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~~ 4--lt.cy¥~ ~ IO-30- <f-:J Photograph by Mona Ellard 
ATTENDING WERE (front row I. to r.:• Joe Brehler, Teri Wolff, Jim Elsasser, Peter Tierney, (second row) 

Theresa Spagnuolo-MalcJit, Pauta Parks, Gail Wi.liams, Kathy DeGrow, Ann Garvey, Valerie Kunkel, (third 
ro..v) M3rdelle Weymouth, Margery Briggs-Judd, Dani Butler, Martha Neilson, Roy Normington, (fourth row) 
Denise Parisian, ClaJdia Brown, Kathy Gaines, Susan Stein, Jim Garvey, (fifth row) Tim Hoshal, Fabian Kniza
clcy, and Matt White. Also attending was Al Blakemore. 

Leadership Eaton Project trains leaders 
By MONA ELLARD 

Present and potential ·~ommunity leaders, 20, 30, 
and 40· years old, participated in a year--long train
ing program called "Leadership Eaton." 

The project is si:msored by the Eaton County 
Cooperative Extenefon Service with a grant from 
the Kellogg Founda~ion and support from local gov
ernment officials. 

Twenty four Eato::1 County residents took part in 
the firet training ~ssion the weekend of Oct. 20 -
21 at :.he Kellogg Bio1c0gical Station, Gull Lake. 
Included in the ses~.ion were programs on identify-

ing individual leadership styles, communication 
and active listening skills, group dynamics, and 
creative thinking skills for community leaders. The 
retreat also provided an opportunity for people 
from many communities in the county to network 
together . . 

In future meetings, four critical public affairs 
issues will be examined including solid waste and 
water quality, substance abuse, growth versus no
growth, and governmental services for a changing 
population. 

Mona Ellard is the Eaton County Cooperative 
Extension Service home economist. 
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Charl.otte says no to tax 
3 more mills 
strike out 
for 3rd time 
By LISA GUTIERREZ 
Lansing State Journal 

Charlotte residents over
whelmingly said no to higher tax
es for the third time in a year, one 
of several local election issues in 
the tri-county area. 

Along with the higher-profile 
races for governor and U.S. Sen
ate, local residents voted on 21 
·ballot issues that directly impact 
their pocketbooks and 
communities. 
In Eaton Rap
ids, two local 
women fende<t,_ 
off a challenge 
to the zoning 

BALLOT 
ISSUES 

decision that allowed them to 
open a real estate . business in a 
Main Street historical house. 

One of the largest millage re
quests was in Charlotte, where 
residents went to the polls for the 
third time in a year. The request 
for an extra three mills for the 
city's charter millage failed by a 
70-30 percent margin, 1,328 to 
564. 

City officials had one idea why 
the issue bombed. 

"I think the words 'taxes' and 
'millages' ... people are voting 
no, whether there's a need there 
or not," said City Clerk Irene 
Jewett. 

City officials had made an off
ballot promise to voters to tie the 
extra $244,000 in annual revenue 
to street improvements. 

The city's basic property tax 
would have risen from 15 mills to 
18 mills if voters had approved. 
Charlotte voters defeated two 
other millage increase requests 
in the last year. In November 
1989 and in August they defeated 
proposals to push the charter levy 
ceiling to 17 .5 mills. 

· In Delta, township officials 
asked for a $1.3 million bond is
sue which would add a police 
building and a fire station. With 
six of 13 precincts counted the 
issue was passing, 2,057 to l'.670. 

In Eaton Rapids, residents 
ruled on a proposed city charter 
and decided not to overturn a re: 
zoning action that cleared the 
way for a real estate office in the 
old Horner house on South Main 
Street. 

No numbers were available 
!ate Tuesday on the city charter 
issue. 

The challenge to the zoning or-

Lansing State Journal 

Main Street Realty owners Kay Bumstead (left) and Nancy Parsons faced a rezoning action 
Tuesday on the Eaton Rapids house they use for business. Residents who petitioned for the 
rezoning don't want the brick house, which dates back to the 1920s, to be used as a 
business. 

dinance decision failed with- 796 
no votes, 561 yes votes. A no vote 
upheld the zoning change. 

In other ballot decisions: 

• Ingham County voters voted 
on whether to renew a four-year, 
0.85-mill levy for the area's 911 
Emergency Telephone and Dis
patch System. With 39 of 179 pre
cincts counted, the issue was 
passing, 9,378 to 2,334. 

• In Delhi Township, residents 
voted on a 0.5-mill increase for 
six years to provide $110,000 a 
year to replace aging fire equip
ment. With four of eight precincts 
counted, the vote was 1,719 yes, 
1,397 no. 

The Eaton Rapids zoning issue 
stemmed from a vote by the City 
Council in April to change the 
zoning on a three-story brick 
house at 502 S. Main St. from resi
dential to community shopping 
use. 

Partners Nancy Parsons and 
Kay Bumstead bought the house 
last May for their Main Street Re-

alty Co. The house dates back to 
1920, when woolen mill founder 
Edward Horner built it. 

When the business moved in it 
touched off objections from some 
Eaton Rapids residents, who said 
the commercial use of the prop
erty might detract from Main 
Street's small-town atmosphere. 
Residents submitted a 700-signa
ture petition to the city council 
seeking to reverse the zoning de
cision. Former mayors Claude 
Basing and Jim McBride were 
among the signers. 

If it had passed, the real estate 
brokers could continue in busi
ness under a "non-conforming" 
use. In that event, the two could 
not expand business operations 
beyond their current use in the 
building. If sold, the property 
could not be used at all for 
business. · 

"It's been a hard fight," Par
sons said Tuesday night. "It's a 
horrendous relief. Now we can 
get down to real estate. We're 
tired of this." 

The Delta Township bond is
sue, if approved, would provide1 

• A fire station on Snow Road, 
across from Waverly Hig~ 
School. The proposed No. 3 Fire 
Station would cost an estimate 
$750,000 to $850,000 - leaving 
$450,000 or more for the additio 
to the police facility. 

•A 3,600-square-foot additio 
to a sheriff's station in the town· 
ship's government complex o 
Canal Road. 

Meridian Township voter. 
faced a request to uphold a 1988 
rezoning of 11.2 acres of vacan 
land south of Paddock Farm~ 
Apartments. No results wer 
available late Tuesday night. 

A 27-house subdivision is pro 
posed by HDI Builders .Inc. of 
Okemos. The area is a half-mile 
east of Dobie R()ad, and access 
would be via Ivywood Drive i 
Cornell Woods subdivision. 

• Results. 48 
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Members of Project Lak:iV11ell. a history re-enactment group, 
paddle down the Grand River ir: a 26-foot simulated birch-

bark canoe like those used by voyageurs and fur tracers in 
the 1700s. 

By DENNIS KNICKERBOCKER 
Lansing State JoLrncl 

EATON RAPIDS - Menbus o:' 1he HJli
ness A$sociation :'.E-ll silent as :he 2E· and 36-
foot freight canoes gJded towcrd their canp
ground beside the Grand Riv~r. 

Amon.g occupar.ts of the s:naller canoe was 
a priest. His dour garb stocd out a~::.inst the 
flash of the voyageurs' bandanas and the low
cut muslin dresses of the women pa~sengers. 

As the gouvernail, er stern man, leaned ir:to 
his nine-foot paddle, the Black Robe bran
dished a small weoden cro~s l ke a weapcn. 
To Nati·1e AmericDs 250 years age, J wa~ a 
vision of the end. 

To Holiness Ass::i·::iation and Eater. Rapi:ls 
folks who hosted and fed 120 canoei~ts 
Wednesday evening, the arrival of :he si:nu
lated bir·::hbark canoes was thE high :;>oint of 
Grand F:iver ExpEd !tiOn '90'~. arrii:al :ind 
overnight stay. 

"This is my first IJng canoe trii:, and rm 
just amazed at the i1terest of people along the 
way in :-evitalizing the river," said :.t.e priEst, 
who in real life is K.:!nn KLefter o: Lansing, 
art director of the Ckemos Montessc·ri Sctool. 

Kuefler is a menber of Project Lakewell, 
an orgar.ization of people w:io re-enact his~o
ry, which is lending auther.ticity to :he 2:!5-
mile voyage from the Gran·1's heac-...aters to 
Lake Michigan. 

Debra Viles of H:imtramck, :t W2y1e Stc.te 
history student, donned her l8t:1-century SLn
day best for the last leg in:o 3atm Rai;ids. 

"You wouldn't believe hew :na::i.euverable 
that 26-foot canoe ~s. or how f:ist il can go," 
said Viles, who werks as a glass b.·Jwer at 

Lansing State Journal/DAVID OLDS 

Joseph Erv n of MSU's Institute of Water Research is up to his waist in the Grand 
River as he and another worker seine for fish as part of an Expedition '90 study. 

Greenfield Village in Dearborn. "We were 
outrunning Verlen." 

Verlen Kruger of Delta Mills is the expedi
tion's river master. He and his wife, Valerie, 
both paddling solo, watched over the 53 other 
canoes during the 20-mile trip from Rives 
Junction to Eaton Rapids. 

The Krugers, who canoed 21,000 miles 
from the top of the world to the bottom )e
tween 1986 and 1989, organized Ex:;>editon 
'90 to study the river and call attention to its 
needs. 

See CANOE. Page 9E 



A day-tripper, I was paired with 
i\rt Holland of Comstock Park, 

-who canoed the Grand's length in 
a 1976 Bicentennial voyage orga

nized by John 
Kennaugh and 
the late Rollie 
Stebbins of 
Lansing. 

Holland, 69, 
had just come 
from Battle 
Creek, where 
he and his wife, 
Mary, compet
ed in the state 
Senior Olym-

Holland pies and quali-
fied for next July's nationals. 

The wiry ex-Marine said he'd 
had shoulder surgery in March af
ter a fall while trimming trees. His 
doctor advised no heavy lifting, 

• but Holland neglected to ask about 
running, pole-vaulting or long-dis
tance canoeing. 

The retired commercial photog
rapher intends to canoe all the 

ay to Grand Haven. In Septem
* .Q.er, he plans to enter a canoe race 

on the Kalamazoo River. 
* "I've canoed on just about all the 
"'!!: big rivers in Michigan," he said. "I 
~ guess I've been canoeing for 30 or· 
... 40 years." 

Holland, in the stern, expertly 
· guided his 17-foot Grumman 

through bends and clear of snags. 
He knew exactly how and where to 
portage around logjams. He 

'" showed how to clamber onto single 
logs, slide the canoe ov.er, and ~on
tinue on. At one unsk1rtable 1am, 

... Holland nimbly walked out onto an 
8-inch-diameter log and talked 
other canoeists through the 

· maneuver . 
., " It's a lot bigger river than I ex
pected," said Dan Pearson of the 
Department of Natural Resources, 
as we chatted at one portage. "This 

"" part is a proposed natural river, 
nd I can see why." 
Further downstream, he and his 

;partner, Dave Hamilton, also of 
he DNR's land and water man

agement division, stopped to 
check out a property owner who 
]lad bulldozed dirt into the river. 

