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~Remodelec;I Eaton Rapids building 
retains its ol·d French atmosphere 
By HELEN CLEGG 
Stoff Writer 

EATON RAPIDS - One of Eaton Rapids' oldest 
buildings has been remodeled by the Nolan and DAi
las law firm to reflect its heritage and turn-of-the-
centurv charm. 1 . 

Built in the 1800s near what is now the U.S. Post 
Office, the old French-style block building probably 
wa!I u!lt:d Ci1 sl as a 1 t::;iJt:m:t:, :;aiJ lei w 1 t:llCt: P. Nu
hm, :n, st>ninr ~rtnPr. 

LAfER, If HOUMW a phystctan's ofttce, 1\1-
neral home, insurance agency and other attorneys' 
offices - including that of Richard Robinson, now 
an I!aton County Circuit Court jud~e. 

Nolan, Mike Dallas, and Julie Reineke figure 
their remodeled and enlarged quarters, which also 
provide office spncc three :Jecrctorics, ahould be 
should be good for 20 to :X> years of practicing law. 

Architect Michael Stein kept the building's some
what narrow width,' extending an addition about 45 
feet to the rear and adding an extra 1,000 square 
feet, Nolan· noted. 

With the remodeling, old and new blend as one 
with gleamin~ oak doors, wainscoating, desks and 
chairs - all tied together with "corporate leather" 
carpetillA - a r.orl of valvtll.Y lti.lllw-00, lleep nwl. 

coaling are more than 10 inches high, as in the origi-
nal building. . 

INSIDE, COI.ORF.n GI.ASS windows enchance 
thr. hnndiome library, entered through high, heuvy 
oak doors and equipped with an eight-foot-long oak 
library table with elephant legs purchased from lo 
cal resident Warren Hall. 

Colored gla~o; 111~0 r.omr"'~~s 1t 1.,..1t111irtil skyllght
i11 lhtl hallwHy, ~tw~~n thP nld Rnd new sectlOni. 
Oth1>r stained glass ls above the entry door - pact 
the frosted Q}ass of the rcccpboni:it's desk and 
gtldM Wltfi Old tash1oned pnnting. 

Lighting fixtures throu~out are antique bra!!S 
"stripped, buffed, and rewired," some with original 
~obes. , 

Stein designed lhe buillling lo be energy efficient 
and make use of natural light. 

THE CURVED WINDOWS, solid doors, brass fix
tures and other old things were collected mostly by 
Nolan over five years from many towns in the state. 
He went to auctions, rummage sales, flea markets, 

. houses being torn down. At the time, he said, he 
thought he was collecting for his future home. 

The conglomeration was put into just the right 
places by Stein - who also added the touch of can
vass chairs and plants. All the various wood_ pieces 
were made the same elowtne oak color by a Sliver 
Lead Paint Co. craftsman, a subcontractor of gen
eral contractor Charles Featherly. 

Outside windows are arched. Two magnificent 
ones in the rear look out over the Grand River from 
Nolan's office. Original glass in the antique windows 
was replaced with thermopane with removable 
wooden dividers to retain the period look but permit 

~easy washing. 

Also remodeled were the upstairs apartment and 
the basement. each with an additional 700 souare 
feet. The basement floor is painted the same color 
as the carpeting upstairs and will one day be used 
for an expanded secretarial staff. Nolan noted. 

Natural wood, stained glan highlight 
Lawrence Nolan's redecorated office. ~Ceilings rise 10 feet. Baseboards below the wains-

.. \ 
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Re.modeled aton Rapids building 
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retains its old Fre.rlch · atrriosphefe 
By HELEN CLEGG 
Stoff Writer 

EATON RAPIDS - One of Eaton Rapids' oldest 
buildings has been remode.led by the Nolan and Dal
las law firm to reflect its heritage and tum-of-the
century charm. 

O Built in the 1800s near what is now the U.S. ·Post 
Offi.ce, the old French-style block building probably 
was used first as a residence, said Lawrence P. No
lan, 31, senior partner. 

·LATER, IT HOUSED a physician's office, fu
neral home, insurance agency and other attorneys' 
offices - including that of Richard Ro.binson, now 
an Eaton County Circuit Court judge. · 

Nolan, Mike Dallas, and Julie Reineke figure 
their remodeled and enlarged quarters, which also 

coating are more than 10 inches high, as in' the origi
nal building. 

INSIDE, COLORED GLASS windows enchance 
the handsome library, entered through high, heavy 
oak doors and equipped with an eight-foot-long oak 
library table with elephant legs purchased from lo
cal resident Warren Hall. 

Colored glass also composes a beautiful skylight 
. in the hallway, between the old and new sections. 

Other stained glass is above the entry door - past 
the frosted glass of the receptionist's desk and 
gilded with old fashioned printing. · 

Lighting fixtures throughout ·are antique brass 
"stripped, buffed, and rewired," some with original 
globes. · ... 

·. Steil1 designed the building to be energy efficient 
and make use of natural light. · . 

provide office space three secretaries, should be THE CURVED WINDOWS, solid doors, brass fix-
should be good for 20 to 30 years of practicing law. tures and other old things were collected mostly by 
· Architect Michael Stein ·kept the building's some- , Nolan over five years from many towns in the state. 

what narrow width, extending an addition about 45 He went to auctions, rummage sales, flea markets, 
feet to the rear and adding an extra 1,000 square houses being tor:n down. At the time, he· said, he 
feet, Nolan noted. thought he was collecting for his future home .. 

With the remodeling, old and new blend as one The congl~meration was put into just. the right 
with gleaming oak doors, wainscoating, desks and places by Stein - who also added the touch of can
chairs - all tied· together with "corporate leather" vass chairs and plants. All the .various wood pieces 
carpeting - a sort of velvety textured, deep rust. were made the same glowing oak color by a Silver 

Outside windows are arched. Two magnificent Lead· Paint Co. craftsman, a subcontractor of gen-
ones in the rear look out over the Grand River from era! contractor Charles Featherly. 
Nolan's office. Original glass in the antique windows Also remodeled were the upstairs apartment and 
was replaced with thermopane with removable the basement. each with an additional 700 souare 
wooden dividers to retain the period look but permit feet. The basement floor is painted the saine color 
easy washing. . as the carpeting upstairs and will one day be. used Natural wood, stained gla5s highlight 

• 

. · Ceilings rise 10 feet. Baseboards below, the wains- for an expanded secretarial staff,Nolan noted. Lawrence-Nolan's redecorated office. 
·::;.:_;_1:;_;,,~~,,::_!:.J,1~.~-~.'-'.'._~·:;_i:.l_•-~.·;'.~-:~.;._: ..• ~.:.~.~,l~~';,,: .. ·.:_·.·~~~):~~·. ,..,.:_· ~:.'.: ·;.l ; •. • :·.::~:'.: ••• ···" ..... """ ~. ; • : .. ,,.,·.~.- ••• ·.: •• :;_ ... ~·!,:_ : •• "·:~_~ .•• : ·•. ':;~ ... ~.;. :,~ .. ~ ... ·::~;: .. :::;:::::.· : .. ;. ,') ::~ .'.: :· •. · .. ·~"": .. _:.: : ... :. ." • ' '· .. ·, . . •. , •. ' • . ' .·• '.. ... ,,. . • ' • 

-~ ' '-·· ~- - .. '.:. \~~J2~t~::fri.'.;:~~~tifil'.;;;~.rI~~h.\.iJ:1[·~~ ,;t~Z~B;~:.::·:::;§'.:t~f~;;i~L ... L.~,.::~,x:,~~':~~;~h:LJ~~~L .~L 



Analysis of the Homer Mineral Spring Water 
l-lade by Dr. D. L. Randall, of Albion College, August 15, 1944. 

The HORNER Magnetic Mineral Spring Water shows the following analysis: 
Grains per 

Gallon 
Silica . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .88 
Oxide of Iron . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .67 
Calcium Carbonate ............... 11.31 
Calcium Sulfate .................. 50.7 
l\Iagnesium Sulfate .............. 5.64 

Grains per 
Gallon 

Sodium Sulfate .................. 1.41 
Sodium Chloride . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.02 
Free Ammonia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .0076 
Albuminoid Ammoni:i . . . . . . . . . . . . . .0041 



~=:==~1~~ 
--~- E !!{!>. ATON RAPIDS has been famous for it's mineral springs for 

H 
many years, and in the Gay Nineties had several hotels which 

- maintained bathing establishments which were equipped with 1· -

. facilities for the application of the science of hydrotherapy. 

~ The Horner mineral spring is one of a number of springs ~ 
found in Eaton Rapids, the waters of which have a high mineral ,~=

content, and this spring is considered one of the most outstanding springs in this' 
part of the Country because of the pleasant palatability of this crystal clear water. 
This delightful drinking water is pumped throughout our entire plant for the bene-
fit of our employees. 

Some of the old timers in Eaton Rapids today relate stories of inrnlids who 
were brought to Eaton Rapids in wheel chairs, on stretchers, and on crutches, 
and after bathing in and partaking of the crystal waters from the local magnetic ~ 
mineral springs, they have departed leaving thetr crutches, wheel chairs and 
stretchers behind, as evidence of the remarkable curative properties of these mag- -~-
netic mineral spring waters. @:I: 

~ _
1
= Visit the HORNER WOOLEN MILLS COMPANY at Eaton Rapids, -~-

Michigan, and partake of this wonderful health-giving water. I 
!J! 

/(~·~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~+~~ 
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~ ~fade by Dr. D. L. Randall, of Albion College, August 15, 1944. 

~ The HORNER :Magnetic Mineral Spring Water shows the following analysis: 
~ Grains per Grains per 
+~ Gallon Gallon 
~ Silica · · · · · · · · · · · · • · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·88 Sodium Sulfate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41 ~.fc,;5 Oxide of Iron . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .67 I. 
.Y.e) Calcium Carbonate ............... 11.31 Sodium Chloride ................. 1.02 
~. · Calcium Sulfate .................. 50.7 Free Ammonia . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .0076 
~ Magnesium Sulfate .............. 5.64 Albuminoid Ammonia . . . . . . . . . . . . . .0041 

L::=:::=AAJAN@(CY~~~E0!a00tol')n~R~afJJlpi~~soc.ei, ®:M~ic~hi~gan~~ 

The Home of Horner \Yoolens 

Analysis of the Homer Mineral Spring Water 



ATON RAPIDS has been famous for it's' mineral springs for 
many years, and in the Gay Nineties had several hotels which 
maintained bathing establishments which were equipped with 
facilities for the application of the science of hydrotherapy. 

The Horner mineral spring is one of a number of springs 
found in Eaton Rapids, the waters of which have a high mineral 

content, and this spring is considered one of the most outstanding springs in this 
part of the Country because of the pleasant palatabili.ty of this crystal clear water. 
This delightful drinking water is pumped throughout our entire plant for the bene
fit of our employees. 

Some of the old timers in Eaton Rapids today relate stories of invalids who 
were brought to Eaton Rapids in w.heel chairs, on stretchers, and on crutches, 
and after bathing in and partaking of the crystal waters from the local magnetic 
mineral springs, they have departed leaving thek crutches, wheel chairs and 
stretchers behind, as evidence of the remarkable curative properties of these mag
netic mineral spring \vaters. 





A TON RAPIDS has been famous for it's mineral springs for 
many years, and in the Gay Nineties had several hotels which 
maintained bathing establishments which were equipped with 
facilities for the application of the science of hydrotherapy. 

The Horner mineral spring is one of a number of springs 
found in Eaton Rapids, the waters of- which have a high mineral 

content, and this spring is considered one of the most outstanding springs in this 
part of the Country because of the pleasant palatability of this crystal clear water. 
This delightful drinking water is pumped throughout our entire plant for the bene
fit of our employees. 

Some of the old timers in Eaton Rapids today relate stories of im·alids who 
were brought to Eaton· Rapids in w.heel chairs, on stretchers, and on crutches, 
and after bathing in and partaking of the crystal waters from the local magnetic ~ 
mineral springs, they have departed leaving thdr crutches, wheel chairs and ~. ~
stretchers behind, as evidence of the remarkable curative properties of these mag- ~1' 
netic mineral spring waters. I 
Visit the HORNER WOOLEN MILLS COMPANY at Eaton Rapids, : ~-

Michigan, and partake of this wonderful health-giving water. I 
"¢! 
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->l Visit the HORNER WOOLEN MILLS COMPANY at Eaton Rapids, 

Michigan, and partake of this wonderful health-giving water. 



Analysis of the Homer Mineral Spring Water 
Made by Dr. D. L. Randall, of Albion College, August 15, 1944. 

The HORNER Magnetic Mineral Spring \Vater shows the following analysis: 
Grains per 

Gallon 
Silica . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .88 
Oxide of Iron . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .67 
Calcium Carbonate ............... 11.31 
Calcium Sulfate .................. 50.7 
Magnesium Sulfate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . S.64 

Grains per 
Gallon 

Sodium Sulfate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.41 
Sodium Chloride . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.02 
Free Ammonia ...... : . . . . . . . . . . . . .0076 
Albuminoid Ammonia . . . . . . . . . . . . . .0041 

HORNER WOOLEN MILLS COMP ANY - Eaton Rapids, Michigan 



A TON RAPIDS has been famous for it's mineral springs for 
many years, and in the Gay Nineties had several hotels which 
maintained bathing establishments which were equipped with 
facilities for the application of the science of hydrotherapy. 

The Horner mineral spring is one of a number of springs 
found in Eaton Rapids, the waters of which have a high mineral 

content, and this spring is considered one of the most ·outstand1ng springs in this 
part of the Country because of the pleasant palatabili.ty of this crystal clear water. 
This delightful drinking \\"ater is pumped throughout our entire plant for the bene- *" 
fit of our employees. 

Some of the old timers in Eaton Rapids today relate stories of im·alids who 
were brought to Eaton Rapids in w.heel chairs, on stretchers, and on crutches, 
and after bathing in and partaking of the crystal waters from the local magnetic 
mineral springs, they have departed leaving theLr crutches, wheel chairs and 
stretchers behind, as evidence of the remarkable curative properties of these mag
netic mineral spring waters. i Visit the HORNER WOOLEN MILLS COMPANY at Eaton Rapids, ~ 

Michigan, and partake of this wonderful health-giving water. t 
i#f 
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The Home of Horner 'Voolens 

Analysis of the Homer Mineral Spring Water 
l-fade by Dr. D. L. Randall, of Albion College, August 15, 1944. 

The HORNER Magnetic Mineral Spring Water shows the following analysis: 
Grains per 

Gallon 
Sodium Sulfate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.41 
Sodium Chloride . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.02 
Free Ammonia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .0076 
Albuminoid Ammonia . . . . . . . . . . . . . .0041 
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THE HORNER MINERAL SPRING 
A TON RAPIDS has been famous for it's mineral springs for 
many years, and in the Gay Nineties had several hotels which 
maintained bathing establishments which were equipped with 
facilities for the application of the science of hydrotherapy. 

The Horner mineral spring is one of a number of springs 
found in Eaton Rapids, the waters of which have a high mineral 

content, and this spring is considered one of the most outstanding springs in this 
part of the Countr.y because of the pleasant palatabili.ty of this crystal clear water. 
This delightful drinking water is pumped throughout our entire plant for the bene-
fit of our employees. 

Some of the old timers in Eaton Rapids today relate stories of im·alids who 
were brought to Eaton Rapids in w.heel chairs, on stretchers, and on crutches, 
and after bathing in and partaking of the crystal waters from the local magnetic ;.( 
mineral springs, they have departed leaving their crutches, wheel chairs and 1~
stretchers behind, as evidence of the remarkable curative properties of these mag-
netic mineral spring waters. • 

Visit the HORNER WOOLEN MILLS COMPANY at Eaton Rapids, ·~~-

Michigan, and partake of this wonderful health-giving water. ~ 
~ 

/{~ ~~~~~~~~~i~~ 



The Home of Horner \Voolens 

Analysis of the Homer Mineral Spring Water 
).fade by Dr. D. L. Randall, of Albion College, August 15, 1944. 

The HORNER Magnetic Mineral Spring Water shows the following analysis: 
Grains per 
• Gallon 

Sodium Sulfate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.41 
Sodium Chloride ................. 1.02 
Free Ammonia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .0076 
Albuminoid Ammonia ......... : . . . .0041 



~::~,~ 
~ E ~ ATON RAPIDS has been famous for it's mineral springs for 
~ many years, and in the Gay Nineties had several hotels which 
--~.-. maintained bathing establishments which were equipped with ~ 
:t{P facilities for the application of the science of hydrotherapy. ~ 

i The Horner mineral spring is one of a number of springs -~-
,)@ found in Eaton Rapids, the waters of which have a higli mineral 
-»! content, and this spring is considered one of the most outstanding springs in this 

part of the Country because of the pleasant palatability of this crystal clear water. 
This delightful drinking water is pumped throughout our entire plant for the bene
fit of our employees. 

Some of the old timers in Eaton Rapids today relate stories of invalids who 
were brought to Eaton Rapids in w.heel chairs, on stretchers, and on crutches, 
and after bathing in and partaking of the crystal waters from the local magnetic 
mineral springs, they have departed leaving their crutches, wheel chairs and ~
stretchers behind, as evidence of the remarkable curative properties of these mag- !.·'«-
netic mineral spring waters. ~ 

Visit the HORNER WOOLEN MILLS COMPANY·at Eaton Rapids, -~~-

Michigan, and partake of this wonderful health-giving water. . I 
rJl 
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j E ATON RAPIDS has heen famous for it's mineral springs for 

many years, and in the Gay Nineties had several hotels which 
maintained bathing establishments which were equipped with ~ 
facilities for the application of the science of hydrotherapy. ~ 

The Horner mineral spring is one of a number of springs ~ 
found in Eaton Rapids, the waters of which have a high mineral ~ 

content, and this spring is considered one of the most outstanding springs in this ,. -
part of the Country becaµse of the pleasant palatability of this crystal clear water. 
This delightful drinking water is pumped throughout our entire plant for the bene-
fit of our employees. __ 

Some of the old timers in Eaton l{apids today relate stories of invalids who 
were brought to Eaton Rapids in wheel chairs, on stretchers, and on crutches, 
and after bathing in and partaking of the crystal waters from the local magnetic ~-""--
mineral springs, they have departed leaving their crutches, wheel chairs and ~. 
stretchers behind, as. evidence of the remarkable curative properties of these mag- ~ 
netic mineral spring waters. @:I? 

