clinton and Eaton counties. Forest and Aurelius roads -'" where 

"Isolated customers and those ar- . the storm hit hardest. 
eas hardest hit may not have power' Strickler said crews· will continue 
until 6 p.m." today, he said. to work through Saturday replJicing 

. John Strickler, spokesman for the 95-foot tall transmission poles. 
Board Water and Light, agreed. South Lansing was hit hard, said 
Most BW&L customers }lad their Dominic Fucciolo, forestry supervi-

Weather forecast 
•Today: ~ostly c_loudy with 
rain or sn°.r. showers. High in 
the 40s.Lof in of 30. 

•Saturday: Partly cloudy with 
flurries. High in the low-to-mid 
40s. Low in the.upper 20s. 

sor for Lansing. 
He said most of the damage oc

curred near Cedar Street and Miller 
Road going north east toward Col
lins Road and Forest Road. 
H~ said two crews were out working 

Wednesday night for about six hours . 
clearing th~ right-a-ways and s~ts. 
Thursday, he hp.d a full force - 15 em
ployees - working for 11 hours. 

"We probably have lost 30 to 50 
city-owned ... trees," he.said. "It's dif-

ficult to say if there will be more be
cause of the continued high winds." 

Trees will eventually be replaced 
with young trees about 2 inches 
wide. 

It will take the city to about 10 
days to finish cleaning up. The city 
will not clean up private debris. 

Fucciolo said there are no esti
mates yet for total cost of cleanup 
and replacement. 

· Allen Robinson stayed home from· 
work Thursday to clean up the 80-foot 
pine tree that once stood in i;he front 
yard of his south Lansing home. 

"The wind was blowing so hard 
it was constantly pounding on the 
house," he said. 

The Robinson family went to the 
basement after warning alarms 
'sounded. 

When Robinson came back up 
stairs, lie noticed the top half of his 
tree was missing .. 

Branches fell on the house causing 
roof and gutter damage but the bulk 
of the tree missed his home, he said. 

"A branch:went through the ba
by's room and punctured th.e roof," 
he said. 

In other storm news: 
• Lansing firefighters responded 

early Wednesday to two fires-caused 
by the storm, fire Lt. John Dyer 

. said. ·One ih · a house on Aurelius 
·Road, caused by a power surge, did 
$75,000 damage. The other was an 
apartment fire on Mt. Hope Road 
that caused less than $5,000. That 
electrical fire was possibly caused 
by lightning, Dyer said. 

• The Capital Area Transporta
tionAuthority administrative build
_ing at 4615 Tranter Ave. was dam
aged in the storm. No one was in- . 
jured. At 7:40 p.m., bus drivers 
moved 150 passengers from buses 
to- the basement at the CATA stop 

downtown. 
• In East Lansing, the public 

works department is clearing streets 
first and then sidewalks of tree limbs 
and fallen branches. Removal from 
curbs will occur after the streets and 
sidewalks are cleared. 

Residents with downed limbs and 
trees can take them to the curb to 
be removed. They should be stacked. 
and bundled when possible . 

Do\vned power lines should be re
ported to BW&L at 371-6394. · 

• At Michigan State University,· 
the storm c11used extensive damage 
that will take several weeks to clean 
up, said Gary Parrott, manager of 
ground maintenance. 

"We have one tree crew which is 
about six people but we 'will supple- · 
ment that crew with gardeners and 
other ground crew as needed," he said. 

ContactKatieMatviasat267-1301 
or kmatvias@lsj.com. 
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Mayoral races·net surprises in·Lansing-area cities 
• I ' ' 

Charl~tte, Grand Ledge· 
inc-µm~ents lose seats; 
E. Rapids mayor ~tays 

By Chris Golembiewski 
Lansing State Journal __ 

.Tight mayoral races in three sub
urban Lan~ing cities yielded some 
surprises Tuesday. . 
. In Charlotte; incumbent Mayor 

David Brown lost his seat to Colin
cilman Bill White by two votes, 
672-670. Brown said Wednesday he 
will request a recount .. 

In Eaton Rapids, Mayor Don Cole
stock retained his office by two 
votes, 470-468, against Councilwo1I.1-
an Claudia Brown, Brown could not 
be reached for comment Wednesday. 

In Grand Ledge, il).cumbent May
or 'Ed Wyszynski lost his bid. for a 
second term to Councilwoman Shei
la Deming, 1,058-498; according to 

. the final Eaten County Board of 
Canvassers count Wednesday. . 

· Voters aj.so approved a 1.2-mill, 
. 10-year operating. millage for the 
Grand Ledge Area District Library 
on the second try. 

Library Board Chairwoman Joan 
Kane · said the library will begin 
phasing in improvements when tax
es are received late next year. 

David Brown said he will demand 
a· recount even though Charlotte's 
electronic voting system might leave 
little margin for error. Eaton Rapids 
also has an electronic scan system. 

"I don't know if it's going to make · 
a lot of difference, but I feel I owe it 
to my constituents," he said. 

"The turnout was high because of 
my opponent's negative campaign." 

Charlotte Councilman Bob Mon
schein,. who did not run for re-elec- · 
tion, said he filed complaints with 
the U.S. Postal Service and City 
Hall about inaccurate campaign fli
ers illegally placed in mailboxes Sat
u.rday by White's campaign volun
teers. 

Charlotte. Postmaster Judy -Mill- White 'said he stands • by the 
er confirmed that it's against postal literature. 
regulations to place anything in · Brown ''wanted to institute a city·· 
mailboxes without postage. . income tax. I was_ dead ·against it 

Miller said that the first such and stopped i~," White said. 
· postal offense results in a verbal White said his goal as mayor is to 

warning, which she gave White on "Jrnep track of finances." · 
Wednesday. "I'm a more conservative person 

White said the problem was. · than Brown," he said. 
"strictly two young girls who made Monschein said there was some 
a mistake" by using mailboxes when council discussion last wiriter wheth-
they were instructed not to. , er an income tax could benefit Char- -

Monschein said the most serious lotte. But White did not reprint the 
issue, however, is the inaccuracies v_ote, which was 7-0 against a new 
contained in the flier, whichimprop- tax, Monschein said .. 
erly claimed that Brown favors a "White's campaign acted in an 
city income tax and was quoted out unethical manner at the last min
of context from city budgetary meet~ rite without B.llowing Brown rebut-
ing minutes. tal," Monschein said. 

Judy Class captured District 1 Deming, who will be sworn in for 
CharlotteCityCouncilseatoverSam a two-year term at 7:30 p.m. today, 
Spagnuolo, 242-209. Deb Schueller said her first order of business will . 
and. Floyd· Burley were unopposed be to get the new council up to speed 
for District 2 and at-large seats. · "o.n what we're facing." . · 
Council terms are for four years. The city needs financing for a new 

Colestock, who will b,e sworn in Island Park bridge, a fire station 
for his third four-year term as Ea- and possible City Hall offices and 
ton Rapids mayor next week, said road paving, she said. 
he was confident he would Win. "We·. Incumbent Councilman Stephen 
both campaigned hard," he said. Tuma lost his Ward 1 seat to Kevin 

Incumbent .Donald Grimes was . Laucher, 202-226. Kalmin Smith re
uriopposed for. re-election to a four- tairied the Ward 2 seat over Jack 
year Eaton Rapids council seat. Shell, 245-172. Nancy Zeimen Page 

Grand Ledge on Tuesday elected took the Ward 3 seat over Don Wil
its sixth mayor iri seven years. The lems, 379-303. 
turnout topped 25 percent of 5,600 All are two-year terms. · 
registered voters, City Clerk Grego- · . Contact Chris Golembiewski at 
ry Newman estimated. . 377-1044 or 'cgolembi@lsj.com. 
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Local schools cope with budget cuts 
One superintendent says 
it may mean an appeal 
.to community, parents 

By Jessi De La Cruz 
Lansing State Journal 

Local school officials are willing to 
make the best of Gov. John Engler's 
decision to cut the 2002-03 school
aid budget. 

Engler vetoed about $1 billion 
from next fiscal year's $11.6 billion 
school-aid budget due to an eco
nomic slowdown. 

While vetoing all discretionary 
items such as remedial reading and 
bilingual education, Engler kept 
$8.1 billion for mandated payments 
and special-education funding. 

"He could just not move forward 
based on what the revenue picture 
is like today," said Kelly Chesney, a 
spokeswoman for the state budget 
office. 

Chesney said educators should 
look at Engler's decision as a start
ing point for the 2002-03 budget, 
from which additional funding deci
sions could be made with the Leg
islature when the state economy 
improves. . 

The wait-and-see approach isn't 
good news for Eaton Rapids Super
intendent David Gray. 

"As a school district you try to plan 
more than just the school year that 
you're in," he said. "By us being told 
we're basically back to square one for 
2003, it affects what we can do. We 
have to wait and see what reality 
really is all the way around." 

School districts must adopt their 

. CHRIS HOLMES/Lansing State Joi.Imai 

Reading: Ailie Weaver (right), a student at Grand Ledge's Hayes Middle School, reads to Neff Elementary School second
graders Megan Evert (center) and classmate Audrie Thelen. The 2002-03 school-aid budget had $1 billion vetoed. 

proposed budget by July 1 each 
year. 

Gray, who runs the 3,200-student 
district, said he does understand the 
need to revise the budg~t for eco- · 
nomic reasons. 

"I don't discount at all what it is," he 
said. 

'The bottom line as educators (is) 
we have our work cut out for us." 

DeWitt Superintendent Jerry Jen
nings, who runs the 2,735-student 
district, said there is time to work out 
funding issues before the 2002-03 
fiscal year begins Oct. 1, 2002. 

A grass-roots effort from parents 
and community members for pro
grams such as early literacy train
ing is likely if they aren't restored in 
this process, he said. 

"This is going to be on our radar 
screen," Jennings said. 

"These are issues that are DeWitt 
issues and universal issues through
out. the state:" 

School officials in Grand Ledge, 
with 5,300 students,· also will be 
watching the budget process clos!!lY 
for any developments. 

"That hurts our ability plan," said 

district spokesman Steve Krumm. 
. "There's an important variable 

out there that we just don't know 
that makes it impossible to make 
further budget commitments." 

The state Board of Education 
likely will discuss Engler's decision 
at its Oct. 18 meeting, said T.J. 
Bucholz, spokesman for the Depart
ment .of Education. 

Engler signed most of the budget 
bill covering the 2001-02 and 
2002-03 school years late last week. 

The bill made substantial changes 
in the school-aid budget lawmakers 
passed last year for the 2000-01, 
2001-02 and 2002-03 school years. 

Schools get a 4.6 percent increase 
in state funding this year under 
the $11.4 billion school-aid budget 
signed by Engler. Districts will 
receive at least $6,500 per student 
this fall, up from $6,000 last school 
year. 

Engler restored $8 million to this 
year's budget for the Golden Apple 

·Award and put back $20 million for 
the Partnership for Adult Learning 
programs. 

State Superintendent Thomas 
Watkins Jr. said in a statement that 
he was pleased the school's founda
tion grant this year was preserved, 
and said he supports looking at 
the larger economic picture, Bucholz 
said .. 

Even with the cuts he made 
Friday, Engler said more might need 
to be done as the state deals. with 
the unknown economic effects of the 
Sept. 11 terrorist attacks. 

The Associated Press contributed 
to this ·report. Contact Jessi. De 
La Cruz at 377-1063 or ! 

jdelacru@lsj.com. 

t-SJ ;c-3-o i 



Here's how Lansing
area fourth-graders 
scored on the M EAP. 
The reading and math 
scores were transposed 
in Thursday's paper. 

District name 

4th grade 

i Bath Community Schools 86.3 73 72.6 73 
l - r - - - - - .. 

Charlotte Public Schools 70.1 194 _ 59.8 194 
Dansville Agricultur~I Schools -[ - 92.6 )i 54 -~E!5.2_J: 54 
DeWitt Public Schools : 89.6 1 173 78 · 173 
East Lansing School District l .- 8~.:5- -]! 228 ~~-!5.9~- -J 220 
Eaton Rapids Public Schools 7~ 232 , 61.2 , 232 
Fowler Public Schools r9g ___ JI 25 -l 84 _ _ ) 25 

~~=~~rv~~d~~~:~l~~:O:!s l-=~I=-J ~~~ : ~1~~--' ~~ 
Haslett Public Schools ~- ?~·~ 1 209 _ 72 207 
Holt Public Schools ,~ 75 1 348 62 345 
Ionia Public Schools 78.2 225 70.1 1 224 
Laingsburg Comm. School Dist. r=--94~t~- ! 101 ~r- ?~~~ 102 

t:~l~~n~u~lfch~~~~~~trict :'[---~_;:_~--- :: 1,2~~ -t--~}-! , 1,2~~ 
Maple Valley Public Schools -~6_8.9_ 1 103 ,-r--·59~2-- 103 
Mason Public Schools r:_~o.3 ) 203 =i -

8
Ef

4
8 .. 5

9 
i 2

2
0
7
3
8 Okemos Public Schools ! 92.4 i 278 

Ovid-Elsie Area Schools f --~~---~ _ -J- 121 t- _?_Q.2-_ 
1 

121 
Perry Public Schools ~ 69.2 ; 133 +-.§.8.~-~ 135 
Pewamo-Westphalia Schools ·:1-?s:~? .. l' 17 -t 70.6 -1' 17 
Portland Public Schools f ___ 80~~ _j 124 _

1 
__ 

6
7

7
2 .. 

3
6 _ J·,,- 1

4
24

9 Potterville Public Schools ~ _ 77.6 i· 49 _. -'------1 

St. Johns Public Schools - 82.1 1 218 ~ 64.2 1 218 
Stockbridge Community Schools f __ ??~~- __ j 137 ~L- _ ~ey_. f _ J 136 
Waverlv Communitv Schools r· _§~·~-1 209 I 56.2 : 21 O 
Webberville Communitv Schools; ~1.T / 47 -i --~~ .1~ 45 
Williamston Community Schools _ 78 i 127 67 .5 ; 126 

Charter schools 
Capital Area Academy -I 30.8 It 26 _UQ~~ 26 
El-Hajj Malik El-Shabazz Academy . __ 3_3.3 ~ 18 22.2 18 
Island City Academy LJ7.~ : 18 

-· -- - - -- -1 
18 -L_66:?._J 

Mid-Michigan Public School Academy 43.5 . 69 : 34.8 - 69 
Michigan Early Elementary Center Ll~i 17 -, - ~ 17 .. 47.1_j 
New City Academy * 1 8 - * 8 
Sankofa Shule Academy r_ 20-.-J: 20 

·~r-- --- -- "l 
21 -I - ??·6 J; 

Walter French Academy · 18.5 ! 27 15.4 ! 26 
Windemere Park Charter Academy [-=-§~:~--- J 44 -r--- ---- , 44 .__ -~4·~- . 
White Pine School District · * ' 5 ' * 5 

i 

Statewide I 72.3 I 12a,209 II 60.4 _ I 121 ,663 
*For districts with fewer than 9 students tested, no percentage values are released. 

Source: Michigan Department of Treasury Lansing State Journal 
Q - 'l .i-01 



Eaton Rapids church adds ministries 
Eaton ~pids Assembly of God, 2764 S. Michigan, announces 

the addition of two ministries and directors. Retired Lansing Battalion 
Chief-Paramedic Kevin West will assume responsibilities as Christian 
education director for all ages and departments. Kevin and his wife, 
Christine, have three children and three grandchildren. 

Paramedic AJjan (A.J.) De Waele is the new youth director with 
his wife, Connie. 

Join the church for worship services at 10 a.m. Sundays. Teen group 
is 6 p.m. Sundays, and a class at 7 p.m. Wednesdays is for everyone. Th 
learn more, c~ 663-1377. . L S.J C/ -1 $ - O I 



·VFW kids help raise inoney for Red Cross 
The children at the VFW National Home for Children are once again 

stepping forward to show their suppoz:t for their country. . 
This time the kids have decided to have a bake sale and lunch in 

conjunction with the National Home auction Saturday. 
· Proceeds from the bake sale and lunch will be sent to the Red Cross 

to assist i.t in efforts to help the victims, their families 1and the rescue 
workers in Washington, D.C., and New York. 

The auction, bake sale and lunch will take place on the campus of 
the National Home, 3573 S. Waverly Road, Eaton Rapids. The auction 
begins at 10 a.m. 

Please stop by, enjoy lunch and the bake sale, and help others by 

doing so. L-5 J y-.:1'/-c/ 



VFW home seeks 
mentors for children 

EATON RAPIDS - Mentors 
are . being sought for children 
at the VFW National Home for 
Children. 

The AnieriCorps MentorMore 
Project is designed to provide 
service to the more than 85 chil
dreQ and 25 single parents living 
at the home. 

The VFW home needs full
time and part-time volunteers. 

AmeriCorp~ members will con
centrate on family support team 
members, job coaches, service-. 
lel!rning program members and 
the MENTOR team. 

Fot more information, call 
Richard Wilford at 663-7645. 

LSJ <=t-9-0I 



Public safety 
Teen hurt after 
touching power line 

HAMLIN TWP. - An Eaton 
Rapids teen was in critical con~ 
dition late Wednesday after he 
touched a downed power line 
after crashing his sport utility 
vehicle into a utility pole, Eaton 
County sheriff's deputies said. 
. The 17--year-old was driving 
east on Holmes Highway near 
Clinton Trail at about 8 a.m. 
when he complained to the two 
teens riding with him that he 
had trouble seeing because of the 
sun, deputies said. 

He drove .his 1999 Chevy 
Tracker through a stop sign at 
Clinton Trail, lost control and 
struck•the pole, breaking it into 
four pieces, deputies said. 

Power lines fell to the ground. 
The teen stepped out of his 
Tracker and accidentally touched 
one of the lines. He suffered 
third-degree burns "to his ear and 
down the right side of his body, 

· deputies said. 
He was taken to Lansing's 

Sparrow Hospital but soon was 
flown to the burn unit at Spec
trum Hospital in Grand Rapids. 

The other teens, both girls, 
suffered minor injuries and were 
treated at Eaton Rapids Commu
nity Hospital. A Hamlin Town
ship firefighter also suffered 
minor injuries when. she touched 
·one of the loose power lines. 

LSJ ~-"'-01 



Pupils counting down to space camp 
25 eighth-graders from 
Eaton Rapids will spend a 
week in Huntsville, Ala. 

By Jessi De La Cruz 
Lansing State Journal 

EATON RAPIDS - Twenty
five eighth-graders set off today 
to participate in a weeklong 
space camp. 

At U.S. Space Camp, located in 
Huntsville, Ala., the pupils will 
participate in a number of activi
ties, including running a simulated 
mission and experiencing what it 
feels like to be weightless. 

"It's an excellent opportunity to 
apply the math and science they've 
learned," said Gerald Adams, 
Eaton Rapids Middle School 
eighth-grade science teacher and 
program coordinator. 

"This is a hands-on appli
cation of everything . they've 
learned up to this point in their 
school career." 

The annual trip , which takes 
about a year to plan, comes 
at a tragic time for America. 
Some parents called Adams on · 
Tuesday, wondering if the trip 
would still go on after the 
terrorist attacks in New York and 
Washington . 

. "I know it's been a tragedy this 
week," said Adams; at a pretrip 
celebration Thursday afternoon. 

"It's been hard for everyone. I 
want you to put it behind you and 
have a good week." 

About half of the pupils are 
flying to the camp. Others are 
being driven there. 

Parent Sue Norris said she had 
some concerns about sending her 
daughter Brittani on the trip but 
changed her mind as the week 
wore on. 

"It's good to keep some .nor
- malcy," she· said. 

This is the 10th year the school 
has sent pupils to the space 
camp. 

The camp costs $626 per pupil, 
which is supplemented by a fund
raiser and scholarship. 

Mnl'<t. f"1n1ili<> <: n <> irl <>hrmt cl: Q ()() 

CHRIS HOLMES/Lansing State Journal 

Ready for liftoff: Eaton Rapids · Middle School eighth-grader Kayla Potter, 13, asks Paul Wegner (far left with patch on sleeve) a question during a 
reception for the pupils going to the U.S. Space Camp in Huntsville, Ala. Potter said: "Oh yeah!" when asked if she was excited about going. Wegner 
will be one of the chaperones on the trip. 

rience," said Sherri Kleinhardt, 
whose son Josh is flying down. 
• "I think it will benefit him later 

in life." 
Pupils had to apply last year to 

be part of the program. They had 
to have teacher letters of recom-

mendation and be approved to go 
by the school board.. 

"I just thought it was a neat 
thing to do," said Amy Gemal
sky, 13 . "You can't learn what 
it's like to be in space in class. 
You can't learn about missions 

in detail." 
For the first time ever, parents 

can track their children's activ
ities on the district's Web site 
as they go through the camp at 
www.erps.k12.mi.us. 

Each day photos will be added 

showing the pupils at work. 
When pupils return home next 

week, they'll share what they 
learned with their peers and pos
sibly other schools in the district. 

Contact Jessi De La Cruz at 
377-1063 or jdelacru@lsj.com. 

,_s.J 9-1 s- -o I 



Preschools find n~w us~s for grant money· 
Eaton County plans to 
iivide at least $40,000 
Jetween area groups 

By Sharon Terlep 
Lansing State Journal 

CHARLO'ITE - Eaton County 
ivill get at least $40,000 to help pre
lare young children for school. 

The state grant - which will go 
.o nonprofit agencies that work with 
:hildren up to age 5 - could be used 
or anything from new programs to 
iew story books. 

Early Childhood Services ofEaton 
Jounty will decide who gets chunks 
if the money, which range from $500 
;o $5,000. 

The deadline to apply is Oct. 1. 
\lready, about 20 groups have asked 
'or applications, said Ronda Rucker, 
:rant administrator for Early Child-
10od Services. 

"There's a large need for resources 
.oward any early childhood ser
rices," she said. 

"What we do at this stage in their 
ives can have an impact for the rest 
if their life." 

The county could get more money, 
lepending on what happens when 
he state Legislature returns from 
;ummer vacation later this month. 

Initially, the state planned to give 
i60,000 for three years. 

But pressure to trim the state 
mdget could mean cutting much of 
.hat. 

The grant is part of $2 million 
~aton County is getting from the 
:tate's All Students Achieve Pro
:ram. 

The preschool mini-grant pro
:ram is the first of its kind in the 
.tate, Rucker said. 

It covers any organization in the 
trea served by the Eaton lnterme
liate School District. 

Kay Harwood hopes to get money 
o help buy new books and play 
quipment for the kids at Small 
Hessings Christian Child Care 
)enter in Eaton Rapids. 

A nonprofit with 38 kids ages six 
veeks to 12 years, the center strug
;les to keep its stock up to date. 

"It's really hard to have extra 
noney left," said Harwood, the cen
er's director. 

"This could help us to have some 
xtra money to get things that we've 
vanted for a while and haven't been 
.ble to get." 

Toys and books are fun for the 
~ds. 

But they're vital to a child's devel
pment too, she said. 

Kids must be constantly stimu-
9.ted, able to see and experience 
tew things. 

That helps prepare their minds 

CHRIS HOLMES/Lansing State Journal 

Another long day at the office: Teresa Hays picks up her s~n Hudson at Small Blessings Christian Child Care Center in Eaton Rapids. 

"Kids really like to dress 
up and use their 

imagination." 
Heather Collins 

parent 

for learning later in life. 
The Grand Ledge Cooperative 

Preschool where Heather Collins 
enrolls her son could use more toys 
and dress-up clothes - for boys. 

"Kids really like to dress up and 
use their imagination," said Collins, 
whose 4-year-old son goes to the 
school, which requires parents to 
volunteer in class once a month. 