Along the way, Lois Wolfson and 
Joseph Ervin of Michigan State 
University's Iastitute of Water Re
search used an array of instru
ments on their canoe to monitor 
the Grand's conductivity, dis
solved oxygen, temperature and 
acidity. 

"We had a little rise in conduc
tivity yesterday," Wolfson said. 
"Most of that was probably from 
dissolved road salts." 

Ervin said the river's water 
quality checked out pretty well 
above Eaton Rapids. 

"The real value of this will come 
as we get above and below the ma
jor population centers," he said. 

The experts' observations will 
be added to those of Boy Scouts 
and Campfire Girls and Boys. 

It is a grand river, even though it 
suffers the indignity of being en
tirely enclosed in concrete as it 
passes through Jackson. 

For 12 river miles from Rives 
Junction to Onondaga, the Grand 
flows through woods and wetland. 
Kingfishers dive out of massive 
sycamores as white as northern · 
birch, and now and then a wood 
duck zigs like an F-15 just above 
the water. 

At Onondaga, townsfolk treated 
us to sloppy joes and river 
recollections. 

"I can remember when this riv
er was crystal-clear," said Ralph 
Baldwin, 78, between filling coffee 
cups. 

William Minner, Jackson Coun
ty Cooperative Extension director, 
said he and his agriculture agent 
thought the canoe trip was a per
fect way to see parts of their coun
ty inaccessible from roads. 

"This river will get more atten
tion," he said. "People are going to 
know more about the status of the 
Grand River and do something 
about it." 

Today, the canoeists will be 
guests of Portland, where the ex
pedition's displays can be viewed 
from l to 4 p.m. The expedition 
will reach the Ionia Free Fair 
Grounds Monday evening, where a 
public t>rogram will begin at 5 p.m. I 



City pride 
Eaton . Rapids 
in no hurry for 
rapid changes 
By KEVIN ROBERTS 
Lansing State Journal 

I t is the "classic example of the American small 
town." 

Reader's Digest said that about Eaton Rap
ids in 1947. Residents of this 5,000-member com
munity, 20 minutes south of Lansing, say they 
don't mind the small town label. 

In fact, that's what they like about Eaton 
Rapids. 

Vera Gifford, 87, ran the Eaton Rapids Journal 
until 1954 and knew everyone on Main Street -
including family histories. Times have changed, 
and so has the city, Gifford said, but the people 
and the town's atmosphere remain the same. 

Not that change is necessarily bad. Rick Mon
roe, the city's development director, said the city 
wants growth and is prepared to grow. But Eaton 
Rapids is looking to choose its own changes. 

"Truly, we have changed, but we're still the 
quintessential American small town, because the 
country has changed around us," Monroe said. 
"There is always nostalgia, a desire to look back 
toward simpler times, simpler places. Eaton Rap
ids retains some of that that was extolled in those 
times. • 

"There's an awful lot of pride in being a small 
town. People live here by choice, not by economic 
necessity." 

Eaton Rapids has many restaurants, but the 
fast-food market is thin. Places like LuLu's are 
more common. LuLu's started 17 years ago as a 
small hamburger shack in a parking lot and is now 
a restaurant offering live bands and thick steaks. 

"We know our people here," said Mary Lou Hill, 
who founded and owns LuLu's with her husband, 
Dexter. "Sometimes too well - they'll come to me 
like I'm Ann Landers. But we've been here 17 
years and people feel at home here. We have cos
tumers that tell us, 'When Dick makes his beef 
barley soup, call us up.' " 

Monroe said the small-town virtues of a low 
crime rate, high quality of life and community 
spirit make Eaton Rapids attractive to families 
and prospective businesses. 

"We welcome growth, but we want it to be 
planned growth," Monroe said. "We want to be 
acting as opposed to reacting." 

That's an attitude many Eaton Rapids residents 
are pleased to hear. 

"Of course it has changed, everything llas 
changed," Gifford said. "It used to be you could go 
to one of the monied men who were here and say, 
'I need $1,000 and I need it now,' and they'd give it 

Lansin·;i State ~ourna l /04\olD OLDS 

Gerald Gillett (from left) Jim Gill and Dick Gulliver chat over th3ir coffee at Lulu' 
Garden Restaurant in downtown Eaton Rapids. The restaurant has been a popul< 
spot here for 17 years. 

to you and draw up a note later.' ' 
Gifford said the town keeps its spirit because so 

many of the families who come there stay there. 
"I don't know people like I used to," she said. 

"But everyone here still looks after each other." 
There are stories of community spirit that are 

rarely heard today, outside of Andy Griffith re
runs. Farmers who have had accidents have seen 
their cattle and crops tended while they recover. 
One Eaton Rapids man recently had a heart at
tack while laboring to complete a barn before win
ter. While he was in the hospital, his neighbors got 
together and built it for him. 

See EATON RAPIDS. Page 38 .. 



Eaton Rapids From 18 Eaton Rapids used to be almost 
totally self-contained. There were 
enough shops and markets so folks 
who lived here rarely needed to 
leave the city for anything. But the 
advent of large shopping malls 
forced out many of those local 
businesses. today, there is no 
men's clothing store in Eaton 

Eaton Rapids and surrounding 
communities are serviced by vol
unteer fire departments. The fire 
houses were built by the citizens 
themselves during events much 
like massive barn.:t>uiWing parties. 

"You certainly do know an aw
ful lot of people," said Lawrence 
Zeller, a dentist. "It's difficult to go 
to the market and spend less than 
an hour because you bump into so 
many people and just chat." 

Zeller, 56, moved to Eaton Rap-

• 

ids in 1963 and still remembers the 
sight that convinced him to stay. 

"It was 1963 and they were still 
delivering milk with a horse
drawn wagon," he said. "I said, 
'This is it, this is where I want to 
raise my family.' " 

The horse was put to pasture 
some time ago, but Eaton Rapids is 
still your typical small town. Cer
tainly it has undergone some 
changes, say its citizens, and more 
are on the way. 

Rapids. · 
There is a Quality Dairy and a 

West Side Deli that opened its 
doors five months ago. And now . 
the distinct possibility of a McDon
ald's - a sure sign of a growing 

d< . ~ ~ 1;;.-~1-8<i 
er~ and Erica f'.'ee Fashions. 

P The ame is called "Eaton Rapi~s~op~ly" a~d. al
thOugh gcopyright restrictions proh1b1t city of.flc1als 
from comparing the game to that other g~me with ~he 
"opoly" in the title, city development director Ric~ 
Monroe admitted that the similarity extends beyon 

th~~~':i'~apids is selling the game as a novelty f.un
draiser Officials ordered 350 copies of Ea~f Ra~~d~d 
0 01 f~om Pride Distributors, the West oom. 1~ 
c~m~any that has carved a business out of locahzmg 
the "M" game. 

At $18 each, they're going fast, Monroe said. He 
expects to sell out soon. . Cf H ll 

The games are available at Eaton Rapids. I y a 
from 8 a m to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday. 

EATON RAPIDS - Advance token to Island Park 
The saie is expected to raise about.$6,300 to help 

pay for downtown Christmas decorations . . 
· · it isn't exactly free parking, but Eaton Rapids resi· 
dents now have a hometown board game. . 

It's loaded with familiar names - names like Coo· 
John Schneider is a Lansing State Journal staff 

writer. His telephone number is 377-1175 .. 

town, said Monroe - looms. 
"There's always a feeling 

among some people to bring in in
dustry and make the town grow," 
said Bryce Thomson, a 73-year-old 
retired Eaton Rapids resident. "I 
always oppose that. They say I 
don't like progress, but I think it's 
fine the way it is." 

Said Zeller: "If you're looking 
for a lot of nightlife, it's not here. I 
don't need a lot of bar fights 
around here. It's a quiet communi
ty. And I want to keep it that way, 
personally." 



••• EATON RAPIDS - A breath of fresh air .... 
Belle Siple of the Eaton Rapids Senior Citizen Cen

ter called to point out that there Js a bingo for non
smokers within striking distance of Lansing - at the 
Eaton Rapids Senior Citizen Center, 201 Grand Street. 

For about ' l8 months now the non-puffers have 
gathered every Wednesday from 6:30 p.m. to l l p.m. 
in an air-conditioned building. · 

"It was very slow at first," Siple said, "but it's been 
picking up. We get smokers, too - they .jlll3t step 
outside during the break." · · · 

In Wednesday's column I passed along a reader's 
complaint that it was impossible to }\ave your bingo 
and your clean air, too. · 

Proceeds from the Eaton Rapids games go to the 
Senior Citizen Center. For more information, call 663· 
2335. . . ct'~ :xita.f:,u a~ ... n /I /Y1n-L 

q t:f~a~io-7i<f 
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Ea,on Rapids finds charter out of date 
- \ ' 

By FRANK lf\ND 
Lansing Sta' Journal 

EATON R1PIDS -- To City Manager De~nis 
Craun, city c\;irters are like automobiles. They 
get out of di>e. 

· Technolog~puts cars out of date. State law, 
court decisio11 and ehanges In philosophy put 
charters out \ date. 

"For its tim\ out· chatter was very good, but 
it is just outm(led,'? he said. 

The City Col\cil has cleared the way to elect 
"new charter mmission in the Nov. 7 general 
election. 

City resident~ill decide first if they want a 
new charter. If \ey do, they will select a nin~
person charter ~om mission from 12 candi
clntes. State law ~ ts the number of seats on the 
commission. 

If the commis n is approved, it will draw 
up a charter. th~roposed charter first must 
be approved by t~ governor's office and the -

' 'For its time, our charter was 
very good, but it 1s just 
outmoded._' ' 

Dennis Craun, 
Eaton Rapids city manager 

1967 when direct voting for the county board of 
commissioners went into effect. 

•Residency requirement for civic officials, 
outmoded by several court decisions. 

• $50 a month pay ,for council members. 
Since 1972, state law requires the pay be set by 
a local government compensation commission. 

•The charter sets the city election as the 
first Monday in April. In 1970, state law set the 
date as the first Tuesday after the first Monday 
in November in odd years. 