~ 
~ Visit the HORNER WOOLEN MILLS COMPANY at Eaton Rapids, 

Michigan, and partake of this wonderful health-giving water. I 
~ 

~~~~~~~~~~~~1~.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~f'~·' 



Analysis of the Homer Mineral Spring Water 
llfade by Dr. D. L. Randall, of Albion College, August 15, 1944. 

The HORNER Magnetic Mineral Spring Water shows the following analysis: 
Grains per 

Gallon 
Silica ..................... ·'· . . . . .88 
Oxide of Iron ....... :·........... .67 
Calcium Carbonate ............•.. 11.31 
Calcium Sulfate .................. SO. 7 
l\Iagnesium Sulfate .............. 5.64 

Grains per 
Gallon 

Sodium Sulfate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.41 
Sodium Chloride . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.02 
Free Ammonia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .0076 
Albuminoid Ammonia ... :. . . . . . . . . .0041 



THE HORNER MINERAL SPRING 
A TON RAPIDS has been famous for it's mineral springs for 
many years, and in the Gay Nineties had several hotels which 
maintained bathing establishments which were equipped with 
facilities for the application of the science of hydrotherapy. 

The Horner mineral spring is one of a number of springs 
found in Eaton Rapids, the waters of which have a high mineral 

content, and this spring is considered one of the most outstanding springs in this 
part of the Country because of the pleasant palatability of this crystal. clear water. 
This delightful drinking water is pumped throughout our entire plant for the bene
fit of our employees. 

Some of the old timers in Eaton Rapids today relate stories of inyalids who 
were brought to Eaton Rapids in w.heel chairs, on stretchers, and on crutches, 
and after bathing in and partaking of the crystal waters from the local magnetic 
mineral springs, they have departed leaving thek crutches, wheel chairs and 

r stretchers behind, as evidence of the remarkable curative properties of these mag
netic mineral spring waters. 







The Home of Horner \Voolens 

Analysis of the Homer Mineral Spring Water 
Made by Dr. D. L. Randall, of Albion College, August 15, 1944. 

The HORNER Magnetic Mineral Spring Water shows the following analysis: 
Grains per 

Gallon 
Silica . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .88 
Oxide of Iron . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . .67 
Calcium Carbonate ............... 11.31 
Calcium Sulfate .................. 50.7 
l\Iagnesium Sulfate .............. 5.64 

Grains per 
Gallon 

Sodium Sulfate .................. 1.41 
Sodium Chloride . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.02 
Free Ammonia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .0076 
Albuminoid Ammonia . . . . . . . . . . . . . .0041 



Some of the -old timers in Eaton Rapids today relate stories of im·alids who 
were brought to Eaton Rapids in w.heel chairs, on stretchers, and on crutches, 
and after bathing in and partaking of the crystal waters from the local magnetic 
mineral springs, they have departed leaving their crutches, wheel chairs and 
stretchers behind, as evidence of the remarkable curative properties of these mag
netic mineral .spring waters. 



~fade by Dr. D. L. Randall, of Albion College, August 15, 1944. 

The HORNER 1fagnctic Mineral Spring Water shows the following analysis: 
Grains per 

Gallon 
Silica . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .88 
Oxide of Iron . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .67 
Calcium Carbonate ............... 11.31 
Calcium Sulfate .................. SO. 7 
:lfagnesium Sulfate .............. 5.64 

Sodium Sulfate ................. . 
Sodium Chloride ................ . 
Free Ammonia .................. . 
Alburninoid Ammonia ............ . 

Grains per 
Gallon 

1.41 
1.02 

.0076 

.0041 

HORNER WOOLEN MILLS COMP ANY Eaton Rapids, Michigan 



~~=====~1~ I rn ATON RAPIDS has been famous for it's mineral springs for 
~ many years, and in the Gay Nineties had several hotels which 
~~ maintained bathing establishments which were equipped with ~ 
~ facilities for the application of the science of hydrotherapy. ~ 

~ The Horner mineral spring is one of a number of springs ~ 
found in Eaton Rapids, the waters of which have a high mineral ~ 

content, and this spring is considered one of the most outstanding springs in this ~-
part of the Country because of the pleasant palatability of this crystal clear water. 
This delightful drinking water is pumped throughout our entire plant for the bene- . ~ 
fit of our employees. I 

Some of the old timers in Eaton Rapids today relate stories of inrnlids who 
were brought to Eaton Rapids in w.heel chairs, on stretchers, and on crutches, 
and after bathing in and partaking of the crystal waters from the !peal magnetic @ 

mineral springs, they have departed leaving thdr crutches, wheel chairs and ~ 
stretchers behind, as evidence of the remarkable curative properties of these mag- ~~.·.\<" 
netic mineral spring waters. 

' Visit the HORNER WOOLEN MILLS COMPANY at Eaton Rapids, 
Michigan, and partake of this wonderful health-giving water. ~ 

~ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~..:\~ 





A TON RAPIDS has been famous for it's mineral springs for 
many years, and in the Gay Nineties had several hotels which 
maintained bathing establishments which were equipped with 
facilities for the application of the science of hydrotherapy. 

The Horner mineral spring is one of a number of springs 
found in Eaton Rapids, the waters of which have a high mineral 

content, and this spring is considered one of the most outstanding springs in this 
part of the Country because of the pleasant palatability of this crystal clear water. 
This delightful drinking water is pumped throughout our entire plant for the bene
fit of. our employees. 

Some of the old timers in Eaton Rapids today relate stories of im·alids who 
were brought to Eaton Rapids in wheel chairs, on stretchers, and on crutches, 
and after bathing in and partaking of the crystal waters from the local magnetic 
mineral springs, they have departed leaving thdr crutches, wheel chairs and 
stretchers behind, as evidence of the remarkable curative properties of these mag~ 
netic mineral spring waters. 

it{ 
I 

Visit the HORNER WOOLEN MILLS COMPANY at Eaton_ Rapids, i 
Michigan, and partake of this wonderful health-giving water. l 

if,f 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~,~~~~~~~~+~~ 



The Home of Horner 'Voolens 

Analysis of the Homer Mineral Spring Water 
1fade by Dr. D. L. Randall, of Albion College, August 15, 1944. 

The HORNER !\fagnetic Mineral Spring ·water shows the following analysis: 
Grains per 

-~ Gallon 
--~I~·. Silica . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .88 .!! Oxide of Iron . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .67 

Calcium Carbonate ............... 11.31 
Calcium Sulfate .................. 50. 7 

Grains per 
Gallon 

1.41 
1.02 

.0076 

.0041 

Sodium Sulfate ................. . 
Sodium Chloride ................ . 
Free Ammonia .................. . 
Albuminoid Ammonia ............ . -~ Magnesium Sulfate 

1 
••• ••••••••••• 5.64 

L:=:!::AN~Y~~~Ea~t~on~R~a~.p~i:~s,~M~i~ch~ig%§a®ln~ 



A TON RAPIDS has been famous for it's mineral springs for 
many years, and in the Gay Nineties had several hotels which 
maintained bathing establishments which were equipped with 
facilities for the application of the science of hydrotherapy. 

The Horner mineral spring is one of a number of springs 
found in Eaton Rapids, the waters of which have a high mineral 

content, and this spring is considered one of the most outstanding springs in this 
part of the Country because of the pleasant palatability of this crystal clear water. 
This delightful drinking water is pumped throughout our entire plant for the bene
fit of our employees. 

Some of the old timers in Eaton Rapids today relate stories of invalids who 
were brought to Eaton Rapids in w.heel chairs, on stretchers, and on crutches, 
and after bathing in and partaking of the crystal waters from the local magnetic 
mineral springs, they have departed leaving their crutches, wheel chairs and 
stretchers behind, as evidence of the remarkable curative properties of these mag
netic mineral spring waters. 

Visit the HORNER WOOLEN MILLS COMPANY at Eaton Rapids, 
Michigan, and partake of this wonderful health-giving water. 





'. J.~ll 
ATON RAPIDS has been famous for it's mineral springs for 
many years, and m the Gay Nineties had several hotels which 
maintained bathing establishments which were equipped with ~ 
facilities for the application of the science of hydrotherapy. ~ 

The Horner mineral spring is one of a number of springs ~ 
found in Eaton Rapids, the waters of which have a high mineral 

1
~~ 

content, and this spring is considered one of the most outstanding springs in this 
part of the Country because of the pleasant palatability of this crystal clear water. 
This delightful drinking water is pumped throughout our entire plant for the bene-
fit of our employees. 

Some of the old timers in Eaton Rapids today relate stories of inrnlids who ©' 
were brought to Eaton Rapids in wheel chairs, on stretchers, and on crutches, ®'> 
and after bathing in and partaking of the crystal waters from the local magnetic 1'!!1~
mineral springs, they have departed leaving thek crutches, wheel chairs and 
stretchers behind, as evidence of the remarkable curative properties of these mag-

~ netic mineral spring waters. ~ 

I Visit the HORNER WOOLEN MILl...5 COMPANY at Eaton Rapids, · ~ 

Michigan, and partake of this wonderful health-giving water. I 
~ 

/{~ ~~~~*'~t~i~~~~ 



Analysis of the Homer Mineral Spring Water 
1'.Iade by Dr. D. L. Randall, of Albion College, August 15, 1944. 

The HORNER Magnetic Mineral Spring \\Tater shows the following analysis: 

Sodium Sulfate ................. . 
Sodium Chloride .....•........... 
Free Ammonia .................. . 
Albuminoid Ammonia ............ . 

Grains per 
Gallon 

1.41 
1.02 

.0076 

.0041 

Eaton Rapids, Michigan 



~~~~~~J~~VJ*~~~tf 

THE HORNER MINERAL SPRING 1== 
A TON RAPIDS has been famous for it's mineral springs for 
many years, and in the Gay Nineties had several hotels which 
maintained bathing establishments which were equipped with I 
facilities for the application of the science of hydrotherapy. 

The Horner mineral spring is one of a number of springs 
, found in Eaton Rapids, the waters of which have a high mineral ·~-

content, and this spring is considered one of the most outstanding springs in this 
part of the Country because of the pleasant palatabili.ty of this crystal clear water. 
This delightful drinking water is pumped throughout our entire plant for the bene
fit of our employees. 

Some of the old timers in Eaton Rapids today relate stories of invalids who 
were brought to Eaton Rapids in w.heel chairs, on stretchers, and on crutches, 
and after bathing in and partaking of the crystal waters from the local magnetic 
mineral springs, they have departed leaving the~r crutches, wheel chairs and 
stretchers behind, as evidence of the remarkable curative properties of these mag
netic mineral spring waters. 

Visit the HORNER WOOLEN MILLS COMPANY at Eaton Rapids, 
Michigan, and partake of this wonderful health-giving water. 



The Home of Horner 'Voolens 

Analysis of the Homer Mineral Spring Water 
1fade by Dr. D. L. Randall, of Albion College, August 15, 1944. 

The HORNER 1vfagnetic Mineral Spring \Vater shows the following analysis: 
Grains per 

Gallon 
Silica . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .88 
Oxide of Iron . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .67 
Calcium Carbonate ............... 11.31 
Calcium Sulfate .................. 50.7 
)lagnesium Sulfate .............. 5.64 

Sodium Sulfate ................. . 
Sodium Chloride ................ . 
Free Ammonia .................. . 
Albuminoid Ammonia ............ . 

Grains per 
Gallon 

1.41 
1.02 

.0076 

.0041 

Eaton Rapids, Michigan 
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--=i·~ E THE .HORNER MINERAL SPRING I 
ATON RAPIDS has been famous for it's mineral springs for 
many years, and in the Gay Nineties had several hotels which 

facilities for the application of the science of hydrotherapy. 
maintained bathing establishments which were equipped with I 

<f§5 
~ The Horner mineral spring is one of a number of springs ~ 
-~ · found in Eaton Rapids, the waters of which have a high mineral l~---

content, and this spring is considered one of the most outstanding springs in this 
part of the Country because of the pleasant palatability of this crystal clear water. 
This delightful drinking water is pumped throughout our entire plant for the bene-
fit of our employees. 

Some of the old timers in Eaton Rapids today relate stories of i1walids who 
were brought to Eaton Rapids in wheel chairs, on stretchers, and on crutches, 

- and after bathing in and partaking of the crystal waters from the local magnetic 1~
mineral springs, they have departed leaving thdr crutches, wheel chairs and ~-~-
stretchers behind, as evidence of the remarkable curative properties of these mag-
netic mineral spring waters. 

~ Visit the HORNER WOOLEN MILLS COMPANY at Eaton R~pids, ~ 
Michigan, and partake of this wonderful health-giving water. ~ 

. . . . "" . . If!!!" 
~~~~~~~~m~~~~w.~~~~-r~~:~~~-
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~ THE HORNER MINERAL SPRING 1::· 
ll £ ATON RAPIDS has been famous for it's mineral springs for 
~ n1any years, and in the Gay Nineties had several hotels which 
-1: »- maintained bathing· establishments which were equipped with ~ 
-~- facilities for the application of the science of hydrotherapy. ~ 

~~G· The Horner mineral spring is one of a number of springs ~} 
found in Eaton Rapids, the waters of which have a high mineral ~ 

content, and this spring is considered one of the most outstanding springs in this I 
part of the Country because of the pleasant palatabiti.ty of this crystal clear water. -
This delightful drinking water is pumped throughout our entire plant for the bene- ·~ 

fit of our employees. I 
Some of the old timers in Eaton Rapids today relate stories of in\'alids who ~-

were brought to Eaton Rapids in wheel chairs, on stretchers, and on crutches, 
and after bathing in and partaking of the crystal waters from the local magnetic ~ 
mineral. springs, they have departed leaving their crutches, wheel chairs and · ~
stretchers behind, as evidence of the remarkable curative properties of these mag- ~ 
netic mineral spring waters. · ~ 

Visit the HORNER WOO~EN MILLS COMPANY at Eaton Rapids, ~ 
Michigan, and partake of this wonderful health-giving water. I 

i:iff 
n~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~1~~~~ 



~~· 
~ THE. HORNER MINERAL SPRING 1-
1:.'!l ATON RAPIDS has been famous for it's mineral springs for 
~ many years, and in the Gay Nineties had several hotels which 
~ maintained bathing establishments which were equipped with ~ 
~ facilities for the application of the science of hydrotherapy. ~ 

~I: The Horner mineral spring is one of a number of springs ~ 
found in Eaton Rapids, the waters of which have a high mineral· % 

- · content, and this spring is considered one of the most outstanding springs in this ·1· 
-~ part of the Country because of the pleasant palatability of this crystal clear water. · 

This delightful drinking water is pumped throughout our entire plant for the bene-
fit of our employees. ~ 

Some of the old timers in Eaton Rapids today relate stories of im·alids who ~~~-
were brought to Eaton Rapids in w.heel chairs, on stretchers, and on crutches, 
and after bathing in and partaking of the crystal waters from the local magnetic 
mineral springs, they have departed leaving theLr crutches, wheel chairs and ~ 
stretchers behind, as evidence of the remarkable curative properties of these mag- ~1; 
netic mineral spring waters. i 

-
=i y-,.~:=.::~=~~:.I~d=~:::v~;::-:;do, ~ 

~ 
~~~~~~~~~ ~ /'{~l;t. ~~~~~+~~+~~~~~~~+~~ 



Made by Pr. D. L. Randall, of Albion College, August 15, 1944. 
The HORNER Magnetic Mineral Spring Water shows the following analysis: 

Grains per 
Gallon 

Sodium Sulfate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.41 
Sodium Chloride . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.02 
Free Ammonia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .0076 
Albuminoid Ammonia . . . . . . . . . . . . . .0041 



r--=~1~ ~ E . &> ATON RAPIDS has been famous for it's mineral springs for 

i
~ · many years, and in the Gay Nineties had several hotels which 
~"·. maintained bathing establishments which were equipped with ~ 
'<- facilities for the application of the science of hydrotherapy. ~ 

I The Horner mineral spring is one of a number of springs ~ 
fou::id in Eaton Rapids, the waters of which have a high mineral ~-

content, and this spring is considered one of the most outstanding springs in this ~i! 
· part of the Country because of the pleasant palatability of this crystal clear water. ®" 

This delightful drinking water is pumped throughout our entire plant for the bene- I~= 
fit of our employee3. .. 

Some of the old timers in Eaton Rapids today relate stories of invalids who 
were fbroubghth .to ~atond Rapidsk. in wfhehel chairs,

1 
on stretcf hers, hand

1 
oaln crutche?, ~ 

and a ter at mg m an parta mg o t e crysta waters rom t e oc magnetic ~ 
mineral springs, they have departed leaving their crutches, wheel chairs and ·"~
stretchers behind, as evidence of the remarkable curative properties of these mag- ~ 
netic mineral spring waters. I 
Visit the HORNER WOOLEN MILLS COMPANY at Eaton Rapids, · ~-

Michigan, and partake of this wonderful health-giving water. ~ 
~ 
~ 
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Analysis of the Homer Mineral Spring Water 
Made by Dr. D. L. Randall, of Albion College, Atigust 15, 1944. 

The HORNER Magnetic Mineral Spring \'\Tater shows the following analysis: 
Grains per Grains per 

Gallon 
Silica . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .88. 
Oxide of Iron . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .67 
Calcium Carbonate ............... 11.31 
Calcium Sulfate .................. SO. 7 

Gallon 
Sodium Sulfate .................. 1.41 
Sodium Chloride . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.02 
Free Ammonia .......... .'...... . . .0076 

:lfagnesium Sulfate .............. 5.64 Albuminoid Ammonia . . . . . . . . . . . . . .0041 

HORNER WOOLEN MILLS COMP ANY Eaton Rapids, Michigan 



~~,M"I'~· 
Ji·_ ' THE 'HORNER MINERAL SPRING I · 
~- A TON RAPIDS has hf'f'n famous for it's mineral springs for I 
'~ many years, and in the Gay Nineties had several hotels which ~ 
--~· maintained bathing establishments which. were equipp,ed with ~ . 
~ facilities for• the application of the science of hydrotherapy~ ~ 

. ~ The Horner mineral spring is one of a number of springs ~ 
~ found in Eaton Rapids, the waters o.f which have a high mineral % 

I cdntent, and this spring ·is considered one of the most outstanding springs in this ~
- · part of the Country because of the pleasant palatabili.ty of this crystal dear water. ~. 

T. his delightful drinking water is pu.mped throughout our entire plant for the bene- ~ 

--:--,,,_... I= fit of our employees. 

Some of the old timers in Eaton Rapids today relate stories of invalids who 
- • were brought to, Eaton Rapids in w.heel chairs, on stretc!'!ers, and on cn!tches, ~ 
- · and after bathing in and partaking of the crystal waters from the local magnetic ~ 

mineral springs, they have departed leaving thdr crutches, wheel chairs and · ~,I stretchers behind, as evidence of the remarkable curativ. e pro'perties of these mag- I 

I 
netic mineral spring waters. · @.)(, 

-~ ~ 
-~ Visit the HORNER WOOLEN MILLS COMPANY at Eaton Rapids, ! 
~ l\'.li~higan, and- partake of this wonderful health-giving water. ~ 
i@ . '¢! 
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Free Press Staff Wrlt~r 

LA NS"/ NG 

MAsotJ 

LOPATED JUST to the west of Michigan's 
capital,· Eaton County is an interesting mixture 

l of. rural. and city life: . . · . 
I,· In Charlotte, 'the· county seat, the old conser.vative 

ways are rapidly losing ground. 

.. Younger men are moving up iq. the seats of govern
ment and the .111ating. CIJII ·is being soun!l~d for new 

Industries. 

Duane Wert~ was elected as mayor last year,·the first' 

1 
Demoerat, to. hold that office 'that anyon.e can remember:· 

I• · Grand Le1dge on _the northern friJ!ge of the county is .. 
I, 

another busy town with many prosperous smal~ factories. 
But the rest of the county remains largely agricultural 

and .the ·land owners show no sign ~f wanting a change. 
Charlotte has a · modern ' . • . 

high school, with an indoor · Republican Tribune for the 
swimming pool. past ·year. 1 

The pooi was built with a 
$150,000 contribution by an 
anonymous d o n o r several 
years ago. ' 

, In the surroundirig town
s~ips one-room grade schools 
.still dot the landscape. 

"We're consolidating these 
small schools as• .fast as we 
cam" says Wendell H. Ander°' 
son, county superintendent of 
schools. 

"Last year we had 64 coun
ty schopls. _This year there 
are only 48. .. . "' 

"IT WON'T be long before 
·an our schools are as modern 

· as any in the state." 
One-room. schools or not, 

. young Eatonians are soaking 

; 

"We have a lot of prob- . 
Iems h·e,·e, but we're doing our 

. best to_ take care 9f them,'!, 
he said. · 

"Charlotte .used to be ·al
most all agricultural.· ~o~ 
it's getting to be a real city. 

"You can ·see ,a growing 
change in the attitude of t)l.e 
community. .. . . 
· "WE'RE RIGHT in_ the 
middle of . a roa9 network 

up higher education as fast 

I
, as they _c_an. · 

The county is situated in 
the center· of. ~he state's col-
lege belt. and ~lasses are easy 

, to reach. · · 

' Olivet College, a liberal ' 
I, arts school operated by the' 

C_ongregational Church, is Jo-
. cated in' Olivet in the south-
; west part of· the county.-

Other students ·attend the 
state universities at Lansing 
or Anr Arbor or Albion Col
lege ·jus~ 2~ ·miles away in 
Albion. .. . . 

THERE A RE no daily 
, papers published in the 

county. Nine weeklies keep 
th e res~dents informed . of 
local doings. 

Harold Weinman, formerly 
of Lansing, has been associ
ate editor o~ the Charlotte 

·Conservative 
. / . . 

Ways ,, ;Fading 

which makes· our future pos
sibilities almost unlimited .. 
P~ople are beginning to reai-
ize that fact." · 

.,,, Courity Agricultural Agent 
John D. Johnson verified the 
fact that the farmers are 
getting citified. 

There tire about 2,800 
farms in Eaton County. More 
th!UJ a third of the farmers 

: work the.ir, fields on a p~rt
time. basis. . . 

The rest of the time they 
work in the fa c t o r i e s of 
neighboring_ Lansing or .in -1 

Eaton County. ' , 1 

The county'~ main crops 
are alfalfa, corrr and wheat 

Iii *· "' 
DAIRY PRODUCTS make • 

up a,. good share of the coun- . 
ty's farm sal~s and account 
for-$4,000,000 worth Of busi
ness .every. year. 

"l'v.lost of the corn and al
falfa is used by the farmers 
for .. \ their own livestock," 
Jofi~so'n said,. 

"Aynn1.1~1 income from all 
farJll produce runs close to 
$12,000,,000 a year."· 
.'. ·A sweet bU of business is 

: <iarried. op ·in Vermontville . 
west of Charlotte. ' · · 
, Last year 132 farms there 
turned out 14,000 gallons of 
maple syrup. · 

The Maple Sugar Festival 
held in Vermontville every 
spring is one o( tpe county's 
major tourist attractions. • • • • 

ANOTHER OF the county's 
more picturesque towns is 
Eaton · Rapids which strad· 
dies, the Grand River in the 
southeastern edge. ·Harlow H. 
.Curtice, president of General 
Motors Corp., was born there 
In 1893. 