"But there's not a lot· for little 
boys." 

Those types of toys allow kids to 
develop creativity and learn to inter
act with other kids, she said. 

"I've seen kids who've beeri to pre
school and kids who haven't," she 
said. 

"There's a difference. It gets them 
used to the classroom and lays 
groundwork for all the stuff they 
need to learn in life." 

Contact Sharon Terlep at 377-
1066 or sterlep@lsj.com. 

Eating it up: Joshua Savage, 3, (left} and Daniel Nicol, 4, thoroughly enjoy their s'mores at the Small Blessings 
Christian Child Care Center in Eaton Rapids. 
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Safety Town for kids 
arrives in September 

EATON RAPIDS -A Capital 
Region Community Foundation 
$1,000 grant will help teach per
sonal and pedestrian safety to 
Eaton Rapids children. 

Called Safety Town, the pro
gram creates a child-size town 
youngsters can walk through to 
learn all aspects of community 
safety. 

Eaton Rapids' Safety Week 
begins with a work session to set 
up the safety town at 10 a.m. 
Sept. 8 at the Wesleyan Church, 
6044 S. Clinton Trail. 

Community groups are trying 
to find a permanent building to 
house the Safety House so that 
it doesn't have to be set tip and 
torn down at every event. 

Eaton Rapids children may 
begin walking through Safety 
Town at 9 a.m. Sept. 11 with the 
last class finishing at 3:15 p.m. 
Sept. 13. 

While in Safety Town, chil
dren will cross streets and learn 
that vehicles might appear out 
of nowhere - such as out. of a 
bank drive-through, gas station 
or alley. 

These settings are to teach 
children to look first and avoid 
dangerous situations. 

While in Safety Town, chil
dren will talk to a police officer 
and spend time with an emer
gency medical technician in an 
ambulance, a firefighter in a fire
truck and school bus driver in a 
bus. 
Frnm stnff rPnnrt.~ 



Library ponders fees f Or nonresidents 
Using number of patrons 
1uts strain on budget at 
~aton Rapids facility 

By Sally Trout 
Lansing State Journal 

EATON RAPIDS - Library user 
umbers continue to grow at Eaton 
'.apids Library, while the revenue 
ources to operate the library are 
mited. 
The situation has Mayor Donald 

!olestock and members of the City 
!ouncil looking for ways to supple
ient the library's income. 

"It's harder and harder for the 
ity to support the library, espe
ially without any help from out-of
own library users," Colestock said. 

Looking for a remedy, council 
a.embers now are talking about 
.ssessing a fee to all nonresident 
Lsers. 

Nancy Murray, Eaton Rapids 
ibrary director, sets the operating 
mdget at $167,000 annually with 
Lbout $50,000 coming from state aid 
md penal fines. The rest is made 
ip from the city's general fund. 

"There are probably five town
ihips that have residents using our 
ibrary, but these residents rejected 
;he idea of a district library system 
ibout two years ago," Colestock 
;aid. 

"Because of this, we are talking 
;eriously about a user fee." 

At the same time, Colestock wants 
;o make it very clear there is no 
;h.reat that the library will be closed 
Jr moved from its downtown site. 

There is a contract in place with 
Hamlin, Eaton Rapids and a por
;ion of Brookfield townships that 
3.grees their penal fines will go to 
;he city. 

However, Murray says townships 
stopped these payments in 1990 
when a heated dispute over fire 

Boosting costs: Virginia Rogerson looks over the paperback trade 
section in the Eato1 Rapids Library. E-he said she goes throu~t- a coJple 

department operations ca.used the 
toW1lships to set up their own fire 
departments. 

"The penal fine agreements are 
on file, but the townshii:s are not 
abiding by them and the city has 
not pressed them to live up to the 
agreements," she said. 

Bruce Miller, an Eaten Rapids 
To\vnship resident, has r.o qualms 
with paying a reaso:i.able fee or tax 
increase for library services. 

"I owe the Ebrary and city a debt 
of gratitude," he said Friday. "It's 

a joy to be abJe to use the E.1t•)n 
Rapids Library." 

Judy Hansen, a Broo:illeld Tc·wn
sbp resident, makes her 'Vay tc b.e 
ci:y library about once a wee¥_ for 
her three- or four-book ix.. 

"If the city assessed me a fee 
it wouldn't affect my Yisits to be 
library," she said. "I don t huy bcoks, 
I borrow and return them fre
quently." 

Hansen favors a regi:::r:al lib:ary 
approach rather than c city oi;era
tion. 

CHRIS HOLMES/Lansing State J:)urml 

i:;aperbacks a week c.nd then trades them for riew 01es The library i3 
c:msieerin~ assessing a fee for nonresident users. 

While l\Curray would like to see 
more noney for librc.ry operations, 
s·:ie W)rriES the fee Jlan will re
o;ien dd wounds be1.~een the city 
and to·.vnsbips. 

The user fee talks ~ome at a ti1rce 
when the number of library users is 
s:eadily climbing. 

Childrer:. partdpa1.i_-ig in the just
C•JmplEteC: summer rea::ling program 
jumped by more than 100 readers 
\\ith 254 :;oung3ten attending to 
the end. 

The::-e are 28,000 books, 2,20) 

videos and two corr:puters avail
ab~e to library i:atro:1s in the cit/ 
library. Internet serr_ces are tkel:,r 
this fall. 

The library emp:oys two full-tim :! 
emp~oyees, four par:- timers a::1d 3. 

custodian. 
Library hours are 10 a.m. to .3 

p.m. Monday thr:mg~1 Thursday, 1•) 
a.m. to 5 p.m. F ri·:lay and after 
Labc0r Day is open 10 a.m. to 2 p.rr:. 
on .Saturday. 

Contact Sally T~o:a at 377-!.04•) 
or strnut@lsj.com. 
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E. Rapids co·mplex ready to open 
Apartment project has 
parking, exercise room, 
. view of Grand River 

By Sally Trout 
Lansing State Journal 

EATON RAPIDS - The city 
had to lose an industry to real

' ize one of the largest residential 
redevelopment projects in its his
tory. 

Several years ago, Michigan 
Packaging Co. began · a gradual 
move out of Eaton Rapids to new · 
quarters in Mason. 

Today, Mason couple Jack and 
Marilyn Stenberg are turning the 
old Horner Woolen Mill and former 
packaging company building at 
Main Street and M-99 into 80 lux
ury units, called Edgewater Apart
ments. 

"While at the Home Port Res
taurant, I looked out one of the 
port hole windows, saw the old 
mill building overlooking the river 
and thought that's a great place 
for an apartment development," 
Jack Stenberg said. 

That was almost three years 
ago. 

Now well into the more than 
$3 million project, there are 26 
units scheduled to open in late 
August with two-thirds of the 
apartments spoken for. 

City Manager William LeFe
vere said the community had 
experienced some major industrial 
redevelopment, but that Edgewa
ter Apartments were the largest 
residential project, exceeding the 
transformation of the former high 
school into living units. · 

"I toured the apartments this 
week and feel they will be very 
well-rec'eived by the community," 

CHF IS HOLM :S/Lansing Slcte Journal 

Almost ready: Mitch Parish, (left), and Clayton McGuirt place a d.:ior in one Jf the new Edgewater Apartments 
in Eaton Rapids. The 26-unit facility overlooking the Grand River is s-3t tc cpe'l in late hgust. 

he said. 
The Stenberg.s like the friend

liness of Eaton Rapids and the 
city's cooperativeness, but it was· 
the building that really won them 
over. 

"We hired an architect who spe
cializes in building restorations 
and decided to build apartments 
that we would like to live .in our-

Eelves," Marilyn Stenberg said. 
Richard Monroe, Eaton Rapids' 

Downtown Development Au:hor
i:;y director, predicts the housin,~ 
complex will have a poEitiv:l 
i:npact on the downtow:i and 

. whole community. 
"It should bring about 16C re&

i :lents within easy walking di&
tance of the downtown," he said. 

The St.:;)nbergs may ge:; some 
oore hel:i: from the city. 

Monroe says there are plans 
b extend the city's streetscape 
i:nproverr:ents m front of the 
apartments. 

The DDA wil1 apply fo!' state 
t:-ansportat.ion g::-ant momy to do 
he project by Oct. 2. 

There vill be another attempt 

Amenities: Edgewater Apartments 
in Eaton Rapids will offer balconies 
overloDking the Grand River, lobby 
area aid exercise rooms. 
to fund a new section of the river 
walkV'ay beside the apartments. 

Stenberg also hopes to partner 
with 1he city on the installation 
of fountains in the river. 

As these plans go fo~ward, the 
Stenb:lrgs are keeping about 40 
tradeEmen on the job with the 
goal o:' opening a second building 
sectio::i by late December. 

AB ap~rtments come with qual
ity appliances, including laun
dries, sliding doors onto balconies 
overlo::iking the river or decks, 
the latest in fire protection, an 
enclosed parking ramp, a security 
systeo, airy lobby area, commu
nitv a::id exercise rooms. 

Them are five different apart
ment :ityles starting with studio 
apartmems renting for $540 a 
montl-_ to three-bedroom units 
costing $1,500 a month. 

Double walls are filled with two 
types of noise-baffling insulation 
to ens·.Ire quiet. 

"We have tried to design apart
ments with features that make 
them feel like a home," Marilyn 
Stenberg said. 

Contact Sally Trout at 377-1040 
or strcut@lsj.com. 
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Teen surveys businesses to become Eagle Scout 
By Sally Trout 

Lansing State Journal 

EATON RAPIDS - David Peters' 
:i:agle Scout effort isn't the typical 
1ammer and nails challenge. He is 
;ielping his community by organiz
Jlg a survey of the downtown busi
o.ess district. 

David sent surveys out to 600 
msinesses and residents asking 
;vhat is important to the commu
:rity, what does the business district 
ack and what would make the busi-
1ess district better. 

Now David, with help from other 
3couts in Troop No. 52 and members 
if the Eaton Rapids High School 
~ational Honor Society, is gathering 
;he results and will write a report 
if his findings for the Eaton Rapids 
)own town Development Authority. 

"This is the same survey cir
:ulated by the DDA about eight 
rears ago,'' authority director Rich
ird Monroe said. ''We will compare 
·esults of the two surveys as a way 
;o measure growth and public opin
on." 

In deciding to do this project, 
) avid said he was looking for a 
itay to be helpful but also needed a 
iroject that would fit into his tight 
;ummer schedule. 

The 17-year-old Eaton Rapids 
iigh School senior squeezed the 
~agle project in between band camps 

and a Western Michigan University 
music seminar. 

"I got about 200 survey responses 
back and hopefully results will give 
some insight into what residents 
want to see in their hometown 
business district," David said. "The 
survey measures the importance 
downtown of such things as condi
tion of the buildings, traffic flow, 
quality of goods available and ser
vices provided." 

Kay McAttee, owner of Flutterby 
Creations, a gift, crafts and collect
ibles store, looks forward to seeing 
the survey results. 

"A kurvey like this gives . a large 
group of people an opportunity to 
express their opinion of what is right 
and wrong with the business dis
trict," she said. 

"It will definitely give retailers 
a chance to see what people want 
downtown." 

While McAttee doesn't know 
David, she is pfeased to see his 
involvement in community affairs. 

"This (survey) is a good project
! like to see young people interested 
in positive community efforts,'' she 
said. 

Monroe had looked briefly over 
some of the 200 surveys returned 
and saw some prevailing themes. 

People said they wanted more 
retail clothing, fewer pizza stores 

CHRIS HOLMES/Lansing State , lournal 

Different kind .of project: D3vid Peters, 17, {left) works with other Boy Scouts in his troop on a survey regarding 
the Eaton Rapids downtowr business dis· rict. Dav d is completing the project to become an Eagle Scout. 

and a good, quality restaurant, 
bakery, book store and even 1 farm
ers market. 

Respondents also were asked to 

ratE the city on safety, cl:!anliness 
and overall i:nage. 

"] enjoyed being ir_volved in this 
project and am conv-11c.ed this will 

help make Eaton Rapids a nicer 
community to live in," David said. 

Contact Sally Trout at 377-1040 
or strout@lsj.com 
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lot your usual pasta: Charlene Nobach displays the Spelt- family had been growing the ancient grain spelt on their 
fe Pasta she manufactures and sells in Eaton Rapids. Her farm for 12 years and began turning it into pasta. - . 

~cient grain making comeback 
[bree mid-Michigan 
1usinesses selling 
pelt-based products 

By Tom Gantert 
Lansing State Journal 

Charlene Nobach wasn't 
1re what to do five years ago· 
•hen her then 6-year-old son 
ras diagnosed as being severe
' allergic to wheat. 
The Eaton Rapids woman's 

>lution spawned a new busi
ess selling S:Jelt, a cereal grain 
milar to wl'teat but easier to 
igest for t:iose allergic to 
heat. · 
"I know i: sounds crazy," 

lid Nobach, 44, a mother of 
1ur. "Five y~ars a~o, I never 
1ought I would find myself 
ith my own pasta company." 
The familv savs research 

1ows that ;pelt- was grown 
tore than 9,)00 years ago in 
urope. 
From pastE.. to beer, three 
id-Michigan businesses are 
nding success marketing 
1elt, a ~rain that looks like 
heat with a slightly darker 
1lor: 
• Nobach began selling 
Jeltlife Pasta in October 2000 
om her familv farm at 728 

years and she never tried it. 
Once she made it for her son to 
eat, she came up with the idea 
to market it. 

Now the family sells it out of 
their farm. 

"The word of mouth has 
· been overwhelming," said Cas

sandra Breen, Charlene's 
daughter. "People tell us they 
drive from all over the state. 
For all the things going on, peo
ple don't know what is being 
put on their food anymor~." 

Mason said spelt beer was a 
chance to make something dif

Wheat substitute: Spelt is similar to wheat but easier to ferent and see if there's a mar
digest for those allergic to wheat. ketforit.Hesaysnationalnatu

ral food stores have expressed 
interest in it. 

Montgomery St. in Eaton Rap
ids. They ship about 100,000 
pounds of spelt a month. · 

• Don Stinchcomb, presi
dent of Purity Foods Inc. in 
Okemos, said his sales of spelt 
pasta have increased 97· per
cent from last year. Stinch-. 
comb said his company sold 
more than a million pounds of it 
to retailers across the country 
this year. 

Purity Foods has sold spelt 
for more than 10 years. It gen
erally can be bought for $3.95 a 
pound. ' 

"It has a better flavor than 
wheat." Stinchcomb said. 

"This isn't a fadish thing, it The Michigan Brewing Co. 
won't be gone tomorrow." made its first batch of l,OOO· 

• Bobby Mason, owner of cases of spelt beer two months 
Michigan Brewing Co. in Web- ago. A larger second batch is 
berville, said he has created the being made now. 
first all-spelt beer in Michigan. "If should be very popular," 
It can be bought at his business he said. "What is gomg to make 
at 2582 M-52 North. it popular is it is spelt-based 

For Nobach, making spelt and we'll put it in the natural 
pasta wasn't so much a busi- food stores." 
ness decision as just finding Mason said the only way to 
something her son could eat get it now is to buy it at his pub 

Gordon Nobach,. 11, would at the brewery for $3 a pint. 
suffer s.evere stomach cramps_ Eventually, it will sell for $5.99 
every time he. ate wheat be- a four-pack. 
cause of allergies. _ 

Charlene said the family had Contact Tom Gan~ert at 377-
ITTown soelt on its farm for 1?. 1194 or tf!antertr@ls1.com. 



Man's intuition saves family of three 
\rson suspected in 
~arly morning blaze 
hat destroys house 

By Katie Matvias 
Lansing State Journal 

Detention Officer David 
iladstone doesn't know why 
te looked down Reo Road on 
~hursday morning on his way 
tome from work at the city jail. 

And he isn't sure what made 
tim make a U-tum on Martin 
.uther King Jr. Boulevard at 
::40 a.m. to look again. 

But 
Tonia Ma
hon knows 
that if Glad
stone's in
tuition 
hadn't led 
him to her 
burning 
door, she 
and her Gladstone 
husband 
and son would be dead. 

"There are no words to de
scribe what I am feeling," Ma
hon said. "I'm so grateful. I 
don't think we would have 
made it." 

Gladstone said flames from 
the porch were already up to 8 
feet tall when he pulled up in 
front of the house, where the 
family was sleeping soundly. 

"I ran up and started beating 
on the house and on the windows 
trying to wake them up," he said. 

No one answered. 
He foi.lnd a window left open a 

How to help 
Neighbors are collecting 
money for the Mahon family. 
Anyone interested in donat
ing should call Tony Castillo 
at 882-4220. 

crack and jumped up, trying to · 
open it. ily, an unidentified man who 

"I was trying to climb in saw the fire was dialing 911 
when I knocked things off the from his cell phone. 
dresser and a woman woke "The heat was really in
up," he said. "I was yelling for tense," Gladstone said. "You 
them to get out." 

As he tried to rouse the fam- Please see FIRE, 9A 

GREG DeRUITER/Lansing State Journal 

Aftermath: Kenny Nelson, 8, waters burned shrubs Thursday 
at his aunt and uncle's house after a fire earlier in the day. 
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Thin 
air? 
Disappearances of 
Lowe's items raise 
concerns, questions 

A common thread ran 
through two stories of strange 
disappearances that crossed 
my desk this week. 

One involved 300 4-by-8-
foot sheets of particle board; 
the other, a 10-by-15-footutil
ity shed. Both ~nvolved 
Lowe's Home Improvement 
Warehouse in Delta 
Township. 

The story of the missing 
shed goes back to late April, 
when Terry Gilson of Lansing 
put in his order at Lowe's. It 
actually was a package of ma
terials that, when assembled 
by Gilson, would form a shed. 
The package cost $2,250, 
which Gilson charged on his 
Visa card. 

The original delivery date 
of May 16 was delayed a cou
ple of times. On June 20, Gil
son called Lowe's to find out 
why the order hadn't been de· 
livered. He was transferred to 
a manager, who asked him 
which pieces were missing. 

All of them, Gilson replied. 

Right place 
The manager insisted that 

the shed - three pallets' 
worth - was dropped on Gil· 
son's driveway on June 11. It 
wasn't a case of the delivery 
guys having the wrong ad· 
dress, either. All the paper
work pointed straight to Gil· 
son's south Lansing home. 

But Gilson swore he never 
saw a shingle. 

The manager, Gilson said, 
all but called him a liar. 

"He said to me, 'As far as 
I'm concerned, you got your 
shed and you won't get anoth
er one from us.' " 

After a concentrated pro
test and a call to the Michi~an 
Attorney General's Office, 
Gilson got his shed- only be· 
cause the folks at Lowe's were 
unable to produce evidence 
that anybody acknowledged 
receiving the materials. 

It was obvious to Gilson 
that the Lowe's manager 
thought Gilson had gotten 
away with something. 

"I said, 'You're treating me 
like I'm scamming you. He 
said, 'Take it any way you 
want.'" 

No-show 
Now, the particle board: 

Steve Nobach, an Eaton Rap
ids farmer who's building a 
barn, took advantage of a sale 
back in February. He paid 
Lowe's $1,800, plus sales t~ 
and a $35 delivery charge, for 
the 300 sheets - to be deliv
ered to his farm at a later date. 

Around the first of June, 
Nobach called Lowe's and 
said he was ready for the 
boards. Somebody there told 
him the stuff already had 
been delivered. 

Again, store officials were 
unable to produce any proof 
that Nobach, or any membe~ 
of his family, had accepted 
the material. But, as of 
Wednesday- nearly a month 
after the dispute flared - the 
Lowe's people continued to 
resist Nobach's request for a 
new load of boards. 

A manager at the local store 
declined to discuss the matter 
and referred me to the com pa. 
ny' s corporate office in 
Wilkesboro, N.C. 

On Wednesday morning I 
explained the situation to 
spokeswoman Jule Eller. On 
Wednesday afternoon No
bach got a call from a Lowe's 
district manager who told him 
that he would get the supplies 
he paid for next week. 

"It was totally different atti· 
tude," Nobach said. "Obvi· 
ously the problem was at the 
store." 

Nobach said he's glad to get 
the SUP.plies he bought, but, 
like Gilson, he resented the 
implication that he was trying 
to get away with something. 

"The last thing I would do is 
try to cheat somebody," he 
said. 

As for the bigger question 
of what happened to the first 
load of particle board and the 
first shed, Eller originally as
sured me - in our two tele
phone conversations - that 
she would unravel the mys
tery and let me know what 
happened. 

But after those initial con
tacts, Eller quit returning my 
calls. 

Mat do you think? Call 
John Schneider at 377-1175, 
send a fax to 377-1298, ore
mail jschneider@Jsj.com. In
clude your name, phone num· 
ber, city, town or township. 
L'S .J '7 -3o - o t 



Program gives teens taste of Navy life 
Sea Cadet Corps offers 
travel experience, shot 
at scholarship money 

By Chris Golembiewski 
Lansing State Journal 

When Andrea Malewski was 14, a 
poster in an Eaton Rapids hardware 
store window intrigued her. 

"It was about joining the military 
and seeing the world," she said. 

Andrea, now 15, already is doing 
just that. 

Although not officially in the mili
tary, she's part of the closest thing: 
the Naval Sea Cadet Corps. 

The Lansing unit has about 30 
members, who must be 14 to 17 to 
join, said Lana Smith, commanding 
officer. 

All three of Smith's daughters 
have been through the program, 
which is 80 percent male. 

The cadets learn responsibility, 
teamwork and leadership skills. 

"It also provides scholarship op
portunities and helps when apply
ing to military academies," Smith 
said. 

Kids wear a naval work uniform 
- dark blue trousers and light blue 
shirts, earn ranks and the opportu
nity for summer training with Navy 
officers on nuclear submarines, air
craft carriers, Coast Guard cutters 
and naval bases. ' 

On Thursday, Andrea will leave 
for two weeks of leadership training 
at the U.S. Air Force Academy in 
Colorado. 

Then she'll. spend two weeks at 

ROBERT KILLIPS/lansing State Journal 

Shipping out: Naval Sea Cadets board a bus last week for two weeks of training at the Great Lakes 
Naval Base near Waukegan, Ill. 

the Great Lakes Naval Base near 
Waukegan, Ill., on emergency medi
cal training. 

She'll head to the naval subma
rine base at King's Bay, Ga., right 
after that, for two more weeks 
learning about port operations. 

"It opens the doors to every
thing," Andrea said of the Sea 
Cadets. . 

"I'll be doing so much this sum
mer other people my age won't 
know how to." 

Smith's youngest child, Sarah Os-

ter, 18, a recent graduate of Everett 
High School, said the Cadets 
shaped her career plans. 

After she attends Tidewater Uni
versity in Virginia this fall, Oster 
plans to pursue a Navy Reserve Of
ficer Training Corps scholarship. 

"I'd like to combine my love of 
foreign language and political sci
ence and work my way into a diplo
matic position through the Navy," 
she said. 

Cadets must go through two 
weeks of basic training similar to 
'what real recruits experience. 

Why would a young girl be inter
ested in joining a tough military 
outfit? 

"I've always been interested in 
ships and planes," Oster said. "My 
sister was a cadet and I was eager to 
join at the youngest a~e possible." 

At 11, she joined the Junior group, 
called the Navy League Cadets, un
til she turned 14. 

Oster's now the highest ranking 
cadet in Lansing: chief petty officer. 
She could join the Navy now with 
an advanced pay grade of Seaman 
E3. 