•The annual budget, which goes into effect 
in January, is adopted lrt May. It was outmoded 

state attorney general before a citywide ele·c- · in 1978 by the st?te's Uniform Budget Act. 
tion is conducted to approve or turn it down. The 12 candidates seeking election to the 

Craun said some of the itemS' in the current charter commission are: 
chartet that need updating are: Tim Aben, Ted Colthrop, Richard Hall, Don-

• Justices of the peace. They were replaced aid Bucky Harris, Robert Hoffman, Keith Hun-
by the district .court system ih 1968. 1ington, Robert Kirkpatrick, Robert Koy! , 

•Representation on the county board of su- Leonard Peters, Fred Puffenberger, Peter 
pervisors. Tne board went out of existence in Tierney anti Robert Tubbs. 
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Brent Rehm. 14, aid hiE father. DuanE, of Homer look over a 1947 Diamond T truck. 

Jack Smith of Jackson rests on the running board of his 
~34 Deluxe Roc:cster. £~ xf;la.;tv 

Classic day 
Classic cars and 

trucks were the order of 
ijle day Saturday in Ea
ton Rapids. A late-morning 
parade kicked off the 
Cooper Chevrolet Oldsmo
bile Classic Car Show, 
which featured more than 
500 cars. The cars were 

-on display from noon until 
late Saturday night at 
Cooper':; car dealership 
and wilJ be displayed 
again today from noon to 3 

~ cf'-13-~!__. _ _J 
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Eaton Rapids Completes 
Downtown Project 

Pictured L-R: . Chairman of the D.D.A. Steve Peters, City 
Manager Dennis Craun , Councilwomen Marth McFall Claudia 
Brown and Jean Kline. ' 

Eaton Rapids dedicated 
its new West Hamlin Street 
Project at 11 a.m. June 30, 
1989 at the project site on 
the corner of S. Main and W. 
Hamlin Streets. 

Eaton Rapiqs Mayor, 
Daniel N. Wrubel and Steven 
J. Peters, Chairman of the 
Downtown Development 
Authority, presided at the 
ribbon cutting ceremony 
along with members of the 
Eaton Rapids tity Council 
and members of the Eaton 
Rapids Downtown Develop
ment Authority . Special 
thanks was given to the 
Eaton Rapids Department of 
Public Works, led by Howard 
Hillard, for the outstanding 
job done on the project. 

The $66,000 project is a 
continuation of the 1890' s 
turn of the century 
streetscape theme that 
began with the City's Hamlin 
Court Project in 1985. The 
W. Hamlin Street Project is 
located in the Downtown 
Development District and is 
financed throUQh a Tax In
crement Financing Plan (TIF) 
along with City utility funds. 

The W. Hamlin Street 
Project, which extends from 
S. Main to Hall Street is the 
first completed project In the 
plan which was prepared by 
the Downtown Development 
Authority (DOA) and adopted 

by the Eaton Rapids City 
Council in 1985. 

ODA Chairman Peters 
pointed out that the just 
completed improvements are 
a perfect example of how the 
public sector and the private 
sector can work together as 
partners. He noted all of the 
private improvements 
presently taking place on 
Main Street and said that the 
private sector can't be ex
pected to do it all alone -- it 
needs the support of public 
sector improvements. '' The 
business people in the 
District need incentive '' he 
explained . - "they need -to 
know that if their taxes go 
up, the increase will go to 
make improvements.. right in 
their area.'' 

Peters said that he sees 
the development plan going 
forward at a mearsured pace 
as the necessary funds are 
accumulated. The plan calls 
for extension of the Hamlin 
Street theme to continue on 
Hall Street from Hamlin to 
Knight Street as th~ next 
step in the long·ranoe pro
ject. Peters indicated 
however, that progress.could 
be accelerated if private 
investment brought in more 
money than anticipated or if 
the TIF Plan was supple
mented by grants or other 
additional funds . 

~ . ~ 
• EATON RAPIDS ~ (p -.3o~s<t 
City dedicates restoration project 

City offici~Is and merchants will gather at 11 a.m. 
today to ~ed1cate _a portion of the city's West Hamlin 
Street project that IS restoring the downtown area into a 
tum-of-the-century theme. 

The theme is carried out by installing brick inlaid 
sidewalks, old fashioned street lights, and trees and 
shrubs, said Rick Monroe, development director. 

The project is on West Hamlin Street from South Main 
Street to Hall Street. 
Mo~ey ~or the project comes from special tax money 

set aside smce the redevelopment project began in 1985 
Monroe said. ' 

In addition to the tax money, several merchants are 
financing their own projects, he said. 

The next portion of the project will extend on Hall 
Street from Hamlin Street to Knight Street. 

,,. o('a.A"~~ 
• EATON RAPID~ ~ud 7~31-3'/.. 

Sidewalk sale is Thursday-Saturday . . . 
The Eaton Rapids Merchants Organization will spon

sor a sidewalk sale in the downtown area from Thursday 
through Saturday. • 

In addition to sales, community service organi7.atiCJns 
will lla".e displays and fund-raisers. The merch8nts orga
nizatipn will sponsor the band Up!own as part of its free 

• Monday, July 31, 1989 

Brown Bag concert serl~ at Hamlin Court in Island Park 
from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday. 

The organization, which has 41 members, was created 
at the beginning of the year by the Eaton Rapids Down· 
town Development Authorit/ to improve the commercial 
climate in the commuajty. 



Flashes Shopper's Gulde, Eaton Rapids, Michigan Tuesday, February 2, 1988 

DOWNTOWN 
VOLUME2 NUMBER 2 

WILL YOU HELP? 
The 4th of July Committee needs clubs and 
individuals to assist with 4th of July acti
vities. Please contact Chairman Richard 
Gulliver at 663-8663. 

MEETINGS 
AND EVENTS 

Feb. 3 City Counci l worksessio.n, 7:00 a.m ., 
Public Library. 

Feb. 3 Academic Booster Club, 7:00 p. m., 
High School Li brary. 

Feb. 9 City Counci l, 8:00 p.m., City Hal l. 
Feb. 10 Board of Education, 7:30 p.m., High 

School Library. 
Feb. 11 Downtown Development Authority, 

7:30 a.m., First of Ameri ca Bank. 
Feb. 17 Eaton County Board of Commission

ers, 9:30 a.m., Courthouse, Charlotte. 
Feb. 23 City Council, 8:00 p.m., City Hall. 

CITY COUNCIL 
REPORT 

JANUARY 12, 1988 

*City Clerk administered Oath of Office to 
Councilpersons Aben, Kline, and Rocca. 

*Councilman Aben selected as Mayor Pro 
Tempore. 

*Marietta White designated as alternate 
Board Member to Michigan Public Power 

. Agency Board. 
*Statement of Intent to do business with the 
City filed by Mayor Wrubel. 

*Ken Devers reappointed to Board of Review 
for a term ending January 1, 1991. 

*Council worksession scheduled for January 
27 at 7:00 a.m., February 3 at 7:00 a.m., and 
February 27 at 8:00 a.m. 

*Complete minutes are available at City Hall 
and the Public Library. 

JANUARY 26, 1988 
*Hospital Auxiliary authorized to sell PERCH 

Posies May 6 and 7. 
*Marietta White reappointed to Eaton County 
Transportation Authority (EATRAN) Board 
for a term ending December 31, 1990. 

*Easement for purposes of ingress and 
egress and for parking purposes granted to 
Kiwanis Spring Brook Non-Profit Housing 
Association over platted but undeveloped 
portion of West Street lying north of King 
Street. 

*Closed session held for consultation with 
City Attorney regarding pending litigation 
and for strategy and negotiation regarding a 
collective bargaining agreement. 

*City Attorney authorized to settle the 
Townships v. City lawsuit as agreed to 
between the parties. 

*Tentative agreerr.ent between City and Fire 
Fighters Union ratified covering 1988 wage 
rate. 

*Complete minutes are available at City Hall 
and the Public Library. 

Mayor Daniel Wrubel . ......... 663-5266 
Councilwoman Martha McFall . 663-5462 
Councilman Tim Aben . . ...... 663-1228 
Councilman Mike Rocca ...... 663-3127 
Councilwoman Jean Kline . .... 663-8573 
City Manager Dennis Craun ... 663-8118 

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

PLANS FOR 1988 

On Saturday, January 16 the Downtown 
Development Authority Board held its annual 
retreat at the VFW National Home's Woodside 
Center. DOA Board members utilized the retreat 
to take stock of last year's activities and to plan 
a course of action for this year's act ivities . 

The Eaton Rapids Downtown Development 
Authority was created by City ordinance in 1982 
pu rsuant to Act 197 of 1975 of the State of 
Michigan. The DOA operates with a Board 
appointed by the Mayor and confirmed by City 
Council. Current Board members are Steven 
Peters, chairman, and Leigh Furgason, Gary 
Wichman, Cindy Cooper, Mark Haubert, Dennis 
Craun, Dan Levy, and Mayor Dan Wrubel. 

Promotion of the economic growth of the down
town district is the overall goal of the ODA. 
Fou r task forces have been organized to focus 
the promotional efforts: Management and 
Promotions, to plan and implement regular and 
special events downtown and to encourage 
cooperat ive efforts among merchants; 
Business Recruitment, to maintain data on 
available property downtown and to identify 
and contact businesses needed downtown or 
possibly interested in locating downtown; 
Private Improvements, to encourage ongoing 
improvements to private buildings and to 
increase the level of private investment down
town; and Public Improvements, to plan and 
implement public improvements downtown 
which support and enhance other development 
efforts downtown. 

A Development and Tax Increment Financing 
Plan for the downtown district was recom- . 
mended by the DOA Board and adopted by City 
Council in 1985. Major elements of the Plan 

Dan Levy, Mark Haubert, Steve Peters, and Gary Wichman 
consider the DDA agenda for 1988. 

include street improvements within the 
downtown, expanding the Hamlin Court theme 
of distinctive lighting, brickwork, and trees and 
shrubs, and riverwalk construction, building a 
riverwalk along the perimeter of the downtown 
with rest areas and overl ooks. Financing for the 
Plan depends upon revenue produced by the 
Tax Increment Financing (TIF) Plan. In its 
second year, the TIF Plan is beginning to 
accumulate funds to beg in the Development 
Plan improvements. 

DOA Board members reviewed the Develop
ment Plan at the retreat, and examined the 
preliminary Town Center proposal of Nicholas 
and Co.mpany commissioned by the Alliance 
for Community Development. As the Town 
Center proposal unfolds, the DOA and Alliance 
will be working very closely. 

Board members also focused on ways to make 
the Task Forces more effective. They expressed 
strong support for retaining a person who 
would be able to implement the various Task 
Force projects. The DOA Board will be working 
very closely with City Council on this proposal 
in the months ahead. 

CITY RECEIVES CLEAN 
MICHIGAN FUND GRANT 

City Manager Dennis Craun holds $190,000 check. 

City officials realized the culmination of a two
year eHort when a check for $190,000 was 
received from the State of Michigan on January . 
15. 

Under pressure from the State, the City closed 
the sanitary landfill on Hyatt Street on 
December 31 , 1983. During 1984 the City spent 
over $250,000 to cap the landfill to minimize 
percolation of rainwater through the landfilled 
area. 