':rn the. mid 19th cenfury 
'.Eaton Rapids was widely 
touted as ·"the Saratoga of 
the West" because of the high 
mineral content.of its water. 

,,,.. Visitors came from as far 
away as Missouri to take the 
waters 'as a health measure. 
A booming · resort trade was 
in ,the making. 

However, !ires ·destroyed 
two of. the town's leading· 
hotels and the investors didn't 
bother io rebuild. 

rt: • • 

, ONE OF, THE oldest busi
ness aperations in the 'county 
is still · centered' in Ea.ton 
Rapids. 

Samuel Horner purchased 
·a woolen mill on the banks of 
the Grand River ·in 1880. 
' Today. the president of the 

company is Horner's so.n, 
William, who still shows up 

Eaton Falls. from the Air ' 

Seeks 
.• 

ato·n. Fa.ctori·eS 
. ,. ' . 

\ 
Horner chuckled. "We save 

. ·.~ . . 

. ,/ 

city's future than it had been; . any company willing to put 
qui,te a bit of money that. 
way.'' , 

Horner recalled that G.M.'s 
Ctirtice worked for the mlll 

· as a shipping clerk 45 years 
ago •. 

in the.past. ' """ up I!! ,plaqt." 
· · "The chamber has an in

. dustrial c\evelopinent conimit

. "tee and is now making plans 
to hire a fu,ll time ·manager. 

-Repfesentative· of the new 
spirit. of Charlotte is res
taurant operator Andy Nico
laou. He moved to the town 
ei.ght years ago from Mt. 
Pleasant. ·· - ·. ' 

,\ 

for, work every day at the age 
of 89. · 

"This was 81 real family 
business when we started 
out," .Horner said. "There 
were my. father, my ~wo 

brothers, a sister and myself 
·to :run the·· who)e thing." 
' Horner said the old water ' 
wheel' which futni'shed power 
for· the original mill is still 
turning. However, it doesn't· 
have enough push to keep all 
the machinery in, the new : 
plant going. 

• • • 
"IT SUPPLIES all the elec

tricity for_ our lights,, though,". 

:maton Rapids is the site' of 
the VFW National Home' for 
orphans of Veterans of 'For
eign Wars' members. 

There are · 201 youngsters 
from 23 states staying at the 
<;enter. · '. · 

They are housed in 29. at
tractive, · red brick (:oloni'al 
cottages: The children attend 
Eaton Rapids schools and 
take part in au the .com
munity activities. . . . .. 

GRA1'TD LEDGE is the sec
ond largest town in the coun
ty ;with a p,opulation of 5,000. 

Main industries here are 
the Ame'rican Vitrified Co. 
and the Grand. Ledge Clay 
Products •Co:' B o t h firms ' 
make sewer.· tile. . ,,_ 

Grand Ledge was the home 
of the late Frank FitZgerald, 
governor of Michigan from 
1934 to 1936 and again in 
19_38• , ' ' 
C~lolte, . with' a. populil

tion ·~of 7,ooo, is, the hub .of . 
1 activity in the c'ounty.-

' * Iii • 

. THE TOWN. was '~urveyed 
and opened to settle!?lent in 
l832; . . .· 

·The first settler, Jonathan 
Searles, move_d his family in
to a crude lcig cabin in 1835 . 

Also ln• 1835; the. "land, 
which comprises present day 
Charlotte was bought by a 
New Yorker, E. ·B. Bostwick, 
for $1,750. He had tl].e ~wn . 
named for his .wlfe. . · · 

No longe.r tied to farming·· 
for its main income, Charlotte 
has more than 15 manufac-

" turing<> companies. 
. Goods produced range from 
rad~o . arid television equ;p. 
ment to machinery products. 

. * * * 
"!WE LIKE the. b.usi~esses . 

.we1 ·have, but' _we're on the 
lookout for more," says . 
Stuart Grb.ham,, local mana- 1 

ger of the Consumers Power 
0 

·co. and· fo,rmer" president of 
the Ch.amber of Commerce .. 

Graham said the chamber 
recently w ~s reorganized 
along lines which should 
_ ...... 7" .... :+ ..... 1;.:--..... - ~ ..... ~4-.-.- : ............. 

·.~ ... . . 
"WE'RE · SET ,. to handle 

any busines§ which might 
.want to comd\here','' Graham 
said. "We just completed a 
$500,000 sewer il.nd. water 
prograi:n,. 

"And the. city has bough't 
a 65-!lcre tra.ct for resale to 

"This is niy home now," 
·he says. "My four children 
were born· here and this is 
where we .want' to stay.-

"'l'he biggest changes in 
Charlotte and in Eaton· Coun• 

c. ty are yet to come.'' · 
I 

Tho Oirio'in.:a 1 Rn-rno .. WnnlPn Mill 
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Adrienne Garret, Miss Rheingold for 1954, looks very happy tucked up under her Horner steamer rug 
on the deck of the giant, luxury liner, the· S. S. United States . 

• Michigan Blankets Circle the World 
Horner Mills Established 118 Years Ago 

If you travel to Europe today on 
the S. S. United States, you'll sleep 
in your cabin under a Horner blanket. 
Or if you wish, you can be tucked up 
on deck - just like Miss Rheingold -
under a Horner steamer rug. The new 
passenger liner is completely equipped 
with Horner blankets from Eaton 
Rapids, Michigan. 

Cadets at 'Vest Point, midshipmen 
at Annapolis, hundreds of patients in 
hospitals across the country, are all 
made comfortable under blankets 
from the Eaton Rapids' firm. Byrd's 
last expedition was equipped with 
Horner blankets. 

During '.Vorld 'Var II, a Naval of
ficer from Jackson found a Horner 
blanket in a life boat drifting in the 
South Atlantic. The boat was from 
the S.S. City of Flint. Of course, you 
may ha\'e these blankets at home, too. 
They may be purchased in leading 
stores throughout the U.S. Also at 
Eat011 Rapids, Horner operates a mill 
store where remnants of all Horner 
111a terials are sold. 

Besides manufacturing· several hun
dred thousand blank.ets annually, in
cluding baby blankets,-, pram covers, 
automobile and stadium robes, Hor
ner also produces tweeds. f?r women's 

1 

·' 



William A. "Will" Horner, 84 years old and 
treasurer of the Horner Woolen Mills, comes to 
his· office· everyday. Here he's examining one 
of the account books covering the year 1880 -

first year his father bought the Mill. 

apparel, tailored into coats and suits 
by the garment industry. 

The production of materials for 
warm-up garments for college teams 
throughout the country is another 
specialty. These materials all have 
to be carefully dyed in the proper 
colors so dear to the hearts of stu
dents and alumni. 

Originally the Mills produced only 
woven blankets and a wide variety of 
knitting yarns. In World \Var I, how
ever, knitting machinery was installed 
for the first time to manufacture put
tees for soldiers in the U.S. Army. 

2 

Built in 1836, the original mill building is now 
used by the Horner Mills as a machine shop. 

Today, the Horner Mills are filled 
with many kinds of machinery, oc
cupying several buildings, containing 
more than ten acres of floor space. 
These present a great contrast to the 
one small structure - still in use -
built in 1836 when the Mill was first 
established ll8 years ago on the Grand 
River, at Eaton Rapids. 

Grand Supplies Water 

vVater power from the river was, of 
course, essential back in those early 
clays. However, the Grand still sup
plies the great amount of water re
quired in the manufacturing of wool
ens. In addition, the river is also 
harnessed to provide the power for 
generating some of the electricity 
needed in the operation of the Mills. 

Also important at the Horner Mills 
is the telephone. "As we have a coast
to-coast sales force, we keep in close 
touch with them by telephone," ex
plains Murray P. Stroud, president of 

J 



Horner '•Voolen Mills. "We also use 
the telephone a great deal to sell to 
jobbers and large retail stores. 

"In addition," continued Stroud 
"the telephone helps us keep in close 
touch with wool dealers in Boston and 
Philadelphia. These two cities arc 
the largest wool centers in the United 
States. w·e also often have to call dye 
factories in New Jersey and the New 
.England sta.t~~-

"Perhaps one of the most impor
tant long distance calls ever received 
was from the U.S. Navy following the 
bombing of Pearl Harbor. They 
needed and wanted every blanket that 
we had. Within seven hours, freight 
cars were loaded and on their way to 
the West Coast and the Pacific." 

First built in 1836 by members of 

l. J. Morris, dye foreman, removes from the vat 
raw wool that's just been dyed a royal blue. 
Color formulas are carefully pre-tested in· the 
Horner laboratory. The wools used come from 
all over the world and are mixed - depencfing 
on the blanket or fabric to be made. This vat 
contains a mixture of wools from Australia, New 
Zealand; South America and the United States. 

After the raw wool is dyed, it's carded or 
combed. Then the raw fibres move along to the 
spinning machine, shown, which spins the fibres 
into yarn and winds it on gigantic spools. Photo· 
graph shows Mrs. Mildred Reed breaking a 
thread and pressing a lever for removing a 
spool - now filled - so that an empty one can 

move into position. 

Before the weavfng of woolen materials can 
begin, the proper colors of threads to form the 
warp must be arranged in position. Mrs. Frances 
McConathy watches over a machine laying out 

the warp for a Scotch plaid. 

~~-'.::~ ... ,,,.....~'"-
'\;·~·· 



the Gallery family, the Eaton Rapids' 
;\fill was purchased by Samuel Hor
ner in 1880. His daughter, Jennie, a 
weaver, also kept the books for the 
Mills. (These old account bociks are 
~till at the Mill, showing transactiom 
of !), IO and 15 cents.) 

In addition, owner of the Mill, 
Samuel Horner, had three sons. \\'il
liam A., "'Viii". the only remaining 
member of the famil\', is 84 vears old 
and comes to his <;ffice e\:erv dav. 
His son, called "\\'ill S.", is a'!so a~
t ive in the business. 

Immediately after the woolen material is woven 
there are many processing steps necessary to 
make it soft and fluffy to touch, After washing, 
the cloth is dried and subjected to a napping 
process that moves it across some fine, wire 
brushes, fluffing it up. The blankets are then 

ready for fringing or binding. 

4 

.. ;'f'·~"'' .· ·-> ..... ~ ~Nt>Jl 
;,-L ~-................ _...i 

After the warp is laid, it moves along to the 
loom, shown above, weaving material for auto 
robes in an authentic Mcleod, Scotch plaid. Mrs. 
Maxine Cherry is replacing an empty bobbin of 
yarn in the proper color. Otherwise the loom is 

entirely automatic. 

Miss Martha Burleson has handled the PBX of 
the Horner Woolen Mills for ten years. Mrs. 

Dorothy Griggs is the relief attendant. 

( 
I 
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BENTLEY'S SH.OE STORE, which passed out of 
the family this week. for the first time in 90 

. years, looked like this in 1896, just after being 
rebu·ilt following a· disastrous fire. Since then 
the plush _lounges, kerosene lamps and. cobbler's 

stand have ·disappeared and the pot-bellied 
stove has been replaced by a furnace in the rear . 
Shown in the photo, left to right, are L. A. Bent
l·ey,. Clark Belnap,. P. C. "Pete" Birney- and 
Homer S.'.Bentley. . ..... -. · 

Bentleys.' Sho·e -Store· Sold;,·. :!~~Ah.~:~~~e~~:s~~~t!~s~~ .1 

_ .. · · ·. ._finW Located on the .. ~ast side of . 

. Ending 90. Years .in Busine·ss :, :::\:~! ;::i~::ti~. a 
l · · A fir.e on J).lly 20, 1896, co~-

Chan:g~ was the order of the day the oldeSt continuous busiriess in pletely destroyed · the b~ilding .. 
on downtown Main street this the same family in Eaton county, After. the fire, Homer Bentley left 
week with thiee business places in possiibly in all of Central Michigan, .School ill. the 11th grade and ran .a 
the same block changing manage- was sold to Gerald Ide. 
ment at the same time. · Victor Alt and Jerry Ide dis-

T.he Bentley Shoe store, w!hich solved filleir partnership in the 
has been.· operated by the same men's clothing business and ..-'e-!~ 
family for 90 years and was e_asily resumed full proprietorship of the 
--- -- business under· the former name of 

'- NOTICE / 
t~ ity of Eaton !}ap1ds Is 

having the""elm trees sprayed 
from Aprii'""t9\~./to April so, 
1962.· This i.ll · for~City owned 
trees only. Anyone in"tiirested In 
.having,his trees sprayed should 

·, c~ll the City Clerk's office~ 61'41 
<and leave .his name and address. 

Alt's Men's Wear: . 
Vic Huddleston completed the 

purchase of Colizzi's store from 
. Sam Colizzi and took over its 
operation Monday. Huddleston 
operated the Teddy Bear cafe un
til ·a few months ago, when he sold 

. to Bob a11d Jeannie Placer. 
Bentley's Shoe store has been a 

landmark on Main street since the 

.. ~'\r'\@. "~"'· J . 0'0 
r~~ l \"" ('.!-~ 

\t ~~J~t-_ 

teIIl!POrary store across the stre_et 
to sell the salvaged footwear while 
his father supervised construction · 
of the new:buildmg: . · · . ! 

The shelves and ;a;binetWork he · 1: 

built at fillat time are still in use, 
L. A. Bentl,_ey died in 1906. 

Homer's son, Howa:rd, has been 
associated with him in the business 
in recent years. Mr: Bentley, .who . 
was 85 'years-old in March/ is going 
to take it e~sy, while Howard is 
·establiShing. an office for himself 
on the seeond floor of the ·buEding. 

! . ~-
0 \f):lH"; '.y ~,' "$,''::.::'."'~ · r.·~ 

l 0: l' ~' ~c-J~.~\t< :i 
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You won't find a vacation
brighteningvariety like this any
where else. And now that spring 
ha.<> ~.' · ung, the buys are just as 
temptmg as the weather. Your 
choice of 11 new-size Chevy II 
models. Fourteen spacious, 
spirited Jet-smooth Chevrolets. 
And a nifty, nimble crew of 
rear-engine Corvairs. Three 
complete lines of cars-and we 
mean complete-to cover just 
about any kind of going you 
could have in mind. And an 
under one roof, too! You just 
won't find better pickings in size, 
sizzle and savings anywhere 
under the sun. And you couldn't 
pick a better time than now
during your Chev-
rolet dealer's Fun mjp 
and Sun Day~: 

lVA STATION WAGON. 
hat sells at a compact 
:i big way with a longer 
iy compact-over 9 ft. 
nd tailgate down. .. .... 

NEW BEL Am 4-DOOR STATION WAGON 
Jet-smoothie that rides just right, loaded or light-· 
with 97.5-cu.-ft. cargo cave and Full Coil suspensior.. 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

CORVAIR MONZA 4-DOOR SEDAN 
From snappy interiors to BUre-footed seal, tkia one's 

· got the gift of making sport of most any trip. 

(et, Chevy I I and Corvair at your Chevrolet dealer's One-Stop Shopping Center 
..................................... ---- -- ·--.................................................................................... --- ... -- .. ----...... ----- ................................................................................... . 

:WART CHEVROLET SALES 
EATON RAPIDS. MICH. PHONE 64J~ 



-, 

-, 

I> 

I> ' 

\ 

ST Ii TE '.J' o v ~ N A- I , Oct. .;i ?, t 't7 6 .·. . 

P .... 1R;:'.Klubs to buy R'iver's Edge Restaurant ·• 
, . . . I 

Katsiras brothers. ..... EATON RAPIDS - Standing on the 
banks of the Grand River here, the Riv
er's•Edgr Bar and Restaurant is soon to 

\IJave new ~wners. · 
·~Th~y .,»'lll~be the P.!, R. Klubs, Inc., of f 
whicl} )!>'a.Yid P~rson is president. He 
got pe~fj;i§°sion 'from the Eaton Rapids 
City CotfjwJl .this week for transfer of 
the liquor~by-the-glass' license from the 

FIRST, HOWEVER,.the new owners 
will have fo.coJl)pletely~..,.rewire the 
place according to state code, the coun
cil directed: And they will have to put in 
additional exit lights and make a few 
~hang~s as suggested by Fire_ Chief 

. R1chard'Freer. · ·• · • 

Mayor James McBride also told Pe
terson the city had· had troubles. with 
anoth~r.bar l"!st year and that "we have . , 
no sympathy11for4lpeople consuming too: 
much alcohol." • 

Peterson replied that "we don't want;·" ••. ' \,; 
any trouble, either.; we want a. good ·• · ·;>" 
food business as well' '·as ·a bai: •busi-: .. ·e · .:.; 
ness."' '"~ ·"' (;i ~ ..?..:~..:: ~ti.rm I 

I . . ... '· , ··.·/ .... 

.11. ~ ltruAa,1p.l - , .~ '7'.-L/J .. · 1.5; / q 7 7 

~ ~ uc:fiitY. t50 i'ry re ZO'r{ffig 
recommendation asked\,· 

Jouma.J Eaton Bureau 

. EATON R~PIDS .,... The city coun
cil Mond.ay mght asked the planning 
comm1ss1on to hold a special session 
before the council's Feb. 28 meeting -
and give it a definite answer on a re
zoning request for the northeast cor
ner of Main and Knight streets. 

The Quality,Dairy Co. had asked the 
planning commission that the spot, a 
mam comers which has not had a 
business ,on it for three years, be re
zoned fr~m. community shopping to 
~eneral o,:.ismess to allow the opera
tion of a party store and gas station. 

A MOTION within the planning 
commission that the rezoning be rec
ommended died-which city attorney 

' "1ri 

Robert Wamers said is a non-ieco~~ 
mendati?n. ; t . 

Plannmg commission chairman 
Charles Becker told the council tnal 
other planne,rs were influenced by)4 
signa .. \pres o~ a petition objecting th11at 
anotller party store would hurt local 
businesses, and would be contracyto 
the city's m~ster plan. ',

1
: 

Becker said he understood the dairy 
company has either bought, or has' a 
lease to buy, the property and "if:1'You 
de~y the reque~t for rezoning . .'iJou 
(might) be buymg a lawsuit." i bE· 

THE COUNCIL did back the plan
ning commission on its re~mmenda
tio~ that it deny re.zoning of 405 E. 
Kmght from single!family residential 
to allqw the building of a duplex by Al
bert Bekmanis, Inc. 

~ ---- - -· --
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Akeme Plastic·s 

~ ~' t ·. 
~ . 
i: .,Located at 5265 South 
6i~onTrail, Akemi Plastics 
was originally a Charlotte 
firm. As a result of the I-69 
Interchange, President and 
Chairman of th'e Board, 
Richard Buliock. moved the 
plastics firm to Eaton Rapids 
in 1969. 

asked about his background. 
wwi no previous marketing 

background· the . firm "'.as 
started with. a . plastic im-

. ported from Eurqpe. Now. the 
firm manufactures 33 dif- 1 

ferent ulastic products as 1 

well • numerous special 
products ·for industrial c.us-

The plasticst· firm cele- tomers. 
brating it's tenth . year of Akemi products are disfri-
progress, May 2, 1976, man- buted thrpughout the. world. ' 
ufactures industrial plastic In the United States_. Akemi 
compound~. Thes·e com- Filler No. 4, is.recognized as 
pounds are used. by a di- the leading plastic com-

T> 
versified industrial market pound. · ··: 
including marine, auto, aero- Plastic filler p 
space, aircraft and the e- castings, epo 
lectronics industry. and dies and 

· ·The firm's registered t;ade-\ tooling are onl 
mark, "Akemi". means a plastic com po 
chemical. Internationally. A- tu red at t.he 
kemi refers to a chemical plant. 

plastie: ·.. . ·~ . . ~: ; .. Mr. Btutock a~d-~n~, · 
Reco~tzed as ~··.~ade~~ have four childr~eJamt- :· 

the plastics indu~tr~, ~kemi · l.>' ,fof(filt"."Charlotte where'1 
is a corporat.ion, with stQC<k , .. Athey are involved in civic and · 
holders. Ten yea'rs.°ago, M;. ~liurch'activities. 
Bullock was· thalonly cm- ' . . . 
ployce. He noWilie~pl?l~· a ' 
varying number qf '(il~~··W~ff 1 

depending on the s~a\~'.r F , 

production needs. · , ~ 
"All of.my life I wantcp to 

create· a business. Wt\en, in 
college at MSU. I did ~ome 
plastic work in engineering. I 
went into management. but 
decided to go into plastics 
and· drWI.t~· a. 11:>~sincss,'' re
called Mr.· Bullock wheri 

.............. -~~--------~-...~ . 
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Another Dykstra dealer ,, 

Candy's- i11 the ·car business 
By HELEN CLEGG 

Staff Writer 

:·.· 

"'>\' 

EATONS RAPIDS - Can9ytD.Y.k~ 
stra, 28, this week became ~.'ihe JtfifSt ·t , 
appointed woman dealer" for Ford. , 
Motor Co. in the United States. ·.:- • 

She took over the agency here from ... 
Dick Guy, who will .remain a sale$• ·, . 
man. And Candy luiS ·taken on the • 
dealership with the best wishes of herr , 
father, Jack Dykstra, a Ford dealer in·~ 
Lansing. . . · "' ·· ' ~ 

IN FACT, Dykstra was on· hail9 in 
Eaton Rapids Monday . to 't\'.ish ~is 
daughter well. Brot_hers Rick!: ahd 
John, with their father in his busines5} 
also dropped by with personalweet
ings. A third brother, Jim, is with the 
American Bank and Trust Co. 

r 

' . I 
I 

.1 

.. 
i 
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(She is engaged to Eaton County 
Sheriff Art Kelsey. They plan to be 
married later this summer). 