Oster said some of her best cadet 
experiences included training on 
the USS Enterprise aircraft carrier 
and sailing on the HMS Eagle in a · 
Fourth of July tall ships parade in 
New York harbor. 

She was training at a Long Island 
Coast Guard station when it was 
called into the 1999 search for John 
F. Kennedy Jr.'s plane. She also rep- · 
resented Michigan at an interna
tional cadet exchange in Bermuda. 

"It brings out a different part of 
you to be part of something big," 
Oster said. "I really love to know 
what it feels like to be an American 
- and to help younger kids build 
themselves up." 

Contact Chris Golembiewski at 
377-1044 or cgolembi@lsj.com. 

I 4. ' j . ~ ')U • ,.., I 



Center facing crisis of its own 
1earts and Hands is 
unning out of space, 
mt needs help to move 

By Sally Trout 
Lansing State Journal 

Hearts and Hands gives assis
ance to those in crisis, but today it 
1eeds a helping hand. 

Hearts and Hands, a local crisis 
enter for families in need of food, 
lothing, shelter, help with utilities 
.nd other ser
ices, is running 
•ut of space. 

There is more 
oom in the 

Eaton 
Rapids 

Ailler Ice Cream Complex on State 
itreet in Eaton Rapids where 
iearts and Hands is now, but it will 
:ost an estimated $80,000 to reno-
•ate the space. • 

"We haven't ruled out anything 
ret, but relocation may be the an-
1wer to space needs, lack of water 
md bathrooms and the critters that 
tet into the food supplies," Joyce 
ihowerman, lay assistant with the 
'irst United Methodist Church in 
~aton Rapids, said Tuesday. 

Showerman, who also is secretary 
1f the ministerial association, said a 
>ig investment would be needed to 
-enovate added space in the 'current 
ocation, even though there are no 
:uarantees it could stay there,woT 

Last year, the organization served 
!,390 clients on a budget of about 
il4,000. 

The Eaton Rapids center distrib-
1ted about $40,000 worth ofJa it 
>ought through the American Red 
:ross for $5,800. 

The operation would not be possi
>le without its sponsor, the Eaton 
fapids Ministerial Association and 
he Eaton Rapids United Way, 
:Jreater Lansing Food Bank and 
~ed Cross food distribution center 
ts well as grants and volunteers. 

"Fortunately, we hav~ an army of 
>eople willing to help clients and all 

BECKY SHINK/Lansing State Jcurna 

Crowded: Ruth Benjamin (left) and Marilyn Prince volunteer a 
the ~earts and Hands Food Bank in Eaton Rapids. The group i! 
running out of space. 

. are volunteers," said Janet Gallo
way, Hearts and Hands coordinator. 

"We have no place to meet in pri
vate with clients separate from the 
fo?d bank storage area," Galloway 
said. 

The Eaton Rapids Historical Soci
ety has let Hearts and Hands use a 
small section of its building for just 
enough rent to cover utility costs. 

Kim Byerly, society treasurer, says 
there is a larger area within the build
ing that Hearts and Hands could move 
to with some alterations. 

.But Galloway is not sure that is an 
option. 

''We must be very cautious when 
investing $80,000 in a bu\lding we 
won't own or know how long we can 
stay there," Galloway said. 

Galloway and the Rev. Tom Evans, 
of the United Methodist Church of Ea
ton Rapids, think a different small, 
free-standing building that doesn't 
need so much work might be a better 
solution. 

"Ideally, Hearts and Hands can find 
its own small house or pole building 

Hearts" and Hands 
• Need: Space for food storagE 
and counseling offices, availablE 
restrooms, water by Decembe 
2001 
•More infonnation: Call Janet 
Galloway, 663-7104 

·that can be made to fit their specifi 
needs," Evans said. 

The ministerial association hopes ti 
have a plan of action in place by th' 
end of the year. 

At the same time the hi:.i:orical soci 
ety is hoping Hearts and Hands wi 
stay within its complex. 

Contact Sally Trout at 377-1040 c 
strout@Jsj.com. 
LSJ 5-C\-o\ 



Schools struggle with budget projections 

BECKY SHINK/lansing State Journal 

Vlolding minds: Beth Marcus, a fifth -grade teacher at Monday. Schools have until June 30 to finalize budgets, 
5reyhound Intermediate School, teaches her class which are based on projected enrollment for next year. 

Enrollment a guessing game 
with serious ramifications 
;chool districts need 
1ccurate numbers to 
1void budget woes 

By Tom Gantert 
Lansing State Journal 

Alan Miller has three num-
1ers to choose from as he tries 
o predict how many students 
vill attend the Eaton Rapids 
ichool District in the fall. 

One demographic expert 
1redicts the district will lose 43 
tudents. Another said it could 
""'"' ·u~ nr ~4 

At stake are hundreds of A figure that is just 50 stu- For example, the Lansing 
thousands of dollars, teaching dents off could mean problems ··school District receives $120 
jobs and support programs for - either in crowded class- million from the state for its 
the students. rooms or a $325,000 shortfall. 17,723 students. That's 86 per-

"The next 60 days are cru- "There could be a situation cent of its $140 million budget, 
cial," said Miller, assistant su- where you don't have enough not including grants. 
perintendent for administt1ltive textbooks, you don't have The Eaton Rapids School 
services. ~' . enough teachers or not enough District projected a loss of 20 

Eaton Rapide is like every oth-'- ibus seats," Miller said. students for this school year. It 
er school district in the area this "On the other side, you have lost 60. That additional loss 
time of the year - it's trying to 18 kids in a class and great cost the district an estimated 
set a budget based on how many teacher-student interaction but $240,000. 
students will attend next year. we are spending far more than "We thought we put together 
School budgets are done in May we are taking in." a balan'ced budget," said Su-
and finalized June 30. School districts draw most of perintendent David Gray. "En-

It's an important task since their money from the allow- rollment kicked that into the 
each student will carry at least ance the state gives each dis-
$ftfiOO in state monev. trirt fnr "'"'"h .<:huiPnt PIP.::isP. SP.A ~r.wnm ~ s;a 



Schools: Magic formula doesn't exist 
Continued FROM 1A 

wild blue yonder." 
Now, the school ponders how it 

will pay for its wrong guess. 
Miller said it could cut teaching 

positions, but that would be a last 
resort. He said athletic programs, 
such as swimming, could be cut or 
bus routes could be reduced. 

Eaton Rapids is not the only dis
trict affected: 

• The Mason School District pro
jects having 60 to 80 fewer students 
next year. Human resources direc
tor Jim Tobe said the district plans 
to cut about 1'1 teaching positions to 
·make up for the expected $520,000 
loss in state aid. 

• The Lansing School District's 
consultants expect student enroll
ment next year to range from an 
increase of 82 students to a drop of 
307. The district is using the middle 
projection number - a drop of 153 
- to plan its budget. 
. Last year,· the Lansing School 
District planned for a decrl;!ase of 
608 students for the 2000-2001 
school year. The district only lost 
214. It hired 101 teachers this year, 
due in part to state money available 
because of the higher enrollment 
than projected. · 
· Schools try to avoiding hiring 
teachers in the fall, when the selec
tion is limited. 

"Everyone wants to be accurate. But no 
one can say with 100 percent assurance 

what they say will come true." 
Fred lgnatovich 
MSU professor 

"Right now is teacher recruiting 
season,"· Miller said. "We pretty 
much have to make decisions by 
early summer. The best graduates 
will have jobs by then." 

With so much at stake, most 
school districts hire consultants to 
project enrollment. 

Fred Ignatovich, a Michigan State 
University professor in education 
administration, has be.en doing en
rollment projections since 1973. He 
does projections for about 120 
school distriCts in Michigan - in
cluding Eaton Rapids, Waverly and 
Lansing. 

Ignatovich's job has become in
creasingly difficult as charter 
schools attract students from tradi
tional public schools. 

His projects can take a couple of 
days to nearly three months. Ann 
Arbor, he said, is a difficult school 
system because it includes counties 
with varying growth rates. 

He does much of his work for 
Stanfred Consultants from a small 
room in his Okemos home that is 
cluttered with old school district 
projections stacked several feet 
high on filing cabinets. 

He created a computer program 
- Ignatovich won't reveal what is in 
it - that shoots out three projec
tions: high, most likely and low. 

But then his job begins. 
Ignatovich held up the enroll

ment projection for the Lansing 
School District last week. It was 
covered with handwritten notes. 

"The computer is a big aid," he 
said. "But you see every one of 
these marks and comments and 
check marks? Those aren't the 
computer. 

"If you think you could tum the 
computer program on and get the '. 
same results, the answer is no. This 
is a craft." . 

Ignatovich, who m'akes about 

$200 from each district, will check 
·information about the rate of new 
homes built, percentage of undevel
oped land and the cultural makeup 
of the district, such as blue collar, 
white collar or a mix. 

He'll ask about any new automo
bile plants or other factories, or any 
layoffs. 

He'll consult with several school 
officials and then tell them which of 
his three projections is most likely. 

But the most important piece is 
birth rates, he said. 

"In terms of demographics, the 
big engine is births," Ignatovich 
said. 

That is one reason why he doesn't 
think Lansing's enrollment will in
crease soon. He said it will continue to 
decline, but at a slower rate than in the · 
past. . 

The reason? 
Ignatovich said Ingham County's 

3,659 births in 2000 were the lowest 
since he has kept track back to 
1955 . 
. · Fewer births mean fewer poten
tial students, which translates into 
less money for the schools. · 

"Everyone wants to be accurate," 
Ignatovich said. "But no one can say 
with 100 percent assurance what 
they say will come true." 

··Contact Tom Gantert at 377-1194 
or tgantert@Jsj.com. 
L~J S-%-01 



Agreement 
reached 
in hospital 
walkout 
Vote due Friday 
on end to two-week 
Ea~on Rapids strike 

to see if we can do it cheaper 
or find an alternative," 
Warner said. 

If not, the hospital must 
provide transfer or training 
opportunities or provide 

By A.J. Evenson severance. 
Lansing State Journal "I'm very happy it's con-

Eaton Rapids Medical Cen- ~luded," said I.f!e Ann Cater, a 
ter employees were expected hcensed practical nurse "".ho 
to return to work today after . has worked for the hospital 
union· negotiators and hospi- for more t~an 23 year~. . 
ta! leaders reached a tentative . Cater said t~e negohahons 
agreement to end a two-week come too. Iat.e. m her.career to 
strike. make a s1gmf1cant difference, 

Fifty-seven workers or ~ut she support~d the .eff<~rts 
· f . m the hopes of 1mprovmg JOQ 

ab~ut one-third. o the. hosp!- security for younger staffers. 
tal s staff ~ mcludmg h- "It was time to have admin
cense? practical nurses, X-ray istration stand up and take no
techmc1ans and other s~ppo.rt . tice " Cater said. 
staff - walked off the JOb m ' . 
late April after talks stalled. Although t~e ,two-week-

Late Tuesday night, both pl~s walkout did~ t halt oper
sides struck an agreement that atio~s at the hosp1t~l. work~rs 
union officials say provides the say 1t was a factor m reaching 
job' security workers demanded. the agreement. Several doc
Employees were notified on tors canceled procedures 
Wednesday of the agreement there because of the strike. 
and were expected to vote on Meanwhil~, the emplor~es' 
ratification on Friday. Many ~emonstrations drew partic1pa
workers were due back on the hon from area teachers, stu
job today. dents, autoworkers, health-care 

"We got some really strong work~rs and those in the con
language" in the agreement, struction trades. 
said George Warner, secre- · "We had a lot of community 
tary and treasurer of Team-· support," said Julie Miller, a 
sters Local 580, which repre- registered nurse with the hos-
sents the workers. pital for seven years. 

Workers had been upset over Hospital leaders on Wednes-
the hospital's refusal to stop us- day would not confirm when 
ing outside companies to per- workers would return, nor dis
form work. The hospital has . cuss details of the contract. 
hired laundry, physical therapy 
and most pharmacy positions 
from outside sources. 

"Obviously, we're glad to 
have reached an agreement ... 
we're very happy," said hospital 
adminiStrator Jack Denton. The agreement requires the 

hospital to negotiate before it 
subcontracts union positions. Contact AJ. Evenson at 377-

"It gives us the opportunity 1015 or aevenson@lsj.com. 
L.:5.J s-10-0\ 



Tkr . Name . lUt Chg, 
A-B-C 

AIR AAR 12.40 +.90 
ABB ABB Ltd n 18.40 +.05 
ABN ABNAmro 18.85 -.25 
ABNpA ABN ptA 25.00 
ABNpB ABN pfB 24.55 -.07 
ACE ACE Lid 35.26 +.01 
ACG ACMln 8.20 +.04 
AOF ACMMD . 7.43 .... 
AMF ACM Ml 4.89 +.08 
AES · AESCp 44.81 -1.40 
AESpC AES plC 70.50 -1.12 
AFL AFLAC s 30. 70 -.37 
AG AGCO 8.63 -.17 
ATG AGL Res u23.74 +.72 
AKS AK Steel 13.26 -.09 
AMB AMB Pr 24.25 -.02 
AMR AMR 37.47 -.37 
APL AQLJW 52 oo +,Q7 
APW APWLtdn 8.40 -.11 
ASA ASALld 20.17 +.85 
T AT&T 21 57 - 49 
AWE ATIWr1s 19.00 -.29 
CIC ATID28 25.10 -.02 
AVX AVX Cps 18.31 +.22 
"""' """' 59.64 -.51 
AAM AamesFin 1.76 +.22 
RNT AaronRnt 16.57 +.35 
ABT Abtt.ab 46.36 +.66 
ANF Abelfitc 33.89 +.26 
ABY Ab~ibig 8.80 +.15 
ACX AdamsEs 19.11 -.04 
ASF Adminstl s 24.01 >.30 
MKT AdMkSv u25.85 +1.10 
AMO AMP I 28.15 -1.60 
ASX AdvSemi n 4.05 -.15 
AD Advolnc 34.00 +.95 
AEG Aegon s '30.05 -.56 
AET Aetna n 25.40 +.19 
N::.S AttCmpSv 70.86 +1.12 
AMG AttMgrs 56.30 -.05 
AGAIA Aaere o 7.42 -.36 
A Agilent 39.00 +.58 
AEll Agnlcog u&.14 +.53 
AGU AgritJmg 11.91 +.34 
AHO Ahol:1 30.60 -.05 
APO AirProd U43.n +.31 
ABF Airborne 9.83 -.30 
ARG Airgas 8.72 -.27 

· ALK AlskAir 28.85 -.05 

I 
AIN Albnyln 21.60 -.20 
AOG AJbrtE g 44.98 +.93 
ACV Alberto 40.92 +.07 
ABS Albertsn 32.30 -.38 
AL Alcan 44.35 +.47 
ALA Alca!el 32.30 -1.60 
M Alcoas 41.38 +1.04 
AYE AllgEngy 51.84 +.26 
All Aleglch • -17 .50 -.36 
ALN Allenlet 11.58 -.38 
AGN Allergan 79.30 +2.09 
ALE Allele 24.58 -.10 
AC AlliCap 49.02 +.42 
AWF AllWr1d2 9.53 +.06 
LNT AliantEgy 30.70 +,13 
ATK ARiaritT s 95.50 -2.50 
AIB Aldlrish 22.66 ~.15 
AW AldWaste 16.50 -.08 
AFC AllnvFn 53.n -.23 
ALL Allstale 42.09 +.19 
AT Alltel 54.68 -.24 
ALO Alpharma 23.85 +.66 
AZA Alza s . 46.85 +.26 
ABV AmBev 23.27 -.43 
ABK Aiiibac:F s 54.24 +.72 
ACO AMCOL 4.97 +.12 
OOX Amdocs 60.00 -1.80 
ME AmdocsTr 52.55 -1.95 
AMH AmerUs u34.22 +1.26 
AHC AmHes 85.12 +1.00 
AEE Ameren 41.40 +.18 
AMX AMoviln 19.55 +.24 
AEP AEP 47.38 +.04 
N<P &DExo 41 60 +.30 
AFG AFnclGp 27.03 -.33 
AGC AGenCp s 44.60 -.02 
AM AGreet 11.43 -.10 
AHP AHomeP 56.19 +.74 
AIG AmlntGps 83.66 -.14 
PLB AIPC 35.20 + .23 
ASD AmSld 62.58 +.26 
AWR AmStWBtr 30.20 . -.25 
AMT AmTower 25.40 -.56 
AWK AmWtr 30.41 +.34 
ACF Americd1 45.32 -1.63 
APU Amerigas 22.95 + 20 
A>S AmeriSrc 51.31 +.41 
AME Ametel< 26.76 -.31 
APH Amphenol 47.69 +.69 
ASO AmSouth 17.47 -.06 
APC Anadrk 63.55 + 1.35 
ADI AnalogDev 46.35 -1.61 
AU Anglogld 19.96 +2.03 

I 
BUD Anhtus s 40.97 +.32 
AXE Anixter. 27.38 +.44 
ANN AnnTayl 3f25 +1.00 
NLY Annaly 11.89 +.23 
.a.1 ... u:i .6.ntht"...11n Q 77 - nt 

.. _,_.·-··· ~ ....... 

AN AutoNatn 10.23 -.17 
ADP AutoOala. 52.92 -.08 
AZ.0 AutoZone 30.62 -.62 
AVB · AvalonBay 44.71 -.33 
AV AYrfBn 15.20 -.20 
AVE Aventis 76.60 +1.60 
AVY ~:I° 56.51 -.09 
AVL 9.05 -.03 
AVA Avista 20.13 -.18 
AVT AVnet s 25.10 -.50 
AVP Avon 43.85 +.12 
AZR Altar 13.24 -.14 
BBT BB&TCp 36.20 
BFR BBVABFm 27.10 +.28 
BCE 8CEgs 25.25 +.15 
BHP BHP 22.58 +.41 
BJS BJS 75.90 +1.39 
BJ BJsWhls 42.07 -1.66 
BMM BMC 5.75 +.01 
BMC BMCStt 24.74 -.58 
BNS BNSCo . 4.50 +.01 
BP . BP PLC 52.85 +1.16 
BPT BP Pru 15.26 +.10 
BAE BAE 28.46 -.15 
BHI BakrHu 37.00 +1.12 
BLL Ban 42.45 -.54 
BFT lllttyTolf 24.00 -.1.30 
BBV BcSilVArg 13.94 ·+.03 
BVGp BncBilpt 28.10 +.20 
STD BcoSnCH 9.70 +.04 
BSB. BcSantChu17.75 +.55 
SAN BcoSanti 22.00 +.89 
BXS l!cpSouth 14.55 -20 
ewe Bancwest 34.39 +.02 
BGR BangH u26.40 +.15 
ONE BankOne 37.08 -.38 
~Q flkgl&D 5:i:la -;J;l 
BK BkNY 50.84 ·. +.04 
BBX BkAtlA 7.05 +.01 
BCR Bard 43.81 -.02 
BKS BamNbl 32.20 -.49 
BAL Barri.abs 57.22 -.17 
BRR BarrettRs u71.12 +.40 
M!X Bafricl<!l lM2 t.11 
BAS Bass 10.85 -.17 
BOL • BauschL 41.66 -.25 
BAX Baxter 93.85 +.60 
eve BayView 5.28 
ever BayVW~ .47 -.03 
BSC Bear51 52.80 +.32 
BZH BeazrHm u67.53 +2.48 
BEC BeckCoul s36.61 -.19 
BOX Bectllck 31.94 +.45 
BED BedlrdP 18.84 +.26 
BOG Belco 8.95 +.05 
ewe Belden. 22.19 -.30 
BLS BeRSouth 41.25 -.54 
BLC Beto 18.03 -.22 
BMS BemiS u38.62 .-.01 
BHE BenchEI 27.00 ;-.10 
BNO Ben1onOG 2.15 +.07 
BBC BergBr 17.85 +.27 
BER Berkley 40.90 -.35 
BRK/A BerkHa A69000.00 
100.00 
BRKIB BerkH B 2293.00-13.00 
BBY BestBuy 52.85 -.24 
BS BethSU 3.15 +.08 
BEV Beverly 901 -.39 
BVF Biovail s 37.42 ~.30 
BOK BlackO 38.74 -.37 
BKH BlkHICp 52.86 +1.08 
BLK Blackrci< 35.55 +.62 
BKT BlklT 7.19 -.02 
BOT BlklOT 8.88 +.03 
BMN Bli<MTar 10.29 -.01 
EWB Blanch 13.48 -.06 
HRB BlckHR u55.23 +.n 
BBi Blockbstr 18.24 + 1.25 
BLU BlueChp 7.79 +.06 
BTH Blyth 23.25 -.10 
BA = 65.00 +.54 
BCC 34.75 -.08 
BSA Bombay 2.53 -.38 
BGP Borders 18.81 -.27 
BWA BorgWam 43.30 -.17 
BXP BostProp 39.07 +.09 
BSX BostSci 15.51 -.02 
BOW Bowatr 48.45 +.37 
BOY Boykinl 11.66 -.19 
BRC BradyCp 34.12 +.47 
BON Brandyw 19.16 +.01 
BRP Brasi!Tel 40.60 -.37 
BGG BligStrat. 38.93 -.08 
EAT· Brinkers 27.37 -.03 
flM)'. ll~ ~QQ • " 
BTY -BritTel 81.85 -.56 
BRW Broadwing 26.00 " '-.50 
BF/B BrwnFB 62.00 •1.00 
BWS BrwnShoe 17.70 +.20 
BC Brunswick 20.30 +.32 
BK! Bucklch 12.10 -.45 
BO BudljetGJi· 3.19 -.05 
BVN Buenavrit 15.93 +.50 
BUR Burl Inds 2.08 ,;,, 
BNI BurlNSF 30.79 +.'74 

·BR· ~Rsc 46.20 +1,13 
·BPP Bum PP 4.83 •.05 
CHP C&O Tch s 34.80 -.66 
~u~ ("_lhrnn 'Y. 71 -1 ,_c;, 

1·1p.www 

CPE caJlonP 11.20 -.60 CRY Cr 
CPN ·CaJpines 53.19 +2.29 CFR Ct. 
CBM Camlnx 52.35 +.21 CUM Ct. 
CPT CamdnP 33.25 +.11 CY Gi1 
CCJ Cameco g 24.21 + 1.43 CYT c:i, 
CCH CmpRsgs_ .54 +.05 -CPB CampSp 30.70 -.20 
CNI CdnRyg 38.84 -.24 DHY D! 
CP CdnPcg, .39.00 +.55 DPL DI' 
CA.I Canon Inc '40.85 -.21 oae DC 
COF CapOn8 63.75 -.45 OHi 011 
CMO Capgtd. 18.80 +.20 DST D~ 
CAH CardnlH I 68. 72 + 1.06 DTE O"I 
CMX CaramkRxu18.17 -.09 DCX Oil 
CSL Cartsle 38.20 +1.02 ORF Di 
CCl CanWal 28.50 +.39 DCN 011 
CRS CalpTlicll 26.28 +.33 OHR 011 
CRE CarrAmR 28.45 +.06 DA Di 
CREpC CarrApfC 23.50 ORI· Di 
CSV CanSrv 3. 71 +.01 OVA D~ 
CAR C811Wal 19.96. -.03 ov Dt1 
PWN CashAm 8.07 +:12 OF [)IJ 
POS Cata!Mkll 33.10 +.02 osu [)IJ 
cox Calelus 16.04 -.43 DE DJ 
CAT Caterplr u52.00 +.15 OLM [)IJ 
FUN Cedarf" 21.28 -.35 DEG [)IJ 
CRA CeleraGn 40.90 +.25 DPH [)IJ 
CLS Calesticg 54.63 +1.10 DFG [)IJ 
ex Cemex . 23.03 -.11 OLP [)IJ 

co Cendant lZ~ +]Q DAL [)IJ 
CTX Centex 44.22 -.45 DlX [)IJ 
CEE CentEUl 12.00 DNA [)IJ 
CPC Cen1Prkg 18.22 -.05 ~ 
CBC CentBk 49.60 +.70 DOR [)IJ 
CTL. CntlyTel 27.44 -.28 DEC 011 
CEN Ceridian n 18.51 -.32 OP Oil 
CHB CtmpE 8.80 +.30 OL DI 
MPH ChAutoR 15.10 -.05 ()() DI 
CRL ChRvllb n 27.60 -.70 080 D·I 
CF ChartOneF 29.20 •.37. DDS DI 
CKP Checkpnt 12.66 -.11 gME DI 
CPG ChelseaPr 43.55 -.15 MN DI 
CHK ChesEng 8.43 +.10 DIS DI 
CHV Chevron 95.43 +1.63 ROY 01 
CHS Chicos u46.10 +.30 OOL f)i 