In 1985 the State Legislature · authorized and 
funded a Clean Michigan Program, a broad
based effort to promote the proper disposal of 
solid waste. The City applied under one of the 

Clean Michigan categories for reimbursement 
of its landfill closure cost's. Th is 1986 applica
tion for funds was denied by the Department of 
Natural Resources. 

City officials took issue with the reasons given 
by the State for denying funds to Eaton Rapids, 
and subsequently sued the State to seek fair 
treatment of the City 's application. Through 
extensive time and effort devoted to the case by 
City Attorney Robert Warner, Ci ty Manager 
Dennis Craun , and the City's consulting 
engineers, agreement was reached that the City 
would reapply for funding in 1987. 

In August last year the City was notified that it 
had been awarded the landfill closure grant. 
Afterward, contracts and reports were 
prepared , resulting finally in receipt of the 
$190,000 check. 

GOALS AND 
OBJECTIVES 

City Council and City department supervisors 
are in the process of identifying goals and 
objectives for 1988 and 1989 leading up to con
sideration of the 1989 City budget. Please 
contact City officials or City Hall with your 
ideas and suggestions. 

Published semi-monthly by the CITY OF EATON RAPIDS for the information of Eaton Rapids residents. 

Contact CITY HALL, 200 S. Main St., 663-8118, with your suggestions, questions, or comments. 



Flashes Shopper's Gulde, Eaton Rapid•, Michigan Tuesday, January 12, 1988 

DOWNTOWN 
VOLUME2 NUMBER 1 

MEETINGS 
AND EVENTS 

Jan. 12 City Council, 8:00 p.m., City. Hall. 
Jan. 13 Board of Education, 7:30 p.m., High 

School Library. 
Jan. 14 Downtown Development Authority, 

7:30 a.m., First of America Bank. 
Jan. 20 Eaton County Board of Commis

sioners, 9:30 a.m., Courthouse, 
Charlotte, 

Jan. 26 City Council, 8:00 p.m., City Hall. 
Jan. 30 Alliance for Community Develop

ment, Dinner Dance, 7:00 p.m., 
American Rental Hall on M-99 

Feb. 1 Planning Commission, 7:30 · p.m., 
City Hall. 

Feb. 2 Library Board, 9:00 a.m., Public 
Library. 

CITY COUNCIL 
REPORT 

DECEMBER 22, 1987 
*Public Hearing held, proposed 1988 Utility 
Fund budget. 

*Resolution adopted vacating the platted but 
undeveloped portion of Montgomery Street 
between W. Elizabeth Street and the former 
railroad right-of-way, and authorizing the 
Mayor and Clerk to sign deeds conveying 
the property vacated to adjacent property 
owners Maurice Trimble Trust and Carol 

. Preston. 
*Resolution adopted approving the 1988 
Utility Fund Budget of $2,844,285 and appro
priating the expense amounts indicated in 
the budget. 

*Fire Protection Contract between the City 
and Aurelius Township for Jan. 1 - March 31, 
1988 approved. 

*Reappointment of Cindy Cooper to the 
Downtown Development Authority Board/ 
Tax Increment Finance Authority Board for 
a term ending Dec. 27, 1991 confirmed. 

*Appointment of Dan Levy to the Downtown · 
Development Authority Board/Tax Incre
ment Finance Authority Board for a term 
ending Dec. 27, 1991 confirmed. 

*Contract for Cemetery garage addition 
awarded to Floyd Byron for $4,900. 

*1987 Budget amendment approved. 
*1988 Non-Union wage schedule approved. 
*Carryover to 1988 of City Manager's and 

. Deputy Clerk-Treasurer's unused vacation, 
personal leave, and comp time authorized. 

*Hiring of temporary employee to replace an 
employee going on maternity leave author
ized. 

*Closed session held with City Attorney 
regarding pending litigation. 

*City Attorney authorized to settle the City 
v. Howard Construction lawsuit as agreed 
to between the parties. 

*Resolution adopted recognizing the service 
of Councilman Sweet. 

*Resolution adopted recognizing the service 
of Councilman Gillett. 

*Mayor Wrubel reviewed the activities and 
accomplishments of 1987 and recognized 
the individuals who worked together for the 
betterment of the City in 1987. 

*Complete minutes are available at City Hall 
and the Public Library. 

Mayor Daniel Wrubel .......... 663-5266 
Councilwoman Martha McFall. 663-5462 
Councilman Tim Aben ........ 663-1228 
Councilman Mike Rocca.: . . .. 663-3127 
Councilwoman Jean Kline ..... 663-8573 
City Manager Dennis Craun ... 663-8118 

CONGRESSMAN WOLPE MEETS WITH 
EATON RAPIDS CITIZENS 

Twenty Eaton Rapids residents met with 
Congressman Howard Wolpe on Tuesday, Jan. 
5 at a Town Meeting held at City Hall. Wolpe, 
in his fifth term representing Michigan's 3rd 
Congressional District in Washington, D.C., 
scheduled several Town Meetings in his district 
during the current congressional recess. Con
gressman Wolpe responded to questions asked 
by his constituents on a wide variety of topics, 
including the federal budget deficit, 
entitlement programs -such as social security 
and medicare, economic development initia
tives in the region, and the outlook for Michigan 
to be chosen as the site for the superconducting 
super collider. The Town Meeting also provided 
the opportunity for members of the Eaton 
Rapids City Council to review local concerns 
with Congressman Wolpe. 

Councilman Tim Aben, Councilwoman Jean Kline, 
Congressman Howard Wolpe, and Mayor Dan Wrubel · 
discuss issues at Town Meeting. 

NEW CITY COUNCIL MEETS TONIGHT 

The first City Council meeting of 1988 will be 
held tonight at 8 p.m. at City Hall. This will also 
be the first meeting of Councilwoman Jean 
Kline and Councilman Mike Rocca. Councilman 
Tim Aben joined Council in November. Along 
with Mayor Dan Wrubel and Councilwoman 
Martha McFall, they will constitute the City 
Council through 1989. 

COUNCIL HONORS 
SWEET, GILLETT 

At its last meeting of 1987, City Coun.cil 
adopted resolutions recognizing the service of 
Councilman Byron "Bud" Sweet and Gerald 
Gillett. Sweet served on City Council from 1980 
through 1987, and Gillett from 1984 through 
1987. 

Jo. 

Mayor Dan Wrubel presenting Resolution to Councilman 
Bud Sweet. 

Mayor Dan Wrubel presenting Resolution to Councilman 
Gerald Gillett. 

Regular Council meetings are open to the 
public and attendance by interested citizens is 
encouraged. Council meetings provide a forum 
for citizens to communicate their opinions to 
their elected representatives. Regular City 
Council meetings are held at 8 p.m. on the 
second and fourth Tuesdays each month. The 
meeting schedule for 1988 is: 

January 12 
January 26 
February 9 
February 23 
March 8 
March 22 
April 12 
April 26 
May 10 
May24 
June 14 
June 28 

July 12 
July 26 
August 9 
August 23 
September 13 
September 27 
October 11 
October25 
November a 
November22 
December 13 
December27 

CHRISTMAS CONTEST 
WINNERS SELECTED 

The house owned by Joe Hammond, located at 
233 Union Street, was selected as the First 
Place winner in the City's "Home for the 
Holidays" Christmas Decorating Contest. The 
Hammond home featured a multitude of lights 
around the house, adjacent buildings, and even 
into the highest reaches of a nearby pine tree. 
Hammond received a $25 check for his entry. 

Second and Third Place winners of $10 checks 
were Burton Lauck, 1509 West Street, and 
George Lantz, 109 Wicklow, respectively. Lights 
decorated the peak of the Lauck home, and the 
translucent garage door revealed ever-changing 
hues of green, red, and yellow lights. The Lantz 
home featured miniature white lights over the 
house facade, garage, and shrubbery. 

Special commendation goes to all the residents 
of Wicklow Street whose homes reflected the 
Christmas spirit, and to Michigan Packaging 
Company and Eaton Rapids Community 
Hospital for attractively decorated trees. 

Published semi-monthly by the CITY OF EATON RAPIDS for the information of Eaton Rapids residents. 

Contact CITY HALL, 200 S. Main St., 663-8118, with your suggestions, questions, or comments. 



Fleshes Shopper's Gulde, Eaton Rapids, Michigan Tuesday,December22,1987 

DOWNTOWN 
VOLUME 1 NUMBER 7 

WELCOME 
To Independent Bank - South Michigan, with 
local branch office at 2500 S. Michigan Road. 
Independence Bank - South Michigan has its 
main office in Leslie, with Jerry Christensen as 
President. Teri Wolff manages the Eaton 
Rapids Branch. 

MEETINGS 
AND EVENTS 

Dec. 22 
Jan. 4 

City Council, 8:00 p.m., City Hall 
4th of July Committee, 7:00 p.m., -
City Hall 

Jan. 4 Planning Commission, 7:30 p.m., 
City Hall 

Jan. 5 Library Board, 9:00 a.m., Public 
Library 

Jan. 12 
Jan. 13 

City Council, 8:00 p.m., City Hall 
Board of Education, 7:30 p.m., High 
School Library 

Jan. 14 Downtown Development Authority, 
7:30 a.m., First of America Bank 

* 

CITY COUNCIL 
REPORT 

DECEMBER 2, 1987 

•' 9f I • 

Policy adopted that officers of the 
Eaton Rapids Fire Department will 
not be permitted to be officers of 
another Ji.~e department: . 

DECEMBER 8, 1987 
* Petition regarding 306 E. Elizabeth 

Street received. 
* Public Hearing, proposed vacating 

of Montgomery Street between W. 
Elizabeth Street and the former 
railroad right-of-way, held. 

* Proposed vacating of Montgomery 
Street between W. Elizabeth Street 
and the former railroad right-of-way 
tabled to the Dec. 22 meeting. 

* Change order No. 2, Cadwell 
Brothers contract, $22,316.01 
approved. 

* $10,000 loan from Utility Fund to 
Local Street Fund authorized. 

* 1988 Power Sales Contract 
between City and Michigan Public 
Power Agency authorized. 

* City participation in the Michigan 
Public Power Agency Monitoring 
and Dispatch Project authorized. 

DECEMBER 11, 1987 
* Closed session held with City 

Attorney regarding pending 
litigation. 

DECEMBER 16, 1987 
* 1988 Utility Fund budget 

worksession held. 
* Closed session held for personnel 

evaluations. 