Candy - who is calling her place 
"Candy Ford" - admits her father 
has been "helpful and influential" in 
helping her get her own agency. 

"Ccir dealer Candy Dykstra in showr~m 

BUT IS wasn't easy. "For a long 
time, I .felt I was bea~ing my head 
against a brick wall. It took a lot of 
convincing for them to see me as a 
successful salesperson, accepting a 
woman in this business." 

She explained that "an appointed 
dealer" is one who has been contacted 
by a district office of Ford Motor Co. 
and has completed the red tape of 
transferring a dealership. Candy spec
ulates other women Ford dealers in 
the country, "a handful," have taken 
over after their husbands died. 

Candy grew up hearing talk about 
the automobile business and was more 
than eager to go to work for her father 
in the office after she graduated from 
East Lansing High School in 1968. 

IN FOUR YEARS she learned the 
most difficult part of running a dealer
ship - the paper work. "That's a lot 
harder to learn than product know-
ledge," she said. · 

But she became frustrated with of
fice work and turned to her second 
love, art. There followed study at 
Northwood Institute, Midland, for six 
months, then the Society of Arts and 
Crafts at Detroit for 18 months, fol
lowed by four months in Italy, "which 
was more of an education than all my 
schooling combined." · · · 

She dipped into culture and saw Re
naissance art and "learned to appre
ciate what we have in America, con
cluding that refrigerators, central 
heating, phones and TV are "not 
really necessities at all." 

BACK IN the States and the auto
mobile world, Candy s~nt a year as 

office manager for Rutherford Ford in 
Charlotte in 1972. Then - to her de
light - she landed a job as a salesper
son .with Peter Cooper Chevrolet and 
Oldsmobile in Eaton Rapids for nearly 
two years, before transferring to 
Shaheen Chevrolet in Lansing for a 
year or so. 

. . 'll .) . 
But she admits "it's a very comwti-· 

tive, high pressure business - one of 
the few still left in the old fashioned 
barter system - and it has a high inci
dence of alcoholism and divorce. 

"But I function better under pres
sure," says the petite, green-eyed 
blonde, who has th~ no-nonsense goal: 

Meanwhile, she sought a dealership "TO EFFECTIVELY put this deal-
of her own. Finally, last January a 
new Ford district manager started · ership into producing volume sales 
talking to her about "a dealer develop- and bringing together the proper per-. 
ment program" by which Ford. funds . sonnel to achieve these goals and ful
the dealer, who pays it back over a fill th~"commercial needs.'~, 
number of years. She has what she needs of the basic 

knowledge of mechanics. "You need. 
And Monday, Candy's dream.came to know your product and be familiar 

true. with engines, but as far as tearing 

"MY FAVORITE thing is selling 
cars," she said. "It's a fascinating 
business. People are all different; no 
two are ever alike." 

down an ·engine and putting it back, 
that is not necessary," said Candy. 

"I plan on about 30 new cars in 
stock and to build up a used·car ,busi- · 
ness," she said. 

,. 

,. 
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. ArJ supply 
:"firm opens io 

Eaton Rap~ds 
EATON RAPIDS -

Miller's Art & Office 
Supply opened for busi
ness Monday at 230 
Dexter Road (M-50), in 
the former "Feed Bin" 
building in Eaton Ra
pids. 

The business is 
owned by Cheryl J. Mil
ler and is managed by 
Paul E. Miller. 

The company sells 
office and artist sup
plies and handles print
ing jobs, advertising 
specialties, rubber 
stamps, furniture, cal
culators. It has a cata
log order department 
and offers photo copies 
and a quick printing 
service. 

Miller's store will be 
open Monday through 
Friday from 9 a.m. to 6 
p.m. and until 8 p.m. on 
Wednesdays. The store 
will be open Saturdays 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
ST/17e ..Jou tt. 11AL.. 
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-Flashes Shopper's Gulde, Eaton Rapids, Michigan ., 

A CENTURY 
OF PROGRESS 

Eaton RapicJs - a city easy to fall 
in love with - plotted in 1838, 
organized as a village in 1859, 
Incorporated as a village in 1871 
and chartered as a city in 1881. 

THE CLINTON TRAIL. INN GAZE 11 E 
· Books have been written about 

our beginnings Including "The 
only Eaton Rapids on Earth" ·and 
"Island City, A Pictorial History" 
with over 500 pictures of our 
emerging from the wilderness and 

. our growing-up years and the 
"1981. . Heritage celebration 
souvenir Book" which focuses on 
what Is more recently happening 
In · the "Beautiful city on the 
Grand." 

In 1881 a happening of maJor 
significance took. place: Quoting 
from the Eaton Rapids Journal of 
January 1 of that year: "Eaton 
Rapids Is tired of the appelation 

· ·vmage' and Sighs for a city charter. 
A meeting has been . called to 
consider the matter and proposal 
will be -submitted to the 
Legislature." so it came to pass. we 
were chartered as a city over a, 
century ago. 

\ 
CHANGES 

IN INDUSTRY 

Natural .features·. played an 
Important role In the selection Of 
Industrial sites. the Junction .of 
spring Brook and· Grand River 
provided abundant water power 
for the· first sawmill, grist and 
carding mills. 

one hundred years ago samuel 
Horner purchased the carding mi.II 
and from this small beginning 
grew an industry that became 
Eaton Rapids' largest employer. 
Together with the Davidson 
woolen Mill at the south end of 
town and several smaller woolen 
industries; Eaton Rapids came to 
be known as "The wool Town." 
This was most fortunate for with 
the passing of the mineral water 
boom, wool and ice cream became 

HORSESHOE 
SANDWICH 

Your. choice of meat served open face, smothered with 
our cheddar cheese sauce and topped with steak fries./ 
Ham or Turkey · Ham and Turkey Combo ..... 2.95 

HOT 
SANDWICHES 

Served with Mashed Potatoes and Grav'y. 
. Tender Sliced Roast Beef or . · · . 
White Meat Turkey Slices ........ ; .... ; ... ·. ·. 2.80 

"COVERED WAGON" 
SALAD BUFFET 

Delightfully Delicious Salads,.·Fresh 
Vegetables and other goodies I · 

ALL YOlfCAN EAT ••••.•••••• • •••• 3.5( 
In fact, we'll give you ·a dinner plate so· you cat · 
really fill 'er up. " . · 

TRY OUR One Trip Special with a sandwich for • 
light lunch! ••. ; •••••.•• Sandwich Plus 1.2! · 

.. ALL YOU CAN EATw/aDinner only.95extr. 

FRIDAY NIGHT FISH FRY 
All You Can Eat/ 

FISH AND SALAD BAR 

'4.45 

SANDWICH SELECTIONS 
All Sandwiches served with Chips and Pi.ckl.e 

CLUB SANDWICH •••••••••••••••• 2.50 
Triple Decker with ham and turkey, Swiss cheese, 

.. lettuce and tomato. Toasted? 0. K. 

OLD-FASHIONED I 

JUMBO HAMBURGER •.•••••••••• 2.10 
Extra thick: and juicy ground beef on a golden bun. 

. OLl),.FASHIONED 
JUMBO CHEESEBURGER ••••••••• 2.25 

.It's just better with cheese. 
' ' 

· 0-F J HAMBVRGER DELUXE ••••• 2.25 

0-F J CHEESEBURGER DELUXE.~ 2.40 

BLT - Always a Favorite ••..••• • • ; · .. 1. 75 
I'd like turkey, too, please •••••••• • ••• 2.10 

CHICKEN SALAD •••••••••••••••• 1.75 
Our own homemade chicken salad,_ sure we'll leaf 

· some lettuce. 

GRILLED HAM ANDCHEESE ••••• 1.10 

GRILLED MEAT AND CHEESE •••• 2.15 
You choose the cheese and the meat: American,· 
Swiss, Mozzarella or Taco/Beef, Turkey or Ham. 

SALADS AND 
·SKINNY PLATES 

CHEF'S SALAD •• " .•• ; •.•••••.••••• 2.95 
On a bed of lettuce, we pile two kinds of cheese, 
strips of liam and turkey,· hard cooked egg and 
tomato wedges. · 

STUFFED TOMATO PLATE ••••••• 2.45 
A red ripe tomato filled with a generous portion 
of our homemade chicken salad and add a scoop 
of cottage cheese. 

FRESH FRUIT PLATE {In season) ; • 3.25 
· A selection of f.ruits in seaSQn and your choice of a 

scoop of cottage cheese or sherbet. · 
- - - -· : __ _;_ '· .... • ,t - . 

TACO SALAD •• ·--· •.• -•..•.. .- .. ; .. -•. 2.75. 

PEACHES&: COTTAGE CHEESE •••• 1.35 

SKINNY PLATES ••• • ••••••••••••• 2.75 
3 oz. of meat (4 oz. ground beef patty), cottage 
cheese; vegetable and fruit garnishes. 

*Ground Beef Patty Plate *Sliced Roast Beef Plate 
*Sliced Turkey Plate *Broiled Whitefish Plate 

. the city's redeemers. BIRTHDAY DISCOUNT· 

STEAKS FROM THE GRILL SEAFOOD BANQUET 

-.. -~ -_,, 

WAGONMASTER'SCHOICE •••••• 7.95 
Our finest steak, a 10 oz .. cut of New York strip· 
just melts in your mouth! . 

TRAILBLAZER'S SPECIAL •••••••• 5.65 
It's the kind of tender, juicy, 7 oz. Sizzler you just 
don't find anymore. 

5 OZ. SIZZLER •••••••••••••••••••• 4.75 
\ - - ' - . 

.. Same as above for the trailrider with ·a smaller 
appetite. 

STEERBURGER STEAK •••••• ~ ••• 3.45 . - ' 

Steerburger meat cooked the way you like it. 
Smothered with onions too, if that's your wish. 

l 
i 

-i 

! 

- BROILED WITHEFISH FILLET ••• 3.95 
From the icy waters of the. North Atlantic, we 
offer this tender, flaky fillet. 

DEEP FRIED COD ••••••••••• • •••• 3.95 
Succulent pieces of cod dipped in our own batter 
deep fried to perfection. 

FRENCH FRIED SHRIMP •••• ~ ~ ••• 4.55 
Treat yourself to this feast of the seafood lovers 
favorite! 

DEEP FRIED CLAMS ••••••••••••• ~~ 4.15 
Tasty delicasies from the ocean floor~ 

10% SENIOR· 
CITIZEN DISCOUNT 

. , TRADITIONAL DINNERS 

4 PIECE CHICKEN DINNER ••••••• 4.45 
Batter dipped and deep fried to suit y0ur fancy. 

. ' ,. ,- - ' -, - -_ . ' '· - ., ~ . 

· 2 PIECE CHICKEN DINNER ••••••• 3.25 
Just less, of a good thing. 

, ' 

ROAST SIRLOIN OF BEEF •••••••• 3.95 
This choice beef is slow . roasted to retain all its 

· . ·juicy goodness. 

CENTER CUT PORK CHOP •••• , •• 3.95 
A 4 oz. center cut pork chop; broiled for your 
enjoyment~ 

VEAL CORDON BLEU •• ; ••• ~ ••••• 3.95 
We start with a deep fried veal cutlet, wrap it in 
thin· sliced ham and cover it all with mozzarella 
cheese. 

BAR-B-Q RIBS - Country Style •• ~ ... 4.35 
Want a special treat?.-·Try these lean, meaty, 
country style pork·ribs, baked iri our own bar·b·q 

. sauce. 

HICKORYSMOKEDHAM STEAK .. 3.95 . 
A generous slice of lean ham, enhanced with your 

' choice of raisin sauce or a pineapple slice. 

BEEF LIVER AND ONIONS •• , •••• 2.95 
If you're a. liver lover, you won't be able to.resist 
this tender beef liver'sfilothered in onions. 

COLONIAL 
ROAST TURKEYW/DRESSING •• •• 3.75 

Succulent slices of roast turkey breast, topped off · 
with savory dressing. 

'DESSERTS 
SIDE WHEELS Suffice to say wool· reigned 1% PER YEAR OF AGE Homemade Cream Pie ••• 85 Black Forest Cake .... 1.1S 

Tuesday, May 10, 1983 

EATON RAPIDS -~i 

CAMP OF THE 
MICHIGAN STATI! 
.. OLINESS ASSOC. 
The Lansing District camp 

Meeting Association was formed In _ 
Lansing a-nd moved to Eaton 
Rapids In 1885. It was renamed the. 
Michigan state Holiness Camp· 
Meeting Association. 33 acres on . 

- Grand Riv.er were purchased In 
1899 ana a tabernacle was built. 
Presently there are 75 cottages, 
two hotels, camping . facllftles, 
dining hall, Epworth .League 
Building, Callen Memorial and an 
auditorium seating 3,000. 

·,. 
The paddle-wheel steamer 

"Stirling" made the half mile trip 
during camp Meetings several 
times a day In the earner 1900's, as . 
·well as excursion trips during the 
summer months. A flat bottom 
scow to seat 40 was made to be 
pulled along back of the steamer 
but It met with disaster In . the 
middle of the river and the Idea 

· was abandoned. A second boat 
was put In service carrying 20 but 
the propeller tangled with weeds. 
A ferry operated by Frank Rice . 
made the trip across the river 
from the campground to the road 
to pick up those coming In from · 
the south and leaving their teams 
In that area. 

The steamer is gone and the 
ferry. The horse corral, In disuse, 
has been removed but each year 
sees the return of. hundreds In 
mobile homes and tents to attend 
camp Meetings at this beautiful , 
spot. · 

HORNER WOOLENS· -
Horner Brothers purchased the 

grist mill in 1936 and remodeled it 
into an attractive sales room, 
retaining the huge old hand-hewn 
beams. · supreme from the first. Yarn was MARVELOUSLY MEXICAN ON YOUR BIRTHDAY DEER'SEARS HomemadeFtuitPie .•.• 9S ClintonTrailCake: ... 1.15 

!~o~aj~l~~~~~~Cti;he~~~e ~~~ Goldenpotatoskins ... ,.: ............... 1.2Sl rJ. PecanPie ••••••••••••• 95 :':Jte ~~~w/c~~~~ A fire broke out' on the top 
eventually the demand turned . NACHOS SUPREME •••••••••••••• 3.95 With cheese sauce.: .......•.....•...... 

1
"
7s Cheese Cake .....•....• 95 almond sauce. floor In April 1964 destroying 

from WOOi to synthetics. Nacho chips piled high with shredded cheese, GOLDEN BROWN_ONION RINGS •........ 1.25 With Fruit.····· .1.2S Ice Cream or Sherbet WOOien mateifals, yarn and 
taco meat, diced 'tomatoes, shredded lettuce, I Carrot Cake ••••••••• 1.15 Single .•• •.• .•...••• 70 blankets at an estimated loss Of 

With the Close Of the WOOi era guacamole garnished with sliced black olives. FRENCH FRIED TATERS .... _ .....•.•.•..... 90 Double .•.. • ..... 1ri& $75,000. 
it became economically feasible to 
plan carefully and adapt the . WET BURRITO DELUXE •••• : ••• 2.65 POTATOES POTPOURRI TENDERDEEPFRIEDMUSHROOMS ..... 1.25 l It was rebuilt and IS presently a 
buildings to _a new use. A new We wrap up taco meat, tomato and lettuce and .· ' ' . BEVE,flAGES retail sales room for yarn, fabric 
industry Stepped in to fill the gap. - shredded cheese in our large tortilla shell, top 1.89 BREADED CAULIFLOWER •••.........••• 1.25 and blankets. 
The buildings on the west side Of with special sauce and a dollop of ~our cream. i . 

. Main Street were SOid to a paper *Cauliflower and Brocolli with Cheese Sauce: . HOMEMADE CHILI. ..................... 1.10 i Soft Drinks ......... 60 Lemonade·:···· .. • .60 Horner Virgin WOOi blankets 
~ mill proving that adaptive use of a TACO SALAD ••• _ •• ; • , ••••• · ••.• : • • 2. 75 *Ground Beef and Chili with Shredded Cheese . Coffee or Sanka ..•..• SD . Milk .• : •.........•• 60 and steamer rugs were used exclu-
structure is·. Often necessary to Large tortilla shell filled with lettuce and topped *Bacon and Cheese Sauce SOUP OF THE D,AY • : •... ,. •.•. Cup .. _80 Bowl .95 H T . SD T t J . 6D SIVely on the U.S.S. United States: . 
preserve it. The present owners Of · with our own taco meat sauce, tomato and ~GMden Variety · Sour Cream topped with ot ea .. ' ........ • oma 0 uice • • ' • • . . American Red CrOSS, West Point, 
these buildings, Michigan Packaging shredded cheese. Fresh Vegetables Iced Tea .•. : ......•. SO Orange Juice ........ 6D Annapolis and Byrd's Expedition as 
Company, have invested several well as hundreds of hospitals were 
million dollars in the plant and supplied with blankets carryin'Q ·· 

~-~~.6~e-~~~~a~~oo.em~o~~0~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--~--~·~-~-~-~-~~~~-~~~-~~~~-~-~~·c.~.~~~~~5~~~1~~~~~~!~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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about iO revolutionize-the-medi- "Typical EKG equipment is 
cal equipment ipdustry. electro-mechanical," Babbitt 

"Everyone is talking about said. "It's based on JO.. to 40-
bringlng high technol?gy ~o year-old techniques. The stan
Michigan," Eric Babbitt said dard EKG has 12 leads and in
with a touch of pride. "Well, volves wiring, cutting and 
we're doing it.". mounting. We have eliminated · 

BABBITI IS managing direc
tor of Eaton Medical Group, a 
3-year-old company created and 
largely owned by Eaton Stamp
ing, 402 Haven St., a company 
making circµit boards and 
lawnmower engines. 

Babbitt, sales manager Ed 
Ross and enwneer Paul Kluwe 
are the drivmg forces behind 
the project. 

"We felt v;e were not using 
Paul properly so we created 
this company for him," Babbitt 
said. 

·"This is state of the art - the 
cutting edge of technology," he 
said. "I know that's a phrase 
that's overused but in this case 
it's true. There's just not any
thing on the market like this." 

THE "THIS" he's referring 
to is a full-blowh medical com
puter system only IO . inc.hes 
high, 18 wide, and 16 deep. 

all that." 

OTHER EXTRAS included in 
the system are a freeze and de
tail enlarging function, data 
transmittal via telephone, satel
lite or radio waves, and a televi
sion capability that makes Bab
bitt proud. 

"We can interface a TV cam
era to this so a nurse in inten
sive care doesn't have to have 
line of sight vision," he said. 

And then there's trending. 
"At a preselected interval, 
readings can be taken and 
stored," Babbitt said. "It allows 
you to transfer information to a 
different bed when a patient is 
moved." 

SO HOW is this going. to help 
the patient? 

"It's extremely inexpensive 
and that has got to be reflected 
in the cost of patient care," 
Babbitt said. 

It's called a G2000 electrocar
diograph Qut it can do much The base ·price of the com

puter is $8,500 compared to 
simultaneously take · $30,000 for the c.losest compara-

more. 
"It can 
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cated equipment. With this, any 
hospital can afford to have a 
full blown patient monitor at 
their bedside." 

WILL THIS equipment put 
doctors further out of touch 
with their patients by taking 
over more of their functions? 

"Not at all," Ross said. "This 
will extend a doctor's capabil
ity. In fact, family 'physicians 
will be able to do techniques 
they weren't able to do .. '' 

The three "proud papas" 
took their brain child to the 
American College of Catdiology 
convention in New Otleans, at
tended by 20,000 people. 

"We were virtually un
known," Ross said, "but by the 
end of the show every·.company 
there had stopped at our booth. 

"Everyone had an '.I<don't be
lieve it' reaction because they_ 
had never heard of us. Our 
competitors are scared to 
death." 

AL THOUGH THE prototype 
has been tested in hospitals 
worldwide, full scale production 
won't begin in Ann Arbor' until 
at least July 1. ' 

"For our first attempt at 
diversification," Babbitt said, 
"I think we've been quite suc
cessful." 