CTC · Cllilelet 14.30 DG f)i 

CHL ChinaMbl s 25.37 +.03 D f)i 

SNP ChinaPet n 17. 75 +.49 DpA 01 
CHU CtiinaUni n 16.06 -.09 DOM ,01 
COB Chiquia 1.49 ~.01 DC! 01 
CHH ChoiceH 15.01 +.16 DNY 01 
CPS ChoiceP1 s 36.30 -.30 DON 01 
CCN • ChrisCt 72.35 +.50 DOV 01 
CB Chubb 69.74 -.01 DVD 01 
CHO ChurOwt 24.79 -.OB DOW 01 
CBR CIBER 7.41 +.26 OJ 01 
CIN CINergy 34.89 +.28 DSL 01 
cc -~ugfr 

~$T OHF 01 
KMX +.09 DSM 01 
C 11 

.... CWg021 ~~45 -as ORO 01 
CpH .Cttigp pfH 46.54 +.44 DO 01 
CpQ Clllgp plQ 22.00 + 1.21 ONP 01 
CpW Citigp prll 25.00 +.01 OUK 01 
CpX Citigp pfX 24.85 +.05 DKE 01 
CZN CttzComm 12.87 +.04 ORE 01 
CYN CityNC 38.15 -.60 ONB 01 
CLE ClairesStr 20.03 -.08 DY 0' 
·cMH ClaytnH 14.20 -.05 DYN 0' 
CCU ClearChan 55.02 +.02 ET E" 
CLX Clorox 33.00 -.48 EEX El 
COH Coachn 31.80 +.40 EIXpB El 
CGPpl Cstl pt! 44.25 +:02 ~I 
KO CocaCI 45.78 -.81 EME El 
CCE CocaCE 17.40. -.31 E El 
KOF CCFemsa 20.29 •.09 EOG E1 
COE Coeur 1.36 +.10 EGR EJ 
CL ColgPal 57.39 +.11 EMN E1 
CKC CollAi'k 4.85 -.15 EK El 
CNB • ColBgp 12.60 +.07 ETN E1 
coo Comdisco 2.45 -.26 EV E1 
CMA Comeric 53.66 -.04 EVF E' 
FIX ComfrtS 2.23' +.15 ECL E1 
CBH CmcBNJ 88.19 -.81 EIX E1 
CFB CmcFdl 22.19 +.02 EOO El 
NNN CmclNL 12.50 +.15 EW E1 
CTV ComScop 20.28 + 1.13 AGE E' 
CYH CmtyHn n 25.34 -1.66 EPG El 
CBD CBO-Pao 28.85 -.38 EPN E 
QeQ Comcao 1aa1 -~ ELN E 
CA CompAs 29.12 +.52 EDS E 
csc CompSci 38.19 +.31 ERJ E 
CRK ComstkRI 10.91 +.54 EMT E 
CAG ConAgra 21.20 -.23 EMR E 
COE ConeMI 1.50 -.19 EDE E 
CIV Conectiv 22.01 -.14 EOC E 
COCIA ConocoA 30.40 +.50 ESR E 
COCIB ConocoB 30.74 +.56 ELE E 
CNC Conseco 18.16 -.50 EGN E 
CNX ConsolEgy 38.00 . +.28 ENA E 
ED Con Ed 37.01 +.40 EAS E' 
CGX ConsGph 14.23 +.36 EPL E 
CNS ConStor 12.06 +.17 ERF 'E 
STZ ConstellA 67.40 -.96 EC E 
CEG Constel!En 46.89 ·+.44 EBF E 
CAL CtlAirB 50.95 +.13 ENE E 
CVG = 40.27 +.16 ESV E 
'CAM · m 66.50 +2.16 ETM E 
coo. CoopCo 41.80 -.22 ETA E 
CBE Cooper 36.81 -.87 EPD E 

"r.TR f'..nnrvTr """ -11 """ F 



Developer attempts annexation 
Eaton Rapids Township, 
city have yet to agree 
on land-sharing deal 

By Sally Trout 
Lansing State Journal 

Annexation action to bring 177 
acres of land into the city of Eaton ' 
Rapids for development is under way. 

Dorian Lange, an Eaton Rapids 
developer, began the annexation 
action Thursday. Annexation would 
make city services for Grand View · 
Commons, a proposed $200 million 
residential community, possible. 

The 600-unit mixed housing com-

plex is planned on land directly 
north of the Eaton Rapids High 
School in Eaton Rapids Township. 

Unhappy with the year-plus wait 
for Eaton Rapids Township and the 
city to reach accord on a 425 contract 
- a land- and tax-sharing agreement 
- Lange said annexation was the 
next logical step for him. 

"I feel there is a 90 percent chance 
the Michigan Boundruy Commission 
will approve my annexation petition," 
he said after meeting with officials on 
petition procedures. 

Either the land-sharing agreement 
or annexation would serve Lange's 
purposes: to get water and sewer ser
vices to Grand View Commons. 

"I have about 300 verbal commit-

Eaton Rapids 

ments.(from residents) forthe annex
ation and need just 100 more," he said . 
Friday. "If the commission works 
quickly, the annexation could be com
plete in three to six months." 

Five weeks ago, attorneys for the 
. townships and city were to meet 

and work out committee rules that 
would let both the 425 agreement 
and a global agreem~nt go forward. 

Since then, there have been no 
talks and no future talk dates set. 

"Nothing is happening," Eaton 
Rapids City Manager William LeFe
vere said. 

Eaton Rapids and Hamlin town
ships want a global agreement gov
erning all future 425 land-sharing 
agreements in place before any
thing is done on the Lange project, 
he said. 

ti•From our perspective, the city 
wants to get Grand View Commons 
under way and then go to work on 
the global agreement," LeFevere 
said. "I am frustrated because I feel 
this project may be slipping away." 

lithe land is annexed, Eaton Rap
ids Township would be cut out of 
any revenue from the development. 

"If the township were left out, it 
would serve short-term purposes, 
bqt not benefit the community as a 
whole," LeFevere said. "We all have 

to work together as the way to move 
the community forward."· 

Eaton Rapids Township Supervi
sor Linda Wilbur said the townships 
have decided to back off until they 
hear something from the city. 

"We decided everybody was just 
spinning their wheels," she said. 

Wilbur said she feels a workable 
agreement with the city is possible 
with one day at the table. 

"We've got to get back together 
and negotiate on every point, unfor
tunately the city basically has told 
us to take it or leave it," she said. 
''We thought we were real close be
fore, but not so." 

Contact Sally Trout at 377-1040 
or strout@Jsj.com. 
LSJ ~ ··;) 3 -Cl 



Fire: Man saves family· 
Continued FROM 1A 

could hear the fire crackling. 
"The old house, when it took off, 

it took off fast." 
Inside the house, the family dog 

was barking. Brandon Mahon, 15, 
·Woke up confused, just as his moth
er and father, Jim, were being jarred 
awake by Gladstone. The couple 
first ran to the living room, thiiiking 
: someone was knocking on the door .. 

''People were screaming, 'Yout 
.house is on fire, your house is on 
fire,' " Brandon said. 
· Gladstone saw Tonia Mahon run 
,out of the house first. He ran up to 
~her to make sure everyone was out 
of the house. 

'. Jim Mahon ran out 'seconds later 
.With a pile of clothes and a 
briefcase. 

And Brandon, with the dog in · 
tow, ran to a nearby friend's house. 

Fire officials arrived two minutes 
.after the 911 call, but it was too late. 
The Mahons lost everything. 

Twenty-year-old daughter Tasha 
Sairls, who lives nearby, got a call 
from a neighbor about her family 
home. The call came so early that 
she didn't answer it. But when. the 
phone rang again she knew some
thing was wrong. 

By the time Sairls got to the home 
all she could see were flames. 

"I couldn't even walk down the 

street," she said, her eyes filling 
with tears. "I'd lived in this house 
for 15 years." 

Officials suspect arson, said Fire 
Investigator Brian Gaukel of the 
Lansing Fire Marshal's Office. 

Tonia Mahon said she wasn't sure 
where the family would stay, but 
said they had a lot of options. 

Fire officials are working with 
Lansing investigators. Gaukel said 
it was too early to tell what set the 
fire and what made it so hot. 

Hot enough to melt the tires of the 
cars parked in the driveway. Hot 
enough to crack the windows .. Hot 
enough to peel the sidin~ from the 
houses on either said of the 
Mahohs'. 

Diane Castillo said her bedroom 
turned orange from the flames next · 
door. 

"My mother called to tell us the 
house next door was on fire," she 
said. "The room upstairs was in
credibly hot." 
. The white siding on her home 

was warped and melted. 
Her parents - who live on the 

other side of the Mahons - are col
lecting money for the family. 

Their white siding also melted: 
"It happened so quick, oh, man I 

tell you," Tony Castillo said, snap
ping his fingers. 

. Contact Katie Matvias at 267-
.1301 or kmatvias@Jsj.com. ''"' ,_..,o __ ,. 



Gift cards 
Reader gives reason to 
save Ameriteeh cards. 

The lemons-to-lemonade award this week goes to 
Janice Lien of Eaton Rapids. 

As related in Friday's column by John Schneider, 
Lien has a simple answer for what to do with some 
generally useless Ameritech phone cards: 

Give them away to folks who need them. 
Lien suggests the cards be given to the Lansing 

area's homeless people, who actually would have a 
use for cards that are only good for local calls at an 
Ameritech pay phone: 

Great idea, Ms. Lien. 
As part of a legal s~ttlement, Ameritech agreed to 

reimburse custoiners in a variety .of ways,_including 
the phone cards. But since Ameritech customers al
ready have phones - and the cards are only good 
for local calls - the cards are about as useful as a 
year's supply of dust bunnies. . · 

Lansing's City Rescue Mission will be happ>' to 
take them off Ameritech customers' hands _and give 
them to the mission's clients. Tue cards are transfer
able to any person. The mission's address is 607 E. 
Michigan Ave., Lansing MI 48912. 
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Eaton Rapids student receives two scholarships 
Michel Arvizu has received two scholarships to Michigan State 

University, where he plans to· major in human biology 
and psychology in the ran. . 

Michel received the Ehlers Internship Award, which 
is given to a legislative student intern. He has been 
a student intern for Rep. Paul De Weese for the past 
two years. 

The second award is one of 20 Trust.ee Scholarships 
for transfer students to MSU. Michel received this 
award in recognition of his academic excellence and 
his numerous accomplishments and activities while · 
attending Lansing Community College. Arvizu · 

Michel, a 1999 graduate of Eaton Rapids High 
School, is the son of Clara and David Arvizu pf.Eaton ~pid~. 



Eaton's youth 
group awarded 

CHARLOTIE - The Eaton 
County Community Founda
tion's Youth Advisory Commit
tee was among three youth advi
sory committees that received 
awards for outstanding commu
nity service recently. 

Others were the Capital Re
gion Community Foundation 
and the Bany Community Foun
dation. The awards were given 
out at the Michigan Council of 
Foundation's State Leadership 
Conference for Youth at Central 
Michigan University. 

Jaclyn Middaugh of Charlotte 
received the award on behalf of 
the Eaton Youth Advisory 
Council. .... 

Other members of the Eaton 
group are Jacob Dugapolski and 
David Wacyk of Grand Ledge; 
Jesse Harris, Janet Middaugh, 
Darkus Beasley, Jim Hocking 
and Jim Middaugh of Charlotte; 
Martha Williams and Andrea 
Franks of Bellevue; and San En
gel, Danielle Souza, Rebecca 
Olejownik, Alana Lezotte and 
Melanie Betz of Eaton Rapids. 
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Arson su8pected 
in restaurant blaze 

EATON RAPIDS - Arson is 
suspected in an early Friday fire 
at a recently closed downtown 
restaurant, police said . 

. An off-duty firefighter called 911 
just before 6 a.m. from a nearby 
Quality Dairy when he saw smoke 
and flames coming from Home 
Port Restaurant, said Eaton Rapids 
Fire Chief Roger McNutt. 

The restaurant, owned by the 
Greater Eaton Rapids Veterans 
Association, closed about a 
month ago. Because the build
ing's gas and electricity were 
shut off at that time,· arson was 
determined to be the cause,. Mc
Nutt said. 

State Fire Marshal investiga
tors are offering a $5,000 reward 
for information leading to an ar
rest. Anyone with information is 
asked to. call 1-800-44-ARSON. 
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St. Vincent and VFW homes continue to help children 
By Kathleen Lavey 
Lansing State Journal 

When it was built in 1951, .St. 
Vmcent Home for Children was a 
haven for families in trouble. 

Some of the kids who stayed at 
St. Vmcent were children who had 
lost one or both parents to death. 

B_ut most kids placed in the home 
on West Willow Street in Lansing 
were there for a temporary period 
while their parents tried to work out 
·relationships, beat substance abuse 
or overcome financial difficulties. 
· Today, the St. Vmcent Home for 

Children has space for 36 children 
who are separated from their fam
ilies bec~use of. abuse, neglect or 
mental illness. 

"This is the place for children in 
circumstances beyond their control, 
who have been abused or neglected 
or emotionally harined," said Janet 
Quiring, vice president of develop-

. ment for Catholic Social Services/St. 
Vmcent Home .. 

The home's mission changed in 
the late 1960s as social change~ 

. - including welfare systems and a 
new emphasis on keeping families 
together - became widespread. 

Former director Frank Traviglia 
came to St. Vmcent in 1968, charged 
with implementing the change. 

"They were mostly kids who came 
from broken homes, and they had 
emotional problems largely brought 
about by their environment," he 
said. Most of the children attended 
school in the Waveriy district and 
undel'Went co.unseling. Many times 

their· families got counseling, too, 
Traviglia said~ . 

St. Vmcent is one of two mid-Michi
gan facilities with residential programs 
for children. The other is the VFW 
National Home in Eaton Rapids. 

The VFW National Home oper
ates a program for single-parent 
families, as well as its program for 
children who have been separated 
from their parent or parents due 
to illness, disability, financial diffi
culty, abuse or neglect, said Michelle 

Warren, public relations specialist. 
"Every case is ~erent," she said. 

The VFW National Home's two pro
grams serve 83 children and 25 
single parents. 

It has 36 housing units on its 
· 629-acre campus and serves descen

dants of Veterans· of Foreign Wars 
and auxiliary members from across 
the United States, she said. 

Contact Kathleen Lavey at 
377-1251 or: klavey@lsj.com. 
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Eaton Rapids student-is new Buddy Poppy Girl 
. . . . . 

· Margie Lowery,. a 9-y~ar-old resicl.ent of the VFW · 
National Home for Children iri Eat.On Rapids, will travel 

·to Milwaukee for the vFw National' Convention Satur-' · 
day throtigh Aug. 24. . 

Earlier this year,. the national organization named 
Margie the Buddy ,poppy Girlfor 2001-2002. · 
... While in Milwaukee; she will give speeches and par
ticipate in other convention activities. · 

· Since 1922, the Veterans ofForeignWars has· held 
' its annual'poppy drive to raise money for needy and Lowery 

disabled veterans and their families. A portion of the 
proceeds benefits the privately funded National Home for Children. 

. L'S.J ~-/~-0/ . .' · ~-'-'___: ________ -~-----
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:2 killed in Delta Twp. motorcycle accident 
~ff and wire reports were driving south on Elm- control. An investigation is 

wood Road toward Michigan · pending. 
. ~DELTA Tw;P. - 'l\vo people . Avenue, according to the In other accidents: 
died in an Elmwood Road· Eaton County Sheriff's • Betty Harmon, a 41-year-
motorcycle accident early Sat- Department. They died when old Howell woman, was pull
urday. They were among at the motorcycle they were ing out of a Hogan Road 
least six . fatalities on state riding lost control, police said. address when a pickup hit her 
roads so far this weekend. .The accident happened about. vehicle at 1:55 p.m. Saturday. 

Rodney Manning Frei, 29, 2 a.m. Saturday. She was· pronounced dead at 
of Eaton Rapids and Peggy Police don't know what the scene. 
Ann Lange, 32, of Lansing caused the vehicle ·to lose •Jason Muxlow, a 20-year-

old North Branch bicyclist, 
was struck by two vehicles 
near his home at about 11:15 
p.m. Friday. 

He was 'struck by a vehicle 
driven by a 70-year-old man 
about 11:15 p.m. Friday on 
M-90 in North Branch Town
ship. Muxlow was lying in the 
roaciway when he was hit by 
. a pickup truck driven by a 

1, 7-year-old. 
•Brad Webster, 25, died 

when his motorcycle crashed 
about 3:50 a.m. Saturday in 
his hometown of Pinconning. 

•Sterling Chambers, 31, of 
Belleville died when his car 
crashed about 2: 15 · a.m. Sat
urday in Washtenaw Corinty's 
Pittsfield Township. He was 
not wearing a seat belt.· 
Le; .l 8 -1 d. -01 



And a happy birthday to ... 
Faith Beiser of Eaton Rapids will celebrate her 95th birthday 

·. Thursday. 
Faith has lived in Eaton Rapids since 1948, when her husband, 

. Mack Beiser, was superintendent of Eaton Rapids schools. She is a 
life membe;r of Eastern Star and other clubs, including the Garden 

· Club. She is a Red Cross volunteer at the hospital. 
Faith will be honored at a dinner given by her son,. Wayne 

. (Nancy), and daughter, Beverly (Dick) Dison, which will also 
include her grandchildren and great-grandchildren in Lansing. 
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City could ban. bikes downtown 
Eaton Rapids considers 
move_ as youth look for 
skate park alternative 

By Sally Trout 
Lansing State Journal 

Skateboards, bikes, inline skates 
and even scooters are leaving 
marks on the new $571,000 down
town Eaton Rapids streetscape and 
even on some of the city's historic 
buildings. · 

Chipped concrete, splintered. 
benches and tire marks on the sides 
of buildings are prompting City 
Council members to take another 
look at an ordinance regulating the 
use of bikes downtown. 

Eaton Rapids police U. Paul Ma
lewski said an ordinance governing 
skateboards and scooters already 
exists, but the council is now look". 

\ 

ing at adding bicycles. 
Malewski wrote a tentative ordi

nance that bans hazardous opera
tion of bicycles on sidewalks and 
designated city parking lots. Haz
ardous is defined as reckless or 
careless oeeration of a bike includ
ing excessive sr eed and stunt riding 
in disregard o personal safety. 

Violators could be cited for a civil 
infraction that carries a fine yet to 
be set. 

Anthony Suesz, 16, Roller Blades, 
but complains there is no place to 
practice his sport. 

"We get kicked out of every
where," he said. 

The teen· thinks an expanded 
skate park would get kids out of the 
downtown area, but it could be a 
year or two away. 

Charlene Watling, Eaton Federal 
Savings Bank assistant branch 
manager, regularly chases kids out 
of the bank's new parking lot. 

Eaton Rapids 

"The kids are jumping up and 
over the concrete curbs causing 
some chipping," she said Monday. 

It's not Just damages Watling is 
concerned about. There's the safety 
factor too. 

Councilwoman Claudia Brown 
agrees there is a problem, but she 
also is interested in a safe play envi
ronment for children. 

"The Optimist Club put in a skate 
park area, but it doesn't have all the 
bells and whistles the kids want," 
she said. 

•"We are designing something 
more elaborate now, but in the 
meantime we have kids downtown 
on the walls, bannisters and what
ever. Because it is a state highway, 
this is not a safe situation.'' 

Ricpard Monroe, the city's devel-

"We get kicked out of everywhere." 
Anthony Suesz 
Roller Slader 

opment director, joins some busi
ness owners complaining about the 
situation. 

Monroe favors an ordinance deal-· 
ing with the operation of bikes 
downtown. An earlier ordinance 
was too restrictive and would have 
banned bikes downtown, he said. 

"The city rescinded its bike ordi
nance on bike use downtown be
cause it was unenforceable," Mon
roe. said. 

"All they need to do is look at the 
damage done by skateboards, 
scooters, inline skates and bikes.'' 

The city does have a skateboard, 
blades and scooter ordinance in ef-

feet, but so far violators have been 
given only verbal warnings. 

"We don't want to be in the posi
tion of writing tickets to 10-year
olds or confiscating their property," 
Malewski said Monday. 

The city's skateboard area is in 
Howe Memorial Park west of 
downtown. 

It's a popular spot, said Kim Byer
ly, a member of the Eaton Rapids 
Recreation Board. 

The area's one ramp gets so much 
use, the pl}'W'ood must be replaced 
about every six months, she said. 

Contact Sally Trout at 377-1040' 
or strout@Jsj.com. 
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Four honored for 
·conservation efforts 

Four mid-Michigan residents 
were among 18 people and organi
zations recently honored for their 
achievements at the Michigan Unit
ed Conservation Clubs annual Con
servation Awards Banquet. 

Scott Berg of DeWitt, a communi
cation specialist with the Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources, 
was named 2001 Conservation Offi
cer-of the Year. Berg trains conser
vation officers on the use of sophis
ticated communications equipment 
and assists other organizations. 

Dave Kenyon of Eaton Rapids, a 
DNR staff photographer for 19 
years, received the Unsung Hero 
Award. He has won several awards 
·for his still photography and video 
work, which is often showcased in 
DNR interpretive centerS. 

Bill Rustem of Okemos was given 
the Past Presidents Award, which 
·goes to someone with a Ion~ record 
of service to the organization. · 

State Rep. Susan Tabor, R-Delta 
Township, . received an award for 
her efforts in the Legislature to pro-
mote conservation. . · 
From staff reports 
i ~' ..,_..,.,_,""', 



Eaton Rapids stud~nt wins poetry contest 
Congratulations to ~therine Kelly, past president of Knights 

Daughters Anne Rau Circle No. 001 in Lansing. 
At the Knights Daughters state meeting held June 16 at the Cross 

In The Woods Shrine in Indian River, Katie was awarded first place 
in a statewide poetry competition sponsored by the Michigan Knights 
Daughters. 

. The Knights Daughters is a service group for Catholic girls ages 
l'0-17 and is affiliated with the Knights of Columbus. Girls from six 
different Knights Daughters circles from across the state submitted 
writing entries in the competition. . 

Katie won a trip to Treetops Resort in Gaylord for herself and her 
family, where she will read her poem before the State Knights of 
Columbus Summer Meeting on July 6-7. 

Katie is a sophomore at Eaton Rapids High School and is the daugh
ter of Mary Ellen and Joe Kelly of Eaton Rapids. 