Mayor Daniel Wrubel .......... 663-5266 
663-8118 

Councilwoman Martha McFall. 663-5462 
Councilman Byron Sweet ..... 663-8148 · 

663-8368 
Councilman Gerald Gillett ..... 663-6701 
Councilman Tim Aben ........ 663-1228 
City Manager Dennis Craun ... 663-8118 

CITIZEN PARTICIPATION RECOGNIZED 

The City of Eaton Rapids depends upon a 
number of people who volunteer their time and 
abilities to serve in various capacities on behalf 
of the City. These citizens not only have the 
opportunity for participation in public affairs; 
they accept their responsibilities for public 
service. In recognition of their contribution to 
the life of our community, these people are: 

Planning Commission 

Gary Wichman 
Pat Hastay 
Terry Day 
Clifford Dye 
Sharon Lamie 

Wayne Miller 
Gerald Kopack 
Jack Bohne 
Stephen Guile 

Downtown Development Authority 

Steven Peters 
Leigh Furgason 
Gary Wichman 
Jean Kline 
Daniel Wrubel 

Linton Davidson 
Emily Hall 
Mark Haubert 
Cindy Cooper 
Dennis Craun 

Library Board 

Irma Canfield 
Phyllis Miller 
Lois Decamp 

Mary Minnich 
Pat Bonta 

Parks Board 

Dick Tottingham 
Stan Smith 
Doug Stevenson 

Gary Mitchell 
Wade Schaefer 

Volunteer Firemen 

Chester Anderson 
Ron Byerly 
Tim Colthorp 
John Colgan, Jr. 
Mark Crippen 
Kim Freer 
Stephen Guile 
James Harding 
Robert Hill 
Philip Huston 
Steven Kibiloski 

Roger McNutt 
John O'Leary 
Terry Oliver 
Douglas Peters, II 
William Russell, Jr. 
James Schnepp 
Philip Smith 
Rick Wilbur 
Donna Williams 
Michael Williams 

Board of Review 

Ken Devers 
Dick Lamie 

Don Cady 

Zoning Board of Appeals 

Don Cady 
Sharon Lamie 
Larry Gooch i 

Calvin Kohl 
Pat Cords 

Mechanical Board of Appeals 

Larry Gooch 
Michael Stahl 
Harold Hovey 

Calvin Kohl 
LeRoy Bouts 

Housing Board of Appeals 

Calvin Kohl 
Harry Sutton 

Harold Hovey 

L<?cal Officers Compensation Commission 

Sonja Seaks Carl Ackley 
Maynard Ells Alex Allan 
Jan McRee 

CITY PREPARES 
FOR WINTER 

City Superintendent Howard Hilliard and 
his crew are prepared for winter snows and 
have the city trucks ready to plow the 27 
miles of city streets. The new salt storage 
building, built to meet state requirements 
for environmental protection, is filled with 
salt for ice control. 

SIDEWALK SNOW AND ICE REMOVAL 

It is to everyone's advantage and to their own 
self interest to see to it that their sidewalks are 
clear of ice and snow. The Michigan Supreme 
Court has upheld a judgment against a land 
owner when an individual slipped and fell on ice 
and snow which had been permitted to 
accumulate. on the owner's property. In Eaton 

Rapids, property owners by ordinance (Sec. 19-
25) are required to keep their walks free of ice 
and snow. Beyond the requirements of the 
ordinance, however, those property owners 
who fail to do so are running the real risk of a 
financially crippling lawsuit should someone 
fall and injure themselves on their property. 

CITY OFFICE, PUBLfC LIBRARY HOLIDAY CLOSINGS 

City Hall offices will be closed all day Thursday, 
December 24, Friday, December 25, Thursday, 
December 31, and Friday, January 1. Tax 
payments made at the office on December 30 or 
postmarked December 31 will be considered 
paid in 1987. Tax payments made at the office 
or postmarked after December 31 will be 

considered paid in 1988. 

The Public Library wiU be closed all day 
Thursday, December 24, Friday, December 25, 
Saturday, December . 26 and Thursday, 
December 31, Friday, January 1, and Saturday, 
January 2. 

Publishe_d semi-monthly by the CITY OF EATON RAPIDS for the Information of Eaton Rapids residents. 

Contact CITY HALL, 200 S. Main St., 663-8118, with your suggestions, questions, or comments. 



VOLUME 1 NUMBERS 

SALUTE 
To Ronald M. Sarosi, D.D.S. and his staff on the 
relocation of their dental practice to their newly 
built office at 1503 Kyle Street, located directly 
behind Drs. Wulff and Hankenson offices. 

CITY COUNCIL 
REPORT 

-NOVEMBER 24, 1987 

*Councilman Aben presented $7,500 check 
from State of Michigan to Community 
Heritage Foundation President Mike 
DeGrow. 

*Purchase of one Jacobson commercial 
lawnmower with attachments from Bill's 
Tractor Sales for $12,575 authorized. 

*Hiring freeze waived, filling of police officer 
vacancy authorized. 

*Establishment of a second police sergeant 
position authorized. 

* 1988 fire protection contract pr9posal for 
Aurelius Township authorized. 

*MSU Department of Resource Development 
offer to conduct a community opinion 
survey costing about $5,000 declined. 

*Notice to full-time firemen that any re
determination regarding the size of the 
work force wi II be effective Apri I 1, 1988 at 
the earliest authorized, written alternatives 
for fire department requested from fire 
chief by Feb. 1, 1988. 

*Closed session for consultation with City 
Attorney regarding pending litigation held. 

*Complete minutes are available at City Hall 
and the Public Library. 

Dec. 2 

Dec. 4 

Dec. 5 

Dec. 7 

Dec. 7 

Dec. 8 
Dec. 9 

Dec. 9 

Dec. 10 

Dec. 14 

Dec. 16 

MEETINGS 
AND EVENTS 

Academic Booster Club, 7:00 p.m., 
High School Library 
Santa arrives, Tree Lighting Cere
mony, 7:00 p.m., Hamlin Court 
Eggs and Issues, Alliance for 
Community Development, 8:00 
a.m., Nick's Restaurant 
4th of July Committee, 7:00 p.m., 
City Hall 
Planning Commission, 7:30 p.m., 
City Hall 
City Council, 8:00 p.m., City Hall 
Middle School Christmas Concert, 
7:00 p.m., Middle School Gym 
School Board, 7:30 p.m., High 
School Library 
Downtown Development Authori
ty, 7:30 a.m., First of America Bank 
High School Christmas Concert, 
7:30 p.m., High School Auditorium 
Eaton County Board of Commis
sioners, 9:30 a.m.,_ Courthouse, 
Charlotte 

Mayor Daniel Wrubel .......... 663-5266 
663-8118 

Councilwoman Martha McFall. 663-5462 
Councilman Byron Sweet .. ... 663-8148 

663-8368 
Councilman Gerald Gillett ..... 663-6701 
Councilman Tim Aben ........ 663-1228 
City Manager Dennis Craun ... 663-8118 

SENIOR 
CITIZENS 
PUBLISH 

BOOK 

The Senior Citizens of the Rocking Chair 
Deserters, 201 Grand Street, have finished pro
duction of their latest. publication, "Glancing 
Back While Looking Forward", a book about 
what life used to be as remembered by those 
who l~ved it. 

Chapter 1 features nine stories about country 
school days. Six articles in Chapter 2 tell about 
housework. Farm chores and tasks are 
remembered in seven narratives in Chapter 3. 
Seven stories in Chapter 4 recall farm pets and 
wildlife. Chapter 5 includes seven features on 
historical places ar.d times about Eaton Rapids. 
Seven stories about early merchants and ped
dlers are in Chapter 6. Recreation country style 
is included in eight narratives in Chapter 7. 
Chapter 8 offers nine memories of rural life of 
yesteryear. In Chapter 9 special people are 
recalled through five articles. The five stories in 

WINTER TAXES MAILED 
Winter tax notices for 2,028 parcels in the City 
were mailed on Nov. 30. Gold-colored copies of 
the notices were sent to the taxpayers of 
record. White information copies of the notices 
were sent to property owners who have other 
agencies, for example banks and savings and 
loan companies, make their tax payments for 
them. Reminder notices were also sent to those 
who had deferred their summer taxes. 

1987 tax rates compared to 1986 tax rates (in 
mills) are: 

1987 1986 
Winter 

E.R. Schools 21.8075 16.95 
Eaton County 6.5 5.5 
Eaton Int. Sch. 4.2 4.2 
EATRAN .25 0 

Winter total 32.7575 26.65 

Summer 
E.R. Schools 14.8577 16.95 
City of E.R. 10.6557 11.00 

Summer total 25.5134 27.95 

Total Year 58.2709 54.60 

City winter taxes are payable Dec. 1 and are due 
by Feb. 14. After Feb. 14, a 3% penalty will be 
added to the amount due. On March 1 all unpaid 
real property taxes will be turned over to the 
Eaton County treasurer for collection. 

Dog licenses for 1988 will be available at City 
Hall from Dec. 1 through Feb. 28 for $3.00. Proof 
of the dog's vaccination is required to obtain a 
license. After Feb. 28, dog licenses will be 
$10.00 and will be available only at the Eaton 
County Treasurer's Office or the Eaton County 
Animal Control Office in Charlotte. 

C1apter 10 tell about the threshers coming. 
Unforgettable happenings, the eleven features 
in Chapter 11, conclude the book. Forty-three 
authors in all contributed their recollections of 
some of their most memorable experiences. 

Myrtle Hammond typed the first draft, Clara 
Squires researched photos and drawings and 
helped edit the manuscripts, Jean Halsey 
proofed the final drafts, and the seniors 
themselves did the layout and collating of the 
pages, all under the guidance of editor Jean 
Kl.ine. 

Copies of "Glancing Back While Looking 
Forward" are available for $10 at the Senior 
Center and at City Hall. All proceeds from the 
book sales will go toward the cost of the new 
parking lot at the Senior Center. 

CITY SEEKS 
COOPERATION WITH 

TOWNSHIP 
FIRE DEPARTMENTS 

City Council has authorized Fire Chief Richard 
Freer to meet with Eaton Rapids Township Fire 
Chief Robert Glenn and Hamlin Township Fire 
Chief Ron Byerly to work out arrangements for 
mutual aid and any other cooperative efforts as 
the township departments prepare for a Jan. 1 
startup. One meeting of the three chiefs has 
already taken place, and other meetings are 
being scheduled so that all necessary details 
may be finalized by Jan. 1. 

r--------------------
. CHRISTMAS 
DECORATING CONTEST 

The City is sponsoring a Christmas 
Decorating Contest for homeowners and 
businesses. The theme for the contest is 
' Home for tile Holidays." Prizes will be 
awarded in the home category and in the 
business category for displays featuring an 
attractive composition centering on the 
theme. 

Any homeowner or business wishing to par
ticipate in the contest should fill out the 
registration form and mail it to or drop it off 
at City Hall by Dec. 14. 