- -~ - ~~·~ ~ :;:.____~ - ,. -~ ~~ 
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THE CLINTON T 

AZE 
P~blished By The _~linton Tra'ii Inn 

TH• CLINTON TRAIL INN 
BY Gorton and Peggy Rlethmlller 

THE CLINTON TRAIL INN, situated Just Off 
the <;>Id Clinton Trail In Eaton Rapids, serves 
the modern traveler who seeks a dellgl:ltful 
repast Just as did the early settlers who 
traversed this trall more than a century and 
a half ago. 

The rivers were Ntlchlgan·s first 
highways .. Many of the early pioneers 
tou.ched Michigan soil on the western shore 
of Lake Erle and found that they could best 
move Inland either on the Maumee, the 
Raisin or the Huron Rivers. As they moved 
toward the sources of these rivers they 
found that It would be necessary to follow 
crude tralls which had been blazed by 
Indians. These trails had many branches but 
some of them became well .Worn as these 
early pioneers pushed ever farther Into the 
Interior. 

The event which ·triggered the rush of 
settlers across Lake Erle Into this area was 
the opening of New York's Erle l:anal In 
1825. The Ohio River had previously brought 
settlers to what Is now the State of Ohio. 
Ohio had become a State In 1803. Slmllarly, 
Indiana came Into the Union In 1816 and 
llllnols was admitted In 1818. The northern-
boundary of Indiana .was as presently 
located but the northern boundary of Ohio 
was approximately 20 miles south of Its 
present location, so that what Is now the 
city of Toledo was then In Michigan. once 
Ohio, Indiana and 1111no1s had become 
States, the balance of the Northwe.st 
Territory was known as the Michigan 
Territory. . 

As settlers poured Into Michigan In the 
1820's and 1830's, the Governor of the 
Michigan Territory, Lewis Cass, found It 
necessary and desirable to designate roads 
which became major offlclal paths. These 
were known as "Terrltorlal Roads." The 
m.ost heavily traveled of these roads·was 
that which ran from Detroit westward 
through the hearts of Wayne, Washtenaw, 
Jackson, calhoun and Kalamazoo counties 
and In Its earliest days then tended to fol
low the Kalamazoo River. In general, this 
route Is now designated as Old us 12. A 
similar road traversed the southern tier of 
counties until It reached the st. Joseph 
River where It tended to follow that river. 
This was known as the Chicago Road. From 
these two major roads various trails 
emerged. These trails also tended to seek 
river valleys. Like the rivers which they 
followed they frequently changed their 
courses as they constantly sought better 
routes. In the beginning, the Clinton Trail 
left the Chicago Road In a generally north· 
westerly direction toward the Grana River 
Valley via Jackson to a place where that 
river descended Into a series of rapids m~ar 
the confluence of the Springbrook creek In 
southeastern Eaton county. It was here that 
tlJe town of Eaton Rapids sprang up. 

It should be noted that another trail left 
the city of Ann Arbor and . traver:sed a 
similar northwestern direction via Dexter 
and southern Ingham county and it, too, 
Joined the Clinton Trail at Eaton Rapids. This 
was known as the Dexter Trail. Later, the 
Dexter Trail left another territorial road 
!North Terrltortal Road> in southeastern 
Ingham county and moved diagonally 
across Ingham county via Mason to the new 
capitol at Lansing. 

Railroads tended to follow the 
territorial roads and the trails which 
branched off. Here, nearTHE CLINTON TRAIL 
INN, the tracks and grade of such a railroad 
remain. The area hereabout was noted for 
wool production and adjacent to THE 
CLINTON TRAIL INN Is the OLD MILL YARN, 
operated by Linton Davidson, a descendant 
of the founders of the Davidson woolen 
Miiis. At the other end of town were the 
Horner woolen Miiis. . 

The oft-adJusted Clinton Trail Is now 
M·SO and proceeds via Charlotte to Grand 

· .Rapids. If one listens carefully, one can still 
hear the echoes of the lumbering covered 
wagons, the stagecoaches, the steam loco
motives with both passenger trains and · 
freight trains .and the conductontandtng 
on the platform calling, "All aboardl" tor 
those going to Jackson or Charlotte or, 
Grand Rapids. 

This Is the valley of the GranCI River, a 
river which turns here to go through the 
capital City Of Lansing before heading for 
Grand Rapids and on to Lake Michigan at 
Muskegon. On Its Journey through Michigan's 
heartland the Grand ts Joined by Its trlbu·. 
tarles, the Red Cedar, the -Thornapple, the 
Looking Glass, the Maple, the Rat and the 
Rogue rivers. But It Is here In Eaton Rapids. 

·that the spring Brook meets the Grand. 

'· 
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Eaton Rapids, Michigan 

HTHEONLY 
EATON RAPIDS 

ON EARTH" 
·"The Only Eaton Rapids on Earth" can be 

attributed to E.E. Horner, who at the time 
of being president of Horner Miiis wrote 
home on one of his frequent trips, 

. addressing the card from England to only 
"Eaton Rapids." 

The card reached Eaton Rapids and we 
became "The Only Eaton Rapids on· Earth." 

DAIRY PARMS 

John and Rebecca Miller brought their 
family to Eaton Rapids In 1874, convinced 
their farm on the present site of the Mount 
Hope cemetery In Lansing would soon b·e 
too near a big city. 116 acres were 
purchased Of pioneer Joel Latson and the 
stately home erected on state street. . 

Tired of selling milk for 2c a quart, their 
only son, Dennis and his wife, Marv Edith 
IMlnnlel, hand-cranked the first batch of Ice· 
cream in 1896 for a ladles' tea party and the 
"Ice cream capital of the world" was born. 
From a shaft arrangement turning several 
freezers, the Industry grew Into the largest 
Independent ·producer-manufacturer
retailer of Its kind in the united States, 
powerec;I by their own hydroelectric plant 
at Smithville. 

The old feed mill adjacent to the early 
Island City Flouring Mill on North Main Street 
was purchased by the Miller Dairy Farms and 
remodeled into an ice cream parlor and 
dairy' store. The south race was covered 
over in 1948 with steel and· concrete to 
make a parking lot. The parlor has recently 
been purchased by Judy and Larry Holley. 

ANODE 
TO EATON RAPIDS 

By Gorton Riethmlller 
The Ottawas pitched their tepees 
And fished from the Sylvan shore 
on the very spot where yesterday 
we shopped in a local store. 

The white man cleared the forest 
And nurtured the fertile soil, 
While the red man-left his homeland ;.1 
To the white man's fervent toil. 

I 

The farms Increased and prospere'd 
For the settlers loved the land, 
And soon there came a village 
Where the Springbrook meets the Grand. 

With dams and mills and markets 
To meet all the settlers· needs 
There grew an Island city . 
Where dreams emerged In deeds. 

The tale Is told Quite simply 
Of a city's noble birth. 
They called it Eaton Rapids, 
"The only one on earth.'' 

Take all our aspirations 
And let our dreams expand_ 
In pride for this our tlty 
Where the Springbrook meets the Grand. 

- All rights reserve~ 

> 
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r CHANGES IN 
· TRASNPORTATION 

Pioneers came west to 
Jacksonburg uacksonopolis>, 
presently Jackson and followed an 
Indian path called Clinton Trail to 
where it turns off to the left and 
present M-50 continues .on into 
Eaton Rapids. The Eaton county 
Federation of women's Clubs 
marked the spot in 1937 with a 
bronze tablet on a huge boulder. 

M-50 follows generally the 
course of the old Indian path. 
Because much of It was through 

· low and poorly drained land, logs 
were laid to provide a semblance 
of base and it became known as 
the Old Plank Road. The Jackson to 

. Lansing plank road was c:hartered 
in 1849 aRd a Struggle ensued to 
route it through Eaton Rapids 
rather than .Mason. The Eaton 
Rapids Plank Road company was 
incorporated for · $75,000 with 
citizens buying sfock arid donating 
land and labor to keep themselves 
in communication with the rest of 
mankind. 

Planks of pine and oak were 
laid across parallel stringers and 
the road was constructed at a cost 
of $1,500 per mile, which would 
last in pretty good condition for 
three years. The State Legislature 
specified a toll charge of 2C per 
mile for wagons and coaches and 
1c for sleighs in addition to the 
regular fare. one of the toll gates ' 
established along the way was at 
the David Hale farm south of town. 
A stage coach could accommodate 
six people inside with three or 
four more on the roof with the 
baggage. 

Between the towns were stage 
coach stops. The trip was long and 
tiresome and filled with uncertain
ties and were welcomed by both 
the passengers and the horses. 
one was Cheney Tavern about 
seven mlles north of Eaton Rapids. 
Another was south of town on the· 
east side of Waverly Road between 
Bellevue and Kinnevme Roads. 

~. • • :I! 

·,/~-~ Ho~ IB!I\. DIH. 
~ · . -~ Phone 663-7136 . 
(Ji ~ 829 S. Mai~ Street, Eaton Rapids, MI 

*Plnas *••• 
I 

*HometnacleSoup 

*Salad Bar 
• The Breakfast People/ • 
c • F F F , 

Mlii•R'S DAIRY 
IC•CR•AM 

STO••· 
204 N. MAIN STREET EATON RAPIDS 

Home of the "Original 11 

Miller's Ice Cream Store 

SOUPS • SALADS • SANDWICHES 

Step Back In Time To 
Old-Fashioned Goodness! 

IOW OPEii FOR BREAKFAST! 
Come in and try. our "Original" 
Ice Cream Breakfast Specialties! 

Saning from •• to 11:00 a.m. 

••• .1J. J!tll'J~~~ 
·~ 710~ . . 
~·- (~·~J\- DB!lt DIH 
• · · _}:,l~ Phone 663-7136 * ~:·. 

~:ii (j ~ 829 S. Main Street, Eaton Rapids, Ml 
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'9r.HE WOOL TOWN" 
John B. Davidson, Sr. came to 

America from Oldham, Yorkshire, 
England and to -Michigan from 
Philadelphia in 1909. 

Having considerable knowl
edge of wool yarns and experience 
in manufacturing woolen 
products, he started the operation 
in 1921 that bore his name. The 
only mill in Michigan spinning its 
own yarn before the disasterous 
fire in 1969 . 

The John B. Davidson woolen 
mill supplied 95% of the wool yarn 
for the major league baseballs, as 
well as high grade yarns for other 
purposes. He was succeeded bY his 
four sons, Jack, Chris, Bill and Alex. 

. ' 

The million· dollar fire wrote 
the end to the milling Industry In 
Eaton Rapids. Many of the. 
employees had been with the firm 
since the beginning 48 years 
before. · 

John Davidson had served as 
mayor in Eaton Rapids as well as In 
both the House and senate. 

The name famous in wool yarn 
since 1921 is just as well known 
today in art departments in 
schools and colleges and on Indian 
reservations. The retaH store has 
one of the largest selections in the 
country for home use. 

A section that escaped the 
holocaust was rebuilt and a fourth 
generation of the family carries on 
the business of preparing and 
merchandising the quality 
product with the. label 'Old Mill 
Yarn· along with many other types 
of yarn and accessories:. You are . 
dining in THE CLINTON TRAIL INN 
which once was their office 
building. Visit their show roorn. 
.next door. 

Other woolen mills have come 
and gone, including the Bjg Rock 
Knitting company established in 
1917 by William F. Hall, who 
invented the h.osiery machine. He 
also invented the woven-knit rug 
machine for the Seneca Knitting 
company of Seneca, New York. The 
Big Rock Knitting Company 
employed 100 men and women at 
its location on East Hamlin street 
manufacturing socks and sweaters 
until 1927. 

The Maupin woolen Mill was 
established in 1926 on south Hall 
Street producing wool bats and 
later, retailing woolen garments. 

Ari ·explosion in the boiler room 
damaged the mill in. 1960 and it 
was not rebuilt. 

' . 

Bounding from log to log In a 
1 wagon or stagecoach was 
somewhat less than enjoyable but 
a century ago It was the way to 

.,,'., .' , .r.each-Eaton..RapJds.·.·············..-············: -. ·• •••••.••••• 

The Eaton Rapids area was a 
leader in wool production and 
manufacturing but with. the 
Introduction of synthetics the 
wool industry declined and an era 
that helped shape· Eaton Rapids Is 

~~ ~~~~~~~f!"t~~-.• .. :.:.:.:,:.:::.:.~:-:.9.'?~~~:~e.~.9.fV,:.:,:~-~~~:::~~~::Yh'.1:,;;~1;:,·,~,:-.;'. .. 1 
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. . The flying red horss had gl'llced the North End f!llobile statio.n for 40 years. 

. ! Pegasus sign flying tO posterity 
. : .. By.HELEN R. CLEGG 

Staff Writer 
THE MOBIL 'building there also · probably be· needed before the red 

has the first Red Pegasus in the new horse exhibit is ready f.or display~ 
world. Its dimensions are gigantic - But the Pegaus symool and color 

· : EATON RAPIDS - For 40 :1ears a 40 feet Jong and 30 feet high, weigh- had its beginning in other countries. 
. · : · flying red horse has been ak>p the ing 15 tons, with a quarter mile of 

North End Mobile station hei=. This red neon tubing, and a two-horse- THE FL YING HORSE was 
· •. · was Pegasus, fabled steed of Greek power motor to tum it, if not to adopted as a symbol before the name 
· · mythology, known for powt=r and make it fly. of ~obi! Oil Corp. came into being, 

.. · : speed, and the emblem of MGbil Oil The Eaton. Rapids offering is not said Judy Pabocik of Mobil's distr,ict 
· 

1 ·Coro. so grandiose - weighing 150 to 200 headquarters in Shemburg, Ill. Its 
: : ·: · i ~ · :thursday it alighted ·on ·earth - pounds, standing about four feet high two predecessors were Socony Vac-
: · : · : -With a little help from a crew d mor- by six feet Jong. uum Oil, and later Mobil Company. 
·. · · · :tal men. · In those days the steeds were .A Mobil dealer in South· Africa 
· · · - · - made of steel, painted with red en- first thought of using the symbol in 
. · : · ~ · :wHEN mE LATE Ward A. Trim- amel. Today's versions are made of · 1911. · ; 

' : ·t)Je establishee the North Enj Sta- plastic. · Later, the Pegasus symbol was 
tio~ here in 1944, he put Pegasus in painted red by Mobil Sekyu of Japan 
place: AS IT HAPPENS, the curator of - a country well known for its love 

' ' f 

i 

Now ~e emblem will be shi~ to the Wax Museum of the Souwthwest .of red .. 
the Wax Museum of the Southwest at has Eaton Rapids ties. He is Steve 
Gran<l Prairie, Texas, about half Homing, son of Don Lockwood, a · PABOCIK COMMENTED that the · 
way l>etween D_allas and Fort Worth, principal with Eaton Rapids schools. use of a white Pegasus by businesses 

1 said Tort Trimble, widow of \\"ard's ln town visiting recently,,Horning is·no!,unc_ommon .. Buqmly 1".l_obil q,~s \ 
. ~ son, Maurice D.; .who died June 9.. . said. the institution would weleome a red one. The corporations' orner . 

The museum is interested in Mobil 
history and memorabilia becaase a 
large corporate office, empwying 
about 2,000, is located in Dallas. 

the historic· horse. · . ' · ' two colors are blu~ and'white. 0 
· An earth-bound :Pegasus will be Mobil corpbrate headquarters are 
boxed, weighed -and probably in New Yor)c City; marketing and re
shipped in its qiedium - by air. Tort finishing headquarters in Fairfax, 
said ~?mii'}g t_o..!!! he!_~i~ months will Va. 

o··--
t::l 0 0 -0 

c a··o o o·a·-o-!'.:" -on 

_____ _.._ 
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Pftoto by TOM O.WITT 

BIG BANG - Larry Holley, Eaton Rapids mayor and fire
works expert;lowers a fireworks s1ell into a firing tube. Some 
o_f the tubes are nearly 4 feet long 3nd 12 i 1c:ies in diameter. 

Fireworks firm motto: 
'Never a bum show' 
ByTOMQeWITI 
Jounol Correspondent 

EATON . RAPIDS - Among the 
thol&llds who will be making noise 
this Fourth of July will be a number 
of men from Eaton Rapids who, if 
given the choice, would rather shoot 
off areworks then have a vacation at 
Mackinac Island. · 

They are. members of Hobo Fire
wor~G, an Eaton Rapids pyrotech· 
nics. firm which will be responsible 
not Olly for the show here but the 
Motilt Pleasant, Grand Blanc and 
Lar.smg programs as well. · 

"If I HAD the choice to go to 

-·· 

Mackinac I.:;larld for the hollday.,,or 
shoot these :ireworks shows, I am 
airaid I \lotlld choose the fire
W)rks,'' said Larry J~ Holley, one of 
the co-founc.ers. 

Holley, alg: the mayor of Eaton 
R3pids, established the firm with his 
partner, Rager Bonney, a number of 
years ago a:ter learning the ropes 
from an expert from Greenville. And 
ctere is a :-ec..l skill in putting on a 
snow such as will be seen in Lansing, 
\\flere 850 s1ells will be.used.· 

First of in. the men of the Hobo 
company, -,.Jh the motto "never a 
bJm show;• :nust bury their firing 
tabes, or mortars. The largest, which 

See FIREWORKS, PAGE 2B 
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Miller Farms Celebrate 

Three-Quarters Century 

Of Ice Cream Making 
Three quarters of a century 

ago, Dennis G. Miller cranked 
out his first three gallons of 
ice cream in the well house of 
his farm home east of Eaton 
Rapids. 

He was looking for a more 
profitable way to use his milk, 
which then brought two cents a 
quart. In the process he crank
ed up an industrial enterprise 
that is still growing. 

That enterprise today produces 
more ice cream in 20 minutes 
than Dennis Miller made in the 
entire first year of 1896. 

The product is sold through 
11 Miller Dairy Farms stores 
and 150 dealers in Michigan. 
It is produced in a thoroughly 
modern plant on the original 
Miller farm, just a stone's throw 
from where Dennis Miller start
ed it all. 

That first 111-acre farm has 
grown to 14 farms in Eaton and 
Ingham counties, covering 1,300 
acres and supporting a dairy 
herd of 500 registered Holsteins. 

The M i 11 e r Hydro - Electric 
plant at Smithville not only pow
ers this operation but provides 
surplus electricity that has 
brought electric lights and power 
to many farm homes in Michigan. 

How did they do it? 
George Miller, son of the 

founder and head of the enter
prise today, has a simple an
swer - a quality product whose 
bas i c ingredients have never 
changed. 

He was asked recently, 
"What's different about Miller's 
ice cream?" 

"The difference is in the fact 
that we use all fresh dairy pro
ducts - fresh milk and cream, 
with emphasis on natural fla
vors," he replied. "Many com
mercial ice creams today are 
formulated of powdered milk and 
whey. Not Miller's!" 

The mention of natural flavors 
reminded him that not too many 
years ago a big strawberry patch 
was grown alongside the plant, 
dedicated to producing fr es h 
strawberries for Miller's ice 
cream. 

The patch is no longer there, 
bu t Miller's buys hundreds of 
pounds of fresh-frozen straw
berries each year for use in 
its ice cream. 

In addition to all the quality 
checks in the modern p 1 ant, 
George Miller has his own meth
od of checking. He eats ice cream 
at least once or twice each day. 
·His father was featured in Rip
ley's "Believe It or Not" col
umn in 1950 for having eaten a 
pint of ice cream every day for 
50 years. 

No medicinal claims are made 
for Miller's ice cream, but Den
nis Miller lived a long and ac
tive life. He died in 1953 at the 
age of 83. 

Henry Ford was testing his first 
"horseless carriage" in Detroit, 
and Dennis Miller was operat
ing his 111-acre dairy farm east 
of Eaton Rapids on Plains road. 

The Miller family had moved 
here when Dennis was four years 
old, coming from a farm near 
Lansing on a site now occupied 
by Mt. Hope Cemetery. 

Dairy farming was far from 
profitable that year and Dennis 
rebelled at getting only two cents 
a quart for his milk. 

That's when he cranked up the 
hand freezer and went into the 
ice cream business. The site was 
the well house behind the Mil
lers' original farm house, locat
ed about where the present tenant 
house sits. 

The ta 11 - pillared, gracious 
Miller Farm home of today was 
occupied about 1900. 

History records that an Eaton 
Rapids businessman named Frost 
was the first dealer to handle 
Miller's ice cream in a store 
located on N. Main street in 
downtown Eaton Rapids. 

The first dealer in Lansing 
was Kraft Drugs, in the Olds 
Hotel, in 1919 or '20. Deliveries 
at that time were made in a 
Model T Ford that could carry 
six 5-gallon tubs of ice cream. 
"And usually about 10 kids," 
George Miller recalled. 