LSl 1.o-\q-o\ 



· Local Digest 

:.Donations needed 
;for July 4 bash 
: EATON RAPIDS - The 
,Fourth of July Committee is 
seeking donations for the city's 
rannual Fourth of July 
. celebration. 
" A bigger-than-ever-before 
cfireworks display is planned this 
,,year with more free activities 
"added to the day's events. 
. There are canisters out in area 
.businesses, and mail solicitation 
-and phone calls are beginning to 
get the money needed to provide 
.for this family friendly event. 
. Check donations can be ad
·,dressed to the Eaton Rapids 
Fourth of July Committee, 200 S. 

:Main St., Eaton Rapids, MI 
;48827. 
From staff reQ_orts 
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John 
Schneider 

Card 
talk 
Giving phone cards 
to homeless strikes 
some as a good idea· 

Ameritech's prepaid phone 
cards - the ones usable only 
at Ameritech pay phones and 
only for non-long-distance 
calls - continue to provoke 
comment. 

• From Torn Scarlett of 
Haslett: "I still think the 
Ameritech 'settlement' was a 
joke and can't believe a judge 
actually agreed to it. It almost 
assures tnat the company will 
never have to actually pay the 
settlement. Why didn't they 
just .credit people's phone 

·bills? 
"I love Janice Lien's sug

gestion to send the cards to 
the Lansing City Rescue Mis
sion. Not only will it help peo
ple who need the help, it will 
also ensure that the minutes 
actually get used, perhaps 
forcing Ameritech to pay 
some of their 'settlement.' " 

• From Tony Farrell of 
East Lansing: "I've been fol
lowing your columns about 
the Ameritech prepaid phone 
cards. I am a telecommunica· 
tions student at Michigan 
State University and also a 
consumer. 

"I am so sick of the whole 
thing that I canceled my 
Ameritech service and use my 
cell phone exclusively. I think 
the percentage of people do
in~ that is. going up and stupid 
thmgs like these phone cards 
will encourage more people to 
do likewise." 

• From Bill Bettis of Lan
sing: "Sending the Ameritech 
cards to shelters for the 
homeless is a great idea, but 
some of the cards have ex
pired already, so people 
should check before they 
send them." . 1...sJ 



Student to travel 
'to Japan 

EATON RAPIDS - Jesse To
buren, a junior at Eaton Rapids 
High School with a dual enroll
ment at Lansing Community Col
lege, will travel to Japan this . 
summer as part of the Youth For 
Understanding International Ex
change Program. 

Jesse, the daughter of Melvin 
and Theresa Toburen, is a recipi
ent of the prestigious Japan-U.S. 
Senate scholarship administered 
by Youth for Understanding. 

Funding for this scholarship is 
provided by the Japanese Minis
try of Education, Science, Sports 
and Culture, the Japanese Minis
try of Foreign Affairs, the Japan 
Foundation Center for Global 
Partnership, and the United 
States government. 

One high school junior from 
each state received a scholarship 
this year. 
: r ' , __ -,_,,, 



Outpouring -~~ 

In Fridar.'s column I passed 
along a brilliant idea from Ja
nice Lien of Eaton Rapids: . 

Take those prepaid calling 
cards arriving in the mail 
from Ameritech - which are· 
largely useless to people who 
have telephones - and pass 
them along to the homeless/ 
phoneless. 

By noon Monday, Lansing 
City Rescue Mission had re
ceived 88 of the cards. Many 
came with comments like this 
one from Joyce Preston: "I 
just read John Schneider's 
column and am THRILLED to 
be able to pass this card on to 
someone who really needs it. 
Use it with my blessing." 

The cards - usable only at 
Ameritech pay phones and 
poly for local toll calls - are 
part of a settlement that re
sulted from a class-action suit 
against the company. 

Rescue Mission director 
Dan Hicks, who called the 
deluge a "phenomenal re
sponse," said his clients will 
be happy to have the cards 
and that he'll distribute them 
to ·folks at both the Rescue 
Mission and the women's 
shelter. 

Ameritech officials ac
knowledged that the cards are 
.tran.s.ferable .. 

The Rescue Mission ad
dress is 607 E. Michigan Ave., 
Lansing, MI 48912. 

t.Vhat do you think? Call 
John Schneider at 377-1175, 
send a fax to 377-1298, or e
mail jschneider@lsj.com. In
clude your name, phone num
bf!r, city, town or township. 
John's column also.appears on 
the State Journal Web site, 
~.lsj.com. 
'- s I /A -&: -"'~ 



John 
Schneider 

Card 
trick· 
Ameritech free calls 
considered useless . 
by many, but not all 

D<m't burn those Ameri
tech phone cards just yet; it 
appears they have. some re
deeming value, after alL 

In response to my recent 
column abOut the pre-paid 
calling cards arriving in local 
mailboxes and their question
able value to the average tele
phone customer, .the votes 
have poured in with near uni-. 
form1ty: worthless, useless, 
pointless : . . . 

"We got two of the cards 
·and they're useless to us," 
said Maiy Scott of Charlotte. 

"I threw mine away," said 
William Hubbell of 
Williamston. . 

That's how public opinion 
ran for two days. Then · ... 
BOOM - a dissenting voice 
expressing a fabulously- sim-
ple and noble idea. · 

In a letter hand-written on 
lined loose-leaf paper, Janice 
Lien of Eaton Rapids pointed 
out that those of us who are 

· calling the cards worthless 
obviously are people who 
have never been homeless · 
and/or phoneless. 

Lien, who has some experi
ence with both conditions, 

· wrote: 
"Eveiyone who has no use 

for their cards should forward 
them to a homeless shelter, or 
to 'Work First' counselors 
who know plenty of people 
Without telephone resources 
who desperately need a 
means to call places like 
Charlotte." 

"Some, perhaps, are people 
who had their service discon
·necte<I because they couldri't 
pay their phone bill -: or who 
paid their phone bill, but then 
found themselves without 
rent money. Can't imagirie 
people who could use these 
cards? There are plenty." 

Legal action · 
I'll tell you what the Ameri

tech folks thought of Lien's 
idea, but first a little 
background: 

In the mid- l 990s Ameritech 
became the target of a class
action lawsuit over the com
pany's linebacker service. 
Without· their approval, 
Ameritech customers were 
charged for Linebacker, 
billed as insurance covering 
repairs to wiring, jacks and 

· telephones inside homes and 
small businesses. • 

Ameritech agreed to a set
tlement in which the company 
would compensate thousands 
of customers in various ways, 
one of which was to give t.hem 
pre-paid phone ~ards. 
. In my original column on 
the subject, I conveyed the 
dismay of one Lansing recipi
ent, Laurence Davies. 

He pointed out that his card 
- good for 13 minutes of calls 
- was usable only from an 
Ameritech pay phone and 
only for local calls, or local 
toll calls (from Lansing to 
_Charlotte, for example). 

Under-utilized 
Given those restrictions, 

Davies said, the cards had lit
tle value to the average phone 
user. And just about- every
body with an opinion on the 
matter agreed with that 
assessment. 

Some argued, in fact, that 
the phone cards· would cost 
Ameritech next to nothing be
cause so few would be used. 

·· Some even said that was the 
whole pqint. 

Said E. Bruce Cowan of 
Williamston: "It's one of the 
worst stories of corporate 
greed I've seen lately. But I'm 
sure things will get worse." 

As for Lien's idea about giv
fog the cards to the phoneless, 
Blair Klein, an Ameritech 
spokeswoman in Chicago, 
said that the cards were, in
deed, transferable. She also 
confirmed that nothing on the 
cards identifies the original 
recipients, or provides access 
to their accounts. 

Meanwhile, Dan Hicks, di
rector of Lansing's City Res
cue Mission, said he would be 
glad to accept the cards and 
distribute them to the ·Mis
sion's clients, who could 
make good use of them. 

That address is 607 E. 
Michigan Ave.,. Lansing, MI 
48912. 

What do you think? Call 
John Schneider at 377-1175, 
send a fax to 377-1298, ore-· 
mail jschneider@Jsj.coin. In
clude your name, phone num
ber, city, town or township. 
John's column also appears on 
the State Journal Web site, 
www.lsj.com. 
LSJ . (.p - i - O 1 



HEY KIDS! SIGN UP! 
2001 Summer Reading Program at the 

Eaton Rapids Public Library 

Sign up weeks: June 4-8 & June 11-15 

Program Begins: June 18, 2001 

Program Ends: Friday, August 3, 2001 · 

Reading Logs Due: August 3, 2001 

Final Reward: Read 20 books and receive a 
TY-8.eanie Baby 

Reading Rewards: Distribution August 20. 2001 

Lots of fun stutT to cim i1S you re::u1 along this summer . 
... You rccei\·c a bookmark • .book b3g, rc3ding log. sticken 

and your choice of one cosmic reward: alien pencil, mini 
foam sw glider, ··1.J.kc me to yOur lc.J.dcr bracelet- or 1 

oo ~1mal squirt af\cr your fint IO books. 



19' CAMPER TRAILER WANTED: Post hole 
$1,500. Call 5171663-6971. drilling. Call 663-5·126. 

~ RFMIC Riverwood Inc. 
~~1 131 S. Main, Eaton Rapids• 663-5073 · 

· -... . TOLL FREE: 1-888-663-5073 
rJiil-=.::i Gaylene Johnson, Broker/Owner ABR, GAi, CRS 
~'"'!i•'•ti www.riverwoodhomes-com 

·· SPRINCPORT 
$86,500 

THIS 1988 
MODULAR on 
piers includes 
1960 sq. ft., 

master bedroom/bath, two more bedrooms and·main . 
b.ath, family room with fireplace, den, and laundry 
room. . Enjoy . ··>'< '. ·. 

· ·being close to <<· .0 • . •· 
Du.ck Lake, no 
deeded access 
but · close to .~ 

Silver Beach 
and the ooat 
launch. 

F 
a 
t-
$ 
3 



Burial planned 
ONONDAGA - The ex

posed telephone cable that 
has plagued Rick and Anne 
Hector for the· past three 
years will be buried this week, 
according to Verizon's Michi
gan spo.kesman, John 
Vanwyck. 

As I wrote in Tuesday's col
umn, the cable, which is sup
posed to run underground, is 
draped over tree branches, 
coiled around poles and 
strung out in the grass near 
the Hectors' farm in 
Onondaga. 

The Hectors made numer
ous attempts to get the cable 
buried over the years, but 
couldn't manage to sustain 

~ Verizon's interest in the 
project. · 

In response to my inquiries 
Monday, Vanwyck promised 
to look into it. 

"It fell through the cracks," 
he said Tuesday. "We apolo
gize to the Hectors." 

. . What do you think? Call 
John Schneider at 377-1175, 
send a fax to 377-1298, or e
mail jschneider@lsj.com. In
clude your name, phone num
ber, . city, town or township. 
John's column also appears on 
the-·state Journal Web site, 
www.ISj.com. 
LSJ ,S-J/p- OI 



John 
Schneider 

Line 
dance 
Unburied cables 
an eternal problem 
for some area folks 

ON0NDAGA ...!:. Since writ~'.' 
fag about the unburied tele
phone cable that was interfer
ing, for the second spring, 
with the lawn-care efforts of 
Cecil Bowers of: Dimondale, 
I've been ouriedMith similar 
stories. · 

The prize for enduring the 
longest-running cable nui
sance goes to Rick and Anne 
Hector of Onondaga. Their 
ground-level telephone cable 
- owned originally by GTE . 
and now by Verizon.:.... has 
snaked across the landscape 
like an errant kite string for 
more than three years. 

In a letter to·Verizon (cop
ied to both the Michigan Pub
lic Service Commission and 
me) Anne wrote: "Our tele
phone service wire is draped 
across the front of our neigh
bor's yard and wrapped sev
eral times around two of his 
trees; then it runs along the· , 
ground to our yard and along 
the roadside of our farm for a 
little more than a quarter
mile. It's been that way for at 
least thre~ years." 

The situation is more .than 
inconvenient; it's dangerous, 
Anne wrote. Afraid of cutting 
the cable and disrupting tele- ' 
phone service, her I neighbor 
gives up mowing along the 
road. Come July, the grass 
and weeds are so 'high that 
they make it difficult to see 
oncoming traffic as the Hec
tors try to pull out of their 
driveway. 

Anne said she and her hus
band have reported the situa
tion to Verizon a number of 
times in the past couple of 
years - without success. Last 
week, the Hectors decided to 
force the issue. · 

Dea\:{end • 
Sheer determin~tion and . 

persistence on the ;telephone 
got Anne all the way to a field 
supervisor, who. promised 
th~he and a--erew· would 
come. ouf and have a· look. 
Last Tuesday, when Anne re
turned home from work, her 
son told her that a Verizon 
worker had informed the boy 
that the cable prbblem was 
resolved. 

It was a short-lived 
triumph. 

Anne wrote: "We went out
side only to discover that the 
line which was supposedly 
buried had actually been 
wrapped several times 
around a pole in our neigh
bor's yard, then ·encircled 
around a tree, strung across 
the road to anofher tree, 
wrapped around that tree, 
then positioned along the 
ground again." 

She added: "One good 
windstorm will bring those 
tree limbs down and put the 
the entire neighborhood with
out telephone service." 

Anne got back on the 
phone and started clawing 
her way up.the ahain of com
mand - only to be told that 
officials beyond a certain 
point were .inaccessible to the 
common customer. 

''We're beginning to be·" 
lieve that this is a typical big· 
conglomerate runaround and 
proper repair is not the aim of 
anyone involved," she wrote. 

On Monday morning I de
scribed the scenario to John 
Vanwyck, Verizon's Michi

. gan spokesman. He said he 
would investigate and get 
back to me. 

l C...' --- ... C-\C-t'\ 



Boy, 3, released 
from hospital 

HAMLIN 1WP. -A 3-year-old 
Eaton Rapids boy was. released 
from Sparrow Hospital on Friday 
after suffering injuries in an acci
dent that killed his grandfather, 
hospital officials said. 

Robert Lightner Jr., 48; of Ea
ton Rapids was killed early Fri
day when his pickup rolled after 
a collision with another pickup at 
Clinton Trail and Bellevue 
Highway. 

Eaton County sheriff's depu
ties said a 40-year-old Olivet man 
was stopped at the intersection 
and drove forward after yielding 
for one truck. He didn't see 
~htner's truck coming along 
Chnton Trail, deputies said. 
, Lightner was pronounced 
dead at the scene. The 3-year-old 
was reported in stable condition 
early Friday and was released 
from the hospital by late 
afternoon. 1 

The Olivet man wasn't injured. 
LS.) I - z. t -o I 



·Hospital talks 
still ongoing 

Negoti.ations continued 
Tu_esday at two mid-Michigan 
hospitals in the hopes of halt
ing a strike · at one medical 
center and averting a sfrike at 
another. 

One-third of Eaton Rapids 
Medical Center .workers - in· 

. eluding licensed practical 
nurses, X-ray technicians and 
other support staff - walked 
off the job two weeks ago 
when negotiations toward an 
initial contract stalled. Work· 
ers cite job security as the top 
remaining issue. 

Negotiations at Sparrow 
Hospital also continued Tues
day, where officials hoped to 
pr~vent a walkout of 2, 700 
workers. 

The two sides have negoti
ated since September. Spar
row's support, technical and 
maintenance workers - who· 
joined United Auto Workers 
Local 4911 a year ago - want 
retiree health-care benefits. 
L 'S.Y S-C}-:o \ 



Eaton Rapids project awaiting land deal 
By Sally Trout 

Lansing State Journal 

EATON.RAPIDS - A $200 
million housing dev~lopment 
in Eaton Rapids Township is· 
stalled while city and township 
officials work on plans to share 
land and truces. 

Developer Dorian Lange 
needs city water arid sewer ser
vices for his Grand View Com
mons project north of the Eaton 
F.apids High School. 

The Hamlin Township man 
said after 10 month.s of talks, he 
sees no progress. 

"What started out as an ex-

citing collaborative adventure 
between . the city and Eaton 
Rapids Township has devel
oped into an adversarial discus-. 
s1on, especially now attorneys 
are involved," he said. "I plan 
to file annexation petitions in 
two· weeks." 

Under Public Act 425, gov
ernments agree to share land 
and truces for a specified time 
period. 

If an annexation goes 
·through, the township would 
·receive nothing for its land. 

Eaton Rapids Township resi
dent Richard Smith supports a 
lan~-share agreement. . 

"It doesn't bother me if town
ship land goes to the city," he 
said Wednesday. "We need 
more reasonably prjced hous-
ing here." . · 

Hamlin resident Duane Ross, 
a real estate ·agent, sees the 
new development as positive 
for everyone. 

"I undersfand why the town
ships are concerned about los
ing land, but it's something ev
ery community goes through 
with growth." . 

While Lange waits, city and 
township officials have ex
panded talks to include a mas
ter agreement that spells out 

areas and terms of land sharing 
for both Eaton Rapids and 
Hamlin townships with the city. 

Eaton Rapids Township Su
pervisor Linda Wilbur wants a 
master agreement in plac~ be
fore smaller agreements such· 
as Lange's are approved. · 

"Once we settle on the global 
agreement, it will make all fu
ture talks about land use easi-
er," she said. · 

Each township has lost land 
to the city through either an
nexation or 425 agreement. 

"The townships are all done 
lying down and rolling over 
dead," Hamlin Supervisor Bar-

bara Rogers said. "We are an 
entity to be recognized and bar-· 
gained with for our land." 

City Manager William LeFe
vere said the city prefers not to 
resort to annexation. 

"I'm confident we can come 
to an agreement, but it will take 
time," he said. 

Housing units include single-· 
family. homes priced at 
$175,000 to $250,000, condo
miniums, aP.artments and two 
50-unit buildings for senior 
citizens. 

Contact Sally Trout at 377-
1040 or strout@Jsj.com. 

Development planned 
Site of proposed housing , 
deveploment area for Grand. 
View Commons in Eaton 
Rapids south of Lansing. 

CODY HINZE/Lansing State Journal 

L SJ .11-.':t.-DI 



Highland Park 
lets g~, of school 
superintendent 
Schobl board votes 
·to' dismiss because 
··she never liv°ed there 

Associated Press 

ell said she has been a city 
resident ~ince Oct. 19; 2000. 

"I'm there every day," Mitch~ 
ell has said. "I have satisfied the 
residency requirement." · 

Mitchell's attorney said he 
will seek binding arbitration by 

HIGHLAND PARK _ The the American Board of Arbitra
Highland Park school board tors as specified in her contract. 
voted Monday to oust its su- "Residency is just a guise 

C
erintendent, saying she for other issues," Thomas 

Derderian said. 
reached ·her employment 

contract by never living in the . Sixteen-year board veteran 
city.. · Leonard Robinson voted to 

Beulah Mitchell had been keep Mitchell. He called the res
on paid administrative leave idency is~e "a sham." 
since "She's gotten there at 7 
March 13 . o'clock every morning, and 
and John she stays until- late every eve-
White, as- ning. I guess people don't like 
sistant su- that. People don't like to see 
perinten- people work," Robinson said. 
dent for · He said Mitchell was unpop-
human re- ular with the board because she 
sources cut board perks - including, 
and labor· _ .... ~ _ meeting-night meals and limit-
relations, Mitchell ing its travel budget. 
has been . , "They wanted a superin-
serving as acting tendent that would pretty 
superintend.erit. much do what they say," Rob-

Monday's 6-1 vote foll.owed a in.son said. · 
25-minute private' board ses- Robinson said Mitchell was 
sicin, a district spokesman said. trying to find a house, and 

said she kept the board ap-
M i tche ll, who was paid prised of her ongoing search. 

$105,000 a year, was the former But board president John 
superintendent of schools· in Hollowa:y said the board still 

·Eaton Rapids. She curreritly isn't convinced Mitchell is a 
leases a townhouse in a High-. city resident. 
land Park development. "I think the board was quite 

Hlred Jan. 17, 2000, Mitch- lenient," Holloway said: . 
/... 5 ..J 5-;J-o,. 



John 
Schneider 

Ri p 
off 
Car insurance fraud 
grows but agencies · 
cite loopholes in law 

EATON RAPIDS - If the 
guy had been a little more 
subtle, Barton Taube might 
have been able to grit his 
teeth an~ fb~et about it. 

But he didn t know when to 
shut up. 

"He flaunts it," said Taube, 
who lives in Eaton Rapids. 
"He's in his mid-30s and he 
goes around . bragging about 
the fact that he never had car 
insurance in his life." 

That is, of course, a. viola
tion of the law, which makes . 
car insurance mandatory for 
Michigan drivers. But when 
Taube.tried to blow the whis· 
tle on the acquaintance, no
body seemed .mterested. 

"I guess nobody cares," 
Taube said .. 

Taube called the Michigan 
State Police, the Eaton Coun
ty Sheriff's Department, the 
Secretary of State's Office 
and one of the insurance com
panies the guy used as a tool · 
m his campaign of systematic 
fraud. · ... 

The police officials told him 
that if they stopped the guy on 
a traffic beef and somehow 
learned that he didn't have in
surance, they'd take action. 

A person at the Secretary of · 
State's office told Taube that 
the responsibility of that of
fice ends once the person ap
plying for license plate tabs 
shows the standard proof-of
insurance certificate. 

The insurance folks said 
that as long as the guy wasn't 
insured by .that company, he 
was of no interest to them. 

Said a frustrated Taube: "It 
makes me wonder why I'm 
paying for car in~urance." 

Simple plan 
· How does the scam work? 

Well, Taube has heard the 
scenario so many times that 
he can recite it in his sleep: 

The guy telephones an in
surance company, gets. a 
quote on premiums, accepts· 
the deal and asks for a proof
of-insurance. certificate. He' 
uses it to get his tabs, then, 
before the first premium pay
ment is due, he cancels the 
insurance. · 

But he still has the "proof' 
- in case he has to show it to 
an officer: Once it expires, he. 
calls· another company and 
does it again. 

Before referring me to the 
Michigan Association of Inde
pendent Insurance· Agents 
Monday, Secretary of State · 
spokeswoman Julie Pierce . 
said: "We require proof of in· 
surance when people renew 
their tabs; that's what the law 
requires of us." 

At the association, SP.Okes
man Gary Mitchell conceded 
that the scenario described by 
Taube happens all too fre
quently and that it's "a major 
concern to the insurance in
dustry." Furthermor~, it 
causes higher premiums for 
everybody, Mitchell said. 
· However, Mitchell said, 

fighting fraud is somebody 
else's fight. 

"It's clearly the obligation 
of the law-enforcement com
munity," he said. · 

Not so, said Sgt. Chuck 
Hockanson, of the state police 
Traffic Services Section. His · 
agency would get involved 
only as a consequence of a 
traffic stop, Hockanson said 
- and only when a driver has 
rio insurance certificate. 
LSJ S-1-t>I. 



E. Rapids 
hospital 
em.ployees 
to strike 
Union talks stall; 
Sparrow workers set 
informational picket 

By Andy Henion 
Lansing State Journal 

possibility of some of Local 
580's other 2,500 members 
joining the picket. 

"The Teamsters do not 
want any problems down 
there," Gilmore said. "The 
mayor has made the com
ment that he does not want 
us outsiders in his communi-

Several dozen workers at w h f b 
Eaton Rapids Medical Center ty. e ave a lot 0 mem ers 

that live down in Eaton 
plan to strike just after mid- Rapids." 
night Sunday. Many more 
Sparrow Hospital employees Said Colestock: "There 
could picket earlier in the day have been . 
in Lansing. times 

Both groups are seeking where 
their first contracts under there have. 
union representation. been 

In Eaton Rapids, about 60 Ii- strikes 
censed practical nurses, X-ray and vio~ 
technicians and other support lence 
staff represented by Teamsters erupts. 
Local 580 plan to walk out at We don't' 
12:01 a.m. Monday. Colestock antjcipate 

Negotiations are stalled af- that but 
ter 15 months. Local 580 we want to protect against it. 
business agent Jim Gilmore Our police department is go. 
said the union is upset mainly ing to take the necessary 
over the hospital's· desire to steps to protect the health 
hire outside contract and welfare of everybody up 
workers. there." 