CHRISTMAS DECORATING CONTEST 
REGISTRATION FORM 

NAME 

.ADDRESS 

TELEPHONE ------------

(RETURN TO CITY HALL BY DEC. 14) 

Published semi-monthly by the CITY OF EATON RAPIDS for the information of Eaton Rapics residents. 

Contact CITY HALL, 200 S. Main St., 663-8118, with your suggestions, questions, or comments . . 



Flashes Shopper's Gulde, Eaton Rapids, Michigan Tuesday, November 17, 1987 

DOWNTOWN 
VOLUME 1 NUMBERS 

· .. _SALUTE 

· To the' City crews who placed the American 
flags on Main Street for Veterans Day, Nov. 11, 
and to the American Legion, Auxiliary, and 40/8 
members who honored those who answered 
their nation's call. 

CITY COUNCIL 
REPORT 

NOVEMBER 10, 1987 

*Tim Aben appointed as Councilperson from 
1st Precinct for unexpired term ending at 
noon, January 1, 1988. 

*Certificate of Appreciation from Farmers 
Home Administration presented to Building 
Inspector Neal Hart. 

*Revised Lease for Public Library/Meeting 
Room at 218-220 S. Main authorized. 

*Purchase of commercial lawnmower and 
attachments tabled to November 24. 

*Quit-claim deed to Ernest Phillips for parcel 
between West Addition and Phillips' parcel 
in Section 33 authorized. 

*Option for Easement granted to Kiwanis 
Spring Brook Non-Profit Housing Associ
ation for closed portion of West Street north 
of King Street extended to May 25, 1988. 

*Local Officers Compensation Commission 
Oct. 29, 1987 Report rejected. 

*Engineering Agreement with Capitol Con
sultants, Inc., for water and sewer system 
capacity analysis authorized. 

*Gift certificates for employees and commit
tee members authorized. 

*Closed session for consultation with City 
Attorney regardii19 pending litigation held. 

*Dismissal of lawsuit against DNA regarding 
Clean Michigan Fund grant application 
authorized. 

*Complete minutes available at City Hall and 
the Public Library. 

MEETINGS 
AND EVENTS 

Nov. 18 Greyhound Academic Booster Club, 
7:00 p.m., High School Library 

Nov. 19 Eaton County Board of Commis
sioners, 9:30 a.m., Courthouse, 
Charlotte 

Nov. 19 Bazaar, Senior Center, 201 Grand 
St., 4:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 

Nov. 20 Bazaar, Senior Center, 201 Grand 
St., 7:30 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

- Nov. 21 Bazaar, Senior Center, ·201 Grand 
St., 7:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

Nov. 24 City Council, 8:00 p.m., City Hall 
Dec. 1 Library Board, 9:00 a.m., Public 

Library, 220 S. Main St. 
Dec. 4 Santa arrives, Tree Lighting Cere

mony, 7:00 p.m., Hamlin Court 
Dec. 7 4th of July Committee, 7:00 p.m., 

City Hall 
Dec. 7 Planning Commission, 7:30 p.m., 

City Hall 

Mayor Daniel Wrubel .......... 663-5266 
• 663-8118 

Councilwoman Martha McFall. 663-5462 
Councilman Byron Sweet ..... 663-8148 

. 663-8368 
Councilman Gerald Gillett. . ... 663-6701 
Councilman Tim Aben ........ 663-1228 
City Manager Dennis Craun ... 663-8118 

·' 
CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS 

ELECTED NOVEMBER 3 
..... *' 

Tim Aben, Mike Rocca, and Jean Kline were 
elected to City Council at the City election on 
Nov. 3. Terms of office for the new council
persons begin Jan. 1, 1988 and end Dec. 31, 
1991. 

Tim, who lives at 1110 S. Main Street, is a fiscal 
analyst for the House Fiscal Agency in Lansing. 
He will represent the 1st Precinct - the area 
south of Broad Street and west of the Grand 
River. Due to the vacancy in the 1st Precinct 
councilperson seat, Tim was appointed at the 
Nov. 10 Council meeting to the seat for the 
balance of the unexpired term. 

Mike is assistant superintendent for curriculum 
and personnel for Eaton Rapids Public Schools, 

. I 

and resides at 3232 Kemler Road. He will 
represent the 2nd precinct - the area north of 
Broad Street and west.of the Grand River. Mike 
will be taking the place of Bud Sweet who has 
served on City Council since 1980. 

Jean, who lives at 502 Raeburn, is director of 
the Senior Citizens Center in town and co
owner of Kitchen Kollections on Main Street. 
She will represent the 3rd precinct - all of the 
city east of the Grand River. Jean will be taking 
the place of Gerald Gillett who has served on 
City Council since 1984. 

Of the City's 2,704 registered voters, 718 or 
27% voted on Nov. 3. 

TIM ABEN MIKE ROCCA JEAN KLINE 

COMMUNITY OPINION SURVEYS MAILED; 

RETURN BY NOV. 23 ASKED 

Community Opinion Survey questionnaires 
were mailed to randomly selected area 
residents on Nov. 13 as part of the Planning 
Commission's update of the City's Master Plan. 
The updated Master Plan will provide guidance 
and direction for the City's growth and develop
ment over the next 20 years. 

The Community Opinion Survey questionnaire 
is the product of several Planning Commission 
workshops with assistance from Gove Associ
ates of Kalamazoo, the City's consultant on the 
Master Plan update. The six-page survey asks 
for responses to 38 questions: basic 
demographic information about the respondent 
and the respondent's household; opinions on 
residential, commercial, and industrial develp
ment; viewpoints on parks and recreation 
opportunities and activities, and cultural activi-

ties; and evaluations of current facilities and 
services. 

Along with City residents, residents of the 
adjacent townships received the questionnaire. 
The total mailing was 1,650 surveys: 1,060 to 
City residents, 305 to Hamlin Township 
residents, and 285 to Eaton Rapids Township 
residents. 

Nov. 23 is the date by which the questionnaires 
should be returned in the postage paid 
envelope provided. If you received the 
questionnaire but haven't completed and 
returned it yet, please take the few minutes 
required to do so. The more responses 
received, the better the Planning Commission 
will be able to understand what directions the 
Master Plan should take. 

ELECTION WORKERS RECOGNIZED 
They aren't called upon very often, but when 
they are, they help you and me exercise one of 
our fundamental constitutional rights - the right 
to vote. They are the precinct election workers 
who work at each election where city, county, 
state, and federal officers are chosen. 

City precinct election workers are: Precinct 1 -
Betty Harris, chairperson; Elizabeth Miller, Ida 
Colgan, and Betty Boatman; Precinct 2 - Lois 
Decamp, Chairperson; Charlotte Knop, Dorothy 
Long, and Lorraine Hengstebeck; Precinct 3 -
Betty Cartwright, chairperson; Ellen 

Hovey,Ruth Kaylor, and Elaine1Sage; Counting 
Board - Joyce Zona, chairperson; Vivian Freer, 
and Evelyn Miller. This past Nov. 3, Evelyn 
Nelson substituted in Precinct 1. 

On the appointed day, the precinct workers set 
their alarm clocks in order to report at 6:30 a.m., 
and then they keep on going past the 8 p.m. 
closing of the polls until all the election reports 
are completed, usually by 9 p.m. Their training 
and experience are invaluable in helping us do 
Olf civic duty. 

Published semi-monthly by the CITY OF EATON RAPIDS for the information of Eaton Rapids residents. 

Contact CITY HALL, 200 S. Main St., 663-8118, with your suggestions, questions, or comments. 
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CITY FACT 

The Home Rule Cities Act (Michigan Compiled 
Law, Chapter 117) under which the City is 
organized, specifies several mandatory and 
numerous permissible city charter provisions. 
The current city charter contains 14 chapters: 
Incorporation, Boundaries, and General 
Provisions; Powers and Liabilities; Officers; 
Council; City Legislation; Administration; 
Finance; Taxation; Special Assessments; Bor
rowing; Elections; Contracts; Franchises; and 
Utilities. 

CITY COUNCIL 
REPORT 

OCTOBER 27, 1987 
*Lease between IOOF #114 and Sunshine 
Rebekah Lodge 142 and the City for the li
brary and meeting room reviewed. 

*Change order No. 1, item No. 2, Cadwell 
Brothers sewer contract. $3400 approved. 

*Dennis Craun designated grantee represent
ative for Clean Michigan Fund grant, Mayor 
and City Clerk authorized to sign the CM F 
grant agreement. 

*City's ballot for the Municipal liability and 
Property Pool directors cast. 

*Ending of monthly Utility Fund transfer to 
wastewater plant bond redemption reserve 
authorized. 

*Advertising for bids for addition to cemetery 
garage authorized. 

*Tree removal policy adopted. 
..... "'tnai-ige ·order No. 1, Layne-Northern water 

plant filter contract, not-to-exceed $42,384 
authorized. 

*Agreement with Dixon Engineering for water 
plant filter inspection, not-to-exceed $3,000 
authorized. 

*Closed session for consultation with City 
Attorney regarding pending litigation held. 

*Complete minutes are available at City Hall 
and the Public Library. 

MEETINGS 
AND EVENTS 

Nov. 3 City Election, 7 a.m. to 8 p.m., First 
United Methodist Church , 600 S. 
Main Street 

Nov. 7 Eggs and Issues, Alliance for Com
munity Development, 8 a.m., Nick's 
Pizza, 147 S. Main Street 

Nov. 7 Bazaar and Flea Market, Home and 
Garden Club, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. , St. 
Peter Church 

Nov. 7 Craft and Bake Sale, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
Robbins United Methodist Church. 

Nov. 10 City Council , 8 p.m. , City Hall 
Nov. 11 School Board, 7:30 p.m., High 

School Library 
Nov. 12 Downtown Development Authority, 

7:30 a.m., First of America Bank 
Nov. 16 Athletic Boosters, 7:30 p.m., High 

School Library 
Nov. 18 Eaton County Board of Commis

sioners, 9:30 a.m. , Courthouse, 
Charlotte 

Mayor Daniel Wrubel ..... . .... 663-5266 
663-8118 

Councilwoman Martha McFall. 663-5462 
Councilman Byron Sweer ... -.~ 663-8148 

663-8368 
Councilman Gerald Gillett ..... 663-6701 
City Manager Dennis Craun ... 663-8118 

COMPANIES LOCATE 

IN CITY'S INDUSTRIAL PARK 

One company has located its operations in the 
Eaton Rapids Industrial Park, another is con
structing its facility, another has purchased a 
lot, and several others have expressed interest 
in the Industrial Park. 

Kalkaska Construction Company, an oil field 
service firm, purchased the first lot in the 
Industrial Park in January 1986. By June of last 
year, they were ready to move their operations 
from 306 Brook Street to their new building on 
Hults Drive. Also operating out of Kalkaska's 
building at 1606 Hults Drive are JC Refuse, 
Grewe Production, and C & E Sales. 