The first years were the "salt 
and ice days" of ice cream pro
duction. There was no mechani
cal refrigeration, so freezing 
had to be accomplished through 
use of crushed ice generously 
sprinkled with salt. 

The frozen ice cream was 
packed in big wooden tubs piled 
high with salt and ice for storage 
and transportation to the dealers. 

Millers cut their own ice each 
winter on the pond above the 
Smithville dam and also bought 
some from Webster's downtown. 

Stored on the farm in two ice 
houses and packed in sawdust, 
it had to last until the next winter. 

Mechanical refrigeration ar
rived at Miller's in 1920. That 
was an "open" winter, with no 
ice worth cutting on the river, 
and an electric-powered brine 
tank freezer was installed. 

The first refrigerated ice 
cream cabinets operated by elec
tricity came along _ about the 
same time, and Miller's made 
their own, for use by their deal
ers. Design of refrigerated cab
inets was a closely-guarded trade 
secret in those duys. It was cus
tomary to drape a rug over the 
freezing mechanism whenever a 
rival ice cream manufacturer 
came around. 

Miller's later copyrighted one 
of the first "solid" ice cream 
cabinets, using modern gas-fill
ed coils instead of liquid brine 
as the freezing agent. It was the 
standard for the industry for 
years. 

Distribution was as much a 
problem as refrigeration in the 
early days. Tradition has it that 
Dennis Miller made his first 
deliveries in Eaton Rapids on a 
bicycle. 

Then came the horse and wag
on, Model T Ford and, finally, 
today's fleet of big white refrig
erated trucks. 

History records that Dennis 
even took his samples - packed 
in tubs of salt and ice, of course
on the railroad to Springport, 
Charlotte and other nearby towns 
to line up dealers. 

It's a long time since those 
early days, but Millers' form
ula for success is the same now 
as it was then. 

George Miller puts it this way: 
"The key to our success is 

people - dedicated and loyal peo
ple. We've had more than our 
share." 

DENNIS G. MILLER loved the product of the company he 
founded in 1896. 

Company President 
Once Navy Pilot 

George F. Miller is president 
of the company. 

He and his brother, Charles, 
were introduced to the dairy 
business early in life. Their 
father, Dennis G. Miller, as
signed each 10 cows to milk 
every day when they were 10 
or 11 years old. 

George graduated from Mich
igan Agricultural College in 1917 
with a degree in engineering and 
dairy science. He later took cour
ses at Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology. 

His engineering training was 
quickly put to use when he de
signed some of the early soda 
fountain refrigeration equipment. 

During World War I he was 
a flying officer in the infant Naval 
Air Force, training pilots in the 

m 
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GEORGE F. MILLER :;:o 
)> 

old pusher-prop flying boats and :32 
Burgess M-9 float planes. He o 
held Navy Pilot's License No. Vl 

996 and attained the rank of 1..... 

lieutenant commander. 0 
During World War II he did ~ 

much to stimulate interest in z 
flying among young people. He )> 
helped organize the Eaton Rap- 1 

ids Flying Club and the county g1 
unit of the Civil Air Patrol, of 0 
which he was squadron command- :> 
er. At one time he held private, :;:o 

commercial and instructor rat- .g 
ings. a.. 

Addition a 1 service during !!' 
World War II included repre
senting the retail ice cream in- ~ 
dustry on the President's Com- g._ 
mission on Dairy Products. He cc 
later served the industry on a g 
committee on legislative mat- ~ 

ters. z 
Active in civic and church o 

affairs , he is a former presi- ~ 
dent of the Eaton Rapids Rotary 3 
Club and a director of Amer- g
ican Bank & Trust. ..., 

He also remains very active '-I 
in all phases of the Miller op- ~ 

In the year 1896, President 
Cleveland was in the White House, Main St., Eaton Rapids, at the time the first Miller's ice cream was introduced 

eration, including the farms, 
power plant and ice cream divi- ~ 
sion. _, 
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WIFE OF THE FOUNDER, 
Mary Edith (Minnie) Miller, 
was his constant helpmate and 
was a c t iv e in the business 
from its very start until her 
death in 1940. 

CLYDE MAY has supervised 
the Miller farming operation 
since 1957. He holds a mas
ter's degree in agricultural 
economics from Purdue uni
versity and, at one time, was 
on the staff at Michigan State 
before forming his own com
pany, May Farm Management. 

o DON CADY has been the en-
z gineer in charge of the Miller 

c.... Hydro-Electric Power Plant 
o since Miller's acquired the 
Ol water power rights in 1936. 
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a:: WILLARD BAKER is in charge 
Z of refrigeration and mainte-
0 nance for the eleven Miller 
t- Ice Cream Parlors. Aside 
~ from 5 years in the U.S. 

army during WW n, he has 
· been with Miller's since 1935. 

MILLER'S FARM NEWS - 75th Anniversa 

Ice Cream Maker 
Also Makes News 

Yellowed newspaper clippings 
dating back for decades show 
that Miller's was always making 
news because of its desire to do 
the unusual - to be different 
and innovative - whether it dealt 
with new farming techniques, new 
ice cream flavors and promo
tions, or harnessing the Grand 
river to produce cheap electri
city for their farms and plant. 

In 1939, the Detroit News de
voted a large part of its Sunday 
rotogravure section to Miller's 
new Hydro-electric power plant. 
Later, in 1969, the Detroit Free 
Press featured a half-page story 
about Miller's and "The Ice 
Cream Capital of The World." 

In 1950, the syndicated feature, 
"Believe It or Not," showed a 
sketch of Dennis G. Miller, then 
80, enjoying a dish of ice cream 
and mentioned that he had "av
eraged a pint of his own ice 
cream every day for the past 
50 years." 

Numerous articles appeared 
in state newspapers, farm and 
trade journals in the 1930s about 
the Miller farms and ice cream 
operation. 

Miller's was mentioned in 19-
47 in an article about Eaton 
Rapids in Coronet magazine. Sev-

ROBERT HOUSTON, plant 
production superintendent, 
oversees the mix making op
eration as the milk, cream, 
sugar and other ingredients 
cook in the giant vacuum pan. 
Bob started with Miller's in 
the early 1930's. He has stud
ied dairy manufacturing and 
ice cream making at Michi
gan State, Penr, State and Iowa 
State. 

eral of Miller's imaginative sun
daes were described in a July 
1971 issue of Look. 

Miller's flew first class in 
the June 1970 issue of United 
Airlines Mainliner magazine. Al
though several other firms were 
mentioned, Miller's was accord
ed the most space in a story 
about unusual ice cream sun
daes. 

During election years, Miller's 
Sundae Poll results are often 
carried by both the AP and UPI 
wire services. It is not unusual 
to get phone calls from party 
leaders inquring about a can
didate's standing in the Miller 
poll. Even the governor's of
fice has called. 

During the 1964 race between 
Johnson and Goldwater, Presi
dent Johnson wrote: "It is in
deed reassuring to know of your 
customers' support, and I hope 
I will continue to merit the con
fidence and goodwill of my fellow 
Americans." 

During the 1970 gubernatorial 
election, Vicki Levin, wife of 
the candidate, wrote from the 
Miller Ypsilanti store: "I en
joyed your sundae and your poll." 

After reading a feature story 
about Miller's poll that fall in 
the Detroit News, U.S. Sen. Phil 
Hart wrote: "No need to tell 
you I'm hopeful the November 
3rd verdict on the Senate race 
will prove your Soda Straw vote 
this year as accurate as in the 
past." 

It is not unusual to hear Mil
ler's mentioned on TV or radio. 
In 1967, Arthur Godfrey read 
Miller's entire hippie menu one 
day during his CBS radio show. 

Miller's 1970 Environmental 
Menu proved newsworthy. Both 
the AP and UPI carried the 
story and it appeared in news
papers and was heard on radio 
stations across the country, in
cluding CBS News. 

A popular radio personality 
on Detroit's WJR read from the 
menu on a number of different 
days. The November 1971 issue 
of The Rotarian also did a story 
on the menu. Bill Cullen talked 
about Miller's during his 5-min
ute NBC radio program on June 
30, 1971. 

During the early part of 1971, 
Miller's "Mini vs. Midi Emer
gency Sundae Poll" appeared in 
newspapers from Honolulu to New 
England after the Los Angeles 
Times sent the story out on its 
wire service • 

OFFICE STAFF -Left to right: Dorothy Sullenbarger, Nora -
velle Reese, Carolyn Brandt and Inis Horner. Miss Sullen
barger is in charge of the wholesale bookkeeping and Miss 
Horner has charge of the retail stores accounting. Both 
have been with Miller's since the 1930's. 

RHEA MILLER :Left) daughter of the founder, and her friend 
Betty Brenner, enjoy a treat at a Miller Ice Cream Parlor. 
Miss Miller maintains a residence in Saginaw and divides 
her time between there and the family home in Eaton Rapids. 
A musician, she spent many years in the educational field 
and recently retired as Supervisor of Music for the Saginaw 
Public Schools. 

HARVESTING SCENE in the earlv davs shows threshlDI!: 
machine, horses and wagons, and steam engine. 

MODEL-T DELIVERY TRUCK hauled ice cream in metal 
cans in the l 920's. 

GARY COATS, head herdsman, looks over part of a herd 
of Miller's registered Holstein-Friesian dairy cows. He finds 
his ranch wagon the ideal vehicle for getting around to the 
various Miller farms which comprise about 1300 acres. 

IN THE EARLY DAYS, before mechanical refrige:ration, 
Miller's ice cream was packed in metal cans inside these 
wooden tubs and completely surrounded by salt and ice. 
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HOME OF MILLER'S ICE CREAM, Eaton Rapids, Michigan, "The Ice Cream Capital of 
the World." Artist's sketch shows the imposing early American farm home near where 
Mr. and Mrs. D.G. Miller made their first ice cream in 1896. Modern ice cream plant is 
at the left. Big, white barn on right has become a familiar trade-mark on the many Mil
ler packages. Barn is now used as a "maternity ward" for new mother cows and their ba
by calves. 

L .............. ... 

JOYCE WNA, Miller's Old 
Mill Store manager, tops ev
ery sundae with a smile. She 
is shown serving the award
winning "Mayflower Sundae," 
complete with sails and a free 
copy of the Mayflower Com
pact. 

The attractive Miller script 
was designed in the early 1900s 
and has become a familiar sign 
of quality on the many Miller 
pachages and trucks. The Colon
ial frame was added in the 1950s. 

WILLARD FOX came to Miller's in 1954 and is in charge 
of plant refrigeratio111 and fleet maintenance. He's also an 
expert on antique cars and keeps the Model-T (which has 
been in the Miller family since 1915) and the '29 Hupmo
bile in top running condition. Antique autos are used to 
carry out Miller's old~fashioned quality theme. 

DON KEPPEL is Miller's 
Master Mix Maker and earned 
his degree in dairy manufac
turing at Michigan Stite. EARL NESSEL has the cool

est job of all. Temperatures 
in the big hardening and stor
age room range from 15 to 20 
degrees below zero. An avid 
sportsman, he likes to think 
his job prepares him for his 
annual deer hunting trip into 
the cold Upper Peninsula. He 
started at Miller's in 1947. 

MILLER'S OLD MILL STORE in Eaton Rapids was once an 
operating grist mill. 

MILLER'S OLD DEPOT Ice Cream Parlour in Charlotte 
is a sturdy building given a new use and new lease on life. 

DALE DOXTADER joined the 
firm in 1957 and checking on 
truck loading is only one of 
his many duties. He also has 
charge of the stockroom and 
works in the sales depart
ment. That's his assistant, 
Ernie Hershey, with him. Al
though retired, Ernie enjoys 
his part-time delivery job. 

THIRTY FLAVORS 
Starting off with only three, 

Miller's now makes more than 
30 flavors of ice cream. 

Miller's Originate 
Tin Roof Ice Cream 
Miller's has been credited with 

originating many new ice cream 
flavor ideas. The Eaton Rapids 
firm was the first to make Tin 
Roof ice cream in the late 1940's. 
It has since become a standard 
flavor with large and small ice 
cream manufacturers across the 
country. 

Tin Roof is made by rip
pling chocolate fudge sauce in
to vanilla ice cream and add
ing Spanish peanuts. 

Back in the very early days, 
vanilla, chocolate and strawberry 
were the only flavors. It was quite 
a departure when someone 
thought ofaddingapopularbreak
fast cereal and calling it "Grape 
Nuts Ice Cream." 

Soon the Miller family began 
experimenting with other flavors. 
Mrs. Minnie Miller paid $5 for 
a recipe for making caramel 
ice cream and cooked the car
amel flavoring on her kitchen 
stove. 

It was time consuming but the 
ice cream proved to be an in
stant success. Years later, Mil-

ler's originated Caramel Cashew 
ice cream which has become a 
best seller for many manufac
turers. 

Today, some of the more pop
ular flavors include: Blueberry, 
Butterscotch Ripple, Fudge Rip
ple, Lemon, Neapolitan, Straw
berry, Strawberry Ripple, Choc
olate-Chip-Mint, Tin Roof, But
ter Pecan, French Vanilla, Black 
Cherry, Chocolate Almond, Cof
fee, Peppermint Stick, Orange
Pirieapple, Raspberry Ripple, 
Black Walnut, Caramel Cashew 
and others. 

Vanilla is still the top selling 
flavor, with chocolate in second 
place. 

Millers produce several natur
al flavored sherbets. They also 
manufacture ice milk, a frozen 
dietetic dessert, and ice cream 
sandwiches. 

New flavors are promoted 
throughout the year. Some of the 
more unusual have included Dill 
Pickle, Licorice, and Tiger 
Tails. 

PLANT 

Ice Cream Man Pushed 
Into Making Electricity 
Because buying electricity was 

expensive in 1936, Miller's 
thought of a way to cut cost. 
They bought the site of an egg
crate factory on the Grand riv
er, a mile and a half from the 
dairy plant, repaired a century
old dam, built a power plant and 
manufactured their own current. 

As they passed Miller's plant 
on their way to town, two Ham
lin township farmers, William 
Clegg and James Houston, saw 
the solution of a problem. They 
were the heads of a group that 
had tried unsuccessfully to in
duce a public utility to extend 
its electric service to the town
ship. 

"Why not sell current to us?" 

CALF POWER 
A calf on a treadmill, oper

ating the milking machine and 
separator, was one of Dennis Mil
ler's earliest steps toward mech
anization. 

FORMULA FOR SUCCESS 
Dennis Miller preached that 

20 cows, 20 acres of alfalfa, 
20 acres of corn and 20 years 
of work could make a farmer 
independent. 

they asked Dennis Miller. "A 
lot of it is going over the dam 
every day." 

"I'm in the ice cream busi
ness," Miller replied. "I don't 
know the first thing about the 
power business." 

All three thought the idea was 
a good one, however, and so did 
officials of the Rural Electri
fication Administration in Wash
ington, who advanced funds for 
six miles of lines to serve Ham
lin Township. 

Other farmers heard of Mil
ler's electricity and wanted it, 
too. The dema~d became so great 
and extensive that it gave birth 
to the nation's biggest electri
cal enterprise at that time un
der the REA-the Tri-County E
lectrical Cooperative with head 
offices and plant at Portland. 
Miller's now sell their surplus 
power to the Wolverine Co-op 
at Portland. 

Presently Millers are serv
ing about 40 homes and farms 
as well as the ice cream plant. 
The power plant building houses 
two big diesels and three water 
turbine generators. Two more 
water generators are in a build
ing adjacent to Miller's Old Mill 
store in downtown Eaton Rapids. 
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BRYCE THOMSON 

Bryce Thomson got his start 
in the ice cream business be
hind the soda fountain ofa small
town drug store. 

That soda fountain job was in 
his native Bellevue, Mich., where 
he a 1 so graduated from high 
school. Since then he has taken 
study courses in advertising and 
business management. 

Joining Miller's in 1940 as 
merchandising manager , he left 
soon after to serve with a Com
bat Engineers Battalion in Eu -
rope during World War Il. 

He returned to Miller's as 
stores supervisor in 1946, later 
became sales manager and in 
1964 was appointed general man
ager. 

The National Ice Cream Re
tailers Association elected him 
to a number of offices and he 
was c.hairman of their committee 
on Ideas and Control for 16 
years. In 1965, he was the asso
ciation's national president. 

Bryce also served a term as 
president of the Michigan Ice 
Cream Retailers Associationand 
in 1970 was named "Dairy Man
ufacturer of The Year"-highest 
award of the Michigan State uni
versity Dairy department. 

He is widely known in the in
dustry for his imaginative and 
provocative promotions - some 
of which have won national 
awards and international rec
ognition for Miller's. 

In addition, he has authored 
many articles dealing with mer
chandising techniques and has 
the unmatched achievement of 
being the three-time winner of 
t h e annual Idea - of - The - Year 
Award sponsored by the National 
Ice Cream Retailers and Ice 
Cream Field magazine. 

RO UTEMEN Ancel C as 1 er 
(left) and Francis (Corky) Ki
kendall are shown checking 
over load sheet. Corky came 
with the company in 1959 • 

.. f .. f f • t ' ' ~ 
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ARTHUR JOWETT 

Born in England, Art Jowett 
got his early business experience 
working in his parents' grocery 
store. While still in his teens, 
he immigrated to Canada and 
then to Eaton Rapids, where he 
attended high school. 

World War I intervened and 
he served with distinction with 
the 119th F i e 1 d Artillery in 
France in 1918. 

Returning to Michigan, he at
tended Ferris State college and 
joined Miller's as a salesman 
in 1926. Soon he was promoted 
to sales manager and later gen
eral manager. 

He was president of the Mich
igan Ice Cream Manufacturers 
Association during the 1940's 
and president of the National 
Ice Cream Retailers Associa
tion in 1950. 

Widely known throughout the 
industry, he was frequently in 
demand as a convention speaker. 

He was one of those most re
sponsible for promoting the 
growth of Miller's dealerships 
and stores over a period span
ning nearly four decades. He 
retired in December of 1963 
and now makes his home in 
Florida. 

Much of his enthusiasm and 
philosophy manifested itself in 
the people he trained and thus 
is still carried over in the bus
iness today. 

Some quotes from his talks: 
"Confidence is infectious." "It's 
value-not price." "Live your 
business." "Be an optimist." 
"Never show discouragement." 

FREEZING ROOM-Edith Hy
att and Donna Peckham are 
shown filling gallon cartons. 

IN MEMORIAM 
The late W. Roy Sprague 

joined the Miller firm in 
1945 as production mana
ger. He set up a new lab
oratory and trained others 
in quality control proce-
dures which are in use 
today. For this, and his 
other contributions, he will 
long be remembered. 

CHARLES D. MILLER 

Charles D. Miller, second son 
of the founder, graduated in 1924 
from the then Michigan Agricul
ture college, where he majored 
in dairying. 

During his junior year there, 
1923, he won the sweepstakes at 
the National Dairy Show held in 
Syracuse, N. Y., for judging Jer
sey and Holstein cattle. His rat
ing was the highest in that asso
ciation's history. 

Charles was active in civic 
affairs, particularly the Boy 
Scouts, Kiwanis and the Meth
odist church. Recognized nation
ally as an expert ice cream 
judge, he instituted many new 
production techniques. He was 
p art i cu 1 a r 1 y instrumental in 
helping his father develop the 
Hydro-Electric power facility on 
the Grand river. 

He assisted and encouraged 
young people to attend college, 
helped organize the Eaton Ra
pids Flying Club and, during 
the war, was active in the Civil 
Air Patrol. 

At age 45, he lost his life 
in a plane accident at the Mil
l er Airport in December of 
1946. 

HAROLD BRANDT, Jr. hand
les the big refrigerated semi 
that delivers ice cream to 
Miller's own stores. Harold 
has been associated with the 
company since 1954. His fath
er is based at Miller's Grand 
Rapids branch and started with 
Miller's in 1938. 

DONNA PECKHAM, lab tech
n i c i an, is shown operating 
quality control equipment. All 
mix is checked before freez
ing. 

Miller's Winner 
Of Many Awards 
Through the years, Miller's 

Farm Made Ice Cream has fre
quently taken top honors at re
tail ice cream manufacturers' 
conventions from Atlantic City 
to Chicago. Testing, sampling, 
and scoring is usually under the 
supervision of ice cream judg
ing teams from the dairy de
partments of some of the na
tion's leading universities. 

As recently as 1970, Miller's 
vanilla ice cream was given the 
highest score at a meeting of 
the Michigan ice cream retail
ers held in Lansing. 

In addition to the number of 
national awards for quality ice 
cream, Millers have also been 
a three time winner of the top 
trophy in the "Idea - Of - The -
Year" contest sponsored by Ice 
Cream Field magazine and the 
National Ice Cream Retailers 
Association. A wards were made 
for the following merchandising 
ideas: 
-Mi 11 e r's Presidential Sundae 
Poll which has been featured dur
ing every presidential election 
since 1952. (NICRA Convention, 
Atlantic City, 1956) 
-Miller's 21st Century Inter
planetary Menu. A forecast of 

GLENN FOWLER 

Glenn Fowler is secretary -
treasurer and office manager 
of Miller's. 