Hospital Administrator Jack The Sparrow negotiations 
Denton said he plans to contin- involve about 2,700 technical, 
ue all services with nonunion maintenance and service 
employees and managers. 

Gilmore said city police have workers with United Auto 
Workers Local 4911. The 

ordered strikers to stay on a union said it will hold an in-
small stretch of hospital grass f · 
along the road. The union ormational picket from 4 
,wants access to more public p.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday unless 
rights-of-way, Gilmore said. an agreement is reached. 

He also said Mayor Donald cdntad Andy Henion at 377-
Colestock is upset about the 1205 or ahenion@Jsj.com. 

·,c\ L./_'l/-o/ 



Hospital support staff goes on strike. 
E. Rapids Medical · 
workers picket after 
negotiations stall 

By Andy Henion 
Lansing State Journal 

EATON RAPIDS -After 18 
years at Eaton Rapids Medical 
Center, nurse Marcia Jackson 
laid down her stethoscope 
Monday and joined dozens of 
colleagues in a strike against 
the hospital. 

"It will be a sacrifice," Jack
son said while toting a pro
union placard in front of the 
community hospital. "But it's a 
sacrifice I'm. willing to make." 

About 54 workers - 30 per-

cent of the hospital's 175-mem
ber staff - walked out over 
stalled contract talks. The em
ployees, represented by Team
sters Local 580, include li
censed practical nurses, X-ray 
technicians, pharmacy employ
ees and other support staff. 

About 35 picketers turned. 
out at 12:01 a.m. Monday, the 
start of the strike. Union offi- · 
cials said about three of their 
workers crossed the picket line 
to go to work. 

Hospital executives filled the 
strikers' positions with manag
ers and outside help. The pub
lic relations manager, for ex
ample, helped in the kitchen. 

"I think there have been a 
few patients" that have can
celed appointments or proce-

<lures, said hospital administra
tor Jack Denton. "But that 
number is minimal. We're ap
propriately staffed and fully 
·operating." 

Hospital and union officials 
have negotiated for more than 
15 months and are deadlocked 
over the hospital's refusal to 
stop using outside companies 
to perform work. No new con
tract negotiations were sched
uled as of Monday. 

"We'll be here as long as it 
takes," said Local 580 business 
agent Jim Gilmore, who's oper-
ating out of a trailer on private 
pro~erty nea~ the hospital. 

Gilmore said the union has 
requested money from Team-

Please see .HOSPITAL, 60 
LS.S 4\i..'-1\01 



Hospital: 
30 percent 
of workers 
walk out 
Continued FROM 10 

· ste~. International to help support 
the strikers. The AFL-CIO, an um
brella union, also may help, he said. 

The hospital already has out
sourced the laundry and physical 
therapy departments and has hired 

-.a.private pharmacist. ~ 

Nancy Miller, a longtime ultra
sound technician, said that threat
ens her job. "You could always go to 

. work for the company, but you'd 
.make.a lot less than.you are now," 
she said. 

But Denton said it's good bui;i
ness to hire another company to re
cruit, hire, train and pay workers. 
For example, he said, turning over 
rehabilitation to a Lansing company 
about six years ago has proved 
successful. 

·"We have no current plans to out
source any more departments," he 
said, "but we think it's important to 
retain the authority to do so." 

The 20-bed hospital, built in 1954 
and renovated recently for $7 mil
lion, includes 24-hour emergency 
ar:id minor surgery services, but 
does not deliver babies. 

· Denton said the hospital had 
about 10,000 emergency visits and 
1,500 surgeries last year. 

Contact A,ndy Henlon at 377-1205 
or ahenion@Jsj.com. 

j,_SJ 'i/z'f/ol 



EightP.-grader awarded for GP A 
Nikki Wells, an eighth-grader at Eaton Rapids Middle School, has 

received the National Leadership and Service Award from the United 
States Achievement Academy. 

Nikki is now eligible to receive a scholarship 
and will.appear.in the USA.\·National Awards Year
bookJor the second year, in a row. Last year the. 
USAA awarded Nikki the National History and Gov
ernment award, and she was honored with a trib
Llte signed by Gov. John Engler, Lt. Gov. Dick Posth
Limus and state Rep. Mickey Mortimer. 

The academy recognizes fewer than 10 percent 
of all American high school students. 

Nikki's parents are Dennis and Shelia Wells 
of Eaton Rapids. Her grandparents are Nicholas and Wells 
lena Wells also of Eaton Rapids, Sherry Hutch-
lnson of Ionia, Carol Tomlinson of Greenville, and Michael and Nancy 
lflayden of Pioneer, Ohio. L~J y - I (p - o t 



Hospital strike 
is delayed 

EATON RAPIDS ...:.. A 
planned strike of Eaton Rap
ids Medical Center has been 

. delayed a week so union and 
hOSJ?ital officials can try to ne
g o tt ate a work co_ntract, ' 
Teamsters Local 580 officials 
said Wednesday. 

About. 60 hospital support 
staff -:- including licensed 
practical nurses and. X-'ray 
technicians - had planned to / 
strike starting at 12:01 a.m. 
Monday. They are upset 
mainly over the hospital's use 
of contract workers, union of
ficials said. 

Jim Gilmore, Local 580's / 
business agent, said the union . 
decided to hold off on the 
strike in hopes of reaching an 
agreement. If they. don't, he 
said the workers will strike 

' April 23. 
The two sides have tried to J 

negotiate a contract for about ! 
· 15 months, with many state
. mediated sessions proving 

unsuccessful. 
L.S.J lj-f"Z.-01 



Hospital employees ready to strike 
Support staff, nurses 
in Eaton Rapids set 
to walk out Monday 

By Andy Henion 
Lansing State Journal · 

EATON RAPIDS-About 60 
employees at Eaton Rapids 
Medical Center plan to strike 
,early Monday, forcing hospital 
officials to use outside help and 
mana~ers to continue 
operating.· 

Licensed ,Practical nurses, X
ray technicians and other sup
port staff represented by Team~ 

sters Local 580 will walk out at 
12:01 a.m. unless a contract is 
ratified, union ·officials said. 
The group does not include 
registered nurses and doctors. 

A settlement appears unlike
ly, officials said. The two sides 
have negotiated for 15 months 

. and no new meetings were 
scheduled as of Tuesday. They 
remain divided over the hospi
tal's use of contract workers 
and refusal to let the union dis
pute "unreasonable" work 
rules, union leaders said. 

"We have met so many times 
I don't know if another meeting 
would be !roductive at this 
point," sai Frieda Mills, who 

has mediated the negotiations 
for the Michigan Employment 
Relations Commission. 

Jack Denton, the rural hospi
tal's president and chief execu
tive officer, said he intends to 
continue all services during a 
·strike by using "nonunion per
sonnel, managers and others." 

The 20-bed hospital has 175 
workers - 98 full time and 77 
part time - and includes out
patient surgery and radiology 
and emergency services. 

Denton wouldn't comment 
on the negotiations. "We cer
tainly hope that the outstand
ing issues can be resolved and a 
strike can be averted," he said. 

The support staff and about gotiations are often conten- Warner said the union "will 
15 registered nurses joined Lo-· tious because the agreements never agree" to let the hospital 
cal 580 early last year and have are written from scratch, cover- use contractors carte blanche. 
been negotiating separate con- ing wages, benefits and all Jim Gilmore, the union's 
tracts. The registered nurses work rules. business agent, said the work- . 
are in the early bargaining Lynne Meade, a pharmacy ers would strike around the 
stages. technician who sits on the ne- clock for "as long as it takes." 

The support group set to gotiations committee, said They could be joined by some 
strike includes the LPNs and she's concerned about her fu. of the local's 2,500 other mem
the radiology, food service, ture because the hospital has bers, he added. 
housekeeping, medical records hired contract workers to run "Hopefully we can resolve 
and pharmacy departments. the pharmacy and physkal this before it should go to a 
They voted overwhelmingly to therapy departments. {picket) line," Gilmore said. 
strike and on Friday sent a 1 O" "They want to be able to hire "But we're going to have to 1 

day strike notice to the state - a subcontractor for any job at come up with a definite agree-
a requirement for health-care any time," said Meade, 36, of ment to stop the strike." 
facilities, said Local 580 Presi- -Eaton Rapids. "We feel that Contact Andu Henion at 37,,_ 
dent George Warner. takes our JOb security right out· 'J 1 • 

Mills said initial contract ne- from upder us." 1205 or ahenion@Jsj.com. 
LSJ '"l-11-ot 



f eens hope learning' 
the latest technique 
will help job hunt 
:onstruction technology 
tudents learn new way 
~r working with bricks 

By Chris Golembiewski 
Lansing State Journal 

Thirty Eaton County construction 
~chnology students showed off a 
ew skill this week that they hope 
rill lead to future jobs. 
They hung and screwed a new 

ind of brick to the face of a house 
iley're helping 
uild in Eaton Charlotte 
'ownship near 
:harlotte. 
,bout 30 area contractors stopped 
y to watch. 
No mortar is used with the new 

roduct - called Novabrik. The 
,rick siding is hung on the wall and 
richored onto strips. 
"It overlaps, like shingles," said 

louglas Cook of Norandex/Reyn
lds Distribution Co. in Lansing, the 
>cal distributor of Novabrik. 
The company donated the materi

ls students used to create a brick 
lreplace surrounding and brick 
rainscoting on the front of the 
.ouse in the Autumn Woods subdi
ision off Packard Road. 
The manufacturer, Premarc 

~lock & Brik of Durand, trained the 
tudents and certified class instruc
Clr Rod McMichael in installation. 
The house is the 19th the Eaton 

""+,,.,,,..._n,.f:..,,+,,. c,..J...n.n.l n: ...... ~ ...... .nl ............ 

of juniors and seniors from Char
lotte, Eaton Rapids, Maple Valley, 
Potterville and Grand Ledge high 
schools have helped contractors 
build, McMichael said. 

Chad MacArthur, an 18-year-old 
Eaton Rapids junior, said he likes 
working with the new brick prod
uct. He tried mortaring brick once. 

"This is easier," said MacArthur, 
who hopes to be offered a summer 
job installing the concrete siding. 

Novabrik is cheaper and thr~e 
times faster to install than regular 
brick, Cook said. 

Constructing houses of brick has 
become very expensive and brick 
masons are in short supply, McMi
chael said. 

"It's a hard job and you need 
more skill to lay brick than you do 
for cement block," he said. 

"This is a great product. I don't 
have to stand in line and wait for a 
mason to come here," said McMi
chael, who also is a private home
building contractor. 

When local builders hire his stu
dents to install Novabrik, they're 
"not only ~etting an employee, 
they're gettmg a skill they don't 
have," he said. 

Mark Premer of Premer Builders 
in Dimondale, who came to watch 
the installation, said he's interested 
in the product. 

"It looks pretty good. We're al
ways looking for a brick look and 
cost savings," he said. 

'r1".t!'lo th .... o..o _ h.t··u-~ .... nn...- 1 aai::: 
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Hanging bricks: Chad MacArthur, 18, of Eaton Rapids. inst31h 
Novabrik, a mortarless brick siding. MacArthur is a constructior 
technology student in the Eaton Intermediate School District. HE 
and his classmates learnej a. 11ew technique for hanging anc 
screwing the bricks to create siding. 

square-foot house at 1134 Nid.olas 
Lane already has been sold for 
$186,000, McMichael said. "This 
program sells itself." 

C::h11'~.cr.9'\teo nhll eohnnY nff tJ.,,o;,.. '~Pnrlr 

at a May 18 open house, w:Jch ofter 
attracts buyers for next ye u' s build 
ing project, he said. 

Contact Chris Golemt.Jewski a 
-~77- 1 n44 nr l'O'lll1:1mhifnilc; ,.,,..., 



Student has leadership in her veins 
Red Cross blood drives 
among many ventures 
for Eaton Rapids senior 

By Sally Trout 
Lansing State Journal 

EATON RAPIDS -Amanda Jean 
Lezotte is out for blood. 

The 18-year-old Eaton Rapids 
High School senior is chairwoman 
of the school's blood drive on May 4, 
a job she has held for the past five 
school blood drive dates . 

For Amanda, the daughter of Lau
ra and Richard Lezotte, the respon
sibility is one of the most important 
things she does in her school and 
community. 

"Students give blood because 
they know they are young and 
healthy and often have friends or 
family who will need blood at some 
time," Amanda said Wednesday. 

Typically, about 100 pints are col
lected each time, 90 percent from 
students. 

The blood drive, sponsored by the 
Student Council and National Hon
or Society, is a perfect outlet for 
Amanda. She is council president 
and a society member. 

Eaton Rapids is so successful at 
getting donors, the Mid-Michigan 
Chapter of Red Cross recently rec
ognized the school for having the 
most first-time donors of any school 
in the Red Cross' region of 26 
counties. 

"Amanda is our longest-standing 
student blood drive representative 
- she is the reason the Eaton Rap
ids drives are so successful," said 
Linda Baker, Red Cross donor re
cruitment representative. "She is 
exceptional." 

Baker is especially grateful for 
the school's regular blood drive the 
day before Thanksgiving. 

"This is critical for our blood sup
plies as there are no collections on 
Thanksgiving and donor numbers 
are down on Friday after," Baker 
said. "The pints collected at the 
school supply the area's blood and 
platelet needs for the holiday 
weekend." 

Amanda was instrumental in 
starting a program called "Senior to 
Senior," which encourages stu
dents to visit nursing home resi-

dents twice a month. 
During the visits students and se

niors enjoy parties, treats, gifts, 
games and conversation. 

"I'm pretty proud of this program 
because it builds special connec
tions between the two age groups," 
she said. 

David Johnson, Eaton Rapids 
High School principal, would like to 
have many more students just like 
Amanda. 

"From the day she walked in this 
building she has been a mature, re
sponsible person who always com
pletes what she says she will," he 
said. "I just can't say enough good 
things about Amanda." 

Amanda's Spanish teacher, Sa
rah Ausel, has had the student lead
er in her class for three years and 
knows her well. 

"I admire her for all the things 
she finds time to do," Ausel said. 
"She has accomplished so much, 
especially in the area of community 
service." 

While Amanda is a standout as a 
student leader, she also is active in 
the community happenings too. 

She worked highway cleanup, 
summer camp for the county's gift
ed children, represented the school 
on the Eaton Rapids United Way 
Board, and served on a committee 
of community leaders. 

With all these activities, the se
nior still finds time to work 20 hours 
a week as a co-op student with the 
Michigan Department of Consumer 
and Industry Services. 

Amanda has her future mapped 
out too. She has a full scholarship to 
Lansing Community College next 
fall and plans to continue her work 
with the state. 

Contact Sally Trout at 377-1040 
or strout@lsj.com. 
L~U 4-~~ -o( 
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Spreading the word: Amanda Jean Lezotte, a senior at Eaton Rapids High School, puts up posters 
Wednesday at the school to p~omote the upcoming blood drive. She has led the past five blood drives. 



Service group honors area students 
By Sally Trout 

Lansing State Journal 
EAST LANSING - Area high 

,chool students, recipients of this 
•ear's Daughters of the American 
levolution's Good Citizen Awards, 
·ecently were recognized at a tea at 
he Eastminster Presbyterian 
:hurch. 

Good citizens include: 
• DeWitt - Emily Pasch, a 

)eWitt High School senior, is a 
nember of the 
rarsity competi
ive cheer team, 
ipanish Club and 
'1ational Honor 
)ociety. She plans 
o attend the 
Jniversity of 
~ichigan in the L--;i...;..• 

'all. 
• East Lansing - Lisa Findley, 

m East Lansing High School 
;enior, is active in 
'he school musi
:al production of 

' Fame," 
\mnesty 
:ntemational and 
:he school literary 
nagazine 
foliloquy. Lisa 
Jlans a trip to 
~urope before entering college this 
'all. 

• Eaton Rapids - Judah Wilson 
.s a member of Eaton Rapids High 
:>chool's National 
:-Ionor Society, 
rarsity choir, bas
i<:etball and tennis 
:earns. He enjoys 
iigital photogra
Jhy and Web site 
iesign. He plans 
:o major in busi- . 
1ess manage-
nent, economics or finance at col
ege. 

• Fowler - Holly Miller has 

served as class 
president for 
three years, as 
Student Council 
president, Band 
Council president 
and is a member 
of the National 
Hu11u1 Sulidy ctl 

·Fowler High School. She also par-
ticipates in cheerleading, track and 
softball. 

• Grand Ledge - Taylor Ann 
Heins is active in · 
Grand Ledge High 
School's FF A and 
Student Council, 
has been presi
dent of the 
National Honor 
Society for two 
years and is the 
yearbook editor. 
She also is involved in the Science 
Club, Library Club, Lions Club, 4-H 
Club and plays junior varsity bas
ketball. Taylor plans to major in 
agriculture communications at 
MSU. 

• Haslett - Tyler Boersen 
attends Haslett 
High School and 
has served two 
years as Student 
Council president 
and president of 
his class for three 
years. He served 
three years as a 
school board rep
resentative and plans a career in 
aerospace and politics. 

• Holt - Casey 
Nelson is presi
dent of Holt High 
School's National 
Honor Society, is 
a Peer Assist-ance 
Listener/ t'eader 
and has been 
selected as a cap-

tain for athletic teams he has par
ticipated on. 

• Mason - Jayson Vincentis a 
member of Mason 
High School's 
National Honor 
Society, Mason 
Varsity Club, is a 
Mct:.uu :.ludt'ul
athlete nominated 
for the Academic 
All-League Award 
for basketball, and 
recipient of the Wendy's High 
School Heisman Award 

• Okemos - Dante Ianni, an 
Okemos High 
School senior, is 
a member of the 
OHS Democrats, 
Model United 
Nations Club and 
is Diversity Day 
Program partici
pant. He served 
as a delegate to 
Michigan's Boys State and is a 
National Merit Scholarship com
mended student. 

• Ovid-Elsie Marguerite 
Byrnes is co-edi
tor of the Ovid
Elsie High School 
Yearbook and 
treasurer of the 
National Honor 
Society. She has 
participated in 
basketball, track 
and is a National 
Merit finalist. Her hobbies include 
playing the flute, traveling and 
reading. 

• Owosso -
Heather Jones, a 
National Merit 
finalist, is 
involved in music 
programs at 
Owosso High 
School playing 

the clarinet and piano. She is on the 
tennis team and a volunteer at an 
after-school program for elemen
tary school children. Heather plans 
to become a physical therapist and 
hopes to attend Boston University. 

• Perry - Peter Roper is a Perry 
High School 
si: h i:il i1r/ "th1 eh:' 
with a varsity 
baseball letter for 
four years. He is 
a member of the 
National Honor 
Society and 
active in a youth 
group through ._ _ _._ 
the Spirit of Christ · Church and 
Family Center. 

• Pewamo-Westphalia - Ben 
Kramer, a senior, is a member of 
the National------
Honor Society 
and is a co-op stu
dent with 
Michigan Veneer. 
Ben is active in 
his . church, was 
homecoming king 
and plans to 
attend either 
Lansing Community College or 
Michigan State University. 

• Potterville - Jacob Robertson, 
17, is an honor 
student at 
Potterville High 
School. He is a 
Boy Scout and 
currently is work
ing toward an 
Eagle Scout rank. 
Jacob plans to 
attend Northern 
Michigan University where he will 
major in music education. 

• Sexton - Katherine Burns, a 
J.W. Sexton High School senior, is 
a member of the National Honor 
Society, National Hispanic Honor 
Society and the Key Club. She also 

participates in the 
student Rotary 
program. She 
plans to attend 
Michigan State 
University or 
Indiana 
University to 
u1c1ju1 iu ]Ju:.iut':>:> 
management and finance. 

•Waverly- Christine Jurus is an 
active member of the Waverly High 
School Student 
Senate, PALS, 
National Honor 
Society and varsi
ty soccer team. 
S.he plans to 
study at 
Michigan State 
University ' s 
College of 
Education. 

•Webberville - Laura Hamlin, a 
Webberville High 
School senior, is a 
member of the 
National Honor 
Society, Student 
Council, 4-H Club 
and FF A She also 
is active in her 
youth group, ~.......;a-loill 
church and politi
cal functions. Laura plans to study 
agriculture communications at MSU. 

• Williamston - Jacob Kain is a 
National Merit 
Scholar, 
Williamston High 
School Student 
Council parlia
mentarian and 
treasurer of the 
Business 
Professionals of 
America, on the 
tennis team and editor of the school 
newspaper. 

Contact Sally Trout at 377-1040 
or str.out@lsj.com. 
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School board to discuss resignation 
Decision expected on 
assistant principal 
in solicitation case 

By Sharon Terlep 
Lansing State Journal 

The Lansing School Board 
will decide tonight whether to 
approve a resignation agree
ment with an assistant princi
pal who solicited a prostitute 
last summer. 

The decision could bring clo-

sure more than nine months af
ter David Arvizu was placed on 
paid leave from his job at Ever
ett High School. 

"We're pleased to have got
ten it this far," district spokes
man Mark Mayes said. "This is 
something where you go back 
and forth until you find some
thing everyone can agree on." 

School officials would not re
lease details of the proposed 
agreement, saying that it's not 
final. 

Part of the agreement pro
hibits school officials from talk-

ing about 
the settle
ment, 
Mayes said. 

Arvizu, 
53, pleaded 
no contest 
to the mis
demeanor 
and paid 
$259. No Arvizu 
contest 
means he neither admitted nor 
denied guilt. 

The Eaton Rapids resident 
has been on paid leave from his 

$71,446-a-year job since June 6 
after school officials learned of 
his arrest. He has earned more 
than $53,500 since being 
placed on leave. 

Arvizu declined comment 
Wednesday. 

His lawyer, Michael Hock
ing, couldn't be reached but 
has said the crime shouldn't af
fect Arvizu's job because it 
didn't involve a student and 
didn't occur on school property 
or d~ring work hours. 

Hired in 1994, Arvizu is one 
of three. assistant principals at 

How to go 
•What: Lansing School 
Board meeting 
•When: 5:30 tonight 
•Where: Sheraton Hotel, 
925 S. Creyts Road. 

Everett. 
He was arrested last summer 

after police say he picked up a 
prostitute on Kalamazoo Street 
then took her to Evergreen 
Cemetery on Mt. Hope Avenue. 

Police were setting up a sting 
when they saw him approach 
21-year-old Tara Coffman, who 
later pleaded guilty and was 
sentenced to 30 days in jail. 

" It sounds like a fair out
come," said Leonard Lipinski, 
whose son is a sophomore at 
Everett. "When you're in that 
position, you are held to a high
er standard. You're seen as a 
role model for these kids ." 

Arvizu is among three area 
school employees charged with 
a crime during the last year. 

In October, former Lansing 

School District substitute teacher 
Jarish Mcintosh was sentenced 
to one year in jail for sexually 
assaulting two teenage girls. 

Mcintosh, who worked at 
Dwight Rich Middle School, 
was convicted in May. 

Jeff Howenstine, a band teach
er at Otto Middle School, is 
charged with sexually assaulting 
a 14-year-old former student. He 
has been on paid leave since De
cember. A preliminary hearing is 
set for April 6. 

Contact Sharon Terlep at 
377-1066 or sterlep@lsj.com 
I C" l "'7 - -. ~ _.,...,. 