KALKASKA CONSTRUCTION CO. 

Mid-State Industrial Leasing bought lot 10 in 
the Industrial Park in September this year. Plan
ning to move their lift-truck service operations 
from 231 S. Main Street, Mid-State has a 15,000 
square foot building under construction which 
they plan to move into by December 1. Bill 
Berry,company president, says Mid-State 
currently has nineteen employees and expects 
to increase personnel once the new facility is 
complete. The building was specifically 
designed for easy expansion if increased 
demand develops. 

Rapids Tumple Finish has purchased lot 9 in 
the Industrial Park, but plans for building are 
incomplete at this time. 

The city purchased the 31 acre Industrial Park 
site on Kinneville Road at the south city limits 
in 1984. During 1985 the site was platted into 
ten lots and a utility plan was developed. In 
1986 two streets to service parcels were built 
and named Hults Drive and Hamman Drive in 
recognition of two of the founders of Eaton 
Stamping Company. 

Most of Hults Drive is currently paved and the 
rest of it and all of Hamman Drive will be 
surfaced next year. All the lots are served by 
City three-phase electric, water, and a sanitary 
sewer has just been completed. Consumers 
Power Company natural gas and Michigan Bell 
telephone lines serve the lots also. 

Seven lots in the Industrial Park, ranging from 
1.14 to 4.34 acres, are available for purchase. 
Prices of the lots as established by City Council 
start at $14,360. Offers to purchase may be sub
mitted through any real estate broker. 

MID-STATE INDUSTRIAL 

STREET TREE REMOVAL POLICY REVIEWED 
Trees located on the right-of-way of City streets 
are maintained by the City. Tree main tenance 
includes trimming when required for safety and 
utility reasons, removal when a tree is deter
mined to be dead or dying , and replacing 
removed t rees with new plantings. 

City Council recently confirmed the City policy 
on tree removals . In the fall , crews will inspect 
trees and mark those which should be removed. 
Contact will be made by letter with the adjacent 
homeowner, so that any concerns the home
owner has may be addressed, and so that the 

.homeowner may indicate whether or not he 
wants the tree for his own use. In those cases 
where the homeowner does not want the wood 
for his own use, City crews will remove the 
wood for future sale. Money received from 
these sales is used to pu rchase replacement 
tree stock. 

As our street trees continue to age, each year 
more trees are identified for removal. If a street 
tree near your home is identified for removal 
this fall and you have a question about it , 
please contact City Hall. 

KYLE STREET/ MAIN STREET 
.INTERSECTION IS RELOCATED 

The intersection of Kyle Street with South Main 
Street is being relocated. Jointly funded by the 
City and the State Department of Transportation, 
the project will eliminate the t raffic hazard 
where Kyle Street entered South Main Street 
near the south entrance to Felpausch Food 
Center. Kyle Street will now intersect Main 
Street at a right angle about 200 feet south of 
the previous location. The area between 
Felpausch's driveway and the new intersection 
has been closed permanently. Construction 
should be completed by Nov. 13. 

l?lLf AREA PERMANENTLY CLOSED 

• NEW INTERSECTION WITH M-99 

Published semi-monthly by the CITY OF EATON RAPIDS for the informat ion of Eaton Rapids residents. 

Contact CITY HALL, 200 S. Main St. , 663-8118, .vith your suggestions, questions, or comments. 



Flashes Shopper's Gulde, Eaton Rapids, Michigan Tuesday, October 20, 1987 

DOWNTOWN 
VOLUME 1 NUMBER 3 

ISLAND CITY 
CHRISTMAS 

Planning for Island City Christmas has 
begun. Emily Hall is organizing the activities 
for Eaton Rapids Festivals, Inc. Anyone with 
activities, ideas, and suggestions should 
contact Emily at Old Mill Furniture, 663-4802. 

CITY COUNCIL 
REPORT 

October 12, 1987 
*Resolution approving application for 
Industrial Facilities Exemption Certifi
cate (tax abatement) filed by Mid-State 
Industrial Leasing, Inc., for 1601 Hults 
Drive adopted. 

*Resolution honoring volunteer fireman 
Dean Mills adopted. 

*McManus Farmland agreement ap
proved. 

*Name change of Tipperary Road to 
Feasel Street in Irish Downs subdivision 
approved. 

*Halloween Trick or Treat hours Satur
day, Oct. 31, 6 p.m. to 8 p.m., with fire 
siren to signal beginning and ending 
times, scheduled. 

*Statement read regarding Fire Protec
tion Services available. 

*Complete minutes are available at City 
Hall and the Public Library. 

MEETINGS 
AND EVENTS 

Oct. 21 Eaton County Board of Com
missioners, 9:30 a.m., Court
house, Charlotte 

· Oct. 21 Planning Commission, Master 
Plan work session, 7 p.m., City 
Hall 

Oct. 25 Peace Pole dedication, 12:30 
p.m., Island Park 

Oct. 27 City Council, 8 p.m., City Hall 
Oct. 28 School Board, 7:30 p.m., High 

School Library 
Oct. 29 Local Officers Compensation 

Commission, 7:30 p.m., City 
Hall 

Oct. 31 Halloween Trick or Treat hours, 
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. · 

Nov. 2 4th of July Committee, 7 p.m., 
City Hall 

Nov. 2 Planning Commission, 7:30 p.m. 
City Hall 

Nov. 3 City Election, 7 a.m. to 8 p.m., 
First United Methodist Church, 
600 S. Main Street 

Nov. 7 Eggs and Issues, Alliance for 
Commmunity Development, 8 
a.m., Nick's Pizza, 147 S. Main 
Street 

Nov. 7 Bazaar and Flea Market, Home 
and Garden club, 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m., St. Peter's Church 

Nov. 10 City Council 8 p.m ., City Hall 

Mayor Daniel Wrubel ... . ... . . . 663-5266 
. 663-8118 

Councilwoman Martha McFall . 663-5462 
Councilman Byron Sweet ..... 663·8148 

-663-8368 
Councilman Gerald Gillett. .. . . 663-6701 
City Manager Dennis Craun . . . 663-8118 

UNITED WAY CAMPAIGN BEGINS 

The 1987 United Way campaign in Eaton 
Rapids is off and running. A goal of $32, 150 
has been set, said Barbara Hastay-Weiss, 
campaign chairperson. 

Each year the United Way board reviews re
quests for support from local organizations 
and establishes allocations. This year's 
allocations are: 

American Red Cross ............ . .. $2500.00 
Boy Scouts ......................... 2500.00 
Bubbylonian Encounter .............. 500.00 
Eaton County Adult 
Handicapper Program ... . . . . . . . ... . . 1500.00 
Eaton County Child Abuse 
and Neglect Prevention Council ...... 500.00 
Eaton County Hospice .............. 1750.00 
Eaton County Substance Abuse ...... 500.00 
Eaton Rapids Mobile Meals . . ... . ... . . 300.00 
Eaton Rapids Pony 
Football Program .. . . . . . ............ 2000.00 
Eaton Rapids Senior 
Citizens Program ... . ... . . ... . . . . . . . 7500.00 
Eaton Rapids Summer 
Baseball/Softball ................... 3000.00 
Girl Scouts .......... . ... . ... . ..... . 2500.00 
Hearts and Hands . . .. . .. . .......... 1000.00 
Salvation Army ............. . ... . ... 2000.00 
Soccer Program ............ . ........ 250.00 
Summer High School Baseball . . ... . . 250.00 

• United Way of Michigan ............. 3600.00 

$321°50.00 

·ALLIANCE HOLDS 
FALL GATHERING 

The Alliance for Community Development 
held its annual Fall Gathering October 2 at 
the Miller Mansion on State Street. Fifty-six 
community members inspected the man
sion, currently under renovation by the 
Community Heritage Foundation, and then 
enjoyed dinner catered by Jeff Novak. Dinner 
music was provided by Michael Wallace and 
his talented son Shawn, a seventh-grader at 
Eaton Rapids Middle School. 

Alliance Chairman Ted Wilson introduced 
members of the Alliance Board and the 
Community Heritage Foundation. Mike 
DeGrow, chairman of the Foundation, re
viewed the group's purpose and plans for the 
Miller Mansion. Mayor Dan Wrubel com
mented on cooperative efforts by numerous 
groups to improve Eaton Rapids. 

Nick Nicholas presented the evening's 
program, "Development Opportunities in 
Eaton Rapids," explaining his firm's project 
sponsored by the Alliance to provide a 
market trend analysis of Eaton Rapids. Nick 
discussed how several development areas 
around town were .being identified, and how 
local focus groups and task forces were 
involved in the process. Specific develop
ment suggest ions and investor marketing 
concepts will be revealed in upcoming 
months. 

Eaton Rapids United Way depends upon the 
dedicated efforts of hardworking board 
members who volunteer to organize the 
annual campaign. This year's board members 
are: Mary Ann Nowak, President; Arie 
Verkaik, Secretary; Richalene Tierney, Vice
President; Sally VanDenBerg, Treasurer; 
Barbara Hastay-Weiss, Campaign Chairper
son; Michael Seeley, Joyce Dutrieux, June 
James, Doris Wonsor, and Joyce Showerman. 
Extra assistance in recordkeeping details is 
provided be Eaton Stamping Company. 

Contributions to the Eaton Rapids United 
Way may be mailed to P.O. Box 82, Eaton 
Rapids, Ml 48827. 

.PEACE POLE 
DEDICATION SET 

On Sunday, October 25 at 12:30 p.m., a Peace 
Pole will be dedicated on Island Park. The 
Peace Pole is a four-sided obelisk shaped 
column decorated with message plates bear" 
ing the inscription, "May Peace Prevail on 
Earth" in four languages. Provided by the 
First United Methodist Church as a Sesqui
centennial project, the Eaton Rapids Peace 
Pole will be inscribed in English, Spanish, 
Russian, and German. Everyone is invited to 
witness the dedication. 

LEAF BURNING 
RULES REVIEWED 

Fire Chief Richard Freer reminds residents to 
take appropriate precautions now that leaf. 
burning season has arrived. Chief Freer 
points out the following provisions of the 
City ordinance concerning open fires: 
(1) Don't burn leaves on any street, alley, or 

sidewalk. 
(2) Don't burn leaves with fn 25 feet of any 

building, or within 15 feet of adjoining 
property. 

(3) Don't burn leaves between sunset and 
sunrise. 

(4) A responsible person must monitor any 
burning of leaves until the fire is com
pletely extinguished. 

Chief Freer adds that it is unlawful to burn in 
the open any materials which create obnox
ious odors or toxic fumes. Only leaves and 
brush may be burned outside of a safe 
container. Any questions or complaints 
about open burning may be directed to the 
Fire Station, 663-2611. 