He is a graduate of both Cen
tral Michigan college and Lans
ing Business university. Before 
coming with Miller's in 1936, he 
worked for a Lansing newspaper 
and the U.S. Treasury Dept., and 
also spent three years as a 
country school teacher. 

He is a member of the National 
Association of Accountants and 
past president of the Eaton Rap
ids Rotary club. 

Over the years at Miller's, 
he has installed many modern 
accounting practices which are 
normally found only in much 
larger firms. 

Glenn also has an extensive 
background in farming, having 
been born and raised on the Cen
tennial Farm where he now lives. 
This experience has enabled him 
to participate in some of the 
policy - making for the Miller 
farms, as well as merging the 
accounting for the farms with the 
main office. 

PIGS, TOO 
Raising Ho 1st e in - Friesian 

dairy cows is not Miller's only 
farm endeavor. Corn is a major 
crop and Miller's also maintain 
a hog farm west of town which 
is managed by Louis Phillip. 

ice cream concoctions a hundred 
years in the future. (NICRA Con
vention, Miami Beach, 1961.) 
-Mi 11 e r's Psychedelic Menu 
which lampooned the hippie cul
ture with weird and wild soda 
fountain specialties. (NICRA 
Convention, Washington, D. C. , 
1967) 

And the list goes on: At Port
land, Oregon, in 1963, Miller's 
placed first in a Sundae Crea
tion Contest with their "May
flower Sundae," complete with 
sails and a free copy of the May
flower Compact. 

At a Chicago convention in 19-
64, Miller's received 1st place 
for their Tin Roof ice cream. 
That same year, the National 
Restaurant Association judged 
Miller's unique menu as "One 
of the top ten best in the spec
ialty house category" in the na
tion. 

Other outstanding promotion
al ideas which earned honorable 
mention and national interest in 
the industry include: 
-Jumping Bean Promotion. Free, 
live Mexican Jumping Bean with 
every ice cream cone. 
-Miller's "Giant Step Backwards 
Program". A way to recycle, 
revitalize, and remodel semi
historic buildings into ice cream 
parlors. 
-Miller's 1969 "Man On The 
Moon" Menu. A commemoration 
of man's boldest venture. 
-Mi 11 e r's Discotheque Menu. 
Crazy dances of the day were im
mortalized in ice cream. 
-Miller's "Mini Vs. Midi Emer
gency Sundae Poll". A clever 
menu and poll featured early in 
1971 was designed to help "solve 
the hassle of the hemline." 

In 1970, Miller's composed an 
"Environmental Ice Cream 
Menu" and the Lansing Citizens 
For Environmental Improvement 
honored them with an award for 
their "extensive publicity cam
paign aimed at improving and 
preserving the environment." 

Winning awards is nothing new 
for Millers. Their farming op
eration has also come in for its 
share of ribbons and honors since 
receiving the first prize for their 
registered Ho 1st e in - Friesian 
cattle at the Chicago Dairy Show 
in 1913. 

WAYNE JACKSON, assistant 
production manager , adjusts 
giant new 3-barrel freezer, 
capable of freezing as much 
ice cream in 20 minutes as 
Miller's entire firstyearpro
duction. Starting with Miller's 
while s ti 11 in high school, 
Wayne recently graduated 
from MSU. He illustrates 
company policy of promoting 
younger people to management 
positions. 
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Miller Da.iry leaves Eatids 
from milk. Of 
, they bottled 
'.ley made cottage 
;·e , w h i p p i n g 
. and their crown
>ry, some of the 
ice cream made 
ere in the world. 
~ing in the Miller 
y Store in 
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Home of Miller's Ice Cream, Eaton Rapids , Michigan , "The Ice Cream Capital of the World." Artist's riessage, telling 

sketch shows the imposing early American farm home near where Mr . and Mrs. O. G. Miller made their first all began: 
ice cream in 1896. Modern ice cream plant is at the left. Big, white barn on right has become a familiar trade- ~e~~ar c~::et~6d 
mark on the many Miller packages. Photo and caption reprinted from ?5th ar.iniversary edition of the Miller 's 
Farm News, 1971. , the White House. 
'--------------------------------------__J roit, a man by the 

At 5:00 p.m. on 
February 5, 1985, an era 
in Eaton Rapids history 
came to an end, but 
hardly anyone noticed. 
Miller Dairy Farms 
closed it doors. 

Yes, Miller's Ice 
Cream is still being 
manufactured, and us
ing the same formula. 
But, it is now being 
made in Bay City, 
where the new owners of 
Millers live. The equip
ment that was here has 
been shipped to Bay Ci-

ty. ths, help at the plant had 
According to Gus : dwindled to seven 

Ballas, plant super- em p 1 o ye es, truck 
visor, about 14 months drivers and office per
a go. Miller Dairy sonnel. After February 
Farms stopped produc- 5, only one person w.m 
tion in Eaton Rapids be kept on for security 
and used this facility on- purposes. The plant will 
ly as a distribution then be used only as a 
point. Alter the city distribution point for the 
refused their request to Ann Arbor area. 

Miller Dairy Farms of Ford was 
and related businesses n g h i s f i rs t 
were once one of the less carriage,' On 
largest concerns in 111 Michigan farm 
Eaton Rapids. They Eaton Rapids, 
s right from the .s G. Miller was 
grass up and provided (Continued on page 3) 
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annex an additional So, for Gus Ballas, 
hardening room, it just ..-Dorothy Craun, a 45 
wasn't economic all ear em lo ee a d_ the...___ 
feasible to keep 
plant open. 

Over the last 14 m 

iAoc:lel-T delivery truck hauled ice cream in metal cans in the 1920s. Photo frorr 
v1iller 's Farm News, 1971 . 

Ice cream era ends in ER 
Continued from page 1) 

freezing his first batch 
')f ice cream. 

''Tired of selling milk 
at 2 cents a quart, Den
'.lis Miller had cast 
about for .an idea, found 
it in a three gallon hand 
freezer and cranked the 
ide ·ill dustrla 

enterprise that is still 
growing. 
"The first years produc
tion was only 165 gallons 
and was delivered to 
local merchants on bicy
cle. Today Miller's 
freeze hundreds of 
gallons of ice cream dai-
~ ' th11>JI'! ~~tnn_.R_ani.d_ 

plant. 
Miller's raise1 

registered Holstei1 
Friesian cattle an1 
operated 11 farms, ani 
had their own hydr<1 
electric power plant. 

I guess even the bes 
of traditions can't go o: 
nrA-vAr _____ _ 
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Miller Dairy le•ton Rapids 
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made from milk. Of 
course, they bottled 
milk, they made cottage 
c h e e s·e , w h i p p i n g 
cream, and their crown
ing glory, some of the 
finest ice cream made 
anywhere in the world. 

-- ~-. - ~ -~ - -- , 
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Hanging in the Miller 
Dairy Store in 
downtown Eaton Rapids 
is a sign with the follow
ing message, telling 
how it all began: 

Home of Miller's Ice Cream, Eaton Rapids, Michigan. "The Ice Cree 
sketch shows the imposing early American farm home near where Mr. ar 
ice cream in 1896. Modern ice cream plant is at the left. Big, white barn or 
mark on the many Miller packages. Photo and caption reprinted from 75tt 
Farm News, 19.71 . 

"Th~ year was 1896. 
President Cleveland 

·was in the White House. 
In Detroit, a man by the 
name of Ford was 
testing his first 
'horseless carriage; On 
a small Michigan farm 
near Eaton Rapids, 
Dennis G. Miller was 

At 5:00 p .m. on 
February 5, 1985, an era 
in Eaton Rapids history 
came to an end, but 
hardly anyone noticed. 
Miller Dairy Farms. 
closed it doors. 

Yes, Miller's Ice 
Cream is still being 
manufactured, and us
ing the same formula. 
But, it is now being 
made in Bay City, 
where the new owners of 
Millers live. The equip
ment that was here has 
been shipped to Bay Ci-

ty. ths, help at the pl< 
According to Gus : dwindled to 

Ballas, plant super- employees, l 
visor, about 14 months drivers and offic 
a go . M i 11 er D a i r y sonnel. After Fel 
Farms stopped produc- 5, only one pers 
tion in Eaton Rapids be kept on for se 
and used this facility on- purposes. The pla 
ly as a distribution then be used only as a 
point. AJter the city distribution point for the 
refused their request to Ann Arbor area. 
annex an additional So, for Gus Ballas, 
hardening room, it just ..-Dorothy Craun, a 45 
wasn't economicall ear em lo ee a tlliL_ 
feasible to keep 
plant open. 

Over the last 14 m 

(Continued on page 3) 

iAodel-T delivery truck hauled ice cream in metal cans in the 1920s. Photo frorr 
v1iller 's Farm News, 1971. 

Ice cream era ends in ER 
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freezing his first batch 
'Jf ice cream. 

''Tired of selling milk 
:it 2 cents a quart, Den
:iis Mi:ller had cast 
:ibout for .an idea, found 
lt in a three' gallon hand 
freezer and cranked the 
jde dustrlal 

enterprise that is still 
growing. 
"The first years produc
tion was only 165 gallons 
and was delivered to 
local merchants on bicy
cle. Today Miller's 
freeze hundreds of 
gallons of ice cream dai-
_u • n _h.a_iP- li'___a_t_ftn an.ld. 

plant. 
Miller's raise1 

registered Holstei1 
Friesian cattle an1 
operated 11 farms, an1 
had their own hydro 
electric power plant. 

I guess even the bes 
of traditions can't go 01 
lnrAVA~--------



Quality ·marks 
the difference 
Concluded from Page 1 D 

Lansing, as most larger cities, has a 
bigger share of lower-cost housing. 
That brings the average price down. 

AND CONSIDER other day-to
day expenses: 

Williamston theater-goers can see 
new releases for $1.50 at the Sun 
Theater, at all times. Regular ad
mission at the Elmwood 8 Theaters, 
in Delta Township, is $4. 

Although the small theater shows 
new motion pictures, they appear a 
few weeks after their release date. 
Theater complexes like Elmwood or 
Meridian offer up to 12 movies (in
cluding midnight shows); matinee 
and special twilight show admis
sions come close to matching Wil
liamston's bargain. 

If you fancy Miller's ice cream, a 
cone will cost you slightly more 
downtown Lansing than at the origi
nal Miller's Ice Cream Parlour in 
Eaton Rapids. A single dip is 70 
cents in Lansing, 69 cents in Eaton 
Rapids; a double will cost you $1.30 
in the big city versus $1.25. 

YOU CAN SINK your teeth into 
"One of the best burf.ers for the 
price" at Pete and Jans Office Bar 
in Charlotte; $1.40 for a burger and 
20 cents extra for a cheeseburger. 
At Keller's in Williamston, an "old
fashioned hamburger" is $1.95; add 
20 cents for cheese. 

Several hamburger joints around 
Lansing can beat the price 
(Kewpee's Sandwich Shoppe down
town sells a burger for $1.04 and 
$1.24 for a cheeseburger) but sev
eral can surpass it (up to $5 in some 
fancier restaurants). We steered 
clear of the quality question. 

Josie, formerly Chateau Rouillard 
Restaurant in Charlotte, promises a 
fine meal for two for $10 (drinks not 
included). That beats many of Lans
ing's finer restaurants where one 
meal can start at $10. 

DRY CLEANING at major Lans
ing o~tions starts around $5 for a 
two-piece men's suit. You can get it 
done for $4.25 in St. Johns but could 
pay up to $5.95 in Williamston. 

Hardware items can be cheaper 
in smaller towns, vows Chuck Rog
ers, owner of Rogers Hardware & 
Decorating in Williamston. 

"Seventy-five percent of sundry 
items, we're cheaper on," Rogers 
said. But he bemoans the fact that 
local customers will drive the extra 
10 miles to the Meridian Mall area 
for selection. 

He charges $3.69 for 8-inch slip 
joint pliers while one major hard
ware store charges $4.00 for the 
same product. 

In business for about 12 years, 
Rogers has diversified his business. 
He is a Towne Club pop dealer and 
he fixes bikes in the back. His wife, 
Janice, runs a small dry-cleaning 
and alteration business in one part 
of the shop. 

HAIR CARE COSTS are compa
rable. A beauty salon in St. Johns 
will charge $7.50 and $7.50 for sham
poo and set; one in Lansing charges 
$7-$13 for men's shampoo and cu1 
and $14 for shampoo, cut and set; 
some styling salons in Lansin~ 
charge up to $15 for men and $20 for 
women. 

Gasoline prices one day thi& 
month were cheaper on Lansing's
Soutn side than in Eaton Rapids. 
But last week, a gas price war in 
Owosso brought prices down to 96 
cents a gallon ; it was cheaper to fill 
up in Owosso - at least that week. 



Small-town prices I or are they? 
By HAY A A. EL NASSER 
Staff Writer 

If you think smaller is always 
cheaper, think again. 

A random sampling of goods and 
services in Lansing versus small 
surrounding towns seems to indicate 
U1al it 11111~t be quality of living, not 
cost, that marks the difference. 

Consider this: 

- IF YOU LIKE the idea of walk
ing into a hardware store that quintu
ples as a soda shop, dry cleaner, bike 
repair and wallpaper shop, Williams
ton is your town. 

- If you want to pay less for a 
can of soup, stick with Lansing. 

- If French cuisine does more 
for your taste buds than down-home 
cuukb1', tluu't lt!a Vt! Lht: 1netropolis. 

- If you're not a punctual type 
when it comes to returning library 
books, you may want to live in St. 
J ohn3. Everyone lmowG each other 
so well that a phone call - "Not a 
hostile call, mind you," says the li
bnuiau - wu1 lu. Ut:Uer than a fine. 

A HODGE-PODGE of conclusions 
can be drawn from the unscientific 
survey conducted during the last 
two weeks. Prices in smaller com-

Staff photoe by GINGER SHARP 

DO IT ALL - Janice Rogers does dry-cleaning and alterations 
out of Rogers Hardware and Decorating in Williamston . 

munities such as Eaton R~pids, 
Charlotte and Williamston were 
lower, in some cases, than prices of 
similar items in Lansing. But it of
ten doponded on which Lansing busi
ness was used in the comparison; 
the variations were as widespread 
within the city of Lansing. 

OP.spitP. thP. lack of conclusive evi
dence on the cost of living differ
ences between small and large cit
ies, Larry Meyer, pre5ident of the 
Michigan Retailers Associatiop, 
does a little bit of hypothesizing. 

He believes retailers can no 
longer think in terms of rural
versus-urban marketing. 

"In most cases we're rcgionalized 
markt!Ls," says Meyt:r. "You look at 
the Lansing region (not at Owosso 
or Eaton Rapids, for example). Ba
sically, that's the shopping area." 

MARY ZEHNER thinks prices in 
smaller communities can be 
steeper. 

"If it's a very small town where 
there are very few stores, then 
prices would be a little higher partly 
because of the volume that they 
sell," says Zehner, an extension spe
cialist in Michigan State Univer
sity's department of agricultural 
economics. 

"It's hard to say specifically be
cause it depends on the town or the 
kind of store it is," she says. "Part 
of it relates to the number of items 
you carry, how fancy the store 1s, 
what type of services you offer, the 
amount of advertising ... " 

Meyer says competition has to go 
beyond a community's geographic 
boundaries. "A store that competes 
only within a small area would go 
out of business." 

SO LET'S TAKE a look at hous
ing: Based on average selling 
prices, Lansing homes are some of 
the cheapest in the area represented 
by the Greater Lansing Board of 
Realtors. 

In the first six months of this 
year, Lansing homes sold for an av
erage price of $38,298. That's lower 
than average prices in small com
munities like Dansville ($46,000), 
Eaton Rapids ($46,161), Mason 
($48,512), Williamston ($54,331), 
Mulliken ($46,000) or Charlotte 
($45,111). 

That is not to say that identical 
homes would sell for less in Lansing 
than in Mulliken It just means that 

See QUALITY, Page 3D 

COST FACTORS such as property ' 
tax rates and housing prices are 
more exact and easier to compare. 

When it comes to prnpP.rty taxP.s, 
Westphalia residents get a better 
deal than Lansing residents. 

The 1982 millage rates for Lans
ing (03.13), East Lansing (Tl.14) and 
Me1idian Township (G.5.78) were 
higher than in outlying communi
ties. 

Westphalia (47.94) and Windsor 
Township ( 48. 79) boasted one of the 
lowest tax rates that year. 

COMPARE
The new Elm
wood 8 movie 
theater, with 
its high-tech 
look, above, 
can't offer 
films for $1 . 50 
all the time like 
the XSun The
ater in Wil
liamston, right. 

I 
·1 

. '">1 
The owner of a $50,000 home in 

Westphalia paid $.379 less than the 
owner of a similar-priced home in 
Lansing. 

OLD-TIME LOOK - The Millers ice cream parlour in Eaton Rapids just happens to look like · 
most every other Millers store, be it in a big town or small. J:t iL:J. ~ _,(; 'l,'.j 
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Eatan. .Stamping Company Wishes 
Alma ltnold A Happy Retirement! 

It was a double cefeb'fa:.r day f«Jf'Alma, but a sorry one 
ti n for Eatbn-stamping Cdm- for our Quality Con-
pany employee, Alma Amotd, trol Department." Alma 

· n February 20. Family and came into the a.c. Depart-
. 1riends wished Atma Happy mem in 1979 after working 
; irthday and Happy Retire- in proouctton at all 3 plants, 
· ment after 21 years of and is a resp.ected m~mber of 
employment. the a .. team. 

' Most of Alma's family at- Mma is looking forward 
tEnded the party, where to spending more time with 
Company President, Ralph her grandchildren, and all of 
Al.lswede, . presented Alma us· at Eaten Stamping wish 
with a gift and a fond Alma the best of times during 
farewell. Her manager, Joe .be refli ~ fs! 
Brown, said ·'this is a oreat J5 ..._, .., ?7 

Clayton "Tiny" Gunn Retires 
From Eaton Stamping After 
~(~~~!,rs 

President Ralph Allswede with Tiny and his grandson 

Friends . and family got 
together on Feb. 27 to honor 
Clayton "Tiny" Gunn, who 
turned in his tool box and 
retired from Eaton Stamping 
Company after more than 40 
years of employment. , 

Retiring from the 
~aintenan~e department, 
Tiny has done just about 
every job at Eaton Stamping 
over the last 40~'2 years, and 
has watched the company 
grow from a small stamping 
plant on Hall Street ' to a 3 
plant complex . His super
visor, Jim Gilpin, says that 
Tiny has so much knowledge 
of Eaton Stamping's 
buildings, equipment and 
wiring that no one can ever 
fill his shoes! 

Tiny's famly plus 

numerous co-workers and 
other Eaton Stamping 
retirees attended the lun
cheon where Tiny was 
presented with his very own 
drill press, compliments of 
his co-workers. 

Because they are a close
knit family, Tiny plans on 
spending his retirement 
years with his wife, 
Roxanne, daughters, sons 
and grandsons. In fact, part 
of the family has just return
ed from a trip to Florida in 
Tiny and Roxanne's custom 
van. All of us at Eaton 
Stamping congratulate Tiny 
on being the first employee in 
the company's history to ob
tain 40 years, and wish him 
the happiest of .etiremPnt 
year~. 



John Colgan Retires From Eaton 
Stamping Company After 21 Years 

Pictured are (l-R): Ida & John Colgan, Plant 1 manager, Dean 
Long and V.P. of Manufacturing Gary Halsey. 

Eaton Stamping Com
pany employees threw a 
retirement party for fellow 
employee, John Colgan, on 
Jan. 30, 1987. Over 70 co· 
workers; friends and family 
attended, including John's 
wife, Ida, son John Jr.and 
his wife, Cara, and daughter, 
Pam. Company President. 
Ralph Allswede presented 
John with a gift from the 
company and commented 
"John has been a dedicated, 
hard-working employee of 
whom we are proud as his 
family must be." 

John was hired into 
Eaton S~amping 's Press 
Room in Jan. 1966, after 
working for Horner Woolen 
Mills and the VFW National 

Home. In the Press Room. 
John worked along side his 
current supervisor:;, Dean 
Long and Bernie Marriott, 
and says ·'they're great to 
work for.·· 

A "true" lrishTan, as 
his mother is from aelfast. 
Ireland, John and his wife, 
Ida, raised their ·:hildren, 
John Jr. and Pam, in Eaton 
Rapids and they :> an on 
keeping • this city :ls their 
hometown. 

To start his retirement 
days off right, John and Ida 
plan to strike it rich in Las 
Vegas in March. All of us at 
Eaton Stamping wish John 
many happy and healthy 
retirement years! 