Eaton Rapids' Split 9 
debuts on music scene 
Eaton Rapids' new entry in the 

local music scene is a four
piece band called Split 9. 

The band features Albert Leven 
on vocals, Jeremy Southwick on 
guitar, Miguel Briseno on bass and 
Dan Shields on drums. 

Formed in 1988, the quartet re
cently joined Jeff Burton's stable at 
Lost Chord Records, which has 
worked with Powetface, Adrena
chrome, Mag 44, Negligent Youth 
and The Van Ermans. 

The group's music, which re
ceived a boost in the studio from 
members of Powetface and Adren
a chrome, combines mellow 
grooves, hard-core rock and rap to 
create its unique and energetic 
sound. 

The group debuted its 10-track 
"Contemporary Lit" to a live audi
ence in a CD-release party on Feb. 
17. 

Tuning up: The Capital Area 
Blues Society is accepting applica
tions for participation in its 2001 
mid-Michigan Blues Festival, set for 
Aug. 18. 

Interested bands should send 
press kits with a recent band pie· 
ture, a copy of the band's latest re· 
cording and biographical informa
tion on the group's members. 

Forward the information to: 
CABS, Events Committee, P.O. Box 
1004, Okemos, MI 48805-1004. 

Busy times: Since the release of 
"Sugareen," the members of 19 
Wheels haven't had much free time. 

The disc has enjoyed success in 
the band's hometown of East Lan
sing, as well as in Detroit, Grand 
Rapids, Kalamazoo and even Fay
etteville, Ark., - where the song 
"Broken" recently beat out songs 
by bands such as Incubus and Life-
i... ...... , ,c-.o +n h,;+ l\.Tn. 1 ;n tht:11o ~t~tinnc;:' 

rotation. 

Ricardo 
Cooney 

Music 

In response the band nas mande 
radio station appearances, per· 
formed in-store acoustic gigs and a 
hit the road on a tour schedule that 

· will lead it to Grand Rapids, Detroit 
Kalamazoo, Hamtramck and, ol 
course, East Lansing before the end 
of the month. 

The band also received a mention 
in the recent edition of Spin maga. 
zine. The cover of the magazine fea-. 
tures Bono, Moby and PJ Harvey. 

More Problems: ·Grand Rapids 
natives Domestic Problems is put
ting the final touches on its fourth 
studio disc, "Patiently." 

The band will introduce the disc 
to its fans on March 24 in a CD· 
release party at Kalamazoo's StatE 
Theatre, 406 S. Burdick St. 

Tickets for the show- $12.50 in 
advance and $16 the day of the 
show - are available at the StatE 
Theatre box office, (616) 345-6500 
and through Ticketmaster 
484-5656. 

Although the disc won't be avail· 
able in stores until March 27, it wiL 
be a.vailable to those at the show on 
March 24. 

Ricardo Cooney is a music col um 
nist and sports reporter for the Lan 
sing State Journal. Contact him a, 
.':177. 111? nr rr>nnnPvlfll1d r-nm 



Eaton Rapids keeps its students full 
~reakf ast program for 
:xtra study a benefit 
lt intermediate school 

By Sally Trout 
Lansing State Journal 

EATON RAPIDS - There's spe
ial help at the Breakfast Club for 
lutleuls before lhe morning bell 
mgs at l!.aton l<ap1ds' Greyhotmd 
1termediate School. 
And soon there will be help after 

chool, too. 
"It's all part of our goal to learn 

bout our students and develop pro
rams around each student's indi
idual needs," said Patricia Ryan, 
chool principal. 
The school, located in the Eaton 

:apids school complex on Grey
ound Drive, serves 484 students in 
fth and sixth grades. 
The school's Breakfast Club is for 

tudents who need help with home
rork or a particular subject. They 
omP. to srhool ;:it 7 ·~0 ;:i m twiri;- ::, 
reek to work with a resource teach
rfor an hour. Then it's off to break-
1st before classes begin. 
Students are referred by teachers 

r at the request of parents. Trans
ortation and breakfast are provid
d by the school. 
"Research has shown -some stu

ents need an extended day to im
rove their learning and that's what 
1e Breakfast Club tries to accom
lish," said Karen Rose, a resource 
~acher and the program coordina
)r. "So far the kids' grades are im
roving and they have a more posi
ve attitude toward school." 
Shane Fagan, 12, is a Breakfast 

:tub success story. 
He has been attending the club 

RACHANEE THERAKULSATHITtfor the Lansing State Journal 

Poise: Na~han Kusler (right), 12, moderates a presentation as Nate Vonhoorelbeke, 12, asks a question 
Thursday rn class at Greyhound Intermediate School in Eaton Rapids. 

for about a month and already his 
grades are moving into the solid B 
range. 

"I use the club time to finish up 
my homework," he said. Shane was 
motivated by an uncle's offer to take 
him pheasant hunting in Nebraska 
if his grades improved. 

"The trip will be fun, but now my 
grades are up and I plan to keep 
them there," he said. 

Later this month, the Homework 
· Cafe opens at the school. That will 

offer added study help after the 
school day in a more relaxed recre
ational atmosphere. 

"This was a very popular pro
gram with a student waiting list 
through community education, but 
by ·basing it at school we resolve 
some transportation and staffing is
sues," Ryan said. 

All students are hitting the side
walks this weekend for the build
ing's big fund-raiser. Proceeds this 
year, expected to be about $14,000, 
are earmarked for field trips and 
playground equipment. 

"Children in this school need dif
ferent play equipment than elemen
tary students," Ryan said. "We want 
things that allow children to mea
sure their speed, test their strength 

Greyhound school facts 
• Grades: Five and six 
• Enrollment: 484 
•Staff: 26 teachers, 13 parapro
fessionals, 13 teachers shared 
with other schools 
• Prinr.ip<tl: Patricia Ryan, 663-
9192 
•Secretory: Carol Williams, CCJ-
9192 . 

•Counselor: Christine Daven
port, 663-5716 
•Superintendent: David Gray, 
663-8155 

and provide social activity." 
Another way the school encour

ages its students to excel is through 
the Destination ImagiNation pro
gram. There will be four teams test
ing problem-solving skills at a 
spring regional competition. 

Instead of a student council elec
tion system, stuucul leaue1shiµ is 
developed through Kids Crew, a 
new idea developed at the school 
and now being copied by other 
schools. 

Students apply for seats on the 
crew - there's no election - and 
the Kids Crew then plans student 
activities. 

"With this we see some young
sters assume leadership roles we 
would have not expected," the prin
cipal said. 

Kelsi Jones, 11, has one thing to 
say about her school: "It's cool!" 

"My favorite class is science, 
where we are studying magnets and 
electricity right now," Kelsi said. 

Contact Sally Trout at 377-1040 
or strout@lsj.com. 
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Mom 
factor 
State makes it tough 
for buyer to prove 
his maternal ties 

EATON RAPIDS - Some
times Doug Blattner feels like 
a motherless child - particu
larly when he's dealing with 
the Michigan Department of 
Treasury. 

"They just won't believe 
my mother is my ,mother," 
said a thoroughly frustrated 
Blattner. 

What do they want - a 
note from his mother? Actu
ally, that would be a snap 
compared with what those 
suspicious folks at Treasury 
really want. 

Last September, Blattner 
bought a 1996 Chevrolet Ca
price Classic from his moth
er, Carolyn King of Harrison. 
He paid $7,000 for the car. 
But as far as the tax enforc
ers were concerned, the pur
chase price should have been 
irrelevant because vehicles 
changing hands between cer
tain categories of relatives 
are exempt from sales tax. 

The mother-son relation
ship definitely qualifies for 
the exemption. So, when 
Blattner went to the Secre
tary of State's Office to trans
fer the title, he informed the 
clerk that the seller was his 
mother - and paid no sales 
tax. 

Three months later 
Blattner got a letter in which 
Treasury officials demanded 
that Blattner provide proof 
that King was his mother -
in the form of a birth 
certificate. 

Blattner didn't see how the 
birth certificate would prove 
anything. His ·mother's name 
wasn't King when Blattner. 
was born. Blattner's father 
died when he was 7 and his 
mother married twice after 
that. 

No proof 
One thing upon which 

Blattner and Treasury ulti
mately agreed: The birth cer
tificate he sent proved 
nothing. 

In a second letter to 
Blattner in mid-January, the 
Treasury folks wrote: "The 
information you submitted to 
support your claim is 
incomplete." 

Remember, now, the infor
mation in question (the copy 
of the birth certificate) was 
what Treasury requested in 
its original letter. The second 
letter demanded something 
more: "A marriage license 
for Carolyn Ann King with ' 
her parents' name on it." 

Now', Blattner was willing 
to jump through hoops to a 
certain extent. He did, after 
all, comply with the first re
quest. But something about 
the second letter took the 
starch out of his s{lirit of co
operation. Maybe it was this 
sentence: "If you do not re
solve this matter within the 
time specified, an Intent to 
Assess will be issued for esti
mated use tax due, penalty 
and statutory interest." 

Too demanding? 
As Blattner saw it, the 

Treasury's demands were ex
cessive. Plus, he couldn't 
imagine how his mother's 
marriage license would provec 
that she was his mother. 

Treasury spokeswoman. 
Bridget Medina offered this 
~xplanation Monday: "We 
requested the marriage cer
tificate so that we would 
have a document showing 
the mother's parents' names. 
This would give us her maid
en name and we could tie it 
to the birth certificate." 

Blattner said he offered 
Treasury a much more direct 
route - a copy of Carolyn 
King's will, which names 
Blattner as her son and heir. 
But, according to Blattner, 
the Treasury folks declined 
that offer. 

Medina couldn't explain 
that. "We routinely accept 
wills or other documentation 
to show a relationship," she 
wrote in a · fax to me. 

Blattner's next move? 
He contemplated the ques

tion, hemmed and hawed and 
eventually said he would 
comply with the state's de
mands, one way or the other. 

But he won't do it 
cheerfully. 

"It's really none of the 
state's business," he said. 

Mat do you think? Call 
John Schneider at 377-1175, 
send a fax to 377-1298, ore
mail jschneider@Jsj.com. In
clude your name, phone num
ber, city, town or township. 
John's column also appears on 
the State Journal Web site, 
www.Isi.com. 



Grants Will boost literacy efforts 
4 districts will receive 
:hunk of $50 million, 
·olunteer reading aides 

By Chris Golembiewski 
Lansing State Journal 

Fourteen mid-Michigan school 
istricts will share in the state's new 
50 million literacy grant program 
1at will place trained "literacy 
!ader" teachers in elementary 
chools. 
The teachers, such as David Pot

!r of Waverly's Winans Elementary 
chool, work one half-day a week 
elping Winans and Elmwood Ele-
1entary teachers improve their 
kills. 
"This is a passion. I love working 

rith teachers," Potter said Thurs
ay after reading the book "Hattie 
nd the Fox" interactively with his 
nthusiastic first-graders. 
He encouraged them to anticipate 

ie book's action out loud to help 
!ading comprehension. 
Waverly's $319,600 first-year 

rant will allow two literacy leaders 
> spend half their time this term 
rorking with more teachers in the 
istrict's four elementary schools, 
:iid Collene Van Noord, Waverly's 
irector of curriculum and 
1struction. 
"This reaily helps teachers move 

>rward and cement their learning 
oout literacy," she said. 
"A lot of research shows the 

reatest impact on teacher develop-
1ent is through peer coaching," 
otter said. 
Waverly Schools also plans to 

!Ctend r:eading support teachers 
> second-, third- and fourth
raders in each elementary build-
1g next year. 
First-graders have been the fo-

R:>D SANFORC•/Lans ng State Journal 

Fun with fundamentals: David Potter, a first-grade teacher at Waverly's V/inans Elementary School, 
reads "Hattie and t1e Fox" to his class on Thursda·1. Potter also s Jends time ielp ng teachers 
improve their litera:::y skills. 

cus of state literacy efforts so far. 
The Lansing School District re

ceived the area'3 largest grant, $2.3 
million. 

It means Lansing can place a liter
acy teacher to work with first-grad
ers, as well as coach teachers in 
each of the 31 eJenentary buildings 
that ~vill be open next year, said 
Yvonne Caama_ Canul, Lansing's 
interim director cf curriculum, as
sessment ard professional 

development. tricia McNeil, Holt's assistant su-
In addition to school .iteracylead- pErintendent for c1.:rriculum, in

~rs and teacher training fer nearly struc1ion and st:iff d:!velopment. 
500 instructors at all elementaries, HoJ hopes to establish a literacy 
12 of the schools also w _ll start read- - leade::- for each of its ~:i:te elementary 
er mentoring program~ wifa volun- 3c:1ocls, increase teacher literacy 
teers, she said. -:rc.ini::lg for thir:l, fourth and fifth 

Holt Public Schools ~ece~ved the 5rades and instaJ a ":-eading recov-
area's third-largest grant - almost - :!ry" program teacher to work one
$449,000. •)n-one with at-risk students, 

"This grant will speej up some cf \kNeil said. 
the plans we already have," said Pa~ "W~'re also looking at_piloting an 

Literacy grants 
Fourtee~ mid-Michigan school 
districts are among the 99 award
ed All Students Achieve Pro
gram-Literacy Achievement Pro
gram grants: 
• .Charlotte, $316,723 
•DeWitt, $H~2.173 
• Eaton Rapids, $226,949 
• Haslett, $226,950 
•Holt, $448,783 
• Howell, $479,400 
• Lansing, $2,345, 150 
•Maple Valley, $151,300 
•Mason, $319,600 
•Owosso, $367,681 
•Perry, $151,300 
• St. Johns, $248,297 
• Stockbridge, $200,250 
•Waverly, $319,600 

all-day kindergarten for at-risk kids 
next year," she said. "Schools are 
putting a lot of effort in getting kids 
to be fluent in reading and writing 
by grade three." 

The third part of the literacy 
grants will buy books geared to skill 
levels that students can borrow and 
take home. 

Lynn Haybarker is delighted with 
her daughter's reading progress 
this year. Heather, 6, is one of David 
Potter's students at Winans 
Elementary. 

"She wants to come to school 
now; she likes reading groups. At 
first, she wasn't interested. in read
ing," Haybarker said. 

"Heather just read a book to her 
grandpa. She climbed on his lap and 
just beamed." 

Contact Chris Golembiewski at 
377-1044 or cgolembi@Jsj.com. 
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Even in tiny Eaton Rapids 

The world has changed 
By Christine MacDonald, 

Tim Martin and Robert Snell 
Lansing State Journal 

K ~vin Towsley 

is more 

focused on 

friends and family. 

Natalie Norton can't 

stop sneaking peeks at 

CNN. 

Wanda Lauck strug

gles to help her daugh- , 

ter understand tragedy 

- even as she struggles 

to understand it herself. 

And Eaton Rapids, like 
most everyplace else in Amer
ica, longs for a sense of nor
malcy three weeks after the 
Sept. 11 terrorist attacks. 

But people are discovering 
normalcy isn't easy to find. 

"The issues we all thought 
were important before ... 
they're on the back burner 
now," said Towsley, a main
tenance employee at Eaton 
Rapids High School. "It's a dif-
ferent world." · 

Even in small-town Amer
ica, the terrorist attacks 
touched just about everyone's 
life. Someone knows someone 
else who might get called up to 
military service. Others know 
someone who was near the 
terror. Still others have had 
their travel plans or busi
nesses affected. 

Nearly everyone has cried, 
prayed, donated money or 
blood, or flown a flag. 

The emotional devastation 
has hit close to home in Eaton 
Rapids, even though the city is 
669 miles from New York City. 

Hundreds more people died 

Coming together: In the wake of the Sept. 11 terrorist 
attacks, students, staffers and teachers of Northwestern 

About this story 
Three reporters and two 

photographers from the 
Lansing State Journal 
spent most of Tuesday 
in Eaton Rapids to show 
how a community has 
reacted - and changed 
- since Sept. 11. 

in the Sept. 11 attacks than 
live in Eaton Rapids, a city of 
5,330 people located 18 miles 
southwest of Lansing. 

ROD SANFORD/ Lansing State Journal 

Elementary School in Eaton Rapids use red, white and blue 
tracings of their hands Tuesd.ay to create a U.S. flag. 

''Too many people started 
t~king things for granted," Tribute: A memorial to fallen firefighters and other victims of 

the Sept. 11 attacks is displayed Tuesday outside the Hamlin 
Please see REACTION, 4A Township offices and fire department near Eaton Rapids. Lansing State Journal 
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1\nd a happy birthday to ... 
Lorraine Hengstebeck of Eaton Rapids celebrated her 90th birth

lay Saturday. 
Her family gathered for brunch at Clara's on Jan. 14. Included in 

he gathering were her son, Jim (JoAnn); three grandchildren, Michael 
Julie), Dan (Beth) and Juliann (Scott) Hawks; and two great 
;randchildren, Tori and Kailey. Also, a daughter-in-law, Debbie 
Rick), arrived Wednesday to make preparations to escort Lorraine 
o Florida for several weeks at the end of the month. 

Lon:aine moved to Eaton Rapids from Shelton, Neb., in 1947 with 
1er husband, Edward, and sons Jim and Rick. She has been very activE 
n the community since that time. Most notable was her long service 
,s a volunteer in the community hospital's gift shop. She also was di
ectly involved in her husband's photography business for all the 
·ears of its operation. Edward passed away in June 1986 following a 
ong illness. They had been married 50 years in April of that year. 

Lorraine continues to live in her own home in Eaton Rapids. She 
ilays bridge regularly with her friends and attends St. Peter's Catholic 
:hurch. Lorraine lovt>s F.Rton RRnicls with Rll ht>r ht>Rrt Rncl Rll those 



Eaton Rapids woman shows 'real heart' 
Middle school secretary 
runs clothing drives, 
proves friend to kids 

By Hugh Leach 
Lansing State Journal 

EATON RAPIDS - If Eaton Rap
ds Middle School students get cold 
m their way to school, it won't be 
)haron Holzschu's fault. 

Holzschu has taken it upon her
;elf to make sure students have 
:oats and warm clothing to wear to 
;chool, especially in the below
'rcczing temperatures that have 
>laced much of Michigan in a deep 
·rPP7P thi<: wintPr 

"A couple of months ago I asked 
f I could collect clothing for chil
lren who didn't have proper winter 
!Vear," Holzschu said. "It's amazing 
o me the number of kids who don't 
1ave coats, jeans and sweatshirts 
hey can wear." 

She said the community and 
:chool staff members have gener
>usly donated items for the clothes 
:loset, but the need is so great she 
·an out of coats last week. 

"In lieu of exchanging Christmas 
~ifts among teachers and staff this 
rear, we established a fund to buy 
terns we needed," Holzschu said. "I 
vent to Goodwill and for $28.07 I 
vas able to buy four coats and a 
ong·sleeved shirt." 

Steve Dembowski, who is in his 
irst year as principal at the school, 
1aid Holzschu has a special touch in 

I ..:; I 

CHRIS HOLMES/Lansing State Journal 

Uving to give: Sharon Holzschu, a secretary at Eaton Rapids Middle 
School, does all she can to make sure the school's students are 
warmly and appropriately clothed. 

dealing with students in need of 
clothing so they are never 
embarrassed. 

Guidance secretary Carolyn 
Wyckoff informally took in donated 
clothing for several years to help. 

"She had the idea to do this on a 
bigger scale," Wyckoff said. "She 
has a real heart for kids. She does a 
lot of extra things for them on her 
own time." 

Wyckoff recalled one girl who 
wore a T-shirt to school with a say
ing considered inappropriate. It was 
discovered the student didn't own 

another one. 
"Sharon bought an Eaton Rapids 

T-shirt with her own money and 
gave it to her,'' she said. "The girl 
was thrilled. 

"For people with lots of money, 
that type of thing might not be a big 

The Holzschu file 
• Name: Sharon Holzschu 
•Age: 50 
•Occupation: Secretary at Ea
ton Rapids Middle School 
• Home: Eaton Rapids 
• Family: Divorced, two children 
•Education: Degree in elemen
tary education from Central 
Michigan University 

effort. But she's a single mom with 
two kids of her own, so it isn't as 
easy for her. If anything, she's too 
generous." 

Holzschu said she tries to treat 
each student with respect. 

"I think all students are gifted in 
someway," she said. "You just have 
to look for and identify that gift." 

Her efforts are acknowledged by 
students who call out friendly greet
ings to her if they see her in down
town Eaton Rapids. They also re-

turn to visit after they've left the 
school. 

Dembowski said students aren't 
the only ones who appreciate Holzs
chu's attention. 

"One of my jobs is to monitor the 
lunchroom," he said. "One day 
when I was swamped with work, 
she came to my office ... and said 
she had recruited volunteers to cov
er the monitoring duties and was 
closing my door so I could get the 
work done." 

Ilolzschu said she has considered 
- and rejected - the idea of taking 
other secretarial jobs within the 
school district. 

"I wouldn't be interacting with. 
the kids in those jobs," she said. "I 
just love this age group, although 
they are so often misunderstood." 

Local heroes are ordinary people 
doing extraordinary things. Send 
nominations for this feature to 
Hugh Leach, Lansing State Journal, 
120 E. Lenawee St., Lansing, MI 
48919, e-mail hleach@lsj.com, call 
377-1119 or fax 377-1298. 
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98-year-old 
Thurmond 
hospita~ed 
America's oldest and 
longest-serving Senator 
became ill inside Capitol 

By Raju Chebium 
Gannett News Service 

WASHI~GTON - Republican . 
Sen. Strom Thurmond, 98, was to · Press photo 

spend Tuesday night in a hospital Ailing: Sen StromThurmond, R-S.C., 
after feeling weak and lightheaded the nation's longest~setving senator, 
on the Senate floor. · shown meeting wtth reporters in 

Thurmond was under observa- 1998, was taken from the Senate 
· tion at Walter Reed Army Medical floor after feeling weak. 

Hospital after being taken there -
around lla.m. Tuesday, Thurmond to make it easier for the Capitol phy-
spokesman Genevieve Erny said. sician to treat him. 

Test results pinpointing why the "Why is everyone making this 
. nation's oldest and longest-serving . fuss?" Erny said Thurmond told 

senator felt ill are expected today the senators hovering over him. 
at the earliest; · "Is it really necessary that I go to 

Doctors have indicated dehydra- the hospital?" 
tion could be the cause, Erny said, Thurmond felt weak around 
adding that it's not clear when 10:30 a.m. after he cast a proce
Thurmond will be able to return to dural vote on a defense authoriza-
the Senate. tion measure. 

Thurmond has had occasional Sen. Bill Frist, Wienn., helped 
dehydration, hip pain and other · Thurmond soon after he felt ill. 
problems associated with his age. Frist, a cardiac surgeon and the Sen
He has said he won't seek re-elec- ate's only physiciaii, also accompa- · 
tion when his term ends next year. nied Thurmond in the ambulance. · 

He has been hospitalized six times The Senate was cleared of report-
since May 2000, mostly for dehydra- ers so Thurmond could> receive 
tion. Back-pain and fatigue were the medical help and returned to work 
other complaints. within 30 minutes. 

Contrary to some witness accounts The conservative Republican, 
that Thurmond collapsed on the · born in 1902, began his political 
Senate floor, Erny said he was sitting career in 1932 when he won elec· 
down when he felt ill. ·tion to the South Carolina House 

He was placed on the Senate floor as a Democrat. 

Harris 
plans to 
run for· 

' , 

Congress 

Nation www.lsj.com 

Number of centenarians· up ·35 percent 
Cel)SUS shows 13,000 
more Americans lived to 
be lOO years old or older 

By Genaro C. Armas 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON '- Bernice Bach 
· has never puffed on a cigarette or 
had a sip of alcohol. Is that her 
secret to living to 101? . ·· . 