SALUTE 
To our new downtown businesses: Computer 
Shop at 119 S. Main, Movie Market at 115 S. 
Main , and Coplin Business Services, Inc. at 
142 N. Main. 

. Published semi-monthly by the CITY OF EATON RAPIDS for the information of Eaton Rapids residents. 

Contact CITY HALL, 200 S. Main St., 663·8118, with your suggest ions, questions, or comments. 
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INDUSTRIAL SURVEY IN PROGRESS 
The County of Eaton and the City of Eaton 
_Rapids cooperated with .Michigan Bell and 
the Regional Economic Development Team 
to survey twelve manufacturing firms in the 
Eaton Rapids area. 

Chief executive officers were first asked to 
fill out a questionnaire with financial and 
operating data about their companies. 

Local volunteers then spent about an hour 
with each chief officer asking questions 
about the company's customers, markets, 
competitors, and future plans. 

CITY COUNCIL 
'REPORT 

September 28, 1987 
*October 4-10 proclaimed Fire Preven
tion Week. 

*October 4-10 Public Power Week 
resolution adopted. 

*Traffic Control Orders 41 and 42 (King 
and Jennie, Jennie and W. Broad) 

· made permanent. 
*Ordinance 1987-9, changing regular 
City Council meetings to second and 
fourth Tuesdays adopted. 

*Corrected Resolution authorizing sale 
of Lot 10, Industrial Park, adopted. 

*Kunkel Farmland Agreement ap· 
proved. 

*Carl Ackley reappointment to Local 
Officers Compensation Commission 
confirmed. 

*Policy requiring offers to purchase 
Industrial Park lots to be submitted 
through real estate brokers adopted. 

*Change Order to Cadwell Brothers 
contract to add 260 feet of water main 
on S. Main Street approved. 

*Closed session for consultation with 
City Attorney regarding pending 
litigation held. 

*Complete minutes are available at City 
Hall and the Public Library. 

SCHEDULED 
MEETINGS 

Oct. 6 4th of July Committee, 7 p.m., 
City Hall. 

Oct. 8 DOA .Board, 7:30 a.m., First of 
America Bank. . 

Oct. 12 City Council, 8 p.m., City Hall. 
Oct. 13 Eaton County 1988 Budget and 

Tax Hearing, 6:30 p.m., Court· 
house, Charlotte 

Oct. 14 School Board, 7:30 p.m., High 
School Library. 

Oct. 19 E.R. Community Hospital 
Annual Meeting, 7:30 p.m., 
Hospital dining room. 

Oct. 27 City Council, 8 p.m., City Hall. 

Mayor Daniel Wrubel .......... 663-5266 
663-8118 

Councilwoman Martha McFall. 663-5462 
Councilman Byron Sweet ..... 663-8148 

663-8368 
Cou,ncilman Gerald Gillett. .... 663-6701 
City Manager Dennis Craun ... 663-8118 

Objectives of the survey were: to determine 
expansion and/or relocation plans, to 

_ determine future job training and recruitment 
needs, to obtain views of Eaton Rapids and 
the state as places to operate, to gain an 
understanding of the manufacturing 
community's views of its local 'government, 
and to establish an ongoing channel of 
communication between the firms and local 
government. 

.. 

Local: manufacturers surveyed were 
Michigan Packaging Company, Green Bay 
Food Company, Eaton Stamping Company, 

COUNCIL CANDIDATES 
CERTIFIED 

Seven candidates for the three City Council 
positions on the November 3 ballot have 
been certified. 

Timothy Aben, 1110 S., Main, and Sharon 
Lamie, 302 W. Plain, are running for the 
Precinct 1 seat. 

In Precinct 2 Michael Rocca, 3232 Kemler 
Road, and Byron Sweet, 435 Minerva, are 
competing. 

Gerald Gillett, 307 S. East, Stephen Guile, 
604 Cohalben, and Jean Kline, 502 Raeburn, 
are vying for the Precinct 3 seat. 

City electors will vote on Tuesday, November. 
3, from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. at the First United 
Methodist Church education wing, 600 S. 
Main Street. 

PUBLIC POWER WEEK 
October 4·10 

City Council passed a resolution designating 
Oct. 4·10 as Public Power Week in Eaton 
Rapids. The City joins 40 other municipally 
owned electric utilities in Michigan and 
some 2,000 public power systems across the 
nation in recognizing the benefits of our 
community owned electric system. 

The city electric system receives bulk energy 
from Consumers Power Company and the 
Michigan Public Power Agency and 
distributes electricity to about 2,000 
customers. Our connected load is 11,000 
KVA, with over 180 miles of conductors and 
over 1400 power poles delivering electricity 
to homes and businesses. 

CITY FACT 
Cities like Eaton Rapids are subdivisions of 
the State of Michigan. The State Constitution 
(most recently adopted in 1963) permits the 
State legislature to provide by statute for 
incorporation (orgaoization as a legal entity) 
of cities and for the electors of each 
incorporated city to adopt a city charter. The 
current Eaton Rapids City Charter took effect 
on May 6, 1963, and has been amended three 
times. 

LanDalet Manufacturing Company, Rapids 
Tumble Finish, Akemi Plastics, Kemco, 
Eaton Tool and Die, G & F Tool Products, 
Goodnoe Tool Products, Rapids Tool and 
Engineering, and Starr Tooling. 

Survey results will be presented to the 
companies and the public next spring. 

"This survey will provide the City with ways 
we can assist our local corporate citizens," 
said Mayor Daniel Wrubel. "It should also 
provide direction for sound economic 
development efforts at the local level." 

MASTER PLAN 
UNDERWAY 

Twenty-five intere~ted citizens heard details 
of the City's Master Plan project at a public 
meeting held September 30 at Union Street 
School. 

Along with City Planning Commissioners in 
attendance, they learned the scope of tQ_e 
project and expressed their opinions on what 
Eaton Rapids should become. 

Nick Evers, senior project planner from Gove 
Associates in Kalamazoo, explained the 
various areas to be addressed by the Plan 
and reviewed preliminary findings. A survey 
will be distributed later in the month to 
obtain a wider sample of opinions on what 
area residents would like to see in Eaton 
Rapids. 

For information on or questions about the 
Master Plan project, contact Neal Hart at 
663-8118 or any Planning Commission 
member. 

SEWER CONTRACT 
AWARDED 

· City Council has awarded the contract for 
installation of a 12-inch sanitary sewer from 
Marilin Street south to Kyle Street and along 
Kyle Street into the Industrial Park. The 
contract was awarded to the low bidder, 
Cadwell Brothers of Grand Ledge, for 
$105,723. 

Construction started on September 24 and 
should be completed by November 15. 
Funding for the project comes from special 
assessments on benefitted Kyle Street 
properties and from the City utility fund. A 
12-inch ·water main will be installed along S. 
Main Street from Marilin Street to Kyle Street 
at the same time. 

Upon completion · of the project, all parcels 
along Kyle Street will be able to use the City 
sewer system instead of on-site septjc tanks, 
and the Industrial Park will be fully served by 
City utilities. 

SALUTE 
To Kitchen Kollections and First of America 
Bank on their recent painting projects, good 
examples of Downtown businesses keeping 
our Downtown attractive . 
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Eaton ~Ra.pids merchants put fresh face on downtown 
By JOHN B. ALBRIGHT · 
Lansing State Journal 

EATON RAPIDS - Wjth a lead 
· · from City gov

ernment, Eaton 
Rapids ~er- · . 
chants are 
sprucing up the 
downtown · 
area , 
· f !Jr . . mc;ire 

than a weetc, 
workers and 
machines have 
pQunded oo a 
block of Ham

~vY · . Un .•eet 4lext 
to City Half in a $66,000 project to 
replace paving and give the area a 
turn pf Ute.century aura. 

The iinr>rovem~nt.zone reaches 
from Soutli Main to Hall Street. 
The frontage includes a bowling 

area, a furniture store, a plumb
ing/heating shop, a car wash and a 
defunct party store called Les and 
Babe's. 

Officials hope those retail oper
ators will make improvements to 
go with the street work, said Rick 
Monroe, the city's downtown de-

· velopment director. 
r· Meanwhile, Monroe said, severa' r.etaUers are expanding and de-
' velopiRg.the properties on nearby 
,South .Main Street: 
· • Lu Lu's Garden Restaurant, 
formerly Lu Lu's Cook Shack, has 
sprouted a curving, transparent 
roof over its spacious courtyard 
where fancy brick paving and 
trees are being installed. 

• A Quality Dairy is installing 
new gasoline tanks and "pumps, ' 
while preparing to build an adjoin
ing coin-operated laundry. 
· •The W.R. Thomas Family Va-

' ' There're a lot of things going on in Eaton Hapids, 
and people are going to move this way. ' ' 

Leigh Furgason, Eaton Rapids ·druggist 

riety Store, managed by Dan Levy, 
expanded last month into the for
mer Stahl's plumbing building to 
display a women's wear line. Levy 
also is president of the Eaton Rap
ids Merchants Organization. 

• Island Dance Center built a 
new facade around a pair of an
cient fluted pillars. 

•West Side Deli is building an 
outlet on South Main at State 
Street. 

•The front of Erica Lee's Fash-

ions was repainted last month. 
• Furgason's pharmacy and gift 

shop is expanding into the next
door storefront formerly occupied 
by the Peyton Place ceramics 
store. 

Leigh Furgason said he's invest
ing $60,000 in the expansion pro
ject, including the purchase of the 
storefront area :with· 22 feet of 
frontage. ,• 

He removed an old awning to 
recast the drug store front in the 

triple-arch mode of the adjoining 
ceramics store. 

"Eaton Rapids is going to grow 
and we want to grow with it," Fur
gason said. "There're a lot of 
things going on in Eaton Rapids, 
and people are going to move this 
way." · 

Furgason, an Eaton Rapids 
druggist for 17 years, said former
ly vacant storefronts are being 
filled up. 

"People were letting their build
ings run down, but now they're fix
ing them up," he said. 

Furgason said the Hamlin Street 
project inspired many of the pri
vate improvements. 

The Hamlin project is being 
funded by a combination of city 
utility funds and a tax diversion 
program, Monroe said. Four years 
ago, city officials marked a broad 

area of dow~ntown as a tax incre
ment district. 

Since 1986, property tax reve
nue increases resulting from ris
ing valuations of properties in the 
zone have been set aside for the 
Hamlin project and other works. 
The fund draws about $20,000 a 
year, according to City Manager 
Dennis Craun. , 

"All the improvement on Main 
Street has been privately funded," 
Monroe said. "There has been no 
assistance from federal, state or 
local government funds. The peo
ple here are investing in their own 
community." 

However, Monroe said the city 
is working with the Michigan De
partment of Commerce to tap up to 
$300,000 in federal development 
grants for public improvements. 