-Y-Lad~ c2-/o2~/f7 

Ralph Allswede At Eaton 
Stamping 20 Years 

On January 16, 1987 President of Eaton Stamping Com
pany, Ralph Allswede, was comme~ded by .company 
Treasurer Eric Babbitt for 20 years of dedicated service. 

Eric Babbitt - Ralph Allswede 
Ralph was hired in 1967 remarked "In November of 

by Bill Babbitt, present 1982 when Ralph beca.me 
Chairman of the Board, as a President he was t~e fir~t 
buyer until 1970. when he non-owner to obtam this 
became the lnf~rma~ion position having su~ceeded 
Manager during which time Lyle Hamman and 8111 Bab
he was responsible for the bitt. The family and Eaton 
company's first computer Stamping employe~s ap
system and writing much of preciate your guiding the 
the original computer pro- company through much 
grams. Other positions held growth and success.·· 
by Ralph were Production Congratulations Ralph 
Manager and Vice-President and many thanks to you for 
of Sales. your past and future 

Eric presented Ralph leadership. · 
with an engfaved watch and $.J'aJ..uzJ, ;fa 7 /! 7 

----



~~* Bertha Rochester At 
Eaton Stamping 30 Years 

On April 8, 1987 Bertha, 
of the assembly area at Plant 
3, was commended by Gary 
Halsey, Vice-President of 
Production, for her diligence 
on the job over the past 30 
years. ~ertha, a very pro-

ductive person, has shown 
her versatility by holding 
various positions in the 
assembly rooms of the 
Company. 

To congratulate Bertha, 
her co-workers served 
breakfast rolls and coffee at a 
7 a. m. get-together and 
presented her with flowers, 
cards and poems while Jan 
Higgins, on behalf of the 
Company, to say ''Thanks 
for all your service" gave 
Bertha a helium balloon to 
which was attached a $100 
bill . {For some reason 
Bertha, with her usual 
cheerful grin , held tightly on 

·to that balteon.) Eaton 
Stamping is proud to have 
Bertha Rochester a 30 year 
member of our Company 
family . 



Kitchen Kollection Owners 
~ Y ~ Receive Certificate x' ... .' 
" r;.( 

Dan von Rabenau, publisher of "Giftware News," presents 
Jean Kline (left), Terri Cleeves and Jill Skinner of Kitchen 
Kollections, with a certificate naming them CORE (Customer 
Oriented Retail Expert) buyers during the recent Chicago Gift 
and Accessory Market at The Merchandise Mart. Kline, 
Cleeves and Skinner were among a group of more than 100 
retailers certified by The Mart and "Giftware News" in the 
CORE program, which was designed to keep gift and ac
cessories buyers on the cutting edge of trends and strategies 
in their field. In order to receive certification, buyers were re
quired to attend 4 educational seminars and be shown lines in 
5 showrooms. 



FA~MS IN EATON 
GO BAC.K TO 1 B~H 

Special to The Sf&te .Journal: 

EATON RAPIDS, Sept. 26-Prompt
ed ~Y the focusing of thought this 
year upon the century mark of Mich
igan's history, some owners of farms 
in the state are realizing their prop
erty has been retained in the same 
family for 100 years. Many pioneers 
came to this section and took up 
land from the government in 1836. 
One of these was an ancestor of Mrs. 
H. J. Gi!rna."l., who, with her husband, 
owns and operates Cedar Crest farm, 
located five miles south of Eaton 
Rapids on M9 and M50. 

Mrs. Oilman's grandfather, Heray 
P. Onderdonk, in the year 1836, se
cured a grant of about 500 acres, of 
which 160 acres -comprise the pre.sent 
farm. This original deed Is one of her his son, Wllliam. Here William's 
treasured documents today. Her an- daughter, Mrs. Q-ilman, nee Nina 
cestor came here fi:om Wayne county, M. Onderdonk, was born. This house 
New York, near the village of Galen, bumed in 1922 and the present home 
and his first home was a log cabin was built on the original wall. 
without windows. Iri 1838 he built Just a few rods north of the farm
anoth. er log house, but with windows. house, stands the Onderdonk school,, 
That house, built on the bank of still In use. The framework is that of 
Spring brook one half mile west of the original 8Choolhouse built about 
the present Gilman home, ·is occu- 90 years ago. 
pied as a dwelling today, although it Upon the death of Henry Onder
no lbnger ls included in· the Onder- donk, the property passed to his son, 
dank farm. Wllliam H., and upon his death to his 

In 1862, on the site of the present daughters.. Mrs. Gilman, however, I 
home, was built the first frame house bought her sister's share. The farm has 
and there lived Henry Onderdonk and come to be known even outside the I 
his family and later also the family of state tor its fine apple orchard. 
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\ Old Landmark to Soon 
Pass Out of Picture 

l Old flour mill, erected in 1~2 by Isaac Roberts, stopOs ope~a~o~s 
4 f grinding and the manufacture of flour. pera e Y 

after 5 yea~s o d 1 tel owned by Bert Mix and recently sold to 
numerous rrullers an V: l Y Mills which concern we understand will 
the Hdornl erdBruosteherAlls ;:::inery is being removed and work of re-
remo e an · 
modeling has started. 
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U SIDISS )97(e IVi 1\9 
Hiram retired from the business, but is 
called upon from time to time as an 
adviwr. 

William R. (Bob) Webster died in 
1970. At this time, Bob's widow, Betty, 
and Hiram's son, Bill, began OiJeration 
of the business. 

one time served as Mayor of Eaton 
Rapids. 

The firm, in years past, has operated 
an ice house (before refrigeration) and a 
coal business. The coal business was 
discontinued in 1972. 

Webster Lumber Co. 

Bill Webster, President of the 
company represents the fourth gen
eration of the Webster family owned 
business. The firm is 106 years old. 

In the so·s and 60's, the firm was in the 
home buildin.g business, but the in
dustry has slowed, leaving the Webster 
Lumber Cumpany primarily a lumber 
yard. 

The Webster Lumber Company, 
located at 108 Elizabeth Street since 
1969. is the oldest family owned 
business in Eaton Rapids. 

Soon aft er the railroad tracks were 
down, the business was moved to Line 
Street. 

president of the National Bank of Eaton 
Rapids and President of the school 
board for many years. 

Following his death, Hiram , Van and 
William R. Webster became owners of 
the firm . In 1948, the b

0

rothers bought 
out Clyde R. Harry, son of H. P. 
Webster, also owned part of the 
business . 

Bill Webster recalled his start in the 
family business at the age of fifteen. He 
began by sweeping floors. At the age of 
15, before school each morning, it was 
his job to check invoices. 

Summer is the busiest time of the year 
for the lumber business. The firm stocks 
roofing products, paneling, paint and 
construction supplies along with the 
lumber inventory. ' 

Clyde Webster moved to Detroit where 
he later became a judge. He remained a 
silent partner in the Eaton Rapids 
Company. 

He attends Lansing Community 
College where he is taking classes in 
pyschology. He is an active member of 
Lodge 284, Masons, in Springport. 

Store hours are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
weekdays and 8 a.m. until noon on 
Saturdays. The firm offers free delivery 
as a service to their customers. 

In 1870, Hiram S. and Aaron Webster, 
with Aaron's son, H.P. Webster, start
ed the business soon after arriving from 
the Coldwater area. The lumber yard 
was located on the east side of the river, 
in an area then known as Grand Street , 
which ran between the river and River 
Street. 

A cousin of H. P. Webster and Clyde 
Webster , William E .. became a partner 
in the business in 1912. William E. 
remained in the business until his death 
in 1945. William E. Webster was the 

Van Webster died in 1961. When 
William R. Webster retired as a career 
officer in the U.S. Army in 1967, he 
mana,ged the company. At this time 

His father, Hiram Webster, will be 74 
in June. He is an original member of the 
Eaton Rapids Rotary Club and a past 
president. He is also 'a member of the 
Eaton County Historical Society and at 

The firm also offers quality materials 
and service.po-it-yourselfers, a~ well as 
builders and industrial firms are cus
tomers at the Webster Lumber Com
pany. 

One of the oldest houses in ·Eaton Rapids, the former John 
Miller family home, will be one of four homes featured in the 
Home Tour sponsored by the Women's Auxiliary of the Eaton 
Rapids Community Hospital. The Miller home, now owned 
by Rhea Miller, located at 837 State Street was purchased .in 
1872. Originally of Early American style, the house was 
remodeled in 1928. The front facade was changed to Georgian 
Colonial and the porch style was copied from the present 
Michigan Historical Society house, which was copied from 
Mount Vernon, President George Washington's home. 
Tickets may be purchased from Auxiliary members or at any 
home during the May 16 Home Tour. 

·Davidson Old Mill Yarn 

Davidson Old Mill Yarn is a 
unique business , not only for 
Eatoi1 Rapids and Michigan, 
but in the United States as 
well. 

Even after a fire destroyed 
the operation in 1969, the 
"mill" still distribuh ; the 
largest selection of yarns 
available in the United 
States. 

The new business is 
actually a spin-off of the 
"Spinning Wheel Yarn 
Shop'' that was founded-a s a 
hobby- at what is now the . 
Calico Kitchen restaurant. 

Linton Davidson has since 
moved and expanded the 
small yarn shop into the old 
distribution center that exist
ed hefore the fire. The 
expansion is continuing to
day. 

Mr. Davidson lives in town . 
with his wife Arlene, and 
three children, Eric 13; 
Heather 11; and Todd 10. 

Davidson Old Mill Yarn has 
one full time and three part 

. time employees. Linda 
Waite is the manager and 
has been with the business 
for five years. Ava Towns 
Samson is the secretary; Pam 
Lerch is a part time clerk; 
and April Wells works in the 
winding department. 

After the 1969 fire, the 
business turned into a full 
time retail and wholesale 
outlet. Some machinery was 
salvaged from the ruins, so 
some winding has resumed. 

The strongest field right 
now is in the wholesale area 
for hand weaving, pure wool 
yarns . The~e yarns include 

camel, yak, goat and cow 
hair, among others. These 
wholesale outlets reach to all 
SO states. 

Other varieties of yarn are 
available for hand knitting, 
macrame, and hand weav
ing. 
larger varieties of yarns are 

imported directly from 
Ireland, England, Sweden, 
Denmark and other coun
tries. 

Other yarns are purchased 
through brokers. Through 
them yarns come from such 
countries as Mexico, Paki
sta1., Germany and India are 
purchase..:. · 

Even the Indians buy their 
yarn from Eaton Rapids. The 
Navajho get their very spec
ial yarn here and Chinayo 
yarns are sent to weavers of 
Indian descent in New Mex-

ico. Thts type ot yarn was 
produced here before the 
fire. 

Besides yarns, ·knitting and 
hand weaving looms and 
their accessories - are distri
buted. These accessories 
include such technical things 

as niddy noddys-used to wind 
yarn from a spinning wheel; 
wooden adjustable swifts-
thing you put the skeins on; 
hand cards--which are used 
to separate the wool; rigid 
heddles--part of the loom 
used to raise the warp 
strings, which determine the 
length of a weaving; and 
hand crafted stone beads. 

Mr. Davidson not only 
keeps busy filling orders and 
overseeing the gradual ex
pansion of his business--the 
winding department and 
mill-ends areas are being 
enlarged· 
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New shops fill voids in Eaton Rapids 
~y HELEN CLEGG 
taff Writer 

EATON RA PTnS - Plagued by 
:mpty store fronts in the middle of 
lowntown, Eaton Rapids has 
:tarted to take on a new, busier 
DOk. 

I hree new businesses have 
1penetl in the last few months and a 
ourth will join them in August. Two 
1l11~1 l1u:o-.inesses, one new and one 
·elocated, have w1thm the past nine 
nonths set up shop in once-empty 
:tore fronts . 

MEANWHILE, about six blocks 
:outh on Main Street, the owners of 
me popular eating place have 
>ought another establishment. 

Among the new businesses is 
<nickerbocker's, a bar and restau
·ant at 145 N. Main St., which 
>pened June 28 in the old River's 
:'.:dge restaurant. 

Owner n:m KnirkPrhnrkPr .<;Rici 
he River's Edge closed May 4, 1978, 
md that he was able to activate its 
iquor license which had been in es
;row. He has taken off the topside 
iving quarters, painted the brick fa-

cade a creamy color, added a 
canopy and potted tree. The inside 
sports Ponderosa pine paneling and 
new carpeting, but some decorating 
remains to be done. 

Barbecued country-cut ribs, 
steaks, pizzas, special sandwiches, 
honey-dipped chicken, live music 
late Friday and Saturday nights fol
lowed by early morning breakfasts 
and Sunday buffets will all be fea
tured at Knickerbocker's. 

.A FEW DOORS south is the new 
Resource Information Associates 
Inc. Its president, Stephen E. Til
mann, recently moved his three
year-old business from Charlotte be
cause he wanted a store front and 
more space. He sells mini comput
ers, word processors, business sys
tems, computer software and sup
plies. The company also does data 
processing and custom work, such 
as designing programs for the 
county drain commissioner offices. 
He llai11!:> l.u!:>lu1i"1ers on how to u3c 
computers. 

Once a researcher at Michigan 
State University, Tilmann said he 

See NEW SHOPS, Page 7E 

SPACES FILLING - Empty store fronts have begun to fill in Eaton Rapid's down- · 
town . Four new businesses have opened in the past nine months (two of them at far 
right) and a fifth will join them in August. - Staff Photo By HELEN CLEGG 
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Ne.~ s/lops filling dowlflrJwn voids 
Concluded from Page 1 E 

started his own business because "I 
figured small computers were the 
wave of the future." 

Tilmann sells Xerox computers 
but ~s he "will act as a purchas
ing agertt for any computer that fits 
the need." 

OPENING ABOUT six weeks ago 

NEW STORES Down 
Home Crafters now has its 
own pl8c~ at the corner of 
Main and Hamlin, next door 
to Nina's, another new crah 
shop owned by M. J. Baker 
of Lansing. 

was Taylor-Made Auctions at 104 S. 
Main St. The office is a contact 
place to obtain the auctioneering 
services of Steven M. Taylor of 
Leslie. A spokeswoman said he 
"auctions anything, new and used 
merchandise." 

DOWN HOME Crafters move41 
last October from the back of a real 
estate office to its own PM~ part 
of the old dime store bu~~Glpi at th(! 
corner of Main and Hamlin. 

Charlotte Beck, Jean Kline and 
Jill Skinner - all of Eaton Rapids -
are the owners. 

They sell on consignmJit such 
craft items as pottery, w~XVJ.i, oil 
paintings, pen-and-ink sketcnes and 
macrame - all fashioned by area 
}>ersons, Skinner said. ey also 
carry dried flowers, silk flowers, 
spices and a line of Gwen Frostic 
stationery. Skinner said the ~~rs 
strive for an old-fasioned ~g 
store. 

Nina's, another craft ed 
by M. J. Baker of Lan · , opened 
next door to Down Home Crafters 
just before Thanksgivin~. Salesper
son Judy Hicks said Ni.nil's features 
"counted cross stitch," and 
embroidery supplies, ch te and 
chocolate molds and som~ ~ting 
cards. The shop also clrri&f pillows 
and backpacks on consignment. 

J\JST NORTH of Nina's, a sho 
called Country Stitches will 
mid-August in the old fftl:ijtll•r 
Mark newspaper office, according 
to Janet Gteen of rural Eaton Ra-

pids. Her partner is Anita Covert of 
Leslie. The shop will emphasize cal
ico prints, linings and notions for 
quilting, plus crafts, also some de
signer cottons and paisley prints. 
Sewing classes to make juvenile and 
children's clothing are also planned 
as well as quilting and crafts in
struction, Green said. 

South of the central business dis
trict is Holley's Bear Den, corner of 
Main and Elizabeth. Lan;'.. ~d Jll<lY 
Holfey f>eCante owners of the 
nearby Cattco Kitchen, U)7 E. Eliza.
beth, as of July 1. During remOdel
ing, he knocked out a foot-thick in
ner wall at the Calico and installed a 
salad bar and carpeting, with decor 

along a western pioneer theme. For
mer proprietors John and Dana Cat
lin will continue as cook and chief 
waitress, Holley said. 

Re-named Mama Bear's Calico 
Kitchen, it opened Th~y. 

Holley said the BetriDen will con
tinue its "soup-and-sandwich type 
operation" while the Celico features 
lunches and dinners with steaks 
added to the menu. He hopeS the 
pew look will~-~ and 
~r iQcome{amiUM.-~ ~ 
~ feel thatt0ne.= "1t:Q}n

Mro""1t the othef. •an ~e 
to Have them this olQlll M far. as 
managmenet is concerned:' Holley 
said. 



~ealtors ignore 
etition drive, 
ove in house 

By EVIN ROBERTS 
Lansing State Journal 

E..t-TON RAPIDS - Realtors who have purchased 
one f the town's oldest homes have moved in despite 
a pe ding referendum petition attempting to block 
the ompany's occupancy. 

M in Street Realtors have been operating out of the 
Horn r house at 502 S. Main since Thursday morning 
beca se they felt they had no other option, said Nancy 
Pars ns, a spokeswoman for the company. 

"T e building has been zoned commercial since 
last Monday," Parsons said. "It will be commercial 
until the city council either repeals the zoning law or 
puts t e referendum up for a vote. We are within our 
rights to move in." 

For er Eaton Rapids Mayor Claude Basing 
stan s in front of the Horner house, an historic 
horn which is the center of controversy 
abou zoning in the city. 

counci overturned that part of the plan and passed an 
ordinance rezoning the property. 

The Horner house, once the home of the Horner 
family ho helped found Eaton Rapids as a mill to~n, 
was re oned from residential property to commercial 
at the c uncil's April 24 meeting. Main Street Realtors 
then p rchased the property as office space·. 

"Th~plan also says the council should encourage 
develo ment," said council member Bruce U'Ren, 
who vo d for the rezoning. "Also, my feeling was that 
the community wanted development. The home in 
question is the only home within a block and a half 
that is stUl residential, so we felt it was an appropriate 
place fot commercial development." 

But a group of Eaton Rapids residents, including 
former ayor Claude Basing, have filed a petition to 
have th ordinance overturned. 

Eaton Rapids ratified a master plan for the city's 
develop ent in December 1989. That plan stated the 
property would stay residential for 20 years. But the 

Basin~ who was mayor of Eaton Rapids from 1962-
1970 and is spokesman for the citizens' group, said the 

Bills From 38 

group's intent is not to stop pro
gr •"SS, but to follow the master 
plan . . 

"We want our town to stay basi
cally as is," Basing said. "We want 
people, when they come 9own our 
main streets, to get the impression 
of a small town. 

"Our group is being accused of 
being against progress, but nothing 
a>Uld be further from the truth. If 
the master plan had called for our 
street to be commercial, then we 
would have said the move was just 
fine. But it didn't." 
: Basing said the 12 citizens in
volved in the petition drive collect
ed almost 800 signatures. That pe
tition now is before the city clerk's 
~fftce, which will validate the sig
natures. If the petition is found val-

. id, it will be presented to the city 
council at its meeting Tuesday. 
: The council will then have two 
~ptions: reverse the rezoning ordi· 
nance or put the measure up for 
public election. U'Ren said the 
c:ouncil probably will not reverse 

See BIL~S, Page 3B 
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the ordinance. 
"I am guessing that we will have 

to go to a general election," U'Ren 
said. "We voted our consciences, 

.1d now it's just a matter of seeing 
were we right or were we wrong." 

But Parsons and Main Street 
Realtors are alleging that the peti
tion signatures may have been col
lected by improper me?'"IS. 

"We have heard the petition was 
misrepresented," said Parsons, 
who said petitioners misinformed 
voters about the issue or did not 
ensure that voters read what they 
were signing. 

Basing dismissed the allega
tions, saying he was disappointed 
in the real estate agents for not 
allowing people to decide the is
sue . 

"We did not force anyone to sign 
anything, and nothing was done 
under false colors," Basing said. 

Main Street Realtors has prom
ised it will maintain and restore 
the house and plans to put up a 
historical marker, Parsons said. 

Basing says that's not good 
enough. 

"If the realty company really 
had Eaton Rapids at heart, there 
are other places they could go and 
do more for enhancing that prop
erty," Basing said. "Eaton Rapids 
has all the commercial property it 
needs until 2010." 

The only other sites available 
that would suit the company are 
out of the city limits in the town
ship, Parsons said. The company 
moved out of their former office 
building because it was too small, 
and will let their lease expire June 
1, Parson said. 

"We just have to have faith and 
hope and pray," said Parsons after 
a ribbon-cutting ceremony to open 
building, complete with a speech 
from Mayor Larry Holley and 
glasses of champagne. "Basically, 
thev have no faith in us. They're 
saying we won't last and we'll turn 
around and sell out. We have no 
plans for that. We will be here for a 
long time." 