. "Secret? I don't think there is 
one," Bach joked by phone from her 
Oklahoma City home. "Let me know 

· when you find out." 
Bach was one of 50,454 Ameri

cans last year age 100 or older -
up about 13,000, or 35 percent, from 
a decade ago, according to a 2000 
census report just released. 

Most researchers studying longev' 
ity agree with Bach: While healthy 
lifestyles, medical breakthroughs 

and genetics play big roles, there is 
no single factor to pin it on. 

Though they comprise far less 
than 1 percent of the country's total 
population- of 281.4 million, cente
narians are essential to answering 
age-old questions, scientists say. 

"It probably poses challenges for us 
in terms of providing health care in the 
future," said Dr. Robert Butler, pres
ident of the International Longevity 
Center in New York. 

Some census p:ttjections forecast 
there could be as many as 1 million 
centenarians by 2050, when the oldest 
baby boomers would reach 100 .. · 

"On the other. hand, they might 
give us information that would be 
useful for the care of other people 
that may not live so long," Butler 
said. "What were the biological fac
tors? The behavioral factors?" · 

Americarui, overall, aged a bit during 
the 1990s,the 2000 census found, with 
the median age increasing from 32.9 

to 35.3. That increase was due in large 
part to aging boomers. 

The 2000 head count, though, 
was the first in which the total 
populatfon grew faster than the 
65-and-older population (13.2 per
cent compared to 12 percent). Over
all, there were fewer people born 
in that generation than in the baby 
boom generation which followed it. 

Besides the 35 percent growth in 
the 100-and-older population, the 
number of people age 90 to 94 
increased 45 percent to L 1 million. 
The number of Americans 80 to 84 
surged 26 percent to 4.9 million. 

Nearly all Americans have genes 
that allow them to live well into 
their 80s, said Dr. Thomas Perls, 
<lirector of the New England Centenar· 
ian Study at Harvard Medical School. 

·While obesity rates are increasing 
, and smoking is common, many Ameri
cans are, in effect, fighting those genes, 
Perls said. 

Yet the increase in centenarians 
over the decade suggests that benefi
cial changes are occurring; 

Esther Hemp, · 102, of New 
Cumberland, Pa., Jives. with her 
daughter and maintains a fairly active 
lifestyle. Though she needs help with 
basic things such as getting out of bed, 
Hemp is active with her church and 
·visits the senior citizens center. 

·. "fve got good health habits, I lead a 
clean life, I don't smoke," said Hemp.· 

But just as important, Hemp said, 
is that "I do have a positive attitude." 

Earlier this year, Perls co-authored 
a study that narrowed the area where 
"old-age genes" may be located on a 
human chromosome. 

Finding such genes could help 
scientists understand why some 
people live .longer and help teach 
others how to age well. 

"The centenarians seem to need 
these genetic booster rockets," 
Perls said. 

Report: Minimum-wage, housing cost gap growing· 
By Jennifer Loven 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON -A one-bedroom 
apartment is cheaper in Arkansas 
than in any other state. Yet even there, 
the.income from a minimum-wage job 
is too little to afford a roof over a fami
ly's head, an advocacy group's analysis. 
of government statistics says. 

The average U.S. worker must 
earn at least $11.28 an hour to 
afford the rent on a modest one
bedroom apartment, or $13.87 an 

hour for two bedrooms, according to 
the annual "Out of Reach" report by 
the l'fational Low Income Housing 
Coalition, released Tuesday. 

That's less than the nation's 
$16.97-an-hour median paycheck in. 
2000, according . to the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics. It is far more than 
the minimum wage, set by federal 
law at $5.15 an hour but slightly 
higher in 10 states and the District 
of Columbia. Last year, 2.7 million 
Americans worked for the hourly 
minimum wage - about 2 percent of 

all workers, not counting those with 
annual salaries at the same level. 

The study is based on the Depart
ment of Housing and Urban Develop
ment's determinations of"fair market 
rents" in 3, 779 states, metropolitan 
areas and counties or New England 
towns. The coalition established a 
"housing wage" for each jurisdiction 
by calculating the earnings a person 
would need to pay no more than 
30 percent for those rents, widely 
viewed as low for most markets. 

HUD considers housing afford-

Minutes for Lil I 

able when it costs 30 percent or less 
of gross income. Almost a third of 
American households pay more, a 
recent report by Harvard Universi
ty's .Joint Center for Housing Stud
ies found. 

The coalition analysis concluded 
that the gap betw.een -a mini)num
wage salary and the cast of housing 
is widening almost everywhere. The. 
Washington-based advocacy group 
issues the report to challenge the 
idea that the mirnmum wage is ade
quate to cover living expenses. 

. . ' . . . . . ' . 

Florida election official 
gained notoriety during 
2000 presidential recounts 

By Vickie Chachere 
Associated Press 

SARASOTA, Fla. - Florida Secre
tary of State Katherine Harris, who 
hit the national spotlight during last 
fall's presidential election recount, · 
announced Tuesday she is running 

. Join in now with a new annual service agreement alld the Night & Weekend minutes 
stay with you for as long as you remain on the plan. 

. for Congress. 
"In light of the recent tragedy, . 

I am more committed than ever 
. to serving the president and our 

nation," the Republican said in a 
statement. "& a nation we have 
united to overcome this challenge, 
and the bonds of our courage and 
strength to do what is right inspires · 
us to succeed~" 

Harris, 44, wants to replace Repub- · 
lican Dan Miller, who represents the 
13th congressional district that encom
passes her hometown of Sarasota. 
Miller said he plans to retire when his 
fifth term ends next year. ' · · 

Harris' only announced opponent 
is Republican Chester. Flake, a 
27-year-old computer consultant 
making his first try for political 
·office. 

Flake said earlier that he intended 
to ask Harris to step down as secre
tary of state if she ran for Congress. 

"It's a tremendous conflict of inter
est," Flake said, noting that the 
secretary of state's office oversees 
Florida elections. 

Harris became well known during 
the five-week recount that sent 
George W. Bush to the White 
House. 

She became a favorite target of 
Democrats. and took a drubbing in 
the media, but won praise from 

. Republicans for her handling of the 
recount. · 

Harris also helped push through 
a $32 million election reform pack
age to quiet critics. 

More recently, she has been under 
scrutiny for her office's international 
travel. 

Last week, Harris fired her inspec
tor general and her office was criti
cized in a state audit that said her 
employees sometimes fiew business
or first-class to foreign cities rather 
than the less expensive coach, vio, 
lating state travel regulations. 

Sarasota County Republican 
Party Chairman Tcamm Hudson 
said Harris should win the heavily 
Republican district easily, even 
though she will be a political · 
target. . 

"She may be used as a poster child 
to raise money for other Democratic 
congressional candidates," Hudson 
said. "But in the 13th Congressio
nal district, the Democrats would 
be hard pressed to find a legitimate 
opponent" for her. · 
' Aformer Democrat who became a 
Republican in 1986, Harris cannot· 
seek re-election as secretary of state 
because voters decided to make it 
an appointed office when her cur
rent term ends in January 2003. 
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British ·leader· sternly ·warns· Taliban 
Blair urges regime to 
'surrender terrorists 
or surrender power' 

missed the threats by the United 
States and its allies, telling a 
news conference in Quetta, Pak
istan, "Only Allah changes the 
regime, and only Allah brings the 
others instead of us." 

·"We are realizing how fragile 
are our frontiers in the face of 
the world'~ new challenges. " 

ments, Zaeefreplied: "We don't munity is asserting itself We 
want to surrender (bin Laden) are realizing how fragile are 
without any proof, any evi- our frontiers in the face of the 
dence." He also dismissed . world's new challenges." 
NATO's claims that Washing-· He called for campaigns to 
ton had presented tbe alliance lift Africa out of poverty and 
with conclusive evidence. halt climate change, and said By Jill Lawless 

Associated Press 

The White House welcomed 
Blair's remarks. 

The British prime minister 
_ BRIGHTON,, England spoke just hours after President 
Prime Minister Thny Blair Bush had warned that "there 
forcefully made the case for will be a consequence" ifthe Tal
~n assault on Afghanistan's iban fails to turn over Osama 
Taliban regime, warning Tues- bin Laden. and his network and 
day that they must "surrender destroy his training camps. U.S. 

Tony Blair 
British prime minister 

"Iftheyaregivingit(evidence)· the world would not abandon 
. to the other countries, it belongs Afghanistan once the Taliban 

to them, not to us," he said. "They was removed. 

the terrorists officials said the White House Britain or surrender hadcoordinatedwithBlairabout 
power." what he would say. 

In an emo- Speaking to 3,000 delegates 
tional speech to his Labor Party, . at his party's annual confer
Blair positioned Britain squarely ence, Blair said the Taliban 
with the United States and deliv- had ignored demands to hand 
ered the toughest warning yet by over bin Laden, the prime sus
a European leader. pect in the Sept. 11 . attacks 

The Taliban ambassador to on New York and Washington, 
Pakistan,AbdulSalamZaeef,dis- but he stopped short of declar-

FBI denied' a 
key warrant 
before attacks 

Investigation :Material witness in 
:sept. 11 tragedy was • 
• · detailed summary of evidence 
:under investigation · sent to allies Monday, connects 

the hijackers to fugitive million-
By Karen Gullo aire Osama bin Laden, who has 
Associated Press been indicted in the embassy 

bombings .. 
• WASHINGTON - The Jus- &hcroft declined to offer 
:tice Department turned down a . details on any evidence but 
•request for a national security ·said, "The roots of these activi
:search warrant that would have ties were in Afghanistan." 
•allowed investigators to search Before the Sept. ll attacks, 
:the computer of a ·man who is a request to search the com
"now a -material witness in the puter of Zacarias Moussaoui, . 
:Sept. 11 attacks investigation. a French Algerian being held 
: h. new . details emerged in New York, was rejected 
,about what terrorism activity because investigators didn't 
;the FBI was pursuing before have enough Information to 
•the attacks, Attorney General justify the warrant, said a law 
:John hhcroft pledged to work enforcement official, speaking 
.with Canadian officials to pro- on condition of anonymity., 
:tect the U.S.-Canadian border1 Moussaouiwastakenintocus
•from international terrorists. · tody on Aug. 17 after he raised 
: hhcroft said there's a risk suspicions by seeking jetliner 
>that terrorists could slip into training at a Minnesota flight 
;the country through the school but did not want to learn 
•.Canadian border and said the how to land, officials said. 
,two countries were working Moussaoui asked about 
'together to tighten security. opening cabin doors while 
: "Anytime there are borde~s planes were in flight, among 
'that are that open and that other inquiries that raised sus
:Substantial, there are risks," picions, according to the law 
'hhcroft said in an appearance enforcement source. He was 
;with Canadian Solicitor Gen- ·.detained on immigration viola
'eral Lawrence MacAulay, who tions and was in jail Sept. 11. 
:iias been appointed to a Cabi- Police officials say France's 
;net-level commission to combat internal security service had 
,terrorism in Canada. placed Moussaoui on a 1999 

ing that military strikes against 
Afghanistan were inevitable. . 

"I say to the Taliban: Surrender 
the terrorists, or surrender power. 
It's your choice," Blair said 

"lle in no doubt, bin Laden 
and his people organized this 
atrocity," the prime minister 
said. "The Taliban aid and abet 
him. He will not desist from 
further acts of terror. They will 
not stoR helping him. 

"Whatever the dangers of 
the action we take, tlie dangers 

of inaction are far, far greater," 
Blair said. 

Blair's speech came as 
NATO's secretary-general said 
Washington had presented its 
allies v.~th "compelling" proof 
that bin Laden and his al-Q?ida 
organization were behind the 
attacks on the World Tcade 
Center and the Pentagon. The 
attacks left more than 5,000 
people, including at least 200 
Britons, killed or missing. 

In response to Blair's com-

haven't given it to us." Pledging Britain's support for 
In his speech, Blair gave the United States during its time 

no indication of when military of crisis, Blair said the interna
action might start, and he tional coalition being formed to 
sought to reassure anxious combat terrorism would win. 
members. of the left-learnng "This is a battle with onlv 
Labor Party that humanitar- one outcome - our .victory, not 
ian aid would be as important .theirs," he said. · 
as military strikes_ Blair said the Taliban regime 
. Drawing on themes of commu- had no "moral inhibition" about 

nitycloseto his heart, Blair called slaughtering innocent people 
the aftermath of the attacks in and added: "There is no com
the United States a chance to promise possible with such 
"reorder this world around us." people, no meeting of minds, 

"There is a coming together," no point of understanding with 
he said. "The power of com- such terror." 

Allies: 
Support 
grows 
Continued FROM 1A 

Reagan N \ltional Airport out
side Washington, the last air
port still closed from the 
attacks three weeks ago. 
"We've got our military on al,ert 
for a reason: Turrorism won't 
stand." 

The White House welcomed 
Blair's forceful remarks -
which went further, predict
ing an overthrow of the Tal
iban, than Bush himself has 
been willing to go. Senior 
White House officials, briefed 
in advance about Blair's 
address, said the president . 
shared Blair's belief that the 
Taliban must bow to U.S. 
demands or surrender power. 

"The prime minister was 
echoing exactly what I said" to · 
Congress, ·Bush told repocters 
who accompanied him Tuesday 
night to a down town restaurant, 
where he and first lady Laura 
Bush dined with Washington 
Mayor Anthony Williams. 

The administration's rhet
oric against the Taliban has 
increased in forcefulness, with 

· aides beginning to say only 
late last week that the United 
States would assist forces that 
oppose the regime. Though 
he has threatened military 
action, Bush has stopped just. · 
short of calling for the Tal
iban's overthrow. 

h the politicians· talked, 
the military prepared for war. : U.S. officials have told Ameri- · watch list of those possibly 

.oean allies that some of the same affiliated with militant Islamic 
;terrorists involved in the Sept; groups. But investigators did 
,11 attack are linked to the 1998 not have a strong case for a TIMOTHY A. CLARY/Associated Press 

;East Afiican embassy bombings . search warrant under the For, Clearing a path: Workers use heavy machinery Tuesday as they continue to go through debris at 
· •and the attack on the USS Cole. eign Intelligence Surveillance . the site of the World Trade Center in New York. Justice Department officials are clamping down 

The Pentagon announced 
that 2,263 National Guard 
and Reserve troops were 
called to active duty, bringing 
the total reserves mobilized 
to more than 22,400. ' The links, contained in a Act, the official said. on the U.S.-Canadian border to protect it from the threat of international terrorists .. 

iHaslett man returns from disaster site 
! \ ' . 
' By Sharon Terlep 

LanSing State Journal 

, Omar Keith Helferich 
.returned home Tuesday from a 
·ihree-week stay in New York 
:city lugging 25 T-shirts, two 
~oy fire trucks and a model of 
ithe World Tcade Center. 
; But they weren't souvenirs. 
1He bought them for himself 
;and his family as memorials. 
' "This might not mean a lot 
:to a lot of people, but it does to 
'me," Helferich said. "I want them 
:to have something to remember 
>this and how important it was." 
: The Red Cross logistics coor
'dinator was called to the New 

York site Sept. 14 to organize 
food distribution for 50,000 
rescue workers, victims' fami
lies and displaced residents. 

. The Haslett man has' been 
through the drill before. 

In 1995, Helferich went to the 
site of the Oklahoma City bomb-· 
ing where 168 people died. 

After arriving at Capital City 
Airport, the Army veteran 
stopped by his job at Integrated 
Strategies Inc. in Haslett. He was 
greeted with a hug, pats on the 
back and a series of questions 
from curious co-workers. 

"Were you right at Ground 
Zero? How does this compare to 
Oklahoma City?" 

Helping 
"It was like a war zone," he 

said "Nobody there was think~ 

that stunned 
me." 

Helferich is 
the first of 10 
local Red Cross 

ing this was an isolated incident. volunteers to 
There wasn't a moment when return to Lan- Helferich 
Sirens weren't going off." sing. Another 

Helferich worked 17-hour is leaving Thursdiiy for New 
days, taking only one day off to · .York, said Raymond Thibeault, 
spend with his wife and stepson disaster services coordinator for 
who were in Manhattan when. theMid-MichiganChapterofthe · 
the planes hit the twin towers. Red Cross. 
They were not hurt. Their jobs range from work
. He said his most emotional ing out logistics of the .rescue 

time was when he took his step- effort to interviewing the fami-
son to see the damage. lies of victims. 

"It hit me then," he said. "The Contact Sharon Terlep at 
scope of it was the biggest thing 377-1066 or sterlep@lsj.com. 

Lawmaker says exiled king 
could stabilize Afghanistan 

By Ellyn Ferguson 
_State JoumaJ correspondent 

WASHINGTON .,..- If .the 
Afghanistan government falls 
in the wake of U.S. military 
action, Rep. Nick Smith said 
exiled Afghan king Moham
mad Zahir Shah could bring 
stability to the nation. 

Smith, R-Addison, returned 
to the United States on 
Monday night after meeting 
with the former ruler in Italy 
as . part of an 11-member 
House delegation. 

·Congress 
The 86-year-old Shah is 

still a "force to bring the lead
ers of Afghanistan together" 
because he remains "very 
much respected," Smith said. 

Smith said the United States 
should help Shah and the 
NorthernAlliance, a rebel force 
trying to nnseat the Taliban . 
But Smith seemed to draw a 
line at active attempts by the 
United States to install a new 
government in Afghanistan. 

J ' . /. . • . - . 

)Blood: A small percentage of donations rejected 
' :continued FROM 1A 

·:health care services, has taken 
:on about a dozen new clients 
•recently. But that isn't a signifi
;cant increase, Executive Direc
. tor Brenda Stoneburner said, 

· ;and she said she doesn't know 
,if any were blood donors. . 
: Each unit of donated blood 
·is put through a series of 12 
:tests screening for HIV, hep
•atitis B and C, syphilis and 
:other antigens. 
.• . HIV; the virus that causes 
:AIDS, shows up in one of every 
•50,000 to 200,000 donations, 
:said Brooke Doherty, spokes· 

woman for America's Blood · 
Centers, an association ofinde- · 
pendent blood banks that col
lect half of the nation's blood 
supply. 

"The first thing they say is that they're upset 
because they can't help out." 

Hepatitis is slightly more 
common, showing up in one 
out of every 10,000 to 50,000, 
depending on· the virus, she -

Rick Rolls 
counselor, American Red Cross 

said. ' used and donors usually are 
Testing usually takes 12 notified within two weeks. 

hours but with the influx of Contacting infected donors 
donations, Rummel said turn- is standard practice for blood 
around has been a minimum of banks, and their status is 
24. hours. Questionable blood kept confidential. Donors who 
is teste~ a second time at a are confirmed positive for HIV 
different site to rule out any meet with Rolls. Letters and 
mistakes. Those units are not calls are sent to donors whose 

blood showed signs of other 
infectious diseases. 

All donors are encouraged to 
get tested again by their own . 
doctor. Then the doctors report 
new cases to county and state 
health departments, which gen
erally takes about 90 days. 

Judy Williams, director of 

communicable diseases for the 
Ingham County Health 
Department, said she hasn't 
seen an abnormal rise in 
reportedcasesinrecentweeks, 
but it could take some time to 
collect such data . 

Of the 266 people living with 
AIDS/HIV in In:gham County 
last year, 238 of them were cli
ents ofLAAN. 

There are 9,301 people in 
Michigan with AIDS/HIV and 
more than 500 new cases are 
diagnosed in the state every 
year, according to the Centers 
for Disease Control. 

Nearly 65 percent of people 

who gave blood in the days 
after the attacks were new 
donors,· according to the 
National Institutes of Health. · 
That means they are generally 
healthy and avoid high-risk · 
·activities, such as unprotected 
sex and injection drug use. 

But Doherty said it also 
means they' are less likely to 
know they are infected. 

"The upside is that they 
might not have known they 
were infected until it was too 
late,". she said. "Now, they ·can 
seek some help." 

Contact Stacey Range at 
377,1157 or srange@lsj.com, 

Briefs 
Stock trades fall · 
under probe 

WASHINGTON - The 
government is investigating 
trading in shares of 38 com
panies, including major air
lines, cruise lines, General 
Motors and Raytheon, to 
determine if people used 
advance knowledge of the 

· terror attacks to profit. 
The Securities and 

Exchange Commission asked 
brokerage and investment 
firms in the United States 
and Canada to review their 
records for trading in the 
stocks to find any unusual 
patterns from Aug. 27 through 
Sept. 11, the day hijackers 
slammed planes into the 
World Tcade Center and the 
Pentagon. 

There was unusually 
heavy trading in airline and 
related stocks several days 
before the attacks, using a 
market tactic that essentially 
bets that a stock will decline 
in value. 

The SEC has not disclosed . 
details of its investigation, 
part of a worldwide inquiry 
into possible advance trad
ing by individuals linked to . 
the terrorists. 

Reagan airport 
reopens Thursday· 

WASHINGTON - Tough 
new seourity is vital at air-. 
ports and on planes after 
the terrorist attacks, govern
ment advisory panels said 
Tuesday. President Bush 
announced the reopening of 
Reagan N ationalAirport and 
declared, "America ought to 
be on alert, but we need to 
get back to business." 

The airport, which juts 
into the Potomac River a 
short distance from the White 
House · and other major 
Washington landmarks, is 
the last .commercial airport 
still closed after the terrnr
ist hijacking attacks three 
weeks ago: 

The airport will . reopen 
Thursday with shuttle flights · 
to New York and Boston. 
Gradually, flights to other 
major American cities will 
be resumed, but traffic will 
be cut roughly in half from 
before ·the attacks, and 
planes will follow new flight 
patterns. · 

Governor fires 
security official 

BOSTON - Massachu
setts Gov. Jane Swift on 
Tuesday ousted the director 
of public safety at Logan 
InternationalAirport, follow
ing security lapses in the 
weeks after two airplanes 
that had left the airport were 
hijacked and crashed into the 
World Tcade Center. 

h safety chief for the Mas
sachusetts PortAuthority, an 
independent public agency 
that ·runs Logan, · Joseph 
Lawless · had come under 
increasing criticism for the 
airport's lax secunty record 
and recent serious breaches. 

Despite tighter security 
since the Sept. 11 attacks, 
a local businessman walked 
from the airport . parking 
garage to a US AirwaJll gate 
on Saturday without passing 
through a metal detector or 
security checkpoint. Earlier, 
undercover officers smuggled 
a folding knife and pocket full 
ofbullets through two check
points, and the Port Author
ity's own chairman was seen 
wearing an expired security 
badge. 

Giuliani urges 
more giving 

NEW YORK - Despite 
·hundreds of millions in dona
tions pledged to charity 
groups, Mayor Rudolph Giu
liani Tuesday urged people to 
keep giving to assure secure 
futures for the families of 
World Tcade Center victims. 

"It's not as much money as 
you think," Giuliani said at a 
regular news briefing Tuesday. 
More than $600 million has 
been pledged to an estimated 
146 charities in the World 
Trade Center relief effort. 

Giuliani pointed out, 
though, that· some of that 
money will never be collected. 
"Pledge, pledge, pledge, 
pledge --· people pledge a lot 
of money, and then it turns 
out there is a lot less," Giu
liarn said. 

"Let's say your goal is that 
the families are financially 
secure, that the children can 
go to school, can go to college, 
because they've lost their 
father or in some cases their 
mother," the mayor added. 
"A lot of money has been 
donated, but certainly not 
enough." 
From wire reports 


